
Papaver rhoeas
POPPY
ALASKA RED

THEGetting to know

     Sometimes called Common Poppy, 
Corn Poppy or Field Poppy, Papaver 
rhoeas dots roadsides and agricultural 
landscapes throughout the world with 
its lacy grey-green foliage and vivid 
red blooms, from North America to 
Europe, Africa and Asia.
     Papaver rhoeas is an erect, single-
stemmed annual, growing up to about 
2 feet-tall. Rising from a bed of deeply 
lobed, fern-like foliage, each stem 
holds a single flower: 4 silky red 
petals, usually 2–4 inches across, 
which generally bloom from late 
spring to late summer.  
     The Red Poppy’s tendency to grow 
on disturbed sites is behind the 
flower’s notoriety as an icon of World 
War I, during which time trench 
digging, explosions, and the creation 
of mass cemeteries caused millions of 
Red Poppy seeds to break dormancy, 
blanketing the devastated European 
countryside with beautiful red blooms.
     Since World War I, the Red Poppy 
has been used to commemorate 
casualities of war, its likeness worn 
on lapel pins and badges (known as 
“Remembrance Poppies”) 
on Veterans Day. 
Owing to this strong 
tradition, the U.K.’s 
Remembrance Day is 
also known 
as Poppy 
Day.



GROWING GUIDE

A FIELD OF POPPIES!  There's enough 
seed here to plant an entire meadow full of 
poppies – almost 90,000 seeds in all!  
Scattered in an informal, wildflower planting, 
this seed will cover about 1,400 square feet, 
or an area roughly 38' x 38'.  Approximately 
70% of these seeds will germinate.

WHAT POPPIES LIKE:  Poppies love dry 
and sunny places and well-drained, sandy 
soils.  They are quite drought-tolerant, but 
don't like relentless high temperatures.  Cool 
and sunny is their favorite combination.  
Water sparingly.

THE BEAUTY OF POPPIES:  Poppies are 
very pretty in cottage gardens, rock gardens, 
and casually mixed into other wildflower 
plantings.  They make a fantastic color 
accent, and thrive in most any open, sunny 
area.  They are not at their best in small 
containers, and can be transplanted only 
when very young.

WHEN TO PLANT:  In colder climates, 
sow your seeds in early spring.  In milder 
regions, plant poppies in fall.  NOTE: In 
climates without cold, deep frosts in winter, 
poppies are perennial – re-seeeding 
themselves naturally and generously year 
after year!

HOW TO SOW POPPY SEED:  Sow 
your seeds in soil cleared of other vegetation.  
The seeds should be buried near the surface 
(1/16" deep), and watered-in lightly.  Beware, 
birds love poppy seeds!  

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE:  Your 
poppy seeds will germinate 15 to 30 days after 
planting.  The optimum soil temperature for 
germination is 60-70°F.  In most areas, 
poppies bloom from April through August.

STORING EXTRA SEED:  Any seed you 
do not use can be stored in a cool, dry place.
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