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Introduction
Remember the first time that you “heard” the ocean in a seashell, or felt the sand shift from 
beneath your feet as the surf washed by? The cry of the seagull, the steady rhythm of the 
surf on the shore, the sting of the salt on your face—all of these and more remind us of the 
tranquility you can experience when visiting the ocean. A visit to the shore, or beach, was 
always a wonderful adventure for me as a child. Children learn so much when at the ocean—
from the texture of sand and sandcastle-building, the thrill of watching a hermit crab take 
a stroll around a tidal pool, the cool touch of the water and the force of the ocean waves as 
they splash along the shore. Even if you and your children cannot visit the ocean, perhaps 
you can visit a lake or river nearby—the adventure and thrill is similar, and there are so many 
fun memories to make along the way.

One of the easiest ways that I have found to get children excited about learning is to choose 
a topic that is interesting to them. The ocean and all that it holds can be very interesting to 
kids of all ages, and it is a great joy for me to be able to provide this study for you and your 
family. Take a minute to ask your children what they would like to learn about the ocean, 
and you might be amazed at their ideas. They may ask questions like “how big is a whale?” 
to “why is the ocean blue?” and “where does surf come from?” Their questions are important 
and help you see where to place extra emphasis during the study.

While the ocean can appear beautiful and peaceful at first glance, it is teeming with life and 
has a colorful history that we cannot overlook. From the site of a breaching whale, to the 
playful rolling of dolphin in the waves, along with the sounds of the creaking and groaning 
of a wooden ship under full sail on its way to Treasure Island, you and your family will enjoy 
studying the vast oceans of the world.

Because the oceans cover more than two-thirds of this planet and have been around since 
creation, they provide a broad study topic for all ages. I have tried to touch on the main 
areas in this study, realizing that you and your family will probably want to pursue some of 
these topics in greater depth. At the end of each week’s lessons, you will find a section titled 
“Additional Internet Sites” that contains Internet links for further study.

This study includes:

	 •	History	and	exploration	of	the	oceans
	 •	World	geography
	 •	Oceanography
	 •	Marine	Biology
	 •	Ocean	explorers
	 •	And	much	more!

http://www.unitstudy.com
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Many of you have been able to visit the ocean, while some of you or your children have not 
yet had that wonderful opportunity. It is my hope that this study brings you closer to “seeing” 
the ocean from your home and getting a feel for its amazing beauty and importance. A 
study of the ocean will provide a lasting awareness of the delicate balance between all of the 
elements of creation—animal life, plant life, the food chain, weather, and water.

Because we were fortunate to live by the ocean for many years, I had the opportunity to 
experience the thrill of seeing the ocean every day, walking the beach on new adventures 
with our family, and staying amazed at the beauty and the power of the ocean. I have tried 
to share what we have seen and learned through this book—to put together the lessons 
and resources that will enable you to share the ocean with your own children and provide a 
lifetime of memories and knowledge. Grab a towel, a pail and shovel, throw some sand in the 
back yard and come join in the quest. As always, enjoy the adventure!

         Blessings, 
         Amanda
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OCEANS
Week Four

Learning Objectives:

•	Learn	about	sea	life	along	the	ocean	shore.
•	Learn	about	modern	ocean	exploration.

•	Study	the	resources	of	the	ocean.
•	Investigate	several	marine	life	species.
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Oceans:
Week Four — Day Three

LOWER LEVEL
Take Me There
Video: Learn About Bioluminescence

Video: Swimming with Sea Turtles

Today's Quote
Carefully copy today's quote into your Oceans Journal:

"Never a ship sails out of bay but carries my heart as a stowaway."
Roselle Mercier Montgomery

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words)
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their definitions in 
your Oceans Journal. Website suggestions: Webster’s 1828 Dictionary and Word Central

 shore 
 sink 
 skate 
 squid 
 stars

Interesting People and Places
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, look up Jacques Piccard. Who was he, and 
how was he involved with the ocean? Write or narrate your answer in your journal. Website 
suggestions: Piccard and Piccard

http://www.unitstudy.com
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Read and Discover
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, read the following questions and find the 
answers. Write your answers in your journal.

 1. Today we are going to be learning about the Loggerhead Sea Turtle. 
  a. How big is an adult Loggerhead Sea Turtle? Website suggestions:
      Loggerhead Sea Turtle and Loggerhead Sea Turtle
  b. What type of animal is a Loggerhead Sea Turtle?
  c. Where do Loggerhead Sea Turtles live?
  d. What does a Loggerhead Sea Turtle eat?
  e. Draw and color a Loggerhead Sea Turtle in your journal.
 2. What is bioluminescence, in your own words? Draw a picture of a sea animal
      that uses bioluminescence in your journal. Website suggestions: Bioluminescence
      and Bioluminescence

http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1232&book=oceans
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1233&book=oceans
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Oceans:
Week Three — Day Two

UPPER LEVEL
Take Me There
Video: Clown Fish and Anemones

Video: Learn How to Set Up an Aquarium

Today's Quote
Copy today's quote into your Oceans Journal:

"Mightier than the thunder of the great waters,
mightier than the breakers of the sea—

the Lord on high is mighty."
(Psalm 93:4)

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words)
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their definitions in 
your Oceans Journal. Website suggestions: Webster’s 1828 Dictionary and Dictionary.com

 family 
 fathom 
 flounder 
 genus 
 pollution

Interesting People and Places
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, look up Ferdinand Magellan. Who was 
he, and what did he have to do with the ocean? Summarize your answer in your journal, 
describing his adventure and how this experience changed his life. Website suggestions:  
Magellan and Magellan

http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1318&book=oceans
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1317&book=oceans
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Read and Discover
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, find the answer to these questions and 
record your answers in your journal along with the source of your information (book, 
website, etc.).

 1. Today, we are going to study the Clown Anemone Fish. 
  a. What is their distribution—where on the globe can they be found? Website
      suggestions: Clown Anemone Fish, Clown Fish, and Clown Fish
  b. How big are they when they are full-grown?
  c. What do they eat?
  d. Why don’t the anemone tentacles sting the Clown Anemone Fish?
  e. Describe the classification of a Clown Anemone Fish:
   I. Kingdom:
   II. Phylum:
   III. Class:
   IV. Order:
   V. Family:
   VI. Genus:
   VII. Species:
 2. Maps play an important role in our lives, from local maps to maps of the interstate
      highways. What are the main uses for maps? What are six important elements that
      many maps contain? Website suggestions: Zoom into Maps and What are Maps?
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