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Why is it important to encourage children to employ their gifts and interests to share their faith with others? 

I’m convinced that children, even in their youth and innocence, have beautiful God-given gifts and talents as well as a desire to 

truly love and serve the world around them. If we can help our children recognize that God has blessed them with so many ways 

to love, support and encourage others, we can help to connect these gifts to their understanding and appreciation of vocation. 

Something as simple as exposing our children to literature, the arts, and even entertainment and gaming as pathways to share 

God’s gifts helps them to nurture their talents and interests and use them for the good of others. 

This encouragement doesn’t have to be overly serious or demanding. In fact, I’m convinced it is most impactful when it occurs in 

the simple, everyday moments of life. If we can become more mindful of our children’s daily faith journey and catch those 

chance encounters with the Divine which fill our days, we can help our children (and ourselves) recognize that an encounter 

with God happens every day.  

Who are some of the greatest storytellers in the Bible and why did you decide to feature them in this book? 

The Bible is filled with amazing storytellers, so my greatest challenge was selecting only a few. We wanted this book to be 

inclusive and affirming of every child, so we intentionally chose a variety of female and male storytellers who told their stories 

using different gifts. In my mind, one of scripture’s greatest storytellers is Mary. Imagine the stories she and Joseph must have 

told Jesus! Stories of family, of faith traditions, and of the history of their homeland must have filled their hearth. It’s fun to 

imagine what it must have been like in their home around the dinner table. 



 
 

 

In the Old Testament, we highlight many who paved the way for Jesus to be known and loved. Some of those included in the 

book are:  

• Sarah, who prayed long and hard to be a mother and surely told Isaac stories 

• Moses, whose storytelling included passing along God’s commandments 

• Deborah, a judge whose faith in storytelling helped her people coexist peacefully 

• Isaiah, whose stories foretold the coming of our Savior 
We also include references to New Testament storytellers such as John the Baptist, whose entire life was devoted to telling 

Jesus’ story, and Jesus’ disciples, whose courage and passion carried those first stories to the corners of the world. 

I Am God’s Storyteller encourages children to use their gifts to make our world a better place. Why do you believe that even 

young children should be empowered and encouraged to be a part of this mission? 

Over the last few years, with my work on my Chime Travelers fiction series, I’ve had the great fortune of visiting countless 

elementary schools, homeschooling groups, and children’s book clubs. One of my messages during these interactive visits is 

always to chat with the children about the many varieties of storytelling. Together, we’ve learned (or I should say they’ve taught 

me!) that children are actually some of the most impactful storytellers. They see the world in a unique and exciting way. They 

are often not yet impacted by negative messaging that makes them afraid to share what’s most important to them. They are 

creative in wildly innovative ways. Perhaps most important of all, they have a love that often knows no boundaries and a belief 

that they can and should help the world around them.  

I think too often, we sell our kids short. In my conversations with young storytellers (and each of us is a storyteller!) I’m always 

astounded by what they teach me. So I hope that this book will give them the agency and 

encouragement they need and deserve to begin teaching us to better know and love God and one 

another. 

You and your illustrator, Eric Carlson, share an important connection. How has Eric’s art enhanced  

I Am God’s Storyteller? 

Eric Carlson is currently a student at and will soon be an alumnus of my alma mater, the University 

of Notre Dame. It was such a happy surprise that the Holy Spirit brought together two “Domers” to 

craft this project. Notre Dame has been a huge part of my life and our family’s story. I met and 



 
 

married my husband Greg at Notre Dame and it’s continued to be a source of ongoing inspiration and challenge in my personal 

mission.  

Eric Carlson is an amazingly talented illustrator. When I saw his early sketches for the manuscript, I saw that he was coming at 

this material in a way I really hadn’t even imagined. I’d given our publisher sort of a “wish list” of characteristics for the art, and 

Eric met and exceeded all of those. Eric combines an artist’s eye with a theologian’s knowledge and worldview. To me, it makes 

perfect sense that in a work where we are encouraging young storytellers to live this mission, we are also highlighting the 

storytelling gifts of an illustrator who is just getting started in his professional life. Eric’s illustrations unlock the true spirit of the 

prose I wrote. I feel so honored and blessed by his participation in the project. 

Who are some of your favorite storytellers? 

Without a doubt, my favorite storyteller is my Daddy. I grew up the eldest of five in an age before gadgets, screentime and even 

VCRs! Our days were filled with Daddy’s stories. A highlight of my childhood is the long cross-country motorhome trips we 

would take every summer on visits to my grandparents’ homes in Indiana. Those thousands of miles were passed with Daddy’s 

stories. They were silly, suspenseful and often even included characters named for each of us. They taught me early on that the 

best stories often come out of thin air, inspired by the sights and events we are witnessing around us.  

In terms of other storytellers, obviously I’m a huge fan of Jesus and his parables! I also love the saints, many of whom were 

terrific storytellers. My favorite authors include C.S. Lewis, Louisa May Alcott, and Victor Hugo. Of today’s modern storytellers, 

some of my many favorites include Lin Manuel Miranda, J.K. Rowling, Matt Maher, Josh Groban, Jen Norton, and most stories 

from the Disney franchise. Additionally, I’m thrilled to be a student of storytelling everyday learning lessons from my friends on 

Instagram and Facebook. 

 

 


