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LIVING A LIFE OF LOVE Sermon Outlines 

Sermon 1:  Reaching Higher Requires  
                         Love  
   

With Reading  
References 
 
Available from: 
www.paracletepress.com 

  

 
Introduction 
Scriptures: I John 4:8-12  
Theme: God is love and therefore love characterises life with God from start to finish.   
●   Jesus taught that if we follow him “in his way” we would find ourselves where he himself is. Try to describe that 

place in terms of closeness to God and quality of life.  
●   The New Testament teaches that love is the heartbeat of Christ’s way, distinguishing his disciples (John 13:34-35).  
●   We intuitively know that love is of a higher order of things (see the reading for more).    
●   Genuine love doesn’t come naturally because of the Fall – it must now be resurrected by the Holy Spirit.       
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 22-23 
Also:  G. Steinberger, In the Footprints of the Lamb: p.1, 11-14 (A new edition is available – my page references are to 
the  free copy you can download here: https://www.chapellibrary.org/files/5813/7643/3253/itfo.pdf ).  
  
Point 1: Love is Higher “Consciousness” for Finding God  
Scripture: Matthew 22:37-39 
Theme: If we desire to find God, we cannot afford to indulge our natural inclination to focus on self.   
●   A Pharisee tries to trap Jesus with a riddle about which commandment was most important for life with God.  
●   Jesus’ answer: it’s not about fulfilling one commandment or another but fulfilling all of them by learning to love. 

See also Romans 13:8-10.  
●   This reveals that the “consciousness” of the Pharisee – or his awareness of what God taught to be right and true – 

was limited because it was self-focussed. The higher level of consciousness taught by Jesus: deeper life with God 
hinges on developing the inward capacity for genuine love. See Matthew 25:31-46. He flips the focus of religion:   
– from earning brownie points with God for you to an inward attitude of true love and service to others.  

●   Express your views on the importance of genuine love for joining God in his work using spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 13).      
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 23-24 
 

Point 2: The Parable of the Good Samaritan   
Scripture:  Luke 10:29-37  
Theme: The actions of the Good Samaritan aren’t optional if we are serious about God.     
●    Unpack the details of the parable.     
●    Make the point that while priests and Levites were considered pious because of ancestry (not performance), it is 

exactly the Samaritan’s performance that distinguishes him from the holy men in Jesus’ eyes. Note: Here you 
could raise attitudes about performance and legalism and how we might dilute our actual practice of God’s Word.  

●   Find a way to illustrate your own view on the church’s attitude to the point of this parable in practice. Raise what 
you think are the reasons and the implications in terms of the spiritual life and the witness of the church. (See the 
reading for thought-starters.) Use this to apply the teaching in the context of your own church community.      

Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 24-25 
 

Point 3:  Jesus Prayed for Us to Be One with God    
Scripture: John 17:21    
Theme:  If God is love, being one with Him involves more genuine love.      
●   Touch on the mystery of union with God alongside the clarity of the prayer of Jesus in John 17:21. 
●   The more we imitate the Good Samaritan in acts of genuine love, we not only serve God’s purpose and please Him, 

but the substance of our lives overlaps more and more with His.     
●   Love, kindness and goodness are fruit or evidence that the Holy Spirit is working in us (see Gal. 5:22-23).    
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 5-7, 16-18, 23, 25 

 
Conclusion 
Theme: To live in the flow of God’s life we must reassess the centrality of genuine love in our everyday lives.                                                     
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LIVING A LIFE OF LOVE Sermon Outlines 

Sermon 2:  Falling in Love with God   
 

With Reading  
References 
 
Available from: 
www.paracletepress.com 

  
 
 

Introduction 
Scripture: Matthew 22:37-39  
Theme: God commands us to love him and others as a matter of priority.     
●   Tell a story from your own journey about the challenges involved with fulfilling these two supreme commands.   
●   Despite the challenges we should not dodge what is vital for life with God but instead seek grace for it.     

 
Point 1: Being a “Loved One”      
Scripture: 2 Peter 1:17 (NLT)  
Theme: The grace to love God and others is found in letting God love us first.   
●   The baptism of Jesus profoundly shows this grace (see 2 Peter 1:17).   
●   Humanity’s dilemma: we have a cavernous need to be loved and accepted but can’t be good enough to be worthy 

of it. (Give examples of ways that we try to make ourselves worthy of the love of God and others. A personal 
example could be powerful here.)    

●   How God solves this heavyweight dilemma: simply by deciding to love us despite the not-so-good in us. Our 
worthiness is a gift plain and straight!  

●   What we must do: receive God’s grace in Christ and recognise the truth about ourselves as loved by God and the 
focus of his delight. Note: This is central to the spiritual battle. Following his baptism, Jesus is tempted to swap his 
identity as a loved one for a treadmill of earning love through success (Matthew 3:16 – 4:11).    

●   When someone believes in us even when our performance is shoddy it makes us fall in love with God and rich in 
our souls so that we are free to bless our world. 

Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 26-28  

 
Point 2: Being Forgiven Much     
Scripture:  Luke 7:36-50   
Theme: Love flows from recognising that we have received what we do not deserve.      
●   Unpack the meaning of these words of Jesus from the story of the sinful woman in Luke 7: “…he who has been     

forgiven little loves little.” 
●   Tell a story illustrating the power of pure mercy.    
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 27 

    
Point 3: The Role of the Holy Spirit    
Scripture: Romans 5:5     
Theme:  We can’t experience God’s love without his help.    
●   As Romans 5:5 teaches, the Holy Spirit fills our heart with God’s love.  
●   “Seeing” God’s soul or who he is – the beauty of his goodness and love – makes us inwardly wealthy and rich 

toward God and others (see Psalm 27:4-6). Note: The Avatar illustration in the reading.   
●   The practices of the spiritual life help us “see” God and receive his love. The second page reference in the reading 

for this point covers this issue.  
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 27, 155-177  

 
Conclusion 
Scripture: Luke 11:27-28     
Theme: Falling in love with God is more about what he does than what we do, but it then frees us to respond.  
●   Jesus teaches in Luke 11:27-28 that responsiveness to God’s Word brings blessing and the kingdom.  
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LIVING A LIFE OF LOVE Sermon Outlines 

Sermon 3:  Barriers to Letting God  
                         Love Us    
 

With Reading  
References 
 
Available from: 
www.paracletepress.com 

  
 
  

Introduction 
Scripture: Song of Songs 2:14  
Theme: God’s love draws him to intimacy with us but often there are barriers to his searching love.    
●   Song of Songs 2:14 richly describes us as God’s beloved. (You might comment on the way we can struggle with 

this sort of intimacy and with feelings of unworthiness as discussed in Sermon 2.)    
●   John 3:16 shows the extent of God’s love for us.  
●   The Parable of the Lost Son (see Luke 15:11-32) portrays God as a loving father relentlessly for his children and 

longing to be with them even when they fail.          
●   What sorts of things stand in the way of our recognition and experience of God’s love?           

 
Barrier 1: Struggling to Admit We Need Love or Grace      
Scripture: Romans 3:23 
Theme: The traits western culture teaches us to despise are the very things which allow God to love us.     
●   Western culture teaches us to despise admitting we did something wrong, couldn’t make it on our own, failed, 

didn’t know the answer, or weren’t the best.       
●   In fear we cover up the truth and work to prove ourselves rather than let God’s mercy and love touch us. 

Illustrate this with a personal example if you can.  
●   Some struggle to embrace the idea that they are sinners because they have been washed by the blood of Jesus. 

Christ’s blood does deal with our sin, but recognising our sin is the key to experiencing mercy and finding inner 
wealth. Our sin includes things we do that are wrong, and things that we don’t do that God calls us to do.       

Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p.28 

 
Barrier 2: Self-focus       
Scripture:  Romans 5:20    
Theme: Focussing on self leaves little room in our hearts for receiving or expressing love.      
●   Unpack examples of self-focus (such as self-condemnation, self-preservation, self-promotion), explaining how these 

gobble-up the energy, attention and capacity of our heart.  If we are focussed on ourselves – either puffing 
ourselves up or putting ourselves down, we can’t see God or others.  

●   Instead when we stop covering up, proving and earning and can be honest about our needs and weakness God’s 
love enters our experience.  

●   This is the point of Romans 5:20 – honesty about our need and failure invites grace! Where sins of pride or self-
condemnation burden our souls, we find lightness, freedom, gratitude and inner resources to love God and others.    

Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 28-29 

    
Barrier 3:  Failure to Discern What God Has Already Done  
Scriptures: Romans 5:5, Acts 2:16-21, Galatians 4:4-7, 1 Cor. 15:51-57  
Theme:  The over-arching gifts of God’s love already given in Christ help us experience God’s love.  
●   You might want to ask: What are the big gifts God has given to us in Christ?   
●   Discuss the reasons why we might miss this flood of God’s love. See Barefoot Revolution page 29 for the effect of 

individualism in this regard.  
 ●  Clarify why discerning the over-arching, already-expressed evidences of God’s love are important for our 

expectation in faith, and for the prayer: “Let your kingdom come now”.   
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 29 

 
Conclusion 
Scriptures: Revelation 3:20  
Theme: God loves us, but the issue is whether we will let his love in.   
●   In Revelation 3:20 Christ knocks but we must open the door.   
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LIVING A LIFE OF LOVE Sermon Outlines 

Sermon 4: The Principle of the  
                        Dead Sea  

With Reading  
References 
 
Available from: 
www.paracletepress.com 

  
 
 

Introduction 
Theme: Is letting God love us enough to sustain a life with God?      
●   Ask this question.   
●   Answer: Not according to Jesus!  (Consider mentioning popular views on this issue to do with law versus love or 

grace.)   

 
Point 1: The Principle of the Dead Sea         
Scripture: John 7:37-39  
Theme: A foundational spiritual principle - a vital spiritual life will have both an inflow and an outflow.       
●   In John 7:37-39 Jesus taught that receiving the Holy Spirit meant not only being deeply satisfied by an inner 

spiring of living water but also being a conduit of living water to others from the overflow. (Enrich your 
understanding of these verses using a good commentary on the Gospel of John.) 

●   The Dead Sea is dead – its water is stagnant and too salty to support life – because it receives water from the 
Jordan River but gives none away.  

●   Apply this principle to popular ideas about what it means to have a spiritual life.    
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 29-31 

 
Point 2: Further Applications of the Dead Sea Principle      
Scripture:  Luke 11:4a and Matthew 10:18b 
Theme: The principle applied by Jesus to two key aspects of discipleship.        
●   Luke 11:4a teaches that both asking for forgiveness and forgiving others was distinctive of his followers – again, 

receiving and giving.   
●   The words Jesus uses to send out the Twelve (Matthew 10:18b) applies the principle to kingdom ministry: to be 

effective as agents of the kingdom we must first receive from God; God expects us to give away from what we 
have received.  

●   For both examples, speak about how the Dead Sea principle enriches the life of Christ’s followers.          
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 30 

    
Point 3: The Dead Sea Principle and Finding Joy   
Scripture: John 15:9-11     
Theme: Jesus teaches us how to find well-being for our soul or our best life.            
●   The wisdom of Jesus: To find “complete joy” you must personally discover God-quality love and love others in the 

same way.   
●   The “complete joy” of Jesus came from his sense of a finished work by defeating the powers of darkness on the 

cross – a creative joy like the joy of an artist. The artist creates something that is satisfying, beautiful, significant, 
and meaningful and this brings joy. It is not just the response to a pleasurable external thing (note the difference) 
but a deep involvement in something that matters or makes us aware that our life matters.   

●   Jesus taught that such deep well-being in the human soul comes from receiving love and expressing love to others.       
●   Highlight the centrality of this teaching for followers aspiring to the quality of life Jesus promised.  
●   You may consider applying this as a hopeful encouragement to your own community of faith that their Jesus-

aspirations are not nonsense and can be realised if the wisdom of Jesus is embraced.   
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 30-31 
                                            
Conclusion 
Theme: The Principle of the Dead Sea is foundational to the wisdom of Jesus both for the spiritual life and for our 
best life.  
●   For this reason, we should open our hearts to freely receive and to give as a natural rhythm of our life in Christ and his 

kingdom.  
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LIVING A LIFE OF LOVE Sermon Outlines 

Sermon 5:  The Life of Love or  
                         “Immersed Life”  

With Reading  
References 
 
Available from: 
www.paracletepress.com 

  
 

Introduction 
Scriptures: John 15:9-11, John 17:21  
Theme: Jesus understood life with God as a sphere or economy of genuine love with an inflow and an outflow.   
● We live in it or participate “in” God as we both receive love and give it away to others. 
● When we give and receive love, we are fulfilling the prayer of Jesus recorded in John 17:21 to be “in” the Father 

and the Son.  
● Consider speaking to the mystical aspect of the spiritual life utilising the readings listed below.    
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 6-8, 10-13, 16-18 

  
Point 1: There is a Paradox Governing Life with God           
Scriptures: Luke 11:27-28, Romans 5:8  
Theme: Life with God is governed by a confusing paradox – understanding it helps us go deeper.       
●   You may want to use the diagram on page 31 of Barefoot Revolution to present the paradox visually.  
●   On one side: we can do nothing to make God love us more – it has nothing to do with our performance  
      (Romans 5:8).  
●   On the other side: those who do something in response to God’s love are blessed and live in his kingdom  
     (Luke 11:27-28). 
●   Our response includes wholehearted love and worship but at some point, must be about concrete actions that 

please God and serve the coming of his kingdom. Consider touching on the beauty and power of obedience in our 
life with God – see the second reading reference below to stir your own thoughts.  

Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 31-32, 94-96.  

 
Point 2: A Synthesis of the Sides is the Goal       
Scripture:  Ephesians 2:8-10   
Theme: Life in the presence of God is found in the synthesis of the two sides of the paradox – without it our life with 
God will soon run out of gas.         
●   For vital life with God we must both do nothing and something – the sides work together like pedals on a bicycle. 
●   The apostle Paul unmistakeably taught this synthesis – compare Ephesians 2:8-9 and Ephesians 2:10.      
●   Unpack the idea through the lens of the visit of the visit Jesus made to the home of Martha and Mary (see Luke 

10:38-42). This is discussed on pages 32-33 of Barefoot Revolution. 
●   Discuss the threats to this synthesis today and the difference between legalism and “synthesis”. This is discussed 

on pages 33-35 of Barefoot Revolution.   
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 32-35 

    
Point 3: Jesus Lived a Life of Love      
Scripture: 1 John 4:7, 16b    
Theme: Jesus lived a “life of love”; a life immersed in or deeply involved with his Father. We are called to this life too.  
●   The apostle John taught that love and God are synonymous (1 John 4:7, 16b) – each gives access to each other.      
●   In this sense, to experience or express genuine love is to experience the flow of God within us. 
●   Jesus transitioned seamlessly and continuously between the two sides of the paradox - as he received his Father’s 

love and gave it away, he lived a life of love.  Give examples – the reading will help.      
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 35-38 

 
Conclusion 
Theme: Following Jesus involves a life immersed in what the Father is doing, and love is integral to it.  As we do we 
enter the mystery by the Holy Spirit of experiencing the flow of God in and through us.     
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LIVING A LIFE OF LOVE Sermon Outlines 

Sermon 6:  Growing Beyond  
                         Adolescent Spirituality   

With Reading  
References 
 
Available from: 
www.paracletepress.com 

  
 

Introduction 
Theme: If we neglect love we end up with an adolescent spirituality.      
●   The key issue isn’t a lack of passion or commitment to “spiritual things”, but the absence of what matters to God.   
●   Our spirituality “grows up” when we receive love and learn to love because the circle of our life overlaps with the 

circle of God’s life.      
●   Sin limits our idea of genuine love, so we must discover it to help our spirituality “grow up”.      
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 38 

 
Point 1: Genuine Love is a Fruit of the Spirit              
Scriptures: Galatians 5:22-23   
Theme: To love is to change and grow.  
●   When the Holy Spirit bears the fruit of love in us it means we are elevated to higher levels of consciousness. This 

means we see, think and act more like Jesus.   
●    At the lowest level of consciousness, we serve ourselves and the demands of our ego for significance and attention. 

At the highest level of consciousness, sacrificing ourselves for the well-being of others as Jesus did would both be 
meaningful and boost our sense of well-being.   

●   This is consistent with New Testament teaching that love is the primary mark of spiritual maturity (1 Corinthians 
13:1-13, Galatians 5:6).  

●   The Christian life is not about straining at doing right but becoming different sorts of people for whom love flows 
naturally. Note: This is the central point of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount.  

Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 77-81 

 
Point 2: Key Biblical Perspectives on Genuine Love            
Scriptures: As listed in the Barefoot Revolution discussion for each perspective below.    
Theme: Biblical insights into genuine love inform and fuel our own discovery process.         
●   Five biblical perspectives on genuine love are covered in the reading: 
      1. Genuine Love Results from a Higher Level of Spiritual Development  
      2. Genuine love is Taking Initiative for the Good of Others  
      3. Genuine Love Saves and Restores  

4. Genuine Love is More Than Moralising  
      5. Genuine Love Profits Us Spiritually   
●   Unpack the key point of each to provide brief insights to help people discover the rhythm of genuine love.  
●   Note: If you find enough insight here, you might consider covering this over more than one sermon.       
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 38-43 

 
Point 3: Fenelon’s Story        
Theme: Use the story of Francois Fenelon to illustrate the resurrection of the life of love in a person.            
●   Raise the following to apply this story in your community: Fenelon’s desire, the place of the inner life and role of 

the Spirit, the transformation of our will, and the practical outcome of the resurrection of this new life in Christ.  
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 43-45, 98-99 

 
Conclusion 
Theme: To live in the presence and flow of God we must learn to receive love and to express it to others.   
●   From the brief historical journey in the reading highlight some key pendulum swings which threaten a synthesis 

of the two sides and are relevant to your own community.      
●   Genuine love doesn’t come naturally to us because of the Fall – it must be resurrected in us by the Holy Spirit.  
●   Close off the series with an invitation to develop a deeper spiritual life. You could offer some ways to help – 

Barefoot Revolution is full of suggestions. 
Reading: Barefoot Revolution: p. 45-47, 155-177   
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