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BLUEWATER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

INC 

BLUEWATER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION INC. 

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

HELD AT BLUEWATER COMMUNITY HALL 

Forestry Rd, Bluewater, Qld 4818 

On Sunday 28 April 2019 

Opened: 11:08am 

Present: Margie Ryder (Chairperson); Gary Nielsen (Vice President); Susan Latham (Secretary); Ricky 
Black (Committee Member); Margaret Moore (Committee Member); Rani Peterson 
(Committee Member); Marian Drabsch; Beverly Golding; Winston Golding; Rhonda 
Priedigkeit; Dusty Millar; Mary Soelberg; David Townsend; David Soelberg; Peter Drew; 
Nicole Drew; Matthew Forrest; Mia Forrest. 

Chairperson: Vice President Gary Nielsen asked Counsellor Margie Ryder if she would chair the meeting, 
which she accepted. 

Apologies:  Graham Nankivell; Kris Doran; Vanessa Doran; Jullian Searle; Cheryl Williams; Shannon 
Standford; Margaret Platz; Derek Platz; Doreen Lambert; Mel Todd; Graham Thompson. 

 Moved: Beverly Golding Seconded: Margaret Moore CARRIED 

Memberships: The following membership applications were submitted for acceptance or rejection: 

• David Soelberg 

• Mary Soelberg 

• Tony Soelberg 

• David Townsend 

• Peter Drew 

• Nicole Drew 

Moved: Matthew Forrest Seconded: Margaret Moore  

There being no objections to the proposed membership applications, the applicants were 
accepted as members.       CARRIED 

Proxies Appointed:  Proxies were appointed according to the proxy letters received for the following 
financial members: 

 Member: Jillian Searle  Proxy: Margaret Moore 

 Member: Cheryl Williams Proxy: Margaret Moore 

 Member: Shannon Standford Proxy: Margaret Moore 

 Member: Margaret Platz Proxy: Margaret Moore 

 Member: Derek Platz  Proxy: Margaret Moore 

 Member: Doreen Lambert Proxy: Margaret Moore 

 Member: Mel Todd  Proxy: Margaret Moore 
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Reading of the Resignations: 

 The Secretary read the resignations of the President, Ian Pople and Treasurer, Darla Astill, 
received via email to bluewtr@bigpond.net.au on 25 March, 2019 (See attached). 

 

Nominations for Acting President:   

Nominations were called from the floor for the position of Acting President.  Vice President Gary 
Nielsen addressed the floor and stated that he had been given advice from the Office of Fair 
Trading that he had the right to step up to the position of Acting President and he was going to 
exercise that right, and that a Special General Meeting didn’t need to be called as the Executive 
Committee could appoint him to the position of Acting President, but we chose to call a meeting. 

The Secretary, Susan Latham read Section 13: Vacancies on Management Committee from the 
Bluewater Community Association Inc Constitution: 

 “VACANCIES ON MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
13.1 The management committee shall have power at any time to appoint any member of the 
association to fill any casual vacancy on the management committee until the next annual general 
meeting.  
13.2 The continuing members of the management committee may act notwithstanding any casual 
vacancy in the management committee, but if and so long as their number is reduced below the 
number fixed by or pursuant to these rules as the necessary quorum of the management 
committee, the continuing member or members may act for the purpose of increasing the number 
of members of the management committee to that number or of summoning a general meeting of 
the association, but for no other purpose.” 

   

Marian Drabsch asked for the minutes of the meeting where the Management Committee had 
appointed Gary Nielsen to the position of Acting President.  All committee members present 
agreed that such meeting had not been held between the time of the resignations of the President 
and Treasurer and today’s meeting where Gary Nielsen had been appointed to the position of 
Acting President. 

A vote was taken at the meeting for the Vice President, Gary Nielsen, to step up to the position of 
Acting President.   

Moved: Matthew Forrest Seconded: Marian Drabsch 

The vote was: 12 For and 12 Against.   

Post vote Vice President Gary Nielsen put forward that the people who had submitted their 
applications today and had been accepted as members were not considered financial members on 
the day of their application being accepted and therefore did not have voting rights.  Chairperson 
Margie Ryder supported this.  Secretary, Susan Latham, stated that this was not stated Section 7: 
Admission and Rejection of Members, in the Bluewater Community Association Inc Constitution: 

“ADMISSION AND REJECTION OF MEMBERS  

7.1. At the next meeting of the management committee after the receipt of any application and the 
fee applicable for any class of membership, such application shall be considered by the 
management committee, who shall thereupon determine upon the admission or rejection of the 
applicant. 

mailto:bluewtr@bigpond.net.au
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 7.2. Any applicant who receives a majority of the votes of the members of the management 
committee present at the meeting at which such application is being considered shall be accepted 
as a member to the class of membership applied for.  

7.3. Upon the acceptance or rejection of an application for any class of membership the secretary 
shall forthwith give the applicant notice in writing of such acceptance or rejection.” 

 

Other members also supported the Vice President’s viewpoint so a further vote was taken 
excluding the newly accepted members. 

The vote was 8 For and 10 Against, so the decision was that the majority of people were still 
opposed to the current Vice President, Gary Nielsen, standing up and being Acting President. 

A general discussion ensued regarding the legality of nominating for an executive position if you are 
a financial member.  This is not stated in the Association’s Constitution however it was a general 
perception that this couldn’t happen.  Margie Ryder stated that in her experience she was sure that 
it was in the Incorporated Associations Act.  Secretary, Susan Latham, asked the Chairperson to 
read out the section of the Act that stipulates this. 

A further discussion was had where David Soelberg objected and Vice President, Gary Nielsen 
asked him if the only reason he had attended the meeting was to be President to which David 
Soelberg replied that it was as he had been asked to by several members. 

Winston Golding voiced his objection to the floor and stated that the meeting was a farce. The 
Chairperson asked him to explain his statement and a discussion followed.  Shortly after, he and 
several other members left the meeting.  This included David Soelberg who had intended to 
nominate for the position of Acting President but was unable to due to the decision that he was not 
considered to be a financial member at the time of the meeting. 

Chairperson Margie Ryder asked the remaining attendees if they wanted to start with a clean slate 
and call for nominations from the floor.  Several attendees agreed.  Nominations for President was 
taken from the floor.  There were no other members nominate.  In the interests of continuing the 
operation of the Bluewater Community Association Inc, Vice-President, Gary Nielsen was then 
appointed to the position of Acting President by the Chairperson until the Annual General Meeting 
to be held on Sunday 8 September. 

Nominations for Acting Vice President were taken from the floor.  Dusty Millar was nominated and 
accepted the nomination.  

Moved: Gary Nielsen   Seconded: Anne Nielsen 

There being no further nominations, Dusty Millar was appointed to the position of Acting Vice 
President by the Chairperson until the Annual General Meeting to be held on Sunday 8 September. 

Chairperson, Margie Ryder then asked the Secretary, Susan Latham, if she was happy to continue as 
Secretary until the Annual General Meeting to be held on Sunday 8 September, to which she 
replied that she was. 

Nominations for Acting Treasurer were taken from the floor.  There being no nominations it was 
decided that this position be held over until a later date, when two newly accepted members who 
expressed interest in the position but weren’t allowed to vote at this meeting or nominate for an 
executive position at this meeting would have full rights of an ordinary member. 
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It was agreed that the Management Committee was short on active members and would like to 
increase their number by two.  Nominations were taken from the floor.  Matthew Forrest was 
nominated and accepted the nomination. 

Moved: Gary Nielsen  Seconded: Marian Drabsch 

There being no further nominations from the floor, Matthew Forrest was appointed by the 
Chairperson as a Committee Member until the Annual General Meeting to be held on Sunday 8 
September.  It was agreed that the second position be held over until a later date. 

 

Removal of Current Signatories from Bank Accounts 

It was moved that the current signatories and office bearers of the previous President, Ian Pople, 
and the previous Treasurer, Darla Astill, be removed from the two bank accounts held in the name 
of Bluewater Community Association Inc at the Queensland Country Credit Union. 

Moved: Susan Latham  Seconded: Matthew Forrest  CARRIED 

 

Addition of New Signatories to Bank Accounts 

It was moved that the newly appointed executive committee members, Acting President, Gary 
Nielsen and Acting Vice President, Dusty Millar, be added as signatories and office bearers to the 
two bank accounts held in the name of Bluewater Community Association Inc at the Queensland 
Country Credit Union. 

Moved: Susan Latham  Seconded: Matthew Forrest  CARRIED 

 

Motion to Obtain Credit Cards 

It was moved that a Load and Go Credit Card with a purchasing capacity of $2000 be obtained for 
operational costs such as stock for Friday Night Social. 

Moved: Susan Latham  Seconded: Dusty Millar  CARRIED 

 

Motion to Change Authorities with Service Providers 

It was moved that the authorised person be changed with service providers such as Telstra, Ergon, Think 
Technology and any other service providers who have the previous President, Ian Pople, and previous 
Treasurer, Darla Astill listed as the authorised person/s. 

Moved: Susan Latham  Seconded: Matthew Forrest  CARRIED 

 

Accounts to be Paid: 

Telstra - $283.43 

Ergon - $1768.47 

Office of Fair Trading - $55.35 

Moved: Matthew Forrest Seconded: Jennifer Elliot CARRIED 
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Applications for Cleaner: 

Applications for the position of Cleaner were called from the floor.  Acting President, Gary Nielsen, 
stated that he had been speaking to Terry Miller (Committee Member) who was employed as the 
cleaner, however has been working away for a number of months, and he said that he would be 
happy to return to the position in approximately 4 to 5 weeks. No further applications were taken. 

 

Applications for Friday Night Coordinator: 

Applications for the position of Friday Night Coordinator were called from the floor.  It was decided 
that the hall wouldn’t open for Friday Night Social until the committee meets again and sorts a few 
things out. 

Rhonda Priedigkeit (Judy) expressed an interest in volunteering to do food prep on a Friday night 
but wouldn’t be able to stay for the rest of the evening. 

 

General Business: 

Position Descriptions  

• Position Descriptions need to be prepared for all Executive, Coordinator and Volunteer positions 

Required Certification 

• Food Handlers Certificate and Responsible Service of Alcohol Certificate training should be offered 
at the Association’s cost to all volunteers carrying out those duties 

Expression of Thanks 

• Marian Drabsch thanked Margie Ryder for her time in assisting and Chairing the Special General 
Meeting. 

 

Meeting Closed: 12:36pm 

 

Next Meeting: 11 May 2019 at 4:00pm. 
 
 
 
DECLARATION 

I confirm that this is a true and correct record of the Special General Meeting held on Sunday 28 April 2019. 

 

Signature:  -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Cr Margie Ryder (Chairperson) 

 

Date: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------  


