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S e l e c t i n g  Y o u r  D i s p o s a b l e  Cu p s
Disposable cups come in an endless range of materials, styles, sizes, and colours.  So, with all the options available, we’ve 
covered off some basic cup terminology to help you choose the cup that’s right for you. 

COMPOSTABLE
When an item can be placed into a composition of decaying biodegradable materials, and 
eventually turn into a nutrient-rich material, it’s deemed compostable. Compostable  
products decompose and decay at the same rate as paper without releasing harmful toxins, 
making them a “green” option for your business.

RECYCLABLE
Recyclable simply means that a product can be reused and made into something else, 
something new. To identify recyclable products, look for the universal recycling logo/symbol 
featured on the packaging. There are also seven resin identification codes that can be  
found on recyclable plastic packaging that refer to the type of plastic the packaging is made 
of. 

BIOPLASTIC
Only suitable for cold beverages, BioPlastic is an eco-friendly plastic made from  
post-consumer recycled content. These cups are available in several styles and sizes so you 
can serve your guests with eco-conscious confidence. 

PET
PET stands for polyethylene terephthalate. Part of the polyester family, it’s used to make 
synthetic fibres as well as food and beverage containers. Products made with PET are 
lightweight, durable, impact-resistant and recyclable. 

PLASTIC THIN WALL
Perfect for serving cold drinks and an economical option for everyday beverage service, thin 
wall cups are made of durable polypropylene material and offer a lower cost alternative to 
PET clear plastic cups. These cups are crack-resistant, translucent in appearance and perfect 
for high-volume drinks service. 

FOAM
Foam is known as an effective insulator, making foam cups ideal for hot or cold beverages. 
Foam cups hold their shape better than paper cups, yet still offer a low-cost, lightweight 
vessel available in traditional white or printed patterns.


