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Introduction 
It is with great joy and wonder that I have prepared this book of missionary 
heroes for you. The discovery of a book published in 1922, The Book of 
Missionary Heroes, made me realize that so much of our Christian missionary 
heritage has gotten lost over the years, and deserves to be studied and 
remembered by today’s families. The stories have been rewritten for today’s 
students, and I have included Internet links as a convenience for further study. 

Having met some fascinating modern missionaries in recent years, I was curious 
to know more about how the Word spread around the world since the time of 
Jesus’ resurrection. The disciples, located in the Middle East, heard the Lord’s 
command and acted on it, beginning the spread of Christianity around the world. 
We are familiar with the words that Jesus told the disciples, known as the Great 
Commission: 

Then Jesus came to them and said,  
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  

(Matthew 28:18-20) 

With these words of the Lord, the disciples obeyed His instruction and began the 
process of spreading His Word around the globe—a process that is still going on 
today. It was this study of early missionary heroes that helped us begin to gain 
an understanding of how the Word was spread, and just how much has been so 
willingly sacrificed to answer His call.  

If possible, read this book as a family. I learned so much about early missionaries 
in the process of researching and writing this book, and I hope you and your 
family will also. If possible, go together to hear missionaries speak when they 
come to town. Learn about their struggles as well as their triumphs. You will hear 
some amazing adventures from these modern day missionary heroes, and learn 
about God’s presence in all situations. Support missionaries in any way that you 
can, particularly and most importantly, with your prayers. We have been blessed 
to meet some very special missionaries as we have raised our family, and the 
days of high technology, even on the mission field, make it much easier and 
faster to communicate with them, encourage them, and see how we can help 
meet their needs.  

It is my prayer that you enjoy these stories of some of the early missionary 
heroes. The history of missions work across almost 2,000 years helps us to see 
how much has been done, and just how much is left to do.  
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Chapter 1 

The Hero of the Long Trail 

The Apostle Paul 

(6 A.D. - 67 A.D.) 
The Three Comrades 
The purple shadows of three men moved ahead of them on the yellow stones of 
the Roman road on the high plateau of Asia Minor. They had just come out under 
the arched gateway through the thick walls of the Roman city of Antioch-in-
Pisidia. The great aqueduct of stone that brought the water to the city from the 
mountains on their right looked like a string of giant camels turned to stone. 

Of the three men, one was little more than a boy. He had the oval face of his 
Greek father and the glossy dark hair of his Jewish mother. The older men, 
whose long tunics were caught up under their belts to give their legs free play in 
walking, were brown, grizzled, sturdy travelers. They had walked a hundred 
leagues together from the hot plains of Syria, through the snow-swept passes of 
the Taurus Mountains, and over the sun-scorched levels of the high plateau. 
Their muscles were as tireless as whipcord. Their courage had not failed before 
robber or blizzard, the night yells of the hyena or the stones of angry mobs. 

For the young man, this was his first adventure out into the glorious, unknown 
world. He was on the open road with the glow of the sun on his cheek and the 
sting of the breeze in his face. He had a strong staff in his hand and he carried 
his pack stuffed with food, cheese, olives, and some flat slabs of bread. But the 
greatest part this adventure was that he was with his great hero, Paul. Their 
sandals rang on the stone pavement of the road which ran straight as a strung 
bowline from the city, Antioch-in-Pisidia, away to the west. The boy carried Paul’s 
cloak over his shoulder, and carried it as though was the royal purple garment of 
the Roman Emperor himself instead of the worn, faded, travel-stained cloak of a 
wandering tent-maker. 

The two older men, whose names were Paul the Tarsian and Silas, had trudged 
six hundred miles. Their younger companion, whose name was "Fear God," or 
Timothy as we say, proudly felt the strong muscles working under his skin. 

On they walked, day after day, from dawn when the sun rose behind them to the 
hour when the sun glowed over the hills in their faces. They turned northwest and 
at last dropped down from the highlands of this plateau of Asia Minor, through a 
long broad valley, until they looked down across the Plain of Troy to the bluest 
sea in the world. 
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Timothy's eyes opened with astonishment as he looked down on a city like none 
he had ever seen, the great Roman seaport of Troy. The marble Stadium, where 
the chariots raced and the gladiators fought, gleamed in the afternoon light. 

The three companions could not stop long to gaze. They swung easily down the 
hillsides and across the plain into Troy, where they found a place to stay for the 
night. 

They had not been in Troy long when they met a doctor named Luke. We do not 
know whether one of them was ill and the doctor helped him. We also do not 
know whether Doctor Luke (who was a Greek) worshipped Æsculapius at that 
time, the god of healing of the Greek people. The doctor did not live in Troy, but 
was also a visitor. 

"I live across the sea," Luke told his three friends, Paul, Silas and Timothy, 
stretching his hand out towards the north. "I live," he would say proudly, "in the 
greatest city of all Macedonia, Philippi. It is named after the great ruler Philip of 
Macedonia." 

Then Paul had to tell Doctor Luke what had brought him across a thousand miles 
of plain and mountain pass, hill and valley, to Troy. This is how he probably told 
the story in words that he used again and again in his travels: 

"I used to think that I had to do many things to oppose the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth. I had many of His disciples put into prison and even voted for their 
being put to death. I became so exceedingly mad against them that I even 
chased them to foreign cities. 

"Then as I was journeying to Damascus, 
under orders from the chief priests, I saw a 
light from the sky, brighter than the blaze of 
the sun, shining around me and my 
companions. After we had all fallen down 
on the road, I heard a voice saying to me: 

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 

"Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. 

"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," 
he replied. 

"Now get up and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you must do.” (Acts 9:4-6) 

Then Paul went on: 

"I obeyed the heavenly vision and I told those in Damascus and in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and the foreign nations also, that they should repent and turn to God. 
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