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Learning Objectives
•	Become	familiar	with	the	definition	of	government.
•	Develop	an	understanding	of	the	basics	of	American	government	and	elections.
•	Learn	the	history	of	political	parties	in	America.
•	Study	the	structure	of	the	levels	of	American	government.
•	Investigate	the	history	and	content	of	the	American	Constitution.
•	Investigate	several	types	of	government	used	around	the	world.

ELECTIONS: 
WEEK ONE

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—
for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 

(1Timothy 2:1–2 NIV)
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ELECTIONS:
WEEK ONE — DAY ONE

LOWER LEVEL

Take Me There
Video: Visit Mount Vernon

Today’s Quote
Carefully copy today’s quote into your Elections Journal:

“Liberty, when it begins to take root, is a plant of rapid growth.”
George Washington, President of the United States

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words)
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their definitions in 
your Elections Journal. Website suggestions: Webster’s 1828 Dictionary, Word Central, Kids 
Glossary, and Project Vote Smart Vocabulary

 choose
 elect
 ballot
 law 

Interesting People and Places  
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, look up George Washington. Who was 
he, and why is he important? When was he born, and where was he from? Did he have any 
children? Write or narrate your answers in your journal and include a sketch of him. Website 
suggestions: George Washington, George Washington, The Story of George Washington, 
and George Washington Coloring Page

http://www.unitstudy.com
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Read and Discover
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, read the following questions and find the 
answers. Write your answers in your journal.

 1. What is government? Website suggestions: Webster’s 1828 Dictionary and Word
      Central 
 2. Why do we need a government? Website suggestion: Government
 3. What form of government does the United States have? Describe this form of
      government in your journal. Website suggestions: Type of Government, U.S.
      Government, and Form of Government
 4. What is an election? How often do we elect a president of the United States?
      Website suggestions: Election, Election, and Election
 5. How and when was our first president selected? Website suggestion: Campaigns
      and Elections

Internet Resources 
George Washington
George Washington’s Mount Vernon
Mount Rushmore
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UPPER LEVEL

Take Me There
Video: George Washington’s Home, Mount Vernon

Today’s Quote
Copy today’s quote into your Elections Journal:

“Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without 
religion. Reason and experience both forbid us

to expect that national morality can prevail
in exclusion of religious principle.”

George Washington, President of the United States

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words)
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their definitions in 
your Elections Journal. Website suggestions: Webster’s 1828 Dictionary, Dictionary.com, 
and Project Vote Smart Vocabulary

 ballot 
 partisan 
 campaign 
 candidate 

Interesting People and Places
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, look up George Washington. Who was he? 
What political party was he affiliated with, and when did he serve as president? What was his 
religious affiliation? Describe his life and contributions to American history in your journal. 
Website suggestions: George Washington, George Washington, and George Washington

ELECTIONS:
WEEK ONE — DAY ONE
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Read and Discover
Using books or the Internet sites shown below, find the answers to these questions and 
record your answers in your journal along with the source of your information (book, 
website, etc.).

 1. What are the origins of these words: election, campaign, democracy, and vote?
      Website suggestion: Word Origins
 2. What is the definition of government? Website suggestions: Webster’s 1828 
      Dictionary and Dictionary.com 
 3. Describe the American elections of 1788 and 1792. Who was chosen as president,
      and how was he chosen? Who was chosen as vice president during the first two
      presidencies? Describe the main concerns of President Washington when
      considering whether or not to accept a second term. Website suggestion:
      Campaigns and Elections 
 4. What type of government do we have in the United States? Website suggestions:
      United States and U.S. Government
 5. The American government has to govern a very large population. Do you have
      any idea of the size of the population? What percentage is this of the world’s
      population? Website suggestion: Population Clock

Internet Resources
George Washington’s First Inaugural Address
George Washington’s Mount Vernon
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