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Introduction
By Amanda Bennett 

Remember the times that you spent playing make-believe pioneers or building forts 
in the backyard? What a thrill to try to build a fort from Dad’s leftover lumber scraps, 
listen to all of the sounds of nature, and try to “move like an Indian” through the 
underbrush without cracking a twig! Kids usually enjoy learning about pioneers and 
all that goes along with the life that pioneers had to endure.

Come follow the pioneers across America, from the Mississippi and on to the prairies 
and the far West. Let’s learn about their amazing endurance and perseverance, 
their commitment and their faith. These brave people traveled great distances with 
Conestoga wagons and prairie schooners, vehicles that you and I would never 
consider driving down a country lane, let alone cross-country!

With Download N Go™ unit studies, you are about to begin a new kind of learning 
experience. Each study is one week long, with five daily lessons and lapbook 
components for each day. The name, Download N Go™, comes from the concept 
that these studies are ready to use as soon as you have downloaded them. No 
preparation, waiting time, or expensive resources are required. A few inexpensive 
items are needed for the lapbook: a simple file folder, a glue stick, safety scissors, 
brass brads, and crayons or markers. That’s it—simple, effective, and what a way 
to learn! 

Choosing this topic for a Download N Go™ study was easy for me, since we have had 
so much fun learning about pioneers over the years. With this study/lapbook, your 
child will investigate all kinds of things about prairie pioneers, including the types of 
wagons used, landmarks along the way, and some of the children’s chores along the 
trail. Each day he will explore and learn, creating and adding more components to his 
Prairie Pioneer lapbook—building a wonderful reminder of all that he is learning to 
enjoy for years to come.

From developing an understanding of the basics of pioneering life and learning about 
the trails that they took across America, to discovering Kit Carson and John Deere, this 
is going to be an exciting adventure. Along the way, there will be amazing discoveries, 
such as learning how to make butter and how the pioneers found their way along the 
trail. Your student will also learn a bit of history and geography as he studies America’s 
expansion and maps each of the five main trails.
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Let’s travel with the pioneers now, feeling their heart’s desire to seek freedom and 
adventure. Take your children along to see the sights through the eyes of the pioneers, 
appreciate the beauty and intensity of God’s world, smell the campfires, taste the trail 
food, and understand the excitement of finding their own “home place” at the end of 
the journey.

Get ready for the adventure, and thanks for joining us this week as we take off with 
Prairie Pioneers. Stay tuned—new titles are coming out soon, and they include Crazy 
Cartoons and Handsome Horses!

Notes to parents: Remember that Internet site content can change overnight. Please 
check the sites you plan to use before your child visits them in the study. 

Some of the videos in this study are hosted by YouTube and include Google ads that 
cannot be completely avoided. These ads can be hidden by clicking on the X in the 
upper-right corner of the ad banner. 

To conserve printer ink, please note that most printers have a variety of 
printing options (draft mode, economy mode, grayscale, black and white, 
etc.), which may reduce your ink usage. Refer to this guide for assistance in 
exploring your printer’s options.   
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Daily Objectives
Day 1: What Is a Pioneer?

1. What do you know about pioneers?
2. Why did people move west?
3. Learn about the Conestoga wagon.
4. Pioneer Trail and Pioneer of the Day: Natchez Trace Trail 
 and Francis Baily

Day 2: The Story of Pioneers

1. How did pioneers travel?
2. Investigate the prairie schooner. 
3. What was life like on the trail?
4. Pioneer Trail and Pioneer of the Day: Oregon Trail and 
 Narcissa Whitman

Day 3: Science Secrets of the Prairie

1. How did pioneers cook food along the trail?
2. Making butter on the trail.
3. How did pioneers find their way through the countryside?
4. Pioneer Trail and Pioneer of the Day: Santa Fe Trail and Kit Carson

Day 4: Lessons to Learn From Pioneers

1. What are some good character traits of the pioneers?
2. What lessons can be learned from the pioneers?
3. Learn about the sod home. 
4. Pioneer Trail and Pioneer of the Day: California Trail and John Deere

Day 5: Cool Things About Pioneers

1. What is it like to travel the pioneer trails today?
2. Investigate the log cabin. 
3. Who was Laura Ingalls Wilder?
4. What was the Pony Express?
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Day 1
What Is a Pioneer?

We are going to spend this week learning about many adventurous and courageous 
pioneers and what life was like for them. Before we begin, let’s take a few minutes to 
watch these videos:

Video: The Prairies Video: School House Rock—Elbow Room

Just about 150 years ago, America was a young country, full of hard-working people 
with big dreams. One of the dreams was to settle land in the American West. 

Have you ever heard of a pioneer? Color your answer below. 

What do you know about pioneers? Write your answer below. 

Pioneer Definition 

Pioneer Definition 

Prairie Pioneers 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________
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When you look at the map of the United States in 1840 at the link below and compare 
it to a current map of the United States, what differences can you see between them? 
Write your answer below. 

1840 Map of the United States

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

How many states were in the United States in 1840? Write your answer below. 

States Admitted

________________________________________________________________________

How many states are in the United States today? Color the correct answer below. 
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