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INTRODUCTION 

Scrapbooking – a common place word these days in many households, 
but I had never taken the time to learn about it in any depth. That is, until I finally 
began to realize that our family photos were scattered in boxes and bags 
throughout the house – in closets and in the basement, in my dresser drawers, 
as well as in the back of the storage room. Having celebrated a landmark 
birthday recently, I had begun to feel uneasy about not having organized or 
written comments about the pictures in any orderly fashion. Could I still tell the 
children’s baby pictures apart? Had I told them about meeting my great 
grandmother from Scotland and how mesmerizing it was to sit and listen to the 
tales of her childhood? What about the pictures of my own childhood – did they 
know who the folks were in the family pictures? Realizing that I had quite a chore 
before me and the importance of getting it done right, I set to work on this unit 
study so that you could join in our efforts to capture the stories and share the 
legacy of family. 

As a child, I loved to sit and listen to the “grown-ups” tell stories when our 
relatives and family friends would gather and reminisce. The past few 
generations were better (more experienced) storytellers than today’s generation 
– they didn’t have television and video games as children, they actually used
their front porch to fellowship with neighbors, and they knew what it meant to 
share laughter as well as wisdom in stories of their past. They took the TIME to 
tell us the stories and share their pictures and life experiences, and I still smile at 
all of the fun they had in the process of sharing. The tales of the first automobile 
in the small farming community in Alabama – how we all laughed so hard when 
they shared the dare among teenage cousins to see who could learn to drive with 
their toes first, along with the details of colliding with the sheriff as they tried to 
win the dare. The stories of family trials and triumphs through the Depression 
made lasting impressions on all of us, even the youngest. Not only did we learn 
about our heritage and these folks called “family,” but we learned about history 
and lessons of faith, survival and commitment to family. I treasure those stories 
and they play through my mind every time I go through the family photos and see 
those distant faces.  

Even though the term “scrapbooking” has many meanings, it can be used 
in so many ways for so many themes. You and your children can scrapbook your 
family’s adventures, your child’s birthdays through the years, special trips, family 
additions, and much more. As homeschoolers, you can also have your students 
scrapbook a unit study, their latest interest in learning, their favorite team, the 
construction of a new home, their mailing campaign to every baseball team, the 
creation of a first quilt, and much more. Not only can scrapbooking share the 
stories of the past, it can be a tool to share today’s endeavors and tomorrow’s 
dreams.  

http://amandabennett.com
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We live in exciting and challenging times, and the concept of capturing the 
moments with paper and pen and photos is wonderful. When you get right down 
to it, simple scrapbooking requires no hi-tech electronics or special training or 
classes. It is a way that each and every one of us can tell our story in our own 
way. It can be dressed up or simply told, with or without fancy papers and 
embellishments. The most important part of scrapbooking is to tell the story for 
today and tomorrow. Creativity at its finest – let the scrapping begin! 

Enjoying the journey, 
Amanda 

“My grandmother made me a scrapbook because I was once too young to 
remember; I am making scrapbooks for my family because one day  

I may be too old to remember.”   
Author Unknown
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WEEK TWO -- Day Four 
LOWER LEVEL 

Today's Quote 
Carefully copy today's quote into your Scrapbooking Journal: 

”Teach me your way, O Lord.” 
Psalm 86:11 

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words) 
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their 
definitions in your Scrapbooking Journal.  Website suggestions: Webster’s 
1828 Dictionary and Word Central 

trophy 
ribbon 
card 

Interesting People and Places    
Using an encyclopedia or Internet site, look up Mark Twain. Who was he, and 
why is he famous? What are some of the titles of the books that he wrote? Did he 
scrapbook? Website suggestions: History of Scrapbooking – A Timeline, Sam 
Clements – Mark Twain, and What’s in a Name, Mr. Twain? 

Read and Discover 
Using an encyclopedia, book, or Internet site, read the following questions and 
find the answers. Write your answers in your journal. 

1. Have you ever seen the Mississippi River? It is huge! What is the name of
the closest river to your house? Have you ever visited the river? Describe 
the river in your Journal. 

2. Have you ever received a trophy, award, or ribbon for something that you
have done? Do you have a special collection of items that you enjoy? 
Today, take some time to think of a scrapbook page that talks about your 
special awards or hobbies. You can include pictures of your awards or 
collections, and then write a note that tells the story of each picture. 

3. Today, take some time to make some paper picture frames for some of
the photos that you would like to use for your scrapbook. Make the 
pictures a bit larger than the picture. You can use construction paper for 
your frames, and decorate the edges of the frames with markers.   
Website suggestion: How to Make a Cardboard Frame and How to Make 
a Cut-Out Heart (can use these for frames or page decorations) 

Internet Resource 

Mississippi River Boat 
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WEEK TWO -- Day Four
UPPER LEVEL 

Today's Quote 
Copy today's quote into your Scrapbooking Journal: 

“She glances at the photo, and the pilot light 
 of memory flickers in her eyes.”   

Frank Deford 

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words) 
Look up the following words in the dictionary and 
write the words and their definitions in your 
Scrapbooking Journal. Website suggestions: 
Webster’s 1828 Dictionary and Dictionary.com 

invitation 
itinerary 
preservation 

Interesting People and Places  
Using an encyclopedia or Internet site, investigate Mark Twain. Why is he 
famous, and what was his real name? What did he introduce to the scrapbooking 
market? Summarize your answers in your Journal. Website suggestions: 
History of Scrapbooking – A Timeline, Sam Clements – Mark Twain, and What’s 
in a Name, Mr. Twain? 

Read and Discover 
Using library books, encyclopedias, or Internet sites, find the answer to these 
questions and record your answers in your Journal along with the source of your 
information (book, encyclopedia, web site, etc). 

1. Have you ever seen the Mississippi River? Where does it begin and end,
and how long is it? Draw a map of it in your Journal, and include a written
description of the river. Website suggestions: Mississippi River and
Mississippi River

2. What is meant when the term “headwater” is used? What is considered
the headwater or source stream of the Mississippi River? Website
suggestion: Largest US Rivers

3. Of all of Mark Twain’s books, which one earned the most profit? How
much profit did it earn compared to all of his other books?  Website
suggestions: Mark Twain’s Most Profitable Book and Scrapbook on Mark
Twain

4. Today, you are going to create a scrapbook page about your favorite
music or book. Do some research on this favorite, then put together a
scrapbook page that showcases your favorite choice!
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