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The story behind one of the greatest spiritual classics of our 

time: Henri Nouwen’s Return of the Prodigal Son 
“This book is a ‘Google map’ for those journeying to become more truly human.” 

—Sister Sue Mosteller, CSJ, author, longtime member of L’Arche Daybreak Community,  
and close friend to Henri Nouwen 

 
May 2020 — Henri Nouwen is considered one of the greatest spiritual writers 
of the past seventy years.  His most popular book, The Return of the Prodigal 
Son, has sold over a million copies since its release in 1992. Author Gabrielle 
Earnshaw considers why it deserves a place in the Christian canon in Henri 
Nouwen & the Return of the Prodigal Son: The Making of a Spiritual Classic 
(ISBN 978-1-64060-169-7 │ May 2020 │ $16.99 │ 176 pp).  
 
The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming (1992) by Henri 
Nouwen is one of the most beloved books on the spiritual life of the 20th 
century: a comforting and challenging meditation on growing up, forgiveness 
and reconciliation. A perfect blend of personal story-telling and deep truths, it 
tells a compelling story of Nouwen’s own spiritual transformation that 
continues to touch the hearts and minds of 21st century readers. Drawing on 
meticulous research in the Nouwen Archives, Earnshaw sheds light on 
Nouwen’s writing process and the people and events that shaped his insights 
and ideas. Letters, many published here for the first time, provide a privileged 
look at Nouwen’s world and paint a fascinating portrait of a man changed by 
the very book he was writing.  

 
Both a history and an appreciation, Henri Nouwen & the Return of the Prodigal Son: The Making of a Spiritual 
Classic is a compelling read on why more than two decades later this beloved classic continues to touch the hearts 
and minds of 21st century readers. It is a must-read for the millions of devoted readers who desire to know more 
about Henri Nouwen and his book The Return of the Prodigal Son.  
 
Gabrielle Earnshaw is a writer, editor, speaker and independent scholar on the life and work of 
Henri Nouwen.  She is co-editor of Turning the Wheel: Henri Nouwen and Our Search for God 
(Orbis Books, 2007), editor of Love, Henri: Letters on the Spiritual Life (Random House, 2016), 
You are the Beloved: Daily Meditations for Spiritual Living (Random House, 2017) and Following 
Jesus: Finding Our Way Home in an Age of Anxiety (Random House, 2019).  Earnshaw is the 
founding archivist for the Henri J.M. Nouwen Archives, a position she held for sixteen years, 
and currently serves as Chief Archivist for the Henri Nouwen Legacy Trust. She lives in Toronto, 
Canada. 
 

For interviews with Gabrielle Earnshaw or review copies of the book, please contact Publicist Rachel McKendree 

at rachelm@paracletepress.com or 1-800-451-5006 ext 301. 
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PRAISE FOR Henri Nouwen & The Return of the Prodigal Son 

(ISBN 978-1-64060-169-7 │ May 2020 │ $16.99 │ 176 pp) 

 
“Very few spiritual books have had the impact that Henri Nouwen’s The Return of the Prodigal Son has 
had. But books of this depth emerge only from a particular state of soul. Gabrielle Earnshaw, Nouwen’s 
long-standing archivist, traces out for us Nouwen’s state of soul as he gave birth to this precious book. 
You will understand Nouwen more deeply after you read Earnshaw. This is a new and wonderful 
contribution.” 
—Ronald Rolheiser, author of Domestic Monastery and many other books 
 
“Gabrielle tells the story of Henri, in the final paragraph of The Return of the Prodigal Son, finally being 
able to say, ‘I stand in awe at the place where Rembrandt brought me…from the place of being blessed 
to the place of blessing.’ She puts words around Henri’s heartache as it mutates into a gift of affirming 
others, and his vulnerability into a source of blessings with compassion. This book is a ‘Google map’ for 
those journeying to become more truly human.”  
—Sister Sue Mosteller, CSJ, author, longtime member of L’Arche Daybreak Community, and close friend 
to Henri Nouwen 
 
“Henri Nouwen’s spiritual adventure with Rembrandt’s painting brought the Gospel alive for me 
and for many others. The Return of the Prodigal Son is Nouwen’s most enduring and bestselling book. 
Now Gabrielle Earnshaw, a true Nouwen expert, reveals the story of how it all happened.” 
—James Martin, SJ, author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage, Becoming Who You Are, and other books 
 
 

 
Paraclete Press is pleased to publish Henri Nouwen & the Return of the Prodigal 
Son: The Making of a Spiritual Classic, the second release in the new Stories of Great 
Books series. Some books have such an impact on people that they become more 
than a book—they influence a generation, and beyond. Paraclete celebrates these 
titles with Stories of Great Books. 


