
                                  Removing Sawyer grips 
 
Gilman Grips will fit into and are compatible with Sawyer composite 1.625” ID oars. 
Sawyer makes a heavy duty commercial oar shaft used in the Grand Canyon that is a larger 
diameter and will not work with any standard 1.625” grip or blade. 
 
Sawyer uses a set screw and silicone to hold their grips into the oar shaft. 
  
1) Remove the set screw.  
We recommend removing the factory grip using a 1-⅜” or 1-½” steel rod 4” to 12” long as a slap 
hammer inside the shaft to knock out the grip. You do not need to remove the the foam plug. 
Slip the steel rod into the oar shaft with the grip down. Raise the oar up and down quickly so 
that the full weight of the steel rod is knocking the grip out. Continue until the grip is knocked 
out. This method is very quick and effective. Scrape out any remaining silicone from inside the 
oar shaft before installing your GG. 
 
You may be able to get the grip out with someone holding onto the oar shaft twist and pull the 
factory grip out. Remember to first rotate the factory grip until the silicone bond is broken then 
pull the grip out. You may need to place the grip into a vice to get enough force to rotate the 
shaft and break the silicone bond. This method is not always effective and will take more time. 
 
Please refer to the indexing and installation instructions before installing your Gilman Grips. 
You must use glue, do not rely only on the screw to hold in the GG. Be sure to remove any 
silicone that remains in the oar shaft before installing your GG. 
 
 
You can re-install the screw you removed if you are not using a counterbalanced GG. If you are 
using a counterbalanced GG than you will need to switch to a ½” long stainless steel screw. 
Make sure to predrill the size of the screw shank at least ¼” into the steel rod so the tip of the 
½” screw has space to go into. Be careful not to break the screw and do not use a screw longer 
than ½’ if you are using counterbalance. Set the screw by hand and not with a screw gun so you 
do not break the screw or strip out the threads. 
 
 
 
 
See our website for  How-To videos for more detailed instruction. 
 
 
My cell number is 406-763-6464 please give me a call if I can help.  
If you happen to be in Whitefish MT. give me a call and I will be happy to install you new Gilman 
Grips for you. 



Thanks Jeff 


