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Introduction
The smell of the freshly turned earth, the new seed catalogs arriving in the mail, and the 
singing of the returning birds—all are signs of the arrival of gardening season for many 
families. There is something so basic and satisfying in the planting and nurturing of a garden, 
whether in a planned spot in the yard, in containers on a tiny balcony, or on a bedroom 
window sill.

Gardening offers a priceless opportunity to work together on a fun family project, and share 
thoughts and ideas as you build your own special place of beauty and memories. From pole 
bean tepees to sunflower houses, what memories they will build! Use this study to share 
lessons about nature and plants with your children. What makes the seeds grow? Why do we 
grow things? What does a fresh ear of corn taste like? Imagine together what it might have 
been like in the first garden—the Garden of Eden.

The joy and excitement on the children’s faces is great motivation as we begin to plan the 
garden and buy the seeds, whether for the spring, fall or indoor herb garden. These fun times 
together are still shared, even as the children grow older, and this is a wonderful blessing 
to families everywhere. From the first chance to look at how seeds sprout, learn about 
earthworms, and then on to plant propagation—these are some of the concepts that we 
share with our students. We adjust and learn with them as they progress with their interests 
in plants and gardens.

This unit study has been developed to include the following topics:

 1. Planning and planting your own garden
 2. Plant science
 3. History of gardens
 4. Famous gardens
 5. Famous scientists and gardeners

From developing, planting, and maintaining our own garden and plant experiments through 
the study of gardens, their history, and gardeners like Thomas Jefferson and Monet—all 
contribute to an EXCITING unit study. It is one that we repeat on a regular basis at our house. 
There are plenty of topics and resources for all ages, and this study can keep your family busy 
for many seasons to come. We have all kinds of gardens here on the farm, from vegetable 
gardens to rock gardens, and the knowledge that we have gained from studying gardens has 
been impressive.
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It is so rewarding to see how much our children have learned and how self-sufficient they 
are becoming. They look forward to planning their own gardens and selecting the plants 
that they want to experiment with—this is a self-motivated interest that they will probably 
carry throughout their lives. This is a measurement of true success, according to our way of 
thinking! Enjoy the adventure, and get planting!

Blessings, 
Amanda B.
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What is a garden? We’ll be investigating the meaning and idea of “garden” in this lesson, 
along with the various types of gardens and much more. Off we go on a new adventure!

Gardens can be found all over the world—they come in all shapes and sizes. In gardens 
around the world, you will hear the songs of the birds and the buzzing of the bees, see the 
glorious colors of different kinds of flowers and food, and enjoy the peace that can only be 
found in a garden. They provide us with food, herbs and flowers, as well as providing a place 
of peace and relaxation, Gardens are also perfect places to create plant houses, sunflower 
hideaways and discover the world of dirt, seeds, plants, and nature.

What makes a garden fun? Being outdoors after a long winter, 
seeing new green growth sprouting out of the ground, watching 
animals wake up to springtime, and planning, digging, and 
planting the garden. As we begin our gardens study, let’s 
dig right in and see what we might find.
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Gardens:
Week One — Day Three

LOWER LEVEL

Take Me There
Video: Meet George Washington Carver

Video: Visit Monet’s Garden

Today’s Quote
Copy today’s quote into your Gardens Journal:

“A thing of beauty is a joy forever.”
John Keats

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words)
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their definitions in 
your Gardens Journal. Website suggestions: Word Central and Webster’s 1828 Dictionary

 garden 
 stem 
 leaf

Interesting People Places
Use books or the Internet sites shown below to answer the following: Who was George 
Washington Carver? What did he have to do with plants and farmers? Describe some of the 
ways that he helped American farmers with his ideas and inventions. Website suggestions: 
George Washington Carver, George Washington Carver, and Coloring Book on George
Washington Carver

http://www.unitstudy.com
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1255&book=gardens
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1256&book=gardens
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1002&book=gardens
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1001&book=gardens
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1025&book=gardens
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1026&book=gardens
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1027&book=gardens
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1027&book=gardens
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1027&book=gardens


Gardens 27 www.UnitStudy.com

Read and Discover
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, read the following questions and find the 
answers. Write your answers in your journal.

 1. Visit the Internet links listed below to see Monet’s gardens. Choose one scene or
      item and sketch it in your journal. Website suggestions: Giverny Gardens and
      Monet and Views of Monet’s Garden
 2. In the Bible, you can read about the Creation of this world and all that God made for
      us. On what day of Creation were plants created? What scripture references this?
      Read about the Garden of Eden in Genesis and describe what it must have been
      like in your own words. Website suggestions: Eden and God’s Creation (Illustrated
      Story of Creation)
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Gardens:
Week One — Day Three

Take Me There
Video: Learn About George Washington Carver

Video: Beautiful Gardens Around the World

Today’s Quote
Copy today’s quote into your Gardens Journal:

“The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were 
pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life 

and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.”
(Genesis 2:9)

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words)
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their definitions in 
your Gardens Journal. Website suggestions: Webster’s 1828 Dictionary and Dictionary.com

 watermelon 
 cantaloupe 
 lettuce

Interesting People and Places
Use books or the Internet sites shown below to answer the following: Who was George 
Washington Carver? What did he have to do with plants and farmers? Describe some of the 
ways that he helped American farmers with his ideas and inventions. Website suggestions: 
George Washington Carver, George Washington Carver, and George Washington Carver

UPPER LEVEL
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Read and Discover
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, find the answers to these questions and 
record your answers in your journal, along with the source of your information (book, 
website, etc.).

 1. What is the difference between agriculture and horticulture? Describe each in your
      journal and list examples of each. Website suggestions: Horticulture and
      Agriculture
 2. In your own words, describe the Garden of Eden—the sights and sounds, and
      what it must have been like to be there in the beginning. Write your description in at
      least two paragraphs in your Gardens Journal. Website suggestions: Eden, God’s
      Creation (Illustrated Story of Creation), and Has the Garden of Eden Ever Been
      Found?
 3. In your own words, describe a garden that you have visited. What did you like about
      it, and why? Describe the reasons that you think so many people enjoy gardening as
      a hobby.
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