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INTRODUCTION
Walking down to the barn and smelling those wonderful smells again, of leather and hay 
and all things horses—this is what childhood memories are made of! Join us as we start 
our newest adventure, learning about horses. What child is not curious about horses, these 
beautiful animals created by God himself, and named by Adam in the Garden of Eden.

From a stick horse to a rocking horse, we are introduced to horses at an early age, and 
continue to be mesmerized by them throughout childhood. With thoughts of being cowboys 
and cowgirls, children play in imaginary haylofts and ride magnificent horses in their 
minds. This study uses this interest and curiosity to help them learn about history, science, 
geography and the care and keep of horses.

Since the days of ancient civilizations, horses have been a part of our development as a 
society. From the early horse-drawn chariots to the swift couriers used to carry battle plans, 
horses have helped expand civilization. From Egyptian pharaohs to Alexander the Great, 
from Leonardo da Vinci to Justin Morgan, history is filled with the hoof prints of horses and 
wonderful tales of adventure and excitement.

When studying horses, we will investigate all kinds of things about horses. We will study 
the breeds of horses, the anatomy of horses, the history of horses, famous horses in history, 
and riding horses. What are the “gaits” of horses? How did horses impact American history? 
The children have so many questions, and it is a thrill to begin the hunt for answers with this 
study.

As a child, I read all kinds of books about horses, many of which are still available for 
your children to read today. The books by Marguerite Henry about horses like Misty of 
Chincoteague, Born to Trot, Justin Morgan Had a Horse, and classics like Black Beauty are 
wonderful choices for family reading to enjoy as you all investigate horses. I will never forget 
the thrill of taking our children to visit Chincoteague and actually seeing the wild ponies of 
the island—a dream come true for all of us. Take some field trips, visit a rodeo or attend a 
horse show, taking pictures and asking questions, for this is what dreams are made of!

As you and your family learn about horses, enjoy the old western movies, along with old 
episodes of shows like Bonanza, the Long Ranger, Roy Rogers and Dale Evans—shows 
that helped raise the interest in horses of several generations of Americans. The horses in 
the shows are beautiful to watch, and the values shown are typically those that we try to 
promote in our children.
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Saddle up and get ready to ride—we’re off on a new adventure! See you out there, 
somewhere in the sunset…Happy Trails!

Blessings, 
Amanda B.
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HORSES: 
WEEK ONE

Learning Objectives:
•	Develop	knowledge	of	the	history	of	horses.
•	Investigate	the	animal	classification	of	horses.
•	Develop	an	understanding	of	the	head	anatomy	of	horses.
•	Learn	about	the	breeds	of	horses.
•	Become	familiar	with	the	special	vocabulary	used	when	talking	about	horses	(lingo).
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HORSES:
WEEK ONE — DAY TWO

LOWER LEVEL

Take Me There
Video: The Wooden Horse

Video: Guard Donkey

Today’s Quote
Carefully copy today’s quote into your Horse Journal:

“So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild 
animals.”

(Genesis 2:20)

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words)
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their definitions in 
your Horse Journal. Website suggestions: Webster’s 1828 Dictionary and Word Central

 bridle 
 bronco 
 brush 
 buck

Interesting People and Places
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, look up Trojan Horse. What was the Trojan 
Horse in ancient times? Was it true or was it just a story? Write or narrate your answer in your 
journal. Website suggestions: Trojan Horse and The Story of the Trojan Horse

http://www.UnitStudy.com
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1440&book=horsesusa
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1441&book=horsesusa
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1001&book=horsesusa
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1002&book=horsesusa
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1028&book=horsesusa
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1029&book=horsesusa


Horses 21 www.UnitStudy.com

Read and Discover
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, read the following questions and find the 
answers. Write your answers in your journal.

 1. What family of animals do horses belong to? Name three other animals that are in
      this family with horses. Website suggestions: All About Horses and Horse Facts
 2. What does a donkey look like, and how is it different from a horse?Website
      suggestions: Horses and Donkeys and Donkeys
 3. How big are most horses, and about how much do they weigh? How much do you
      weigh? When they measure how tall a horse is in “hands,” what are they talking
      about? Website suggestions: Horse Facts and Horse Words

Internet Resources
Donkey Coloring Page
Horse Cake
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HORSES:
WEEK ONE — DAY TWO

UPPER LEVEL

Take Me There 
Video: How to Measure Height of a Horse

Video: Guard Donkeys

Today’s Quote
Copy today’s quote into your Horse Journal:

“Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the 
birds of the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and 

whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the man gave 
names to all the livestock, the birds of the sky and all the wild animals.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found.”
(Genesis 2:19-20)

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words)
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their definitions in 
your Horse Journal. Website suggestions: Webster’s 1828 Dictionary and Dictionary.com

 bridle 
 bronco 
 canter 
 chestnut

Interesting People and Places
Today we are going to investigate the Trojan Horse. Use books or the Internet sites shown 
below to answer these questions: What was the Trojan Horse, and what war was it a part of—
was this an actual war or a myth? Tell the story of the Trojan Horse in your own words in your 
journal. Website suggestions: Trojan Horse, The Fall of Troy, The Trojan Horse, and The Siege 
of Troy
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Read and Discover
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, find the answers to these questions and 
record your answers in your journal along with the source of your information (book, 
website, etc.).

 1. Describe the size of an average horse—how tall is he and how much does he
      weigh? When we talk about how tall a horse is in “hands” what does this mean?
      Website suggestions: Horse “Hands” Conversion Table and Horse Facts
 2. What is meant by the word equitation? Who is known as the “Father of Classical
      Equitation”? Website suggestions: Dictionary.com and Father of Classical
      Equitation
 3. Read this article Horse Non-Sense, then summarize the key points of this author’s
      view on this topic. Website suggestion: Non-Evolution of the Horse
 4. Where and when was the chariot first used, and how did it change civilization? What
      were the main uses of the chariot in ancient civilizations? Website suggestions:
      Chariot and Chariot
 5. What does a donkey look like, and how is it different from a horse? Website
      suggestions: Horses and Donkeys and Donkeys

Internet Resources
Horse Quilt Patterns  
Horse Quilt Kits
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