
WHISKIES OF THE WORLD
Scotland, Ireland and America may be the most known whisk(e)y making countries in the world but whisky has been made all over 
the globe for a long time. Japan and Canada both have proud distilling histories with many award winning whiskies coming from 
their shores. In the past few years whiskies from Australia, Israel and India have also scored acclaim from some of the world's top 
whisky critics. Each whisky producing nation has their own unique spin on what it is that makes great whisky. This might be the 
ingredients that they use, the processes employed in production or the way they decide to mature the spirit but where it is made 
has a huge impact on the final product. With new nations making whisky everyday the world of whisky is an ever expanding 
category which is ripe with innovation and, also, tradition. There are two variations in the spelling: whisky and whiskey. 
"Whiskey" is common in Ireland and the United States, while "Whisky" is used in all other whisky producing countries. Malt 
whisky is made primarily from malted barley. Grain whisky is made from any type of grain. 

HIC! WHISKIES OF THE WORLD TASTING FLIGHT 

1. Mackmyra Bruks  Whisky 41.4% ABV | Sweden                                Retail Bottle Price: £42 
A light, no-age, Swedish whisky matured primarily in first fill bourbon barrels but also includes whisky aged in Sherry and Swedish oak casks too 
as well as some smokier malt, which all adds to the complexity.  
Aromas: Fresh, delicate fruit aromas with vanilla pods. Pine nuts, pine needles, raspberry bushes and mixed peels. Ryvita and Sesame Snaps. 
Palate: Vanilla cream, custard even and more fruit. Red berries, boiled sweets and rich, warming bourbon. 
Finish: Spicy oak and apple pie whilst remaining light and nimble. 

2. The Yamazaki Distiller’s Reserve Single Malt Whisky - 43% ABV | Japan                      Retail Bottle Price: £75 
From the Suntory Whisky Co. and  produced at the Yamazaki distillery this Distillers Reserve Single Malt is matured in Bordeaux wine casks and 
Sherry casks. It also features malt matured in Mizunara casks, adding subtle fragrant oak notes. 
Aromas: Classic Yamazaki strawberries and dried fruits with floral notes coming from the Mizunara cask whisky. Fragrant sandalwood and 
maybe coconut. 
Palate: The dried berries remain lively on the palate (it even develops some raspberry notes along the way), but they're dialled back a bit to make 
room for light oak, white peach and a small amount of spice. 
Finish: Vanilla lasts and lasts, with spicy but sweet cinnamon acting as a final flourish. 

3. Milk & Honey Classic Single Malt Whisky - 46% ABV | Israel                        Retail Bottle Price: £45 
Tel Aviv's Milk & Honey Distillery has released its very first single malt! Called the Classic this Kosher friendly malt is matured in bourbon and 
virgin oak casks as well as red wine-seasoned STR (shaved, toasted and recharred) casks. There's a wonderful balance of hallmark honey notes 
alongside malt sweetness and rich chocolate. 
Aromas: Ripe peach, dried fruit and well-baked flapjack, with waxy honey and floral oak. 
Palate: Vanilla and honey sweetness leads into lemon curd and sweet porridge, with a dusting of bitter cocoa bringing balance. 
Finish: Peppery oak lingers alongside barrel char and a balance of more honey and bitter dark chocolate. 

4. Penderyn Portwood Welsh Gold Single Malt Whisky - 46% ABV | Wales                                            Retail Bottle Price: £58 
Welsh Gold is extremely rare, pure and precious and was worn by legendary Welsh princes. The Penderyn Single Malt Gold Range reflects those 
qualities. This award winning whisky is initially matured in ex-bourbon casks and then in Portwood casks following that.  
Aromas: Rich dried fruits with dark chocolate and cranberries; a hint of toasty oak mingles with a baked nutty dryness. 
Palate: A creamy richness with some honey and spiced notes emerging. 
Finish: Smooth with a soft oak and honey sweetness lingering gently on the tongue. 

5. Paul John Bold Peated Single Malt Whisky - 46% ABV | India                       Retail Bottle Price: £45 
Paul John is a brand of Indian single malt whisky and single cask whisky, manufactured by John Distilleries in Goa. Bold is a fully peated single 
malt  with peat brought over to Goa from Islay, where it is used to dry their 6-row Indian barley.  
Aromas: Fragrant toasted barley, dried grass, a little kipper smoke, citrus peels, green apple and brown sugar. 
Palate: Honeyed oak and fruity coffee with that Islay peat again making its character gently known. Spicy porridge, lime and dry toast. 
Finish: Peaty, peppered oak. 



WHISKIES OF THE WORLD
A GUIDE TO TASTING WHISKY 

Step One: Take a Good Look 
Take some time to look at the spirit, and swirl it around. Is it viscous and oily, or light and delicate? What is the colour profile? 
Think of easily recognisable objects from the world around you – golds, ambers, yellows, the sun-burnished skin of a ripe peach! 

Step Two: Nose the Whisky 
Once you have considered the look and appearance of the whisky, it’s time to consider its aroma. Begin by swirling the liquid to 
loosen it. Move your nose gently from the top of the glass rim to the bottom, repeating more vigorously as the alcohol vapours give 
way to the complex aroma of the spirit. Here, you can begin to establish the whisky’s flavour profiles. Is it a robust, heavy scent? Is 
it a lighter, more delicate profile? Search your mind for nostalgia! Smells are often linked to memories: grandfather’s desk 
(leather, wood,  age, mustiness), Christmas with the family (Christmas cake, dried fruits, sultanas, port), a hayloft in summer 
(dried grass, wood), a barbecue on the beach (salt, smoke, seaweed, cricket). Everyone will have their own memories, thus 
everyone will find their own descriptive flights of fancy. 

Step Three: It’s Time to Taste 
Once you are content with nosing the whisky, it’s time to taste. Begin by loosening the spirit and taking a small sip. Let it stay in 
your mouth. How does it feel? Is it a viscous or lighter mouth-feel? The full flavour of the dram will begin to reveal itself on the 
second sip, as your palate acclimatises to the complexity of the spirit. Can you begin to discern an overall flavour? Is it soft and 
rolling or hot and immediate? Is it drying (tannins) or refreshing and lively? You should also pick up any sweetness, or lack of, in 
the whisky, as well as those other basic flavours courtesy of the tongue. Your palate will also tell you how the whisky is structured. 
Is there a definite beginning, middle and end to this story? When are different tastes introduced? And does it have a satisfying 
conclusion?  After swallowing the whisky, what are you left with? This, unsurprisingly, is the finish. Is it short, medium or long? 
Dry or smooth? Are there new flavours to be found now things have quietened down a bit? 

Step Four: Explore Further 
Open up the whisky further by adding a small drop of good spring water, and try adding slightly more as you work your way 
through the dram. Do you notice the character of the whisky change? How has a small dilution altered the flavours? Interestingly, 
John Glaser, of Compass Box Whiskies, remarks that many master blenders dilute to just 20% when crafting their products. 

Water or Ice? 
It’s the question whisky lovers across the world continue to contend with. To enjoy whisky, adding water or ice is a personal 
choice with very different effects on the spirit. To appreciate whisky and taste the full depth of a spirit’s character, it is 
recommended to add small drops of water. Water opens up a whisky, revealing the intricate workings of a dram’s flavour, helping 
you identify the constituent parts more easily. And remember that sniffing and sipping a few high ‘ABV’ whiskies will quickly 
numb your nose and your palate, so bear this in mind when undertaking a serious tasting session. 

ENJOY!


