
AMERICAN WHISKIES
Whiskey is made all across America in varying styles, from the sweet Tennessee whiskies to spicy rye and corn style whiskies. 
Bourbon Whiskey is produced using a mash of 51%-80% corn, and aged in new, charred white-oak barrels, bourbons display 
the sweeter style associated with American whiskey. Corn Whiskey must contain at least 80% corn in the mash-bill and be aged in 
uncharred oak barrels. This is the historical style of American whiskey - inexpensive, aged for a short time and intended for 
immediate consumption. Rye Whiskies are made from a mash of at least 51% rye and aged in new charred-oak barrels, these are 
spicier and fuller-bodied than bourbons, making an excellent alternative to bourbon in the classic Old Fashioned cocktail. 
Tennessee Whisky is made from a mash of at least 51% corn and aged in new charred-oak barrels, these differ from bourbon in 
two ways: they must be made in the state of Tennessee, and generally use the Lincoln County Process, whereby the whiskey is 
filtered through maple charcoal before bottling. The prime example of this is Jack Daniel’s, whose iconic No.7 bottling is famous 
the world over. Wheat Whisky is made using a mash of at least 51% wheat, and aged in new, charred white-oak barrels; it’s only 
the grain which differentiates wheat whiskey from bourbon, resulting in a softer style. White Dog is the American term used for 
unaged whiskey, also known as ‘moonshine’ or ‘white whiskey’. Bottled directly after distillation, usually with water added to 
reduce it to drinking strength, these show off the character of a distillery’s spirit in its most natural form. Other styles of American 
whiskey include single malt, blended and flavour infusions, as well as those made by craft or micro-distilleries which do not fit into 
any of the above categories for various production reasons. 

OUR AMERICAN WHISKEY TASTING FLIGHT 
1. Four Roses Small Batch Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey - 45% ABV                             Retail Bottle Price: £32 
Four Roses Small Batch is a unique blend of four mash bills creating an approachable and flavoursome expression of Bourbon. 
Aromas: The nose is quite subtle and smooth, there are notes of winter spice and buttered granary toast with thick honey. There are hints of cut 
flowers and dry hay. 
Palate: There are notes of Manuka honey, winter spice, toasty oak, a little crème anglaise and thick fruit. 
Finish: The finish is of good length with a resurgence from the crème anglaise. 

2. Blantons Single Barrel Original Bourbon  (Barrel 799)- 46.5% ABV                      Retail Bottle Price: £65 
This single barrel bourbon, taken from the middle sections of Blanton's Warehouse H, was once the preserve of ambassadors, dignitaries and 
friends and family of Colonel Blanton himself. A sour mash whisky of body, bouquet and character unequalled by any other. 
Aromas: Toasted pecans, vanilla fudge, buttery oak, and zesty peels. 
Palate: Smooth flavours of malted cereal and stewed fruit combine with warm toffee and a hint of black cherry. 
Finish: Warm popcorn, gentle pepper spice, sweet roasted nuts, and creamy, oaken vanilla 

3. High West Double Rye! - 46% ABV                          Retail Bottle Price: £50 
High West Double Rye! is made by blending two very distinct rye whiskies together, a lively 2-year-old and a sweeter 16-year-old that was made 
with a higher proportion of corn. 
Aromas: Mint, clove, cinnamon, liquorice root, pine nuts, and dark chocolate, with a surprising dose of gin botanicals throughout. 
Palate: Rye spices up front, then menthol, mint, eucalyptus, herbal tea with wildflower honey and all spice. 
Finish: Cinnamon and mint, gradually sweetening through the finish, with a hint of anise. 

4. Westward American Single Malt Whiskey - 45% ABV                                              Retail Bottle Price: £65 
The flagship single malt whiskey from Westward is America’s highest rated single malt. First, Westward brew an American pale ale using locally 
grown malted barley, and this is then double pot distilled. It's then aged in lightly toasted new American oak barrels before bottling.  
Aromas: Stewed dark berries, vanilla rice pudding and some maple syrup, with crunchy orchard fruits. 
Palate: Cigar box and spicy oak, leading into barley sugar, biscuity malt and spiced apple. 
Finish: Melted dark chocolate appears alongside brown sugar and a pinch of tobacco. 

5. High West Campfire Whiskey - 46% ABV                         Retail Bottle Price: £75 
High West Campfire is the world's finest blend of scotch, bourbon and rye whiskies. Following a trip to the peated Scotch whisky heartland of 
Islay, High West owner David Perkins sought to combine peated single malt with sweet bourbon as well as rye whiskey to create something 
unique.  
Aromas: Golden syrup, peach, honey, a little rye spice. Light smoke and smouldering wood from a campfire the morning after 
Palate: Vanilla, honey, toffee with some nice fruit, blueberries and black cherries, spices - nutmeg, cinnamon, salty caramels, gentle smoke. 
Finish: Long, sweet, spicy, and smoky. 



AMERICAN WHISKIES
A GUIDE TO TASTING WHISKY 

Step One: Take a Good Look 
Take some time to look at the spirit, and swirl it around. Is it viscous and oily, or light and delicate? What is the colour profile? 
Think of easily recognisable objects from the world around you – golds, ambers, yellows, the sun-burnished skin of a ripe peach! 

Step Two: Nose the Whisky 
Once you have considered the look and appearance of the whisky, it’s time to consider its aroma. Begin by swirling the liquid to 
loosen it. Move your nose gently from the top of the glass rim to the bottom, repeating more vigorously as the alcohol vapours give 
way to the complex aroma of the spirit. Here, you can begin to establish the whisky’s flavour profiles. Is it a robust, heavy scent? Is 
it a lighter, more delicate profile? Search your mind for nostalgia! Smells are often linked to memories: grandfather’s desk 
(leather, wood,  age, mustiness), Christmas with the family (Christmas cake, dried fruits, sultanas, port), a hayloft in summer 
(dried grass, wood), a barbecue on the beach (salt, smoke, seaweed, cricket). Everyone will have their own memories, thus 
everyone will find their own descriptive flights of fancy. 

Step Three: It’s Time to Taste 
Once you are content with nosing the whisky, it’s time to taste. Begin by loosening the spirit and taking a small sip. Let it stay in 
your mouth. How does it feel? Is it a viscous or lighter mouth-feel? The full flavour of the dram will begin to reveal itself on the 
second sip, as your palate acclimatises to the complexity of the spirit. Can you begin to discern an overall flavour? Is it soft and 
rolling or hot and immediate? Is it drying (tannins) or refreshing and lively? You should also pick up any sweetness, or lack of, in 
the whisky, as well as those other basic flavours courtesy of the tongue. Your palate will also tell you how the whisky is structured. 
Is there a definite beginning, middle and end to this story? When are different tastes introduced? And does it have a satisfying 
conclusion?  After swallowing the whisky, what are you left with? This, unsurprisingly, is the finish. Is it short, medium or long? 
Dry or smooth? Are there new flavours to be found now things have quietened down a bit? 

Step Four: Explore Further 
Open up the whisky further by adding a small drop of good spring water, and try adding slightly more as you work your way 
through the dram. Do you notice the character of the whisky change? How has a small dilution altered the flavours? Interestingly, 
John Glaser, of Compass Box Whiskies, remarks that many master blenders dilute to just 20% when crafting their products. 

Water or Ice? 
It’s the question whisky lovers across the world continue to contend with. To enjoy whisky, adding water or ice is a personal 
choice with very different effects on the spirit. To appreciate whisky and taste the full depth of a spirit’s character, it is 
recommended to add small drops of water. Water opens up a whisky, revealing the intricate workings of a dram’s flavour, helping 
you identify the constituent parts more easily. And remember that sniffing and sipping a few high ‘ABV’ whiskies will quickly 
numb your nose and your palate, so bear this in mind when undertaking a serious tasting session. 

ENJOY!


