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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 Doesn’t every child wish they could fly? From those windy days when you 
could lean into the wind and get a feel for what it might be like to set sail in the 
wind, to feeling the strong tug of a kite in a good wind–flying captures the 
imagination of many children. And that is exactly how the first successful 
inventors of manned aircraft began–as children, playing with a flying toy and 
dreaming of the possibilities. From their playtime to their successful first flight, the 
two preacher’s sons moved mankind in a new direction and eventually moved us 
into space exploration. 
 
 As children, we watch the birds and clouds fly by, and wish that we could 
do the same. The thought of flying away like Mary Poppins has crossed many a 
child’s mind on a blustery spring day. From folding and flying ultimate paper 
airplanes to thrilling rides on roller coasters, children experience bits and pieces 
of what it would be like to fly throughout their childhood. Flying is already a topic 
of interest to many children, and it provides plenty of interesting learning for a 
unit study. 
 
 Rich in history and science, flight is a topic of interest and offers plenty of 
learning opportunities. Studying flight, students will learn about the science of 
aviation along with what was involved in attaining the goal of flight for man. They 
will learn about the pursuit of the dream to fly, the many efforts to achieve that 
dream, and the perseverance required to reach the goal. As they learn about 
flight, students will begin to see how the development of flight and the history of 
the world since that development have been intertwined. They will learn about 
the daring pioneers of flight, and some of their wonderful adventures. The story 
of flight is an exciting one, and one that holds plenty of promise for the future.  
 

Students will discover the story of the inquisitive Wright Brothers and their 
efforts to be first in manned flight. They didn’t realize it at the time, but their 
methods of learning and experimentation closely resemble what we now call a 
unit study. They read all that they could find on flight, built models, wrote to 
others who had information that could help them, and kept pursuing every 
possible angle to learn all that they could about flying. They did not give up–they 
just kept learning. Here’s a quote that captures their early lessons on learning: 

 
“We were lucky enough to grow up in a home environment where there was always much 

encouragement to children to pursue intellectual interests; to investigate whatever 
aroused their curiosity.” 

Orville Wright 
 

Let’s see what we can learn from all of the dreamers and inventors that 
helped make flight a reality. Take off and have a great time learning–enjoy the 
adventure!  
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FLIGHT -- Week One 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
 Learn about the early efforts at flight 
 Investigate the flight of birds 
 Become familiar with some of the early inventors who tried to 

create flying machines 
 Study some of the aircraft invented long ago and the early 

inventors 
 

  
 
 
 

“The desire to fly is an idea handed down to us by our ancestors 
who, in their grueling travels across trackless lands  
in prehistoric times, looked enviously on the birds  

soaring freely through space, at full speed, above all obstacles, 
on the infinite highway of the air.” 

Wilbur Wright 
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WEEK ONE -- Day One 

LOWER LEVEL 

Today's Quote 
Carefully copy today's quote into your Flight Journal: 

“But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles.” 

Isaiah 40:31 

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words) 
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their 
definitions in your Flight Journal.  Website suggestions: Elementary Aviation 
Glossary, Webster’s 1828 Dictionary, and Word Central 

air 
airfoil 
airplane 

Interesting People and Places    
Using an encyclopedia or Internet site, look 
up Leonardo da Vinci. Who was he, and 
what did he have to do with flight? Write or 
narrate your answer in your Journal, and 
draw a picture of one of his wing sketches in 
your journal. Website suggestions: Early 
Flight and Leonardo da Vinci’s Flying 
Machine 

Read and Discover 
Using an encyclopedia, book, or Internet site, read the following questions and 
find the answers. Write your answers in your journal. 

1. What is a kite? Describe it in your journal, and draw a picture of a kite that 
you would like to fly. Website suggestions: Kite, What Keeps a Kite in 
the Air? and Webster’s 1828 Dictionary

2. How does a bird fly? Draw a picture of a bird in your journal. Which bird 
will beat its wings faster, a gray heron or a hummingbird?  Website 
suggestions:  Birds in Flight, Flapping Flight, How Does a Bird Fly? and 
Air and Flight

3. Long ago, people used to tell stories (myths) and one of the stories was 
about Daedalus the Inventor. In this story, his son made a mistake while 
trying to fly. What was his mistake? Website suggestion: Daedalus 

http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1001&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1001&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1002&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1003&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1004&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1004&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1005&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1005&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1006&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1007&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1007&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1002&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1008&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1009&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1010&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1011&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1012&book=flight
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WEEK ONE -- Day Three 
 

UPPER LEVEL 
 
Today's Quote 
Copy today's quote into your Flight Journal: 

 
 “It's wonderful to climb the liquid mountains of the sky,  
Behind me and before me is God and I have no fears.” 

Helen Keller, at age 74, on a flight around the world  
 
Words of Wisdom (WOW Words) 
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their 
definitions in your Flight Journal. Website suggestions: Aviation Glossary, 
Webster’s 1828 Dictionary, and Dictionary.com 
 
 angle of attack 
 aviation 
 bank 
 
Interesting People and Places  
Using an encyclopedia or Internet site, look up Sir George Caley. Who was he, 
and what did he contribute to the study of flight? What are some of his other 
inventions? Summarize your answer in your Journal, describing his efforts and 
accomplishments. Website suggestions: Sir George Caley, Caley, History of 
Early Aviation, Sir George Caley, and Sir George Caley 
 
Read and Discover 
Using library books, encyclopedias, or Internet sites, find the answer to these 
questions and record your answers in your Journal along with the source of your 
information (book, encyclopedia, web site, etc). 
1. What is a glider? How does a glider stay aloft without an engine? Describe 

the two methods of launching a glider. Which is most commonly used today? 
Website suggestions: Glider, Glider, and Soaring 

2. Who was known as England’s “Father of Aerodynamics?” What main 
principles of aerodynamics did he discover?  Website suggestions: Father 
of Aerodynamics and History of Early Aviation 

3. Sir George Caley was born in 1773. Which US President was born the same 
year? What historical event took place in Boston that same year? How old 
was Sir Caley when the Montgolfier Brothers had their first successful balloon 
flight? Website suggestions: World History Timeline 1700s and Timeline of 
1771 - 1779 

http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1001&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1002&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1016&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1056&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1057&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1058&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1058&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1046&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1047&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1048&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1049&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1050&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1059&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1059&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1019&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1041&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1052&book=flight
http://amanda-bennett.com/redirect/redirect.php?key=1052&book=flight



