
Newsletter Subscriber Exclusive: 

Get to Know Kaya Papaya Design’s Patricia Maxey 

Here's your chance to know a little more about Patricia personally, her creative journey, and her 

plans for the future of Kaya Papaya Design. Though she is my daughter, I learned some new 

stuff, too. 

Tell us a little bit about your personal life. 

"I’m a wife, and a mother to one sweet little girl named Kaya. The business name is her 

nickname. We live in sunny Florida and I began homeschooling her 2 years ago. So…prior to the 

pandemic I was crazy and into self-torture. Honestly though, we both really enjoy it but there 

are, of course, rough days. 

Sewing is my happy place and adding pattern designing to the mix has given me even more of a 

creative outlet." 

When did you discover that you liked to create? 

"I have always been into art. I can recall being in art class for the first time at 6 (mom comment: 

with high school students!) I still have those sketch books. I enjoy drawing and working mostly 

in charcoal, pastels, and colored pencils. If I paint, it’s usually with acrylics. 

I went to cosmetology school and became licensed, but I never really wanted to do hair as a 

career. Instead, I became a make-up artist, which was much more fun to me, and did that for 

about 5 years or so. 

I have always been interested in fashion and even wanted to be a fashion designer when I was in 

middle/high school, so it’s funny to me now that I have made my way into a field related to 

fashion design." 

What is your design process and where do you get inspiration? 

"My designs most often come to me at night when I’m trying to fall asleep. I will usually fight 

with my own mind to decide if I should get up or not and write it down so I don’t forget. I usually 

have to get up or I can’t sleep.  

I get inspiration from fashion all around, but I’m always trying to incorporate function into a 

design if I can. The Alyssa Convertible Hip Bag is a good example. I wanted the bag to be an all-

in-one for travel. The bag is compact, but it holds 4 cards, has lots of pockets for holding 

Passports, your phone, etc., and it can be a hip bag, a crossbody, or a clutch. I see using it on a 

trip when going out for the day as a hip bag to do tours, sightseeing, or something adventurous. 

Then as a crossbody for a day of shopping. And at night for a nice dinner as a clutch." 

 



What is your design aesthetic? 

"I would say my design aesthetic is classic. I like clean lines and classic shapes. I probably 

wouldn’t design a triangular bag or anything else that’s too trendy because I personally want a 

bag that can carry on through multiple seasons or even years. There’s nothing wrong with 

trendy but it’s just not my style.  

I do like to look at the color of the year for inspiration, but I still go with what I love, not 

necessarily what’s “in” for the moment." 

What do you like most about designing? Least? 

"My favorite part of designing is the making of the prototypes. I love when an idea comes 

together exactly how I envisioned it, and even if it doesn’t, I like working out the kinks to make it 

right. Honestly, once I get the idea out of my head and have it fleshed out into an actual bag, I 

feel a huge relief. It’s like a blob of creativity that I have to get out of my head, and it feels great 

to do so! 

I have another favorite part of designing but it’s simultaneously my least favorite part- the 

testing phase! Although I love giving the pattern to my testers, who are wonderfully talented, and 

I love seeing what they create, I hate the testing phase because I’m always a nervous wreck. I 

worry that something major could be wrong in the pattern and I will cause someone to waste 

fabric or to waste time trying to figure out things. However, that is the whole point of testing, to 

make sure that doesn’t happen once the pattern is released." 

How do you want to grow as a designer?  

"I am someone who gets bored very easily if I am not challenged. I’ve always been that way and 

although I have plenty of growing and improving to do as a designer, I want to expand my 

creativity and goals for this business. 

I’ve been interested in fabric design for quite a while and I’m working out sketches and learning 

how to create them as vector files. 

I may try to do videos at some point but it’s difficult to be motivated to do that when I’ve got 

some wonderful, established YouTubers who want to make my bags for me. I’m not a fan of 

being on camera, or hearing my own voice recorded, so I may leave that up to them, but we’ll 

see. 

We’re looking into having hardware kits offered and possibly some acrylic templates for certain 

patterns. There’s a lot planned for the future so stay tuned!" 

I hope you enjoyed this brief conversation getting to know Patricia. Connect with her through 

PM on Facebook or email her at info@kayapapayadesign.com.  

 


