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Experience matters.

HANDCRAFTING DRUMS 
JOHNNY’S WAY

EACH CRAFTSMAN at the Craviotto Drum Company worked 
closely with and alongside Johnny Craviotto, our founder. Always 
mentoring and seeking to enrich, Johnny nurtured each crafts-
man through each step, only promoting when he recognized true  
artisanal mastery.  Johnny’s time-tested traditions and steadfast pro-
cess for handcrafting one-ply, solid shell drums continues. 

Today, four artisans carry on hand-
crafting drums to Johnny’s precise 
specifications. With 57+ years of 
combined drum building experience 
working alongside Johnny, our team 
is committed to forwarding the leg-
acy Johnny instituted. 

Trust the knowledge, ears, and 
expertise of the Craviotto Drum 
Company. From one solid board 
to endless possibilities, Craviotto’s 
craftsmen look forward to creating 
and sharing our traditions with you. 

Standard  
Ply Shell

Craviotto  
Solid Shell

Solid vs. Ply
SOLID VS. PLY . . . HERE’S WHY!

PLY SHELL DRUMS are con-
structed of several thin sheets 
of plywood, pressed and bound 
together by an adhesive, and 
molded into a circular drum shell. 
Because each individual ply is not 
visible, there is no way of knowing 

if any imperfections 
exist. Each imperfection 
can drastically alter the shell’s tone, 
integrity, and longevity.  

Additionally, glues and adhesives are 
the common thread holding each 
shell together; providing shape, 
structure, and strength to the thin 
plies.  The added weight of the adhe-
sives can prohibit the shell’s ability 
to vibrate, resonate, and project.  

Craviotto solid shell drums are 
made from premium grade, solid 
wood boards. Each board is 
hand-selected at the source by one 
of our craftsmen to ensure sonic 
and visual excellence. Craviotto’s 
craftsmen carefully steam-bend and 
meticulously hand-finish each solid 
board into a musical masterpiece. 

Each Craviotto shell 
wears thousands of 
fingerprints from 
the best hands in 
the business.

Because Craviotto 
uses solid wood 
boards with approx-

imately 85% less glue than ply shells, 
our solid shells breathe, vibrate, and 
resonate freely with bell-like quality, 
extended range, and enhanced pro-
jection. Structurally, what you see 
on the outside is what you see on 
the inside. 

The difference is not only heard, but 
felt. Craviotto solid shell drums are 
a pleasure to play. From your first 
stroke to your fastest flurry, you’ll 
instantly recognize the purity of 
tone, the dynamic potential, and the 
remarkable rich resonance that can 
be felt from the throne.

There simply is no comparison to 
a Craviotto. Our handcrafted one-
ply, solid shell drums are known the 
world over for their sonic purity, 
visual beauty, and artisanal quality.  
Our tuning range and vast color 
palette available in each instrument 
sets us apart in a market flooded 
with plywood shells. 

Craviotto solid shell drums are 
the canvas and you are the artist.   
Create your masterpiece with ours.
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HANDCRAFTING our 
Craviotto one-ply, solid 
shell takes 21 steps and 
a touch over six weeks 
to complete. While that 
may seem like a lot of 
hard work for one solid 
ply, we would not have 
it any other way. Hand-
made, rooted in tradi-
tion, and crafted to in-
transigent specifications, 
our shells really do speak 
for themselves.

Here is an abridged pic-
torial highlighting the 
hands of our esteemed 
craftsmen selecting, 
bending, fine-tuning, and 
finishing each master-
piece one-ply shell.

Our journey begins at 
the source. Our expert 
craftsmen head to the 
mill to select each board 
wearing the Craviotto 
badge. Craviotto has a 
stringent set of crite-
ria we abide by when 
hand-selecting wood. 
Some call it picky, per-
snickety, or snobbish. 
We call it quality from 
the get-go. Going the ex-
tra mile begins with our 
very first step. 

ONCE CUT TO SIZE, 
our craftsmen begin the 
careful process of select-
ing each board for each 
drum for each unique 
order. This step requires 
experience and a mas-
terful eye. 

Throughout these sev-
eral steps, each Cravi-
otto shell gets garnished 
with well over a thou-
sand fingerprints. Hands 
on? You bet. 

NOW OUR ONE-PLY, 
solid shell is complete 
and in raw form. We are 
ready to begin the finish-
ing stages.  Most drum 
builders start here.  
Not us, we’ve been at it 
awhile and have a ways 
to go. 

Again, we find ourselves 
working on each shell 
with our hands – from 
sanding, to edging, to oil-
ing, to sealing, to assem-
bling, and so on. More 
fingerprints don our 
shells from the hardest 
working drum crafts-
men around. As our solid 
shells pass through the 
each step in the pro-
cess, we’re checking and 
re-checking to ensure 
each shell exceeds our 
austere standards. 

IT IS TIME TO seal the 
deal. No drum leaves 
our workshop unless 
it receives the seal of  
approval from several of 
our craftsmen. With over 
50 years of experience 
in the QC department, 
discerning eyes inspect 
and seasoned ears listen 
to each drum. Finally, this 
Craviotto drum is ready to 
enter the musical universe. 
While our fun is done, 
yours is just beginning.    

21 Steps to Solid

Because each shell is constructed from a solid board, each shell 
is distinctive. Our craftsmen assess each board from an auricular 
perspective and pair it with kindred counterparts, ensuring all shells 
compliment each other visually. Early in the process, art and sound 
are already achieved.  

AFTER CAREFUL PREPARATION and a calculated soak based 
on wood type and bending properties, our solid wood boards are 
ready to be steamed and bent. We’re ready to roll.   

We defer to the old way of bending wood – using steam, strength, 
and sweat. These traits are the backbone of making drums Johnny’s 
way; developed over many years of painstaking research. The legacy 
continues.  

AS SOON AS THE SHELLS 
are completely dry and thor-
oughly inspected, we move to the 
production phase.  

Comprised of multiple steps, the production process incorporates 
our craftsmen’s individual talents, specialized skillsets, and features 
plenty of old fashioned handwork. 



Completely bespoke . . .

Custom Shop Snares

and entirely handmade, Craviotto Custom Shop snare 
drums were created to meet the needs of drummers who 
were seeking a truly customized, personal sound and feel. 
Each Craviotto Custom Shop snare drum is made from a 
single, solid board of hand-selected premium grade hard-
wood.  Along with Johnny’s unique bending process, we 
cure and hand finish each shell to ensure strength, stabil-
ity, and unparalleled performance. 

Craviotto Custom Shop snare drums are made to your 
exact specifications. You determine the size, the bearing 
edges, the inlay, the lug type, the lug quantity, and the 
finish. Each Custom Shop offering embodies the creativ-
ity, care, and craftsmanship that has made the Craviotto 
Drum Company the drummer’s drum builder.

Craviotto Custom Shop snare drums provide unsur-
passed tone, unequaled performance, and offer a one-of-
a-kind instrument as original as the artist playing it. 



Solitaire 
Series

IF THERE EVER WAS a drum that 
could capture the sound of an era, it’s the 
Super Swing snare drum from Craviotto. 

Our 7x14" one-ply, solid Maple Super Swing takes 
you back to a time when swing was king. The days 
of scouring the globe for that killer looking, easy 
playing, and fully functional vintage drum are over. 
The Super Swing embodies the fatness, warmth, 
and “mojo” drummers have been begging for in 
a modern drum. 

Furnished with our walnut stained wood hoops 
and walnut inlay, the Super Swing looks as classy 
as it sounds. So whether you swat or stir, caress 
or crack, the Super Swing responds with the 
musical soul of a drum that’s been there before, 
seen it all, and lived to tell about it. 

Heritage Snare Drum 
CRAVIOTTO’S HERITAGE SNARE DRUM 
pays tribute to our founder and master drum 
builder,  Johnny Craviotto. 

The Heritage Series is the gold standard in Solid 
Shell snare drums. Craviotto’s 6x14 Solid Maple 
Heritage embodies Johnny’s craftsmanship, inno-
vation, and musical heritage in a single snare drum.

Based on the 
specs found 
in our award 
winning lim-
ited edition 
Tribute Series, 
the Heritage 
offers superb 
craftsmanship 
with Johnny’s 
“preferred par-
ticulars” at an 
everyday price 
point.

The 6x14 size is perfect for all musical applica-
tions. Our coveted one-ply, solid shell offers the 
range to go up or down a few sizes tonally with-
out sacrificing body, tone, and sensitivity. 

The Heritage wears our founder’s lug with pride. 
Our 45’ Bearing Edges provide the clarity and 
sensitivity you desire. 

We added a 
new signature 
red inlay as a 
tip of the cap 
to the man and 
mentor who 
made solid shell 
drums what 
they are today.

Snare Drums
super swingsuper swing

Titanium  
Solitaire

LUSTROUS AND LIVELY describe our newest 
metal offering, the Titanium Solitaire. Craviotto’s 
innovative take on Titanium is as prized as the 
metal used in creating it.

To start, Craviotto has sourced US made Aero-
space-grade Titanium. If it can handle flying at 
peak altitudes in extreme conditions, we know 
our Solitaire will soar on 2 and 4. We’ve perfo-
rated the Titanium directly in the middle of the 
shell using our signature Walnut inlay as the muse.

The result is a decidedly distinctive musical  
personality with an extensive range and dry,  
woodsy tone. 

Craviotto’s Titanium Solitaire is offered in two 
versatile sizes – 4.5x14" and 6x14". It’s not sur-
prising that a drum of this magnitude can ascend 
to uncharted musical altitudes. 

Why fly under the radar? Up your musical game 
and give our Ti a try.

Titanium  
Solitaire

Heritage Snare Drum 

SNARE DRUMS

THE THOROUGHBRED of workhorse metal 
snare drums, Craviotto’s Solitaire series snare 
drums continue to carve out a special niche in 
the boutique drum marketplace without the lav-
ish price tag.

Creative and canny, the Solitaire series shines in 
all facets of music performance. The Solitaire’s 
redesigned snare bed provides enhanced clarity, 
serious sensitivity, and incomparable cut. Each 
shell is constructed from premium US made 
Aluminum. Our originative dual diamond venting 
system, modeled after our signature wood inlay, 
gives the drum a definitive character that per-
forms effortlessly live or in the studio. 

Solitaire series snare drums are available in two 
sizes and two finishes: 5.5x14" and 6.5x14" in 
your choice of Matte Black, and Aged Pewter.  
Experience the radiance you’ve been missing and 
see why our Solitaires are absolutely brilliant.  
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Custom Shop Kits

Representing the  
  pinnacle of drum building . . .
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in the most advanced form, Craviotto’s handcrafted single ply, 
solid shell drum sets are the perfect blend of innovation and 
tradition. 

Craviotto Drum Company’s single ply, solid drum shells make 
us fundamentally different from all other manufacturers. 

Because of our coveted proprietary single ply construction, 
Craviotto shells offer unsurpassed warmth, bell-like clarity, 
unparalleled pureness of tone, clear projection, and impressive 
sustained resonance. 

The Craviotto Drum Company handcrafts our drums with 
precision and meticulous attention to detail. Craviotto’s Cus-
tom Shop offers a wide range of customizable features such as 
wood type, bearing edges, lug choice, and lacquer finish options. 
Custom Shop drum sets feature our new gleaming Marquise 
lug as the standard build option.

Custom Shop drum sets are available with our classic propri-
etary chrome over brass diamond tube lug, our deco inspired 
Diamond Cast lug, or our new facet focused Marquise lugs.



Private Reserve Stacked Solids

and unique, Craviotto Stacked Solid snare 
drums and drum sets provide drummers the 
opportunity to create an instrument that truly 
achieves their imagined drum sound. Totally 
customizable and entirely handmade to your 
exacting specifications, each Craviotto Stacked 
Solid shell drum is as unique as the artist play-
ing it. 

By creating a solid shell drum comprised of 
two or more tone woods, Craviotto Drum

 

Company has expanded the tonal spectrum 
and has opened a new world of color possibil-
ities to drummers. Stacked Solid drums repre-
sent both a visual and sonic work of art.

 We all want our drums to help us channel 
ideas, create collectively, inspire others, and 
express ourselves freely.  By creating your own 
unique Stacked Solid drum set or snare drum, 
you’ll begin the musical journey of discovering 
new and uncharted sounds, textures, and col-
ors making you as unique as the instrument 
you’re playing. 

Innovative, revolutionary . . .of artisans is always aspiring to inspire. Craviotto’s esteemed Private Reserve collection rep-
resents the most sumptuous and superb offerings that grace our workbenches. Whether an 
astonishing Ambrosia, a whimsical Curly Walnut, or a beautiful bountiful Birdseye Maple, Private 
Reserve drums are handcrafted from truly one-of-a-kind anomalous solid wood boards.  

Only the Craviotto team can deem each masterpiece Private Reserve worthy. Because of John-
ny’s long-standing scrupulous specifications and the rarity of each board, Craviotto is only able to 
produce extremely limited quantities each year adding to the Private Reserve’s aura, fascination,  
                                                  and collectability. 

Johnny Craviotto’s team . . .



Finish OptionsCraviotto Complements
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VERSATILITY is something we’re all after these days. Simple solu-
tions that sound sensational, Craviotto continues to lead the way 
with practical innovations that enrich and empower. 

BD / FT CONVERSION
Craviotto’s thoughtful Bass Drum Floor Tom Conversion allows you 
to convert your floor tom to a smaller bass drum in a matter of 
seconds.  Available on floor toms ranging from 15-18",  the resonant 
side of your floor tom is outfitted with a wood counter-hoop.  Just 
turn your drum over, swap the floor tom legs for gullwing spurs, and 
voila! Like magic, you have a smaller bass drum at your disposal. So 
start dropping and get bopping with the nimble and notable BD/FT 
Conversion.  

BARITONE SNARE
BOLD, BEEFY and full of brawn, 
Craviotto’s Baritone snare drum 
means business in a big way. 

Another ancillary gem from 
the craftsmen at Craviotto, our 
12x15" Baritone snare offers all 
the deep, dark delights you sim-
ply cannot find in a shallower 
drum. Due to Craviotto’s cavern-
ous one-ply solid shell, our tessi-
tura soars from Basso Profundo 
to Altissimo with flair.

Snares on or snares off, whether you’re laying down a fat and funky 
soul track or are looking for the deep, gated thwap that becomes 
instantly recognizable, Craviotto’s Baritone snare offers options in 
uncharted spectrums. 

Go ahead, be bashful! Bash on this beauty to your heart’s content 
and indulge in the blissful bath of boom from the solid shell experts 
at Craviotto.

CRAVIOTTO DRUM COMPANY likes options. We 
understand that each drummer has a distinctive musical 
personality and varying musical objectives. From sizes, to 
woods, to edges, to color preferences, it’s encouraging to 
work with a company who understands that drummers 
are not one-size-fits-all.

If you can conceptualize it, Craviotto can create it. Whether 
you select one of our traditional wood offerings like Wal-
nut or Cherry, or one of our newer exotic offerings such 
as Oak, Zebrawood, and Sycamore, the artisans at Cravi-
otto can handcraft an instrument that allows you to con-
vey your musical message with complete confidence. 

From start to finish, Craviotto’s handcrafted one-ply, 
solid shell drum sets and snare drums are made to your 
bespoke preferences. Let the fun begin.

SOLID SHELL PAINT LACQUER FINISH OPTIONS 
Lacquer finishes for your solid shell Craviotto drums are made to or-
der. Options are limitless. Below are a few popular examples. Consult 
your Craviotto dealer for unique lacquer finish options and pricing.

CRAVIOTTO 
CLASSIC Solid 
Shell drums are 
available in the 
following sizes:

10" 11" 12" 13" 
14" 15" 16" 17" 
18" 20" 22" 24" 
and 26".

PRIVATE 
RESERVE 
EXOTICS

WOOD INLAY  
OPTIONS

MAPLE INLAY

WALNUT INLAY

CHERRY INLAY

TRADITIONAL  
SPECIES

MAPLE

WALNUT

CHERRY

BIRDSEYE MAPLE

CURLY MAPLE

SYCAMORE

Silver Sparkle Black Galaxy Red Sparkle Black / Gold Duco McHugh Blue Creme / Gold Duco Tangerine SparkleRonnie Red Cadillac Green

BB

45°

EDGE OPTIONS: left to right 45º, 30º, BB (baseball bat): 

BB45° 30°

Johnn y C.  LugsMarquise Lugs

ONE-PLY, SOLID SHELL

PRIVATE RESERVE  
SPECIES and rare hardwoods 
must meet Craviotto’s strict 
quality standards. These ma-
terials are subject to availabil-
ity and production delays can 
result until “Craviotto-quality” 
lumber is located. 

Species are subject to 
availability.

Gold Sparkle


