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Preface
(From the original Heroes of Chivalry, 1914) 

These brief historical sketches were written primarily for young people, though it is hoped that 

some older readers may find pleasure in renewing their acquaintance with heroes of chivalry 

whose names are familiar still, but whose deeds are only vaguely recalled. 

It is the purpose of the book to enliven the study of history by giving the adventurous details 

omitted in textbooks, and to enable the readers to form a more vivid and lifelike conception of 

the great men with whom it deals and the turbulent and picturesque times in which they lived. 

The endeavor of the authors has been to narrate events and portray character accurately and 

impartially, but in the sympathetic spirit that recognizes the wide difference between modern 

standards of conduct and the ideals of the Middle Ages. In this spirit, the stories strive to depict 

vividly and adequately the fine, strong virtues and great deeds that won for these knights the 

unbounded admiration of their own age, rather than to dwell upon those traits and acts that are 

justly condemned by the finer moral sense of the twentieth century. Emphasis is laid on the 

noble in character and deed rather than the ignoble, on the great rather than the little. 

In the preparation of the book many histories, chronicles, and legends have been consulted, 

and it is hoped that a fair degree of accuracy has been attained where the narrative belongs to 

the domain of history. The stories of Roland and the Cid, of course, are largely legendary, and 

there is evidently a considerable mixture of fiction in the contemporary accounts of Godfrey 

and Richard. The authors have endeavored to follow recognized historical authority closely 

when practicable; but historians differ so widely among themselves that it is often impossible to 

determine which version of events is most reliable. No important fact has been stated without 

good historical authority, but one or two minor incidents of Godfrey's life and crusade were 

taken from Tasso's “Jerusalem Delivered.” In the treatment of a few unimportant events, some 

imaginative details and circumstances strictly in harmony with the meager historical record of 

facts have been added to give color and interest to the narrative. Also in several instances 

where the subject matter of a conversation or speech is purely legendary, or is given by 

http://www.amandabennett.com/


Heroes of Chivalry  AmandaBennett.com  8 

historians in the third person, it has been put in the first person in order to render the story 

livelier and more vivid. No other liberties have been taken with facts as related by historians of 

learning and repute. 
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Roland and Oliver

“Montjoie! Whoever heard that cry 

Would hold remembrance of chivalry.” 

In days of old there lived a powerful Christian emperor by the name of Charlemagne. His 

kingdom extended over the greater part of the territory which now constitutes the countries of 

France, Germany, and Italy; and the “Franks” as his people were called, followed him with a 

loving loyalty that has been celebrated in song and story for more than thirteen hundred years. 

Around Charlemagne were gathered many knights whose 

names will forever be remembered with that of their 

emperor, and whose deeds will live as long as the chivalric 

instinct thrills the breast of man. 

Now this great emperor, though loving and generous toward 

his subjects, could yet brook no shadow of opposition; and 

when he discovered that his beloved sister Bertha had, 

without his consent, wedded the knight, Milon, he banished 

the disobedient pair from the land of France. 

Fleeing before the awful displeasure of Charlemagne, Milon and his wife wandered about in 

foreign parts as mendicants, and at length took refuge in a cave near a small town in Italy. 

Here, under these adverse circumstances, a little son was born to them —one destined to be 

the hero of two countries, the “Roland” of “the French Iliad” and the “Orlando” of Italian song 

and story. 

While Roland was yet a little lad, his father departed for unknown lands to seek fame and 

fortune, leaving the boy and his mother to eke out a scanty existence as best they might. 
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As Roland grew in years and in youthful graces, he became a favorite with the peasant boys of 

the village, and, in spite of his ragged clothes and his humble abode, was soon made their 

leader. But there was one lad in Sutri who had no love for the stalwart young mendicant. 

Oliver, son of the governor of the town, and consequently a youth of high station, developed 

quite a dislike for him, and a feud existed between the two until it was ended by Roland in a 

most singular way. 

Meeting the son of the governor on neutral ground one day, the fiery young cave-dweller 

proposed that they settle their quarrel with their fists. Oliver, being no coward, quickly 

consented. The contest that ensued was a long and stubborn one, for the two lads were very 

nearly equally matched in strength and endurance and courage. Finally, however, the half-

clad, disowned nephew of Charlemagne stood triumphant. The quarrel was indeed settled; for 

Oliver, being a lad of mettle, and loving and admiring valor wherever he found it, arose from 

his honorable defeat as the sworn friend and admirer of his doughty conqueror. 

And the friendship of Oliver meant much to the poor lad who had defeated him. It often meant 

food when he was hungry, and clothes when he was cold, and always insured him support in 

all the boyish contests in their native village. But, better than all these, it meant to Roland the 

loyal, lifelong devotion of a comrade who became as part of his own soul. 

While Roland was yet only a stripling, the great emperor, Charlemagne, passed through the 

town of Sutri, and while there dined in public on the village green. Now the young Roland had 

not yet come to the age when he could provide for his mother and himself. The times were 

hard with them—especially hard on this great feast-day of the emperor, for they were hungry, 

and did not know where to turn for food. 

Now it chanced that Roland, fierce with the fierceness of the half-starved, came suddenly upon 

some of the emperor’s attendants just as they were bearing trays of rich food to place before 

their master. The sight of food and the thought of his mother's sufferings instantly swept all 
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