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Beijing: Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has 
asked his troops to “pre-
pare for war” state news 
agency Xinhua report-
ed today. “Troops 
should “maintain a 
state of  high alert...  Put 
all (your) minds and en-
ergy into preparing for 
war,” Xinhua quoted Xi 
Jinping as saying.  

Troops should be “ab-
solutely loyal, absolute-
ly pure, and absolutely 
reliable”, the Chinese 
President said during 
his visit to Marine 
corps of  PLA in 
Chaozhou City.

Sources said Presi-
dent Xi’s remarks were 
“not specifically direct-
ed at India”, even 
though it came amid 
the border dispute in 

Ladakh.  
The remark coincides 

with Chinese claims 
about the passage of  a 
US Navy warship 
through the Taiwan 

Strait -- an area China is 
sensitive about.

Beijing claims sover-
eignty over certain are-
as in South China Sea, 
where Vietnam, Malay-

sia, the Philippines, 
Brunei and Taiwan have 
made counterclaims.  

The relation between 
Beijing and Washing-
ton, traditionally prick-
ly, has escalated follow-
ing the coronavirus 
outbreak and the open 
US support to Taiwan, 
which is trying to in-
crease its influence in 
the Indo-Pacific area.

US President Donald 
Trump has made nu-
merous references to 
the “virus from Wu-
han” and blamed China 
for the outbreak.  

A the recent meeting 

of  the Quad -- the four 
major Indo-Pacific de-
mocracies of  India, the 
US, Japan and Austral-
ia  -- US Secretary of  
State Mike Pompeo said 
the crisis over the “vi-
rus from Wuhan” was 
“made worse by Chi-
nese Communist Party 
cover-up”.

“We also resolve pre-
cious freedoms and sov-
ereignty of  the diverse 
nations of  the region,” 
Mr Pompeo had said, to 
“protect” them from the 
Chinese Communist Par-
ty’s “coercion, exploita-
tion, corruption”.

Xi Jinping asks troops to focus on ‘preparing for war’: Report
Troops should be “absolutely loyal, absolutely pure, and absolutely reliable”, Chinese President told PLA

J&K AND LADAKH INTEGRAL 
PART OF INDIA, ASSERTS MEA
New Delhi: India on Thursday asserted that the 
union territories of Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh “have been, are, and would” remain an 
integral part of the country, insisting that China 
has no locus standi to comment on its internal 
matters. The comments by External Affairs 
Ministry Spokesperson Anurag Srivastava came 
in response to China’s contention that it does not 
recognise the union territory of Ladakh as well 
as the state of Arunachal Pradesh. “Our position 
on this has always been clear and consistent. 
The union territories of Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh have been, are, and would remain 
an integral part of India. China has no locus 
standi to comment on India’s internal matters,” 
Srivastava said at a media briefing.

Let Allahabad 
HC to monitor 
Hathras case, 
opines SC

Kashmir leaders 
float new alliance
for ‘restoring J&K’s 
constitutional status’

Srinagar: In their first 
meeting since the revo-
cation of  Jammu and 
Kashmir’s special sta-
tus, the signatories of  
the Gupkar Declaration 
Thursday formed a new 
alliance with an aim to 
restore J&K’s constitu-
tional status as it existed 
before August 5 last year.

“We have named this 
alliance as the People’s 
Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration. Our battle 
is a constitutional bat-
tle and we want the gov-
ernment of  India to re-
turn to the people of  the 
State the rights they 
held before 5th Aug 
2019. We aim to restore 
J&K’s constitutional 
status as it existed be-
fore Aug 5 last year,” 
former Chief  Minister 
Farooq Abdullah said 

after the meeting of  the 
signatories.

Parties including the 
NC, PDP, CPI(M), PC, 
JKPM and ANC are 
part of  the newly con-
stituted alliance.

The National Confer-
ence chief  added that 
the alliance favours ini-
tiation of  dialogue be-
tween all stakeholders 
for resolution of  the 
J&K issue.

The meeting was 
held at Abdullah’s resi-
dence days after PDP 
leader Mehbooba Mufti 
was released from de-
tention. It was attended 
by Mufti, Peoples Con-
ference chairman Sa-
jad Lone, Peoples Move-
ment leader Javaid Mir 
and CPIM leader Mo-
hammad Yousuf  Tari-
gami.  Turn to P6

New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court on Thurs-
day said the Allahabad 
High Court would moni-
tor the Hathras case in 
which a 19-year-old Dalit 
woman was allegedly 
gangrape and assaulted, 
leading to her death.

During the hearing 
before the Chief  Justice 
SA Bobde-led bench, ad-
vocate Seema Kushwa-
ha, appearing for the 
victim’s family, de-
manded that the pro-
ceedings of  the case be 
shifted out of  Uttar 
Pradesh to a court in 
the national capital.

Allaying the appre-
hension, CJI Bobde 
said, “Let the high court 
deal with it. We are here 
if  there is any prob-
lem.”

The hearing began 
with Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta referring 
to the affidavit filed by 
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment, which said a 
three-fold mechanism 
— comprising five 
armed constabulary 
personnel, civil police 
including a guard and 
gunners,  Turn to P6

NC chief Farooq Abdullah addresses a press conference along 
with son Omar Abdullah, PDP President Mehbooba Mufti and 
others after meeting of signatories to the Gupkar declaration, at 
his residence in Srinagar on Thursday.  —PHOTOS BY PTI

Chinese President Xi Jinping was visiting PLA Marine corps in Chaozhou City.

Teacher is the creator of better society: CM Gehlot

Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: Chief  Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot has 
said that teachers are 
the creators of  a better 
society. 

“Through their guid-
ance, teachers develop 
life values in children 
as well as democratic 
values in them, such as 
secularism, unity, in-
tegrity, social harmony, 

so that our future gen-
erations can build a bet-
ter nation,” Gehlot said 
while addressing a state 
level function to honor 
teachers on Thursday 
through video confer-
encing from the Chief  
Minister’s residence. 
On this occasion, he 
started the e-class pro-
gram to keep children 
connected with quality 
education and released 

a no-bag day brochure 
even during the Corona 
era. During this period, 
the Chief  Minister also 

honored 849 teachers 
for their outstanding 
services.

The Chief  Minister 

said that the state gov-
ernment wants to give 
good governance 
through sensitive, 
transparent and ac-
countable governance. 
“The role of  teachers is 
very important in this. 
The teachers have 
served as dedicated co-
rona warriors during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The state government 
will always uphold their 
honor,” he said.

Gehlot said that “we 
should move ahead by 
considering the year 

-2020 as a year for saving 
life, because life saving 
is our top priority from 
Covid-19. The State Gov-
ernment is also striving 
to save life from Corona 
as well as to keep the 
livelihood running. For 
this, along with 
strengthening the medi-
cal infrastructure, we 
have also continuously 
tried to increase devel-
opment activities.”

The Chief  Minister 
said that the state gov-
ernment has estab-
lished  Turn to P6

SHOTGUN SINHA’S 
SON LUV TO FIGHT 
ON CONG TICKET
Patna: Actor-turned-
politician Shatrughan 
Sinha’s son Luv Sinha 
is all set to debut in 
politics by contesting the 
Bihar election later this 
month.Luv Sinha, 37, is 
the Congress candidate 
from Bankipore, pitted 
against the BJP’s three-
time MLA Nitin Navin. 
Bankipore is a part of 
the Patna Sahib Lok 
Sabha constituency that 
Shatrughan twice.

CEREMONY TO FELICITATE TEACHERS

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot along with Govind Singh Dotasra 
releasing e-kaksha momento, on Thursday.

They served as dedicated Corona 
warriors, govt will uphold honour

Mohd Fahad

New Delhi: Owing to 
the controversy sur-
rounding its viewer-
ship data for news 
channels, the televi-
sion ratings agency, 
Broadcast Audience 
Research Council 
(BARC), has paused the 
weekly ratings of  tele-
vision news for a peri-
od of  three months. 
The decision would 
cover all Hindi, Region-
al, English news and 
Business news chan-
nels with immediate 
effect, it said.

However, BARC will 
continue to release 
weekly audience esti-
mates for the genre of  
news by state and lan-
guage.

Announcing the de-
cision, BARC said a 
technical  Turn to P6

alliance with an aim to 
restore J&K’s constitu-
tional status as it existed 
before August 5 last year.

alliance as the People’s 

is a constitutional bat-
tle and we want the gov-
ernment of  India to re-
turn to the people of  the 
State the rights they 
held before 5th Aug 
2019. We aim to restore 
J&K’s constitutional 
status as it existed be-
fore Aug 5 last year,” 
former Chief  Minister 
Farooq Abdullah said 

CEREMONY TO FELICITATE TEACHERS

Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration. Our battle 
is a constitutional bat-

Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration. Our battle 
is a constitutional bat-
tle and we want the gov-

CEREMONY TO FELICITATE TEACHERS

ZERO HOUR FOR 
NEWS ADVT
BARC PAUSES RATINGS
AMID MASSIVE TRP ROW

 The review exercise 
likely to last for about  
eight to twelve weeks

 Will cover all Hindi, 
regional, English and 
business news channels

Given the most recent develop-
ments, BARC Board was of  
opinion that a pause was 
necessitated to enable 

industry and BARC to work closely 
to review its already stringent proto-
cols and further augment them to to 
focus on  well-natured competitiveness
Punit Goenka, Chairman, BARC India Board

NBF MIFFED WITH DECISION
Arnab Goswami-led News Broadcasters Federation 
(NBF) strongly objected to BARC’s action saying that 
it was not consulted before such a step was taken. 
If BARC sincerely wants to review its system then it 
should pause ratings of all genres and not just news.

WHAT TRIGGERED THE MOVE
The Mumbai Police is probing the “fradulent” 
manipulation of TRPs involving three channels — 
Republic, Fakt Marathi, and Box Cinema — mainly 
in the city. Four persons have been in the case so far 
and the police are on the lookout for three others. Of 
those arrested, one is a former employee of Hansa 
Research that calculated TRPs of channels for 
Broadcast Audience Research Council (BARC)

B A
R C

NEWS

‘GO TO HC FIRST’
The Supreme 
Court directed 
Republic TV to 
approach the 
Bombay High 
Court with its 

petition in con-
nection with 

the TRP scam. 
Republic TV’s 
Chief Financial 
Offi cer Shiva 

Sundaram had 
challenging the 
summons of 

Mumbai police

New Delhi: The Central 
government will borrow 
up to Rs 1.1 lakh crore 
on behalf of the states 
to bridge the shortfall 
in GST collections, the 
Finance Ministry said on 
Thursday. In a state-
ment, the Union Finance 
Ministry said states were 
offered a special window 
to borrow Rs 1.1 lakh 
crore over and above 
their existing limits, to 
bridge the shortfall. “The 
amount so borrowed 
will be passed on to the 
states as a back-to-back 
loan in lieu of GST com-
pensation cess releas-
es,” the ministry said.

Centre to borrow on 
behalf of states to 
meet GST shortfall
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Rajiv Gaur

Jodhpur: The Ra-
jasthan High Court on 
Thursday adjourned 
till Monday the hearing 
into the pleas seeking 
quashing of  FIRs 
against former Union 
minister Arun Shourie 
and four others in con-
nection with the sale of  
Udaipur’s Laxmi Vilas 
Palace Hotel two dec-
ades ago.

The accused had ap-
proached the HC after a 
special CBI court is-

sued arrest warrants 
against them last 
month. 

Hearing in the case 
was also scheduled in 
the CBI Court but all 
the accused submitted 
applications requesting 
exemption from appear-
ing in the court on 
Thursday and grating 
some time.

Similarly, the hearing 
in High Court was also 
adjourned for next 
hearing on  Monday. 

Hearing appeals of  
all the 5 accused of  the 

case for stay on arrest 
warrants and quashing 
of  FIRs against them 
was scheduled in the 
high court.

It may be noted that 
all the accused includ-
ing former disinvest-
ment minister Arun 
Shourie and the then 
disinvestment secre-
tary Pradeep Baijal 
along with MD (Lazard 
India Limited) Ashish 
Guha, MD (Bharat Ho-
tels Limited) Jyotsana 
Suri and valuer Kanti-
lal Vikamsey had been 
held guilty by the CBI 
court in Rs7.52 crore 
disinvestment deal of  
ITC owned Laxmi Vilas 
Palace Hotel in Udaipur 

in 1999-2002 during 
NDA regime.

All the accused had 
moved HC challenging 
the order of  the CBI 
Court, which had stayed 
the arrest warrants 
converting them into 
bailable warrants and 
had listed the matter for 
hearing on quashing of  
FIRs on Thursday.

Meanwhile, all the ac-
cused have already fur-
nished their bail bonds 
and 2 sureties each in 
the CBI court as direct-
ed by the HC.

Raj HC adjourns hearing till Monday
LAXMI VILAS HOTEL CASE

BJP won’t consider others in general seats
BOTH CONGRESS & BJP ARE SURVEYING MUNICIPAL CORPORATION SEATS TO SCOUT FOR WINNABLE CANDIDATES
Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur: BJP has decid-
ed that party would not 
consider candidates 
from other categories 
in a general category 
seat. The decision was 
taken on Thursday a 
day after the party had 
announced that a can-
didate contesting the 
municipal election 
would be a resident of  
the same ward and 
changing wards would 
not be allowed.

The party has also 
decided not to allocate 
tickets to councilors 
who had revolted in the 
matter of  former may-
or Vishnu Lata. These 
and many other deci-
sions were taken on 
Thursday in a BJP 
meeting held at the BJP 
state headquarters.

Union minister Ar-
jun Ram Meghwal, who 
has been appointed the 
coordinator for the 
Jaipur Municipal Cor-
poration election, 
chaired the important 
meeting on Thursday 
regarding the selection 
of  candidates and elec-
toral strategy. City 
MLAs, MPs, former 
MLAs, city presidents 
and state officials were 
present in the meeting.

The leaders dis-
cussed rules regarding 

selection of  candidates 
for the polls. Meghwal 
said the party would 
field candidates in all 
250 seats and form its 
boards in both the cor-
porations. The issue of  

rebellion during the 
bye election for may-
oral post in 2019 was 
also discussed in the 
meeting.

BJP state president 
Satish Poonia said the 

names of  those involved 
in rebellion were with 
the disciplinary com-
mittee and they would 
not be considered for 
ticket whatever strate-
gy they might adopt.

Candidate 
deposits `5k 
coins as 
nomination fee

Delimitation done in violation 
of norms, says Meghwal
First India Bureau

Jaipur: The Bharatiya 
Janta Party has once 
again raised the issue 
of  delimitation of  
wards. Union Minister 
Arjun Ram Meghwal, 
who is BJP’s coordina-
tor for Jaipur Munici-
pal Corporation elec-
tions, alleged violation 
of  conditions in the 
delimitation on Thurs-
day. Meghwal said, in a 
press conference at the 
BJP headquarters, that 
Congress broke colo-
nies in delimitation, 
broke wards and car-
ried out delimitation in 
violation of  the norms.

“But BJP accepts 
this challenge. This 
may be called a 
planned move or con-
spiracy of  Congress,” 
he said. He said Con-
gress thought that 
BJP has more base in 

cities and it was tough 
for Cong to win mu-
nicipal polls so they 
divided municipal 
corporation into two.

Regarding ticket dis-
tribution, Meghwal 
made it clear that the 
party was very serious 
about ticket distribu-
tion and would not give 
tickets to those in-
volved in irregulari-
ties, nor would it take 
any kind of  leniency 

for defectors. He said 
along with a clean im-
age, it was also very 
important for a candi-
date to be a winning 
and reliable. Meghwal 
said party would re-
lease its vision paper 
and black paper 
against the Congress 
regime. He alleged 
state government dis-
tributed Centre’s 
funds in a discrimina-
tory manner.

BJP will win both 
Jodhpur North & 
South: Shekhawat

In a bizarre 
case, official in 
ACB net while 
returning bribe

Temple priest case: HC to hear 
PIL seeking CBI probe on Oct 20

RU SUSPENDS 2 TEACHERS AFTER TIFF Accused’s kin force 
out rape victim’s
family from village

Body of labourer retrieved from 
well in Sirohi after 3 days

Multiple surveys to finalise 
winnable candidates

First India Bureau

Jaipur: A candidate 
filing nomination for 
the Jaipur municipal 
corporation Heritage 
polls took the election 
officials by surprise 
on Thursday when he 
turned up with bags 
full of  coins. The inde-
pendent candidate 
from ward number 70 
put the bags, contain-
ing coins worth Rs 
5,000 as nomination 
fee, before the election 
officials who had a 
tough time counting 
the money.

According to the of-
ficials, such tactics are 
usually adopted to at-
tract the attention of  
the voters before the 
campaigning starts. On 
the second day, six nom-
inations were received 
in Jaipur. In a similar 
move, an Independent 
candidate for Pachpa-
dra Assembly seat had 
also deposited a nomi-
nation fee of  Rs 10,000 
in coins of  Rs 1 denomi-
nation in the 2018 as-
sembly elections.

First India Bureau

Jodhpur: Union Jal 
Shakti minister Ga-
jendra Singh on 
Thursday said that 
people are suffering in 
Congress rule and will 
settle the score with 
the government in the 
elections.

The minister, who 
was in Jodhpur, also ex-
uded confidence that 
BJP will win the mu-
nicipal corporation 
elections and will form 
boards in both Jodhpur 
north and Jodhpur 
south municipal corpo-
rations.

He said that the 
works done by the state 
government should be 
compared with that of  
the Central government 
led by prime minister 
Narendra Modi and the 
former BJP govern-
ment in the state.

Targeting the Ashok 
Gehlot government 

over the law and order 
situation, the Jodhpur 
MP said that there 
should also be compari-
son between the state 
government led by Con-
gress and previousll by 
BJP and see under 
whose rule crime is ris-
ing and which gave  
good governance.

He said that BJP will 
form boards in both the 
municipal corporations 
in Jodhpur. 

The Union Minister 
said that nearly 2000 
people have approached 
for tickets for the elec-
tions in Jodhpur which 
shows that conditions 
are favourable for BJP. 

Laxman Raghav

Bikaner: In a rather 
rare and strange case, 
a govt employee was 
caught red handed by 
the ACB not accepting 
but returning the 
bribe money. 

In an operation coor-
dinated by Anti Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB) 
DG BL Soni and led by 
ASP Rajnish Poonia, 
Joint Advisor (Legal) 
Badri Narayan Vyas 
deputed with the Edu-
cation Directorate was 
in process of  returning 
the bribe money of   
Rs 30,000 which he  
had taken earlier for a 
nob that he wasn’t able 
to pull. 

According to sourc-
es, Vyas had taken the 
bribe money to corrob-
orate a wrong report 
given by the police in a 
case. 

The ACB trapped 
Vyas after verifying the 
complaint.

First India Bureau

Karauli: In the temple 
priest burning case of  
Bukana village of  Ka-
rauli, a Public Interest 
Litigation (PIL) was 
filed in the Rajasthan 
High Court seeking a 
probe by the Central 
Bureau of  Investiga-
tion into the murder of  
the priest Babulal 
Vaishnav. 

Supreme Court advo-
cate Pawan Prakash 
Pathak sent a petition 
letter to the Chief  Jus-
tice for hearing the 
case. He had also re-
quested an early hear-
ing in the case.

The petition letter 
was listed as a PIL be-
fore the bench of  the 
Chief  Justice. However, 
the Chief  Justice was 
not available in the 

High Court due to non-
sitting of  the Chief  Jus-
tice and the case was 
then referred to Justice 
Sabina’s bench.

A problem occurred 
when Advocate Pawan 
Prakash could not join 
the video conferencing 
for the hearing due to 
technical reasons. 

The court has now 
deferred the hearing of  
the case till October 20.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: In the case of  
a scuffle between 
teachers and Regis-
trar of  Rajasthan Uni-
versity on Wednesday, 
the university admin-
istration has taken a 
strict stand and sus-
pended two teachers. 
Dr Jayant Singh of  
Statistics Department 
and Dr Vinod Shar-
ma, Teacher of  Hindi 

Department have 
been suspended in 
this case. 

On the other hand, 
RU administration 
has also registered 
an FIR against teach-
ers in this regard. 
Meanwhile, teachers 
too have lodged an 
FIR against registrar 
at the Gandhi Nagar 
police station. It all 
began when the dis-
pute started between 

the registrar and 
teachers in RU cam-
pus on Wednesday. 
Teachers were de-
manding action 
against Registrar on 
this.  Displeased with 
developments, RAS 
Association submit-
ted a memorandum 
to Chief  Secretary. 
Chairman Shahin Ali 
submitted a memo 
demanding action on 
the culprits. 

Manoj Jain

Karauli: A rape vic-
tim committed suicide 
due to fear of  facing 
backlash from the so-
ciety. The women be-
longed to a village in 
Karuali-Hindaun area 
and now her family 
members are being 
harassed and terror-
ised. They have been 
forced to leave their 
village and take shel-
ter in Karauli. 

On Thursday, the 
family sought protec-
tion from the police ad-
ministration fearing for 
their lives.

The son of  the de-
ceased woman said that 
last month a village man 
raped his mother when 
he took her along for 
some government work. 
Later, he is pressurising 
for a settlement.

Due to the fear of  pub-
lic shame, the victim 
ended her life by sui-

cide. Family members 
said that although the 
police have arrested the 
main accused, the fami-
ly members of  the ac-
cused are now threaten-
ing the woman’s family 
of  a physical assault 
and rape with other 
women of  their family 
if  they do not go for a 
settlement. Owing to 
continuous pressure, 
the victim’s family left 
the village 15 days ago. 

They have submitted 
a memorandum to ASP 
Prakash Chand on 
Thursday demanding 
the arrest of  the ac-
cused and protection of  
their family.

Vikram Singh 

Sirohi: The body of  a 
labourer Munnaram, 
who was buried after a 
well caved in, was re-
covered on Thursday 
and handed over to the 
family members in 
Shivganj area of  Sirohi

The incident had oc-
curred three days back 
but the body could only 
be recovered on Thurs-
day. As soon as the body 
was recovered, his fam-
ily members and Bhil 
community members 
sat on a dharna with the 

body demanding a com-
pensation of  Rs5 lakh 
and 5 bigha land. 

The Community 
members said that 
Munnaram was the sole 

earning member in the 
family and has left be-
hind five children. They 
were demanding the 
compensation from the 
owner of  the well.

Local MLA, senior 
district administration 
and police officials held 
talks with the members. 
Later, they agreed on a 
compensation of  Rs3 
lakh from the govern-
ment and Rs51,000 from 
Gram Panchayat. 

After the issue was 
resolved, postmortem 
of  the body was con-
ducted. 

Yogesh Sharma

Jaipur: The leading 
parties will distribute 
tickets for municipal 
elections on the basis 
of  surveys along with 
the opinion of  public 
representatives. 

Both Congress and 
BJP are surveying the 
municipal corporation 
seats for this purpose.

In-charges of  the elec-
tions are conducting a 
separate survey at their 
level. According to a sen-
ior party leader, survey 
reports would play an im-
portant role in ticket dis-
tribution. The surveys in 
both the parties are at 
rapid pace as the nomina-
tions have started.

“The tickets will be al-
located on the basis of  
winnability and loyalty 
of  the candidates. The 
tickets will be decided 
unanimously and not on 
individual opinion. Hy-
brid formulas will be 
used only when required. 
Congress will win in 
Jaipur on the agenda of  
development,” said 
Tarun Kumar, AICC sec-
retary and observer for 

JMC elections. There are 
three layered surveys in 
Congress at the level of  
observer, party and pub-
lic representatives.

BJP’s survey is five 
layered including survey 
by the party, by the pub-
lic representatives,  sur-
vey by incharge and co-

incharge, and the sur-
veys at the level of  prom-
inent workers. 

“Surveys are part of  
ticket distribution and 
are conducted for impar-
tial opinion,” said Vas-
udev Devnani, BJP’s co-
ordinator for JMC elec-
tions.

Arjun Ram Meghwal addressing media at BJP HQ in Jaipur 
on Thursday. —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR Pratap Singh Khachariyawas speaking to Municipal poll ticket 

aspirants at his residence on Thursday.

RLP TO CONTEST MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS OF OWN
Jaipur: The Rashtriya Loktantrik Party on Thursday 
announced that it would contest the municipal 
elections of its own without an alliance with BJP. 
Party’ national convenor MP Hanuman Beniwal said 
that party’s Khinvsar MLA Narayan Beniwal is poll 
in-charge of Jaipur, Bhopalgarh MLA Pukhraj Garg 
is in-charge of Jodhpur, and Merta MLA Indira Devi 
is in-charge of Kota.
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Avinash Pande@
avinashpandeinc

Remembering The 11th 
President of India, Missile 

Man, Bharat Ratna Dr 
APJ Abdul Kalam on his 
89th Birth Anniversary. 
A noble man and a true 
Patriot. May his legacy 
inspire generations to 
come. #apjabdulkalam

RAJASTHAN:14 MORE COVID 
DEATHS, 2,039 FRESH CASES
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Although the 
number of  new corona 
cases didn’t see any sig-
nificant drop, but the 
silver lining came in 
the form of  the greater 
number of  single day 
recoveries than the new 
cases added during the 
same period. In the past 
24 hours, the state re-
ported 2,039 new cases 
of  corona while 2,149 
recovered from the rag-
ing virus infection. The 
number of  active cases 
in the state has now 
dropped to 21,587 while 
there is an unabated 
spike in new cases in 
Jaipur, Jodhpur, Bikan-
er, Ajmer, Alwar, and 
Udaipur.

On Thursday, Jaipur 
reported 396 new cases 
of  corona followed by 
313 from Jodhpur, 298 
from Bikaner, 168 from 
Alwar, 100 from Ajmer, 
78 each from Churu & 
Udaipur, 60 from Sikar, 
58 from Ganganagar, 57 
from Kota, 41 from Na-
gaur, 38 from Dausa, 35 
each from Bharatpur & 
Jalore, 31 from Dungar-
pur, 30 from Pali, 29 

each from Chittorgarh 
& Hanumangarh, 22 
each from Bundi & Jais-
almer, 18 from Dholpur, 
17 from Rajsamand, 15 
each from Baran & Siro-
hi, 14 from Bhilwara, 10 
each from Barmer & 
Jhunjhunu, 9 from Ban-
swara, 7 from Karauli 

and 3 each from Pratap-
garh & Tonk. Two 
deaths were reported 
from Jaipur while one 
each was reported from 
Ajmer, Alwar, Bharat-
pur, Bikaner, Churu, 
Jaisalmer, Jalore, Jhun-
jhunu, Jodhpur, Kota, 
Sikar and Udaipur. 

On Thursday, Jaipur reported 396 new COVID-19 cases, followed by 313 from Jodhpur

Artists drawing a painting outside Yadgaar junction to spread awareness about COVID-19.  —FILE PHOTO

 CORONAVIRUS DATA IN STATE

Raj Roadways resumes 
inter-state bus services
Shivendra Parmar

Jaipur. Coming out of  
corona blues, RSRTC 
has resumed bus ser-
vices to important in-
ter-state destinations. 
These, traditionally 
heavy passenger load, 
destinations include 
Ahmedabad, Hisar, 
Agra, Kanpur, Bareli, 
Soroji, Farrukhabad, 
Indore, Bhopal, Chandi-
garh, Moradabad, Ram-
pur, Haridwar, Dehra-
dun, Tanakpur, Hald-
wani, Mathura, Omka-

reshwar, Lucknow, Go-
vardhanji, Delhi and 
Gwalior. RSRTC CMD 
Naveen Jain said that 
the bus operations were 
resumed from 3 June 

when unlocking began 
and now with permis-
sion for inter-state 
routes being granted 
the regular bus services 
in the routes too has 
been started. He said 
new routes will connect 
important destinations 
in Uttar Pradesh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Haryana, 
Gujarat along with Am-
ritsar and Ludhiana in 
Punjab. Jain said prop-
er connectivity with UT 
of  Chandigarh and na-
tional capital Delhi too 
has been resumed.

Panther mauls woman to death 
near Udaipur-Banswara highway
Ravi Sharma

Udaipur: A panther at-
tacked and killed a 
woman who had gone to 
collect grass from a for-
est area near Udaipur-
Banswara highway on 
Thursday. The predator 
dragged the victim 
about 300 meters inside 
the forest area and bad-
ly mauled her, said a 
police official.

The incident oc-
curred at Kevda ki Naal 
area, where Bhanwari 
Bai, wife of  Ramesh Ku-
mar Meena, a resident 
of  Eklingpura gram 
panchayat had gone to 

collect grass for making 
brooms. She was ac-
companied by three 
other women.

They were returning 
after collecting grass, 
but Bhanwari forgot 
her water bottle. She 
went back to collect the 
bottle when the panther 
attacked her. The pan-
ther attacked her neck 

and dragged her for 
about 300 meters. The 
victim struggled a lot 
during which her 
clothes  were also torn. 
As the information 
spread, a large number 
of  people on motorcy-
cles and vehicles 
rushed to the spot. The 
police had a tough time 
regulating the traffic 
and keeping the crowd 
in check.

Kevada Sarpanch 
Kalulal Meena, Oda 
Sarpanch Dinesh Ku-
mar Meena and a num-
ber of  panchayat rep-
resentatives reached 
the spot.

ABVP students create ruckus @Raj Univ
Bharat Dixit

Jaipur: In the Ra-
jasthan University, 
ABVP students were 
protesting against the 
crimes on women at the 
main gate, by following 
the social distancing 
norms during the Co-
rona pandemic.

At the same time, 
NSUI students also 
came out in protest 
against the Farm Bill. 
This created a situation 
of  a face-off  between the 
students of  both organi-
sations. The police sepa-
rated the two organisa-

tions and took the stu-
dents of  NSUI in the car 
to the police station. On 
the other hand, students 
of  ABVP closed the 
main gates of  the uni-
versity and climbed on 
it and shouted slogans 
against the government.

RAGE OVER DIFF ISSUES

IN PROTEST

 Govt changes quota 
rules in civic bodies, 
hearing on Oct 19
Nizam Kantaliya

Jaipur: A day before 
the hearing in Ra-
jasthan High Court, the 
state government has 
changed the system for 
reservation for the post 
of  Mayor and Chairper-
son in civic bodies polls 
by issuing a notifica-
tion.

With this, the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
abolished the 
rotation sys-
tem for reser-
vation and 
now reserva-
tion will be given 
on the basis of  lottery.

A notification was is-
sued on October 30, 1999 
to give reservation for 
posts of  Mayor and 
Chairpersons in all the 
193 bodies of  the state 
on rotation basis, but 
which the government 
has abolished through a 
notification issued on  
October 13.

The High Court two 
weeks ago, sought reply 
from the government 
on a petition filed by Yo-
gendra Kumar and oth-
ers on the reservation 
to SC and ST. The no-
tices were issued to 
Chief  Secretary, State 
Election Commissioner 
and DLB Director.

Submitting the reply, 
the Advocate Gen-

eral MS Singhvi 
informed the 
court about 
the notifica-
tion of  Octo-

ber 13, through 
which the state 

government has 
changed the reserva-
tion system from rota-
tion to lottery based.

The state govern-
ment has denied giving 
reservation on rotation 
basis in all 193 local 
bodies.

The court posted the 
matter for next hearing 
on October 19.

With this, the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
abolished the 

vation and 
now reserva-
tion will be given 

Submitting the reply, 
the Advocate Gen-

eral MS Singhvi 
informed the 
court about 
the notifica-
tion of  Octo-

ber 13, through 
which the state 

Udaipur: Woman gang raped, 5 held
First India Bureau

Udaipur: A widow 
woman was gang-raped 
in Jawar Mines area of  
Udaipur district. The 
police have arrested five 
people in this context. 
The 32-year-old widow 
woman was locked up in 
a room and gang-raped 
repeatedly by five men 
for two days, Police of-
ficer Kamlendra Singh 
informed. It was told 
that on October 8-9, five 
young men entered the 

woman’s house from a 
window and committed 
the crime. The police  
have registered a case 
against the five accused 
and arrested them on 
Thursday.

The woman, who is in  
trauma, while sharing 
the details of  the inci-
dent, said that she lives 
alone in her house and 
there is no other house 
or family in neighbour-
hood. After two days of  
facing such trouble, she 
was completely broken 

and didn’t have the 
courage to come out 
and tell anyone about 
the incident.

When her brother-in-
law visited her house 
on Wednesday, she 
sobbed and narrated 

the entire story to him. 
He took the woman to 
the police station and 
registered a case.

On the first day, 3 
men raped the women; 
while 2 others joined 
them on the second day. 
The police in their re-
port, stated that 3 youth 
entered her house on 
October 8 and raped her. 
They later informed 
two of  their friends, 
who also entered from 
the window in the night 
and raped her.

Vehicle escorting 
Krishna Poonia 
collides with truck
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Five policemen 
were injured when a 
truck hit their vehicle in 
Churu district on Thurs-
day. The policemen were 
escorting Congress 
MLA Krishna Poonia 
when the incident oc-
curred in Rajgarh area.

Poonia and other po-
lice rushed them to DB 
hospital, where they 
were given treatment.

The MLA was on her 
way to Jaipur from Raj-
garh when the escort 
vehicle collided with a 
truck, leaving five po-
licemen injured.

Poonia’s vehicle was 
behind the escort and 
thus, wasnot hit. After 
the incident, Poonia’s 
husband Virendra Poo-
nia also reached the 
spot. The truck has 
been seized, police said.

Injured policeman being treated at DB Hospital on Thursday.

THE INCIDENT

Intellectuals write to Governor over crime rise in Raj
Kashiram Choudhary

Jaipur: As Chief  min-
ister Ashok Gehlot 
wrote to Union home 
minister Amit Shah of-
fering him to see the 
work done for women 
safety in Rajasthan, a 
number of  intellectuals 
and former bureaucrats 
also wrote a letter to Ra-
jasthan Governor 
Kalraj Mishra high-
lighting rise in heinous 
crime. The letter has 

demanded the Gover-
nor to intervene in re-
storing law and order 
and peaceful atmos-
phere in the state.

Gehlot had written 
the letter to Shah on Oc-
tober 12 and the letter 
written by around 37 
intellectuals and for-
mer bureaucrats of  the 
state is also dated Octo-
ber 12. The letter was 
shared by official sourc-
es with the media on 
Thursday.

The letter, written by 
former vice chancellor 
of  Rajasthan Universi-
ty JP Singhal, is report-
edly signed by 37 other 
people including for-
mer vice-chancellors, 
retired police officers, 

administrative officers, 
judicial officers, and 
army officers.

The letter has cited 
an atmosphere of  fear 
among the people of  the 
state about the increas-
ing incidents of  rape 

and kidnapping.
“Heinous crimes are 

increasing in the state. 
Rajasthan has ranked 
number two and three 
in the National crime 
records bureau data 
about rape and crime 
against women in 2019 
and 2020. Criminals are 
in high spirits while 
daughters and sisters 
are living in fear in the 
state,” the letter stated.

The letter is written 
by former Rajasthan 

University Vice Chan-
cellor JP Singhal. A to-
tal of  37 people, includ-
ing Singhal, are said to 
be signed. The letter 
has listed recent in-
stances of  crime 
against women.

Besides seeking Gov-
ernor’s intervention in 
maintaining law & or-
der in state, the letter 
has sought increasing 
civilian activity and in-
voking moral values in 
the society.

The Gehlot government has maintained 
harmony in the state. FIRs are registered 
and culprits are arrested. What is the 

situation of law and order under BJP in Uttar 
Pradesh is known to everyone,”
 —Dr Subhash  Garg, MoS Technical Education & Health

Cops try to manage the agitating students at Rajasthan University.  —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR
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he yearly influ-
enza season 
threatens to 
make the COV-
ID-19 pandemic 

doubly deadly, but I believe 
that this isn’t inevitable.

There are two commonly 
given vaccines – the pneu-
mococcal vaccine and the 
Hib vaccine – that protect 
against bacterial pneumo-
nias. These bacteria com-
plicate both influenza and 
COVID-19, often leading to 
death. My examination of  
disease trends and vacci-
nation rates leads me to 
believe that broader use of  
the pneumococcal and Hib 
vaccines could guard 
against the worst effects of  
a COVID-19 illness.

I am an immunologist 
and physiologist interested 
in the effects of  combined 
infections on immunity. I 
have reached my insight by 
juxtaposing two seemingly 
unrelated puzzles: Infants 

and children get SARS-
CoV-2, the virus that causes 
COVID-19, but very rarely 
become hospitalized or die; 
and case numbers and 
death rates from COVID-19 
began varying greatly from 
nation to nation and city to 
city even before lockdowns 
began. I wondered why.

One night I woke up with 
a possible answer: vaccina-
tion rates. Most children, 
beginning at age two 
months, are vaccinated 
against numerous diseases; 
adults less so. And, both in-
fant and adult vaccination 
rates vary widely across the 
world. Could differences in 
the rates of  vaccination 
against one or more diseas-
es account for differences in 
COVID-19 risks? As some-
one who had previously in-
vestigated other pandemics 
such as the Great Flu Pan-
demic of  1918-19 and AIDS, 
and who has worked with 
vaccines, I had a strong 

background for tracking 
down the relevant data to 
test my hypothesis.

I gathered national and 
some local data on vaccina-
tion rates against influen-
za, polio, measles-mumps-
rubella (MMR), diphthe-
r i a - t e t a nu s - p e r t u s s i s 
(DTP), tuberculosis (BCG), 
pneumococci and Haemo-
philus influenzae type B 
(Hib). I correlated them 
with COVID-19 case rates 
and death rates for 24 na-
tions that had experienced 

their COVID-19 outbreaks 
at about the same time. I 
controlled for factors such 
as percentage of  the popu-
lation who were obese, dia-
betic or elderly.

I found that only pneu-
mococcal vaccines afford-
ed statistically significant 
protection against COV-
ID-19. Nations such as 
Spain, Italy, Belgium, Bra-
zil, Peru and Chile that 
have the highest COVID-19 
rates per million have the 
poorest pneumococcal vac-

cination rates among both 
infants and adults. Nations 
with the lowest rates of  
COVID-19 – Japan, Korea, 
Denmark, Australia and 
New Zealand – have the 
highest rates of  pneumo-
coccal vaccination among 
both infants and adults.

A recent preprint study 
(not yet peer-reviewed) 
from researchers at the 
Mayo Clinic has also re-
ported very strong associa-
tions between pneumococ-
cal vaccination and protec-
tion against COVID-19. This 
is especially true among 
minority patients who are 
bearing the brunt of  the 
coronavirus pandemic. The 
report also suggests that 
other vaccines, or combina-
tions of  vaccines, such as 
Hib and MMR may also pro-
vide protection.

These results are impor-
tant because in the U.S., 
childhood vaccination 
against pneumococci – 

which protects against 
Streptococcus pneumoniae 
bacteria – varies by state 
from 74% to 92%. Although 
the CDC recommends that 
all adults 18-64 in high risk 
groups for COVID-19 and all 
adults over the age of  65 get 
a pneumococcal vaccina-
tion, only 23% of  high-risk 
adults and 64% of  those 
over the age of  65 do so.

Similarly, although the 
CDC recommends at all in-
fants and some high-risk 
adults be vaccinated against 
Haemophilus influenzae 
type B (Hib), only 80.7% of  
children in the U.S. and a 
handful of  immunological-
ly compromised adults have 
been. Pneumococcal and 
Hib vaccination rates are 
significantly lower in mi-
nority populations in the 
U.S. and in countries that 
have been hit harder by 
COVID-19 than the U.S.

FOR FULL REPORT LOG ON TO  

HTTPS://THECONVERSATION.COM/

Pneumonia vaccines may reduce Corona deaths
T

It is better to conquer yourself 
than to win a thousand 
battles. Then the victory is 
yours. It cannot be taken 
from you.  —Buddha

Spiritual
SPEAK

Top
TWEET

Dharmendra Pradhan  
@dpradhanbjp
With a bouquet of policy reforms, 
GOI aims to provide a level-playing 
field to the industries for wealth 
creation. Well-laid processes and 
policy clarity are being designed to 
ensure ease of doing business.

Piyush Goyal  
@PiyushGoyal
Tributes to the great scientist, 
former President & Bharat 
Ratna Dr #APJAbdulKalam on 
his birth anniversary. His ideas 
will keep inspiring the youth for 
generations to come. Railways is 
building a new Pamban Railway 
Bridge, which had been an 
inseparable part of his childhood.

s one’s awareness gains the 
needed sharpness or keenness, 
one of  the first things that one 
naturally becomes aware of  is 
the breath. The breath being a 
mechanical action in the body 
that is constant and continu-
ous, it is truly amazing how 
most human beings live with-
out being conscious of  it. But 
once the breath comes into 
your awareness, it becomes an 
amazing process. No wonder 
breath watching is probably 
the most practiced form of  
meditation today. It is so basic 
and simple, but it comes so 
easy and naturally that it does 
not need any preparation.

If  you become a little more 
conscious, the breath will natu-
rally come into your awareness. 
I was six or seven years of  age 
when I started to enjoy the 
breath. Just watching the con-
stant, rhythmic movement of  
my little chest and belly kept me 
interested and engaged for 
hours. It was only much later 
that the idea of  meditation en-
tered my life. But if  you are a bit 
conscious, you cannot ignore 
the simple rhythm of  the breath 
that is going on endlessly.

Most people notice the breath 
only when their body goes into 
bronchial spasm or excessive 
breath. They are missing the 
normal breath, simply because 
they have a serious attention 
issue. These days, people are 
carrying their attention defi-
ciencies like a qualification.

BRINGING ATTENTION 
INTO YOUR LIFE
Bringing attention into your 
life and particularly into the 
lives of  our children is most 
important. Ultimately, whether 
it is spiritual or material, the 
world yields to you only to the 
extent that you are willing to 
pay attention to it.

Focusing on the breath is a 
forceful attempt to do that. But 
it is also a way of  making you 
conscious. The important thing 
is not to focus on the breath but 
to raise the pitch of  your aware-
ness in such a way that you are 
naturally conscious of  your 
breath. The breath is such a me-

chanical process. In a minor 
way, the body is going through 
a spasm every moment you in-
hale and exhale. How can you 
miss it unless you are complete-
ly lost in your psychological 
framework? Unless you are to-
tally lost in your own thoughts 
and emotions, if  you simply sit 
down, there is no way you can 
miss the process of  the breath. 
Including something into your 
awareness is not an act. There 
is no effort involved in this.

When we teach a certain pro-
cess, we may ask people to focus 
on the breath because the nec-
essary level of  awareness is not 
there. But otherwise, if  you 
simply sit, there is no way you 
cannot be conscious of  the 
breath unless you are lost in 
thought. So, do not be lost in 
your own thought – it is not of  
much consequence, as it comes 
from a very limited possibility 
of  information. If  you stay with 
it, the breath could become ac-
cess to a larger possibility. 
Right now, the process of  breath 
itself  may not be in most peo-
ple’s awareness. They may only 
be conscious of  the sensations 

caused by the movement of  air 
in their nostrils or lungs.

If  you simply sit or lie down, 
staying still in every way, the 
breath will become such a big 
process, and it is on all the 
time. It is amazing how so 
many people can live without 
noticing it, without being con-
scious of  it every moment of  
their life. Staying focused on 
the breath is one way to get 
there. Those of  you who are 
initiated into Shoonya may 

find that if  you simply sit there 
without doing anything, sud-
denly the breath seems to be 
happening in such a big way. 
The breath actually is a very 
big thing, though you may not 
realize it until you lose it.

You may have heard the 
Bhaja Govindam chant, where 
it says, Nischala tatvam, jeevan 
mukti. What this means is if  
there is unwavering attention 
towards something, no matter 
what the thing is, then libera-
tion, the possibility of  freedom 
cannot be denied to you. In 
other words, the essential prob-
lem of  human beings is the 
lack of  attention. With keen-
ness and intensity of  attention, 
you can open just about any 
door in this universe. It all de-
pends on how keen and intense 
your attention is, and how 
much energy there is behind 
your attention. In this context, 
the breath is a beautiful device 
because it is constantly on, as 
long as we are alive. The breath 
is there all the time. You just 
have to be conscious.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

A

SADHGURU, ISHA FOUNDATION

Ranked amongst the fifty most influential 
people in India, Sadhguru is a yogi, mystic, 
visionary and a New York Times bestselling 
author Sadhguru has been conferred the Padma 
Vibhushan by the Government of India in 2017, 
the highest annual civilian award, accorded for 
exceptional and distinguished service

THE BREATH, PASSAGE TO LIBERATION

Focusing on the 
breath is a 
forceful attempt 
to do that. But it 
is also a way of 
making you 
conscious. The 
important thing 
is not to focus on 
the breath but to 
raise the pitch of 
your awareness 
in such a way 
that you are 
naturally 
conscious of 
your breath. The 
breath is such  
a mechanical 
process

WHEN WE TEACH A 
CERTAIN PROCESS, 

WE MAY ASK PEOPLE 
TO FOCUS ON THE 

BREATH BECAUSE THE 
NECESSARY LEVEL  
OF AWARENESS IS 

NOT THERE

Sponsored by Mohan Infinity

STORM OVER AN  
AD DROWNS SANITY

lending social consciousness with 
brands may no longer be a preferred ter-
ritory for advertising agencies after the 
row created by the Tanishq ad showing 
an inter-religion couple---Hindu wife of  

a Muslim man preparing for the woman’s baby 
shower. The ad raised the hackles of  Hindutva 
forces which saw the ad as promoting love jihad. 
Such was the stirring of  emotions that Titan’s Tan-
ishq was forced to issue an apology even after with-
drawing the ad. Trolls continue to be unsparing as 
boycott Tanishq calls flooded the internet.

But there were others like Sanjay Jha and author 
Chetan Bhagat who reached out to Tata and Tan-
ishq in support and urged him not to get bullied.  
Some were unhappy that Tata had buckled under 
pressure from bigots. Chetan Bhagat tweeted, “As 
a TATA group company, expected #Tanishq to be 
fairer and braver. If  you have done nothing wrong, 
if  you have shown something beautiful about our 
country, don’t get bullied. Be Indian. Be strong.”

In his brief  message Sanjay Jha said, “Dear Mr 
Ratan Tata, be a titan. Don’t let bigots frighten you.

In the middle of  the row some interfaith couples 
tweeted to highlight the beauty of  their relation-
ship. Actor Rasika Agashe, who is married to actor 
Mohd Zeeshan Ayyub shared a picture of  her baby 
shower which is almost similar in beauty to the 
Tanishq ad with the line, “Meri godbharai…socha 
share kar dun…and before crying out love jihad 
lets learn about special marriage act.”

B

IN-DEPTH

TROUBLE BREWING  
FOR IMRAN KHAN

ast month Pakistan’s opposition parties 
came together to announce that they will 
form the Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment with the objective of  ousting Prime 
Minister Imran Khan from office. Maul-

ana Fazl ur Rehman of  Jamiat-e-Ulema Islam (F) 
told the media that opposition wanted immediate 
resignation of  Prime Minister Imran Ahmed Niazi.

Barely a fortnight later, trouble erupted in Gilgit 
Baltistan against the “fascist” government of  Pa-
kistan for suddenly declaring the region as Paki-
stan’s fifth state.

People of  the area are reported to be angry with 
the government also for snatching away their civil 
and political rights. Massive protests have been held 
in Muzaffarabad and other major towns of  Pakistan. 
Gilgit Baltistan, also known as Northern Areas, has 
been governed by the Gilgit Baltistan Empower-
ment and Self-Governance Order of  2009. It only 
gives limited autonomy to the people of  the region.

The region is sensitive from India’s security per-
spective. A report in the New York Times said that 
China has deployed thousands of  its troops in the 
strategically important region which is part of  
PoK. While such heavy deployment gives China a 
de facto control, Beijing is reported to have said 
that it wanted to import cherries from the region. 
By allowing it to be made a part of  China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) project, Pakistan has 
ceded control of  the area ostensibly for economic 
benefits which may never accrue.

By gaining control of  Gilgit Baltistan China 
poses a direct military threat to India, a cause for 
worry for New Delhi.

Imran Khan himself  may not be a worried man 
as he has the army’s backing, but for how long?

L
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New Delhi: From being 
the people’s President 
to spearheading the de-
velopment of  the In-
dia’s missiles, Dr APJ 
Abdul Kalam has im-
mensely contributed to 
the development of  the 
country in every sphere. 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi posted a beau-
tiful video on Twitter 
with pictures and fa-
mous quotes of  Dr APJ 
Abdul Kalam. “Trib-
utes to Dr. Kalam on his 
Jayanti. India can never 
forget his indelible con-
tribution towards na-
tional development, be 
it as a scientist and as 
the President of  India. 
His life journey gives 
strength to millions,” 
PM Modi wrote.    

“Dr Kalam is a per-
fect example of  what a 
person can do in his life. 
He was a simple man 
but he was a man of  ex-
ceptional qualities...,” 
the PM said. —Agencies

REDDY VISITS RAIN-AFFECTED 
HYBD, SEEKS DAMAGE REPORT
Hyderabad: The Centre 
on Thursday sought a 
primary report from the 
Telangana government 
on damages caused by 
intense rainfall in the 
state, especially capital 
Hyderabad, for three days 
since Monday. Union 
Minister of State G Kishan 
Reddy, who visited the 
rain-affected areas in 
Hyderabad on Thursday, 

asked the state govern-
ment to issue a primary 
report on the damage. 
“The state government 
must provide us (Centre) 
the primary report on the 
damage caused due to the 
heavy rain. Many places 
in the Telugu-speaking 
states (Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana) have been 
facing a lot of problem 
due to fl ood,” Reddy said.

133 INDIANS TO RETURN FROM 
PAKISTAN ON OCTOBER 19
Islamabad: A total of 133 Indian nationals are 
set to return from Pakistan on October 19, said 
Indian High Commission in Pakistan. It has re-
quested people to make necessary arrangements 
to reach at Wagah/Attari border at scheduled date 
for their return. “High Commission of India in Pa-
kistan is facilitating return of 133 Indian nationals 
from Pakistan to India on 19 Oct. Those in list are 
requested to make necessary arrangements to 
reach at Wagah/Attari border at scheduled date 
for return,” said Indian High Commission.

FLY AT 600 METERS IN SANCTUARY 
AREAS: FOREST DEPT TO FIRMS
Kedarnath: The Kedar-
nath Forest Division 
has instructed aviation 
companies to fl y their 
helicopters at 600 meters 
above ground level in the 
wildlife sanctuary areas to 
protect the animals from 
disturbance, according 
to Forest Department. 
The Forest Depart-
ment has instructed the 
helicopter companies 

coming from Kedarnath 
Dham to the Badrinath 
Dham of Panchkadar, to 
ensure helicopter fl ies at 
an altitude of more than 
600 meters in sanctu-
ary areas. In the past, 
complaints of helicop-
ters fl ying at a very low 
altitude in the Bugyalas of 
Tungnath and Rudranath 
were made to the Forest 
Department.

SORT OUT ISSUES OVER ‘GUNJAN 
SAXENA’ MOVIE, SUGGESTS HC
New Delhi: Delhi HC suggested the counsel ap-
pearing for Centre and fi lmmaker to sit together 
and sort out issues related to content shown in 
the Bollywood movie Gunjan Saxena: The Kargil 
Girl. A single bench of Justice Rajiv Shakdher 
asked Additional Solicitor General Sanjay Jain, 
Senior Advocate Harish Salve and others to sit 
together and sort out the issues by exchang-
ing the views. The court also refused to pass 
any interim order on Centre’s plea seeking to 
restrain the release of movie in theatres.

DR APJ ABDUL KALAM’S 89TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

DR KALAM, A MAN OF EXCEPTIONAL 
QUALITIES: PM MODI

PM Modi posted a beautiful video on Twitter with APJ’s pics, quotes.

“India can never forget his indelible contribution,” the PM said in his tribute

‘Every JD(U) vote 
will force kids to 
migrate from Bihar’
Patna: Lok Janshakti 
Party (LJP) chief  Chi-
rag Paswan on Wednes-
day launched a strong 
attack on Janta 
Dal(United), saying eve-
ry vote given to party 
candidates will force 
children to migrate 
from the state.

He also targeted chief  
minister Nitish Kumar, 
saying that he needs a 
photograph of  Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi in the election 
campaign but LJP’s 
thinking is already 
aligned to that of  the 
Prime Minister.

“Every vote given to 
JD(U) candidates will 
force your child to mi-
grate tomorrow. Nitish 
Kumar needs to put 
photo of  the Prime Min-
ister. Our thinking 
aligns with that of  the 
Prime Minister. We 
share a relationship of  
heart,” Paswan said 
during video conferenc-
ing with LJP candidates 
for Bihar polls.

The LJP chief  said 
that his party will not 
seek votes on the basis 

of  religion and caste.
“The issue of  the 

election will be Bihar 
first, Bihari first. LJP 
will not seek votes on 
religion and caste but 
will ask people to vote 
for Bihar first, Bihari 
first. Some people do di-
vide and rule politics. 
Chirag Paswan cannot 
work under the leader-
ship of  those who pre-
vented the Biharis from 
entering Bihar during 
the lockdown period,” 
he said.

After his father Ram-
vilas Paswan’s death on 
October 8, the LJP chief  
has not stepped out of  
his home for poll cam-
paigning. —Agencies

NARENDRA MODI @NARENDRAMODI
Tributes to Dr. Kalam on his Jayanti. India can never 

forget his indelible contribution towards national 
development, be it as a scientist and as the President 

of India. His life journey gives strength to millions.

KOVIND HOLDS TELEPHONIC CONVERSATION 
WITH PRESIDENT OF TURKMENISTAN
New Delhi: President of India Ram Nath Kovind on Thursday held a telephonic 
conversation with the President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov. 
The leaders acknowledged the warm and cordial relations between the two 
countries underpinned by historical and civilizational links. They lauded the 
sustained momentum of cooperation in diverse areas, particularly in the phar-
maceutical sector, said a release issued by Rashtrapati Bhavan. Kovind thanked 
Berdimuhamedov for the pleasantries exchanged and for his personal commit-
ment to strengthening bilateral relations with India. —ANI

New Delhi: Union 
Road Transport and 
Highways Minister Ni-
tin Gadkari on Thurs-
day virtually initiated 
the first blasting for Zo-
jila Tunnel project on 
NH-1 in Ganderbal dis-
trict of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Zojila Tunnel will 
provide all-weather 
connectivity between 
Srinagar, Dras, Kargil 
and Leh regions. Term-
ing Zojila tunnel as 
Asia’s longest tunnel, 
Gadkari said: “The tun-
nel will certainly be 
used in changing the 
economy of  Ladakh, 
Leh and Kashmir. With 
the efforts of  all the peo-
ple of  our department, 
we have also saved 
about Rs 4,000 crores in 
this tunnel work.”

This project holds 
strategic significance 
as the Zojila Pass is lo-
cated at an altitude of  
11,578 feet. During win-
ter, it remains closed 
due to heavy snowfall, 
thereby cutting off  the 
Ladakh region from 
Kashmir.

Zojilla Tunnel length 
is 14.15 km, approach 
road length 18.63 km 
and total project length 
is 32.78 km.

Zojila tunnel project 
was initially conceived 
in 2004-05 to bring an 
all-round economic de-
velopment and socio-
cultural integration of  
J&K and Ladakh. The 
contract was terminat-
ed on January 15, 2019.

In February 2020, 
Gadkari reviewed this 
project. —ANI 

New Delhi: Event like 
Kumbh fair provide op-
portunities to the gov-
ernment to develop in-
frastructure, said Min-
ister of  State (MoS) Fi-
nance Anurag Thakur 
on Thursday while re-
sponding to Congress 
leader Udit Raj’s tweet 
wherein he questioned 
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment’s spending on 
religious events.

“I think some people 
remain in the confines 
of  politics only. They do 
not have ideas and will 
for development. The 
government has to de-

velop infrastructure 
and provide facilities to 
crores of  devotees who 
visit the Kumbh fair. 
When the government 
provides facilities, it 

helps in tourism,” 
Thakur said while 
speaking to media here 
at an event to celebrate 
former Delhi Chief  
Minister Madan Lal 

Khurana’s birth anni-
versary.

“Kumbh fair, sports 
event and other events 
provide opportunities 
to the government to 
develop infrastructure. 
During Commonwealth 
games, a basic infra-
structure was devel-
oped in Delhi. For the 
G20 meeting too infra-
structure was devel-
oped. The infrastruc-
ture which is developed 
for these events, does 
not remain event-spe-
cific only, they are uti-
lised later,” he added.

Asserting that reli-

gion should be sepa-
rate from political pow-
er, Congress leader 
Udit Raj on Thursday 
said that the state 
should neither encour-
age nor discourage any 
religion.

Raj’s response comes 
after he tweeted that no 
religious teachings and 
rituals should be fund-
ed by the government 
and cited the expense 
incurred by the UP gov-
ernment on organising 
the Kumbh Mela in Al-
lahabad as an example. 
However, he later delet-
ed the tweet. —ANI

Bhopal: Senior Con-
gress leader Digvijaya 
Singh alleged that the 
plaque with party in-
terim President Sonia 
Gandhi’s name is miss-
ing from Atal Tunnel 
which was recently in-
augurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Taking to Twitter, the 
Congress leader shared 
a media report saying 
that Congress leaders 
of  Himachal Pradesh 

have alleged that the 
foundation plaque bear-
ing Sonia Gandhi’s 
name was removed 
from the tunnel ahead 

of  its inauguration. 
“Plaque With Sonia 
Gandhi’s Name Goes 
Missing From Atal Tun-
nel Opened By Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi Says Congress. 
Can Modi Ji ‘remove’ 
the history of  India in a 
similar way? Have some 
shame,” Singh tweeted; 
Sonia had laid the foun-
dation stone of  project 
at the south portal on 
June 28, 2010, at Dhoon-
di in Manali. —ANI

New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court took into 
account the release of  
former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief  Minis-
ter Mehbooba Mufti 
from detention and 
wound up the plea filed 
by her daughter seek-
ing her mother’s release 
from detention.

A bench of  the apex 
court headed by Justice 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul, 
wound up the petition 
filed by Iltija Mufti after 
taking into record that 
Mehbooba Mufti has 
been released. Justice 
Kaul, during the course 
of  the hearing, ob-
served that the PDP 
leader has been re-
leased now.

Iltija Mufti had 
moved the top court 
seeking the release of  
Mehbooba Mufti. The 
PDP leader was re-
leased after 14 months 
of  detention on Tues-
day night after the Un-
ion Territory adminis-
tration revoked the 
Public Safety Act charg-
es against her.

Mehbooba Mufti and 
some other political 
leaders were put under 
detention following the 
abrogation of  Article 
370 from J&K last year. 

Chirag Paswan

Infra developed for events are utilised later, said Anurag Thakur.

‘We have saved Rs 4,000 Cr in this tunnel work,’ Nitin Gadkari said.

SC takes 
note of 
Mufti’s 
release

Gadkari launches 
work on strategic 
Zojila tunnel

ANURAG THAKUR TARGETS UDIT RAJ

ATAL TUNNEL 

‘Kumbh Fair, a chance for govt to boost infra’

Plaque bearing Sonia Gandhi’s 
name goes missing: Digvijay Singh

Gold smuggling:NIA 
suspects Dawood link
New Delhi: Most-want-
ed terrorist Dawood 
Ibrahim’s gang may 
have had a role in Kera-
la gold smuggling case 
and the terror link 
needs to be probed, the 
NIA told a court.

Intelligence inputs 
suggested that proceeds 
from gold smuggling in 
Kerala were used for 
anti-India and terror 
activities, the top anti-
terror agency said as it 
opposed bail for the ac-
cused in the case.

To support this point, 

the agency cited a re-
port by the Central Eco-
nomic Intelligence Bu-
reau (CEIB), in India, 
submitted to the NIA 
Director General in Oc-
tober last year. 

President Ram Nath Kovind paying homage to the portrait of the former President of India, Dr 
APJ Abdul Kalam, on his birth anniversary, at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Thursday. —PHOTO BY ANI
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Teacher is...
Mahatma Gandhi Eng-
lish Medium Schools in 
the state, realizing the 
importance of  English 
medium education. 
“Our effort is to in-
crease their number as 
per the requirement so 
that children can be 
educated in English me-
dium till villages and 
dhanis and they should 
not lag behind students 
of  private schools,” Ge-
hlot expressed.

Minister of  State for 
Education Govind Sin-
gh Dotasra said that un-
der the leadership of  
Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot, there have been 
unprecedented reforms 
in the field of  educa-
tion, making the state a 

leader in the field of  
education. “The state 
government has pre-
pared e-content from 
teachers of  government 
schools, emphasizing 
on digital education, so 
that there should be no 
hindrance in the study 
of  children during the 
time of  Corona. For 
this, the cooperation of  
Mission Gyan and Ve-
danta was taken. Ra-
jasthan is the first state 
to have taken such a 
unique initiative 
through the ‘e-class pro-
ject’. Also, Rajasthan is 
the first state in the 
country to start ‘No Bag 
Day’ every Saturday,” 
he said.

Dotasra further said 
that till the year 2018, 

only 63 teachers were 
honored, but in view of  
such a large number of  
teachers, the state gov-
ernment has decided to 
honor about 1100 teach-
ers every year.

Minister of  State for 
Technical Education, 
Dr. Subhash Garg said 
that important deci-
sions have been taken 
like giving 100 per cent 
discount in roadways 
fare to the awarding 
teachers, providing ac-
commodation from Ra-
jasthan Housing Board. 
“Under the leadership 
of  the Chief  Minister, 
Rajasthan is setting an 
example in the field of  
education,” he said.

Let Allahabad...
and CCTV cameras and 

lights — had been put in 
place at the victim’s 
house.

“We don’t expect fair 
trial in state of  UP. The 
investigation has been 
botched up. We want in-
tensive monitoring of  
the case by a Constitu-
tional court,” Jaising 
said. She also said that 
a special public prose-
cutor should be ap-
pointed by the SC in the 
case. “We are not satis-
fied with the protection 
given to the victim’s 
family and witnesses by 
Uttar Pradesh. Let pro-
tection be given by 
CRPF as was done in 
Unnao case. It is the 
very government 
against whom the vic-
tim’s family have griev-

ances,” she said.

Zero hour...
committee would re-
view the current stand-
ards of  measuring and 
reporting the data of  
niche genres.

“Given the most re-
cent developments, the 
BARC Board was of  the 
opinion that a pause 
was necessitated to en-
able the industry and 
BARC to work closely to 
review its already strin-
gent protocols and fur-
ther augment them to 
enable the industry to 
focus on collaborating 
for growth and well-na-
tured competitiveness,” 
Punit Goenka, Chair-
man of  BARC India 
Board said.

BARC India CEO 
Sunil Lulla said, “We at 
BARC take our role in 
truthfully and faithful-
ly reporting ‘What In-
dia Watches’ with the 
greatest sense of  re-
sponsibility and work 
with integrity to ensure 
that our audience esti-
mates (ratings) remain 
true to their purpose”.

“Besides augmenting 
current protocols and 
benchmarking them 
with global standards, 
BARC is actively ex-
ploring several options 
to discourage unlawful 
inducement of  its panel 
home viewers and fur-
ther strengthening its 
Code of  Conduct to Ad-
dress Viewership Mal-
practice,” Lulla added.

Meanwhile, the Su-
preme Court Thursday 
directed Republic TV to 
approach the Bombay 
High Court with its pe-
tition in connection 
with the alleged Televi-
sion Rating Point (TRP) 
scam. Four persons 
have been in the case so 
far and the police are on 
the lookout for three 
others. Of  those arrest-
ed, one is a former em-
ployee of  Hansa Re-
search that calculated 
TRPs of  channels for 
Broadcast Audience Re-
search Council (BARC).

Kashmir leaders...
The Gupkar Declara-
tion was issued on Au-
gust 4, 2019, after a 
meeting of  Kashmir’s 

mainstream political 
parties at Farooq Ab-
dullah’s Gupkar resi-
dence unanimously re-
solved to stay united to 
protect to “defend the 
identity, autonomy and 
special status of  Jam-
mu and Kashmir”.

On August 22 this 
year, the mainstream 
political parties in the 
Valley issued a joint 
declaration reiterating 
their commitment to 
fight for the restoration 
of  J&K’s special status.

The message of  the 
joining together of  
J&K’s political parties 
is its declaration that its 
“political activities will 
be subservient to the sa-
cred goal of  reverting to 
the status of  J&K”.

FROM PG 1

TENURE OF S M SAHAI AS 
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY, NSCS 
EXTENDED 
The deputation tenure of S M Sahai working as 
Additional Secretary in the National Security Council 
Secretariat (NSCS) has been extended upto Sep-
tember 23, 2021. He is a 1987 batch IPS officer of 
Jammu & Kashmir cadre.  

ATUL SINGH PROMOTED TO ADGP 
GRADE IN AP 
Atul Singh, who is on central deputation, has been 
promoted to the Additional Director General of Police 
(ADGP) grade in Andhra Pradesh. He is a 1995 
batch IPS officer.  

R K MEENA PROMOTED TO ADGP 
GRADE IN AP 
R K Meena has been promoted to the Additional 
Director General of Police (ADGP) grade in Andhra 
Pradesh. He is a 1995 batch IPS officer.   

NEERAJ KUMAR POSTED AS 
SPECIAL SECRETARY IN HP 
Neeraj Kumar has been posted as Special Secretary 
(Forests, Urban Development and Town & Country 
Planning), Himachal Pradesh, Shimla. He is a 2013 
batch IFS officer of HP cadre.  

Vishal Sharma appointed as 
Permanent Representative at 
UNESCO 
Vishal V Sharma has been appointed as the next 
Permanent Representative of India to the Permanent 
Delegation of India to UNESCO, Paris, in succession 
to Jawed Ashraf.  

Abhay Choudhary appointed as 
Director (Proj), PGCIL 
Abhay Choudhary, ED, PGCIL, has been appointed 
as Director (Projects), Power Grid Corporation of 
India Limited (PGCIL).  

Kashi Nath Tripathi promoted as IG, 
CISF 
Kashi Nath Tripati has been promoted to the grade of 
Inspector General in the Central Industrial Security 
Force (CISF).  

Dhiraj Singh promoted to Senior 
Administrative Grade 
Dhiraj Singh has been promoted to the Senior 
Administrative Grade. He is an officer of Indian 
Information Service (IIS).   

2 IPS officers of MP relieved to join 
CG cadre 
The Government of Madhya Pradesh has handed 
over the services of Vineet Khanna and Himani 
Khanna to Chhattisgarh on inter-deputation cadre 
for the next three years. Both are IPS officers of 
2006 batch.

Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary gets 
second extension 
Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary K Shanmugam  has 
been given  second three months extension in 
service beginning November 1. He is 1985 batch 
IAS officer. 

Four judicial vacancies in SC, 
Centre awaits Collegium’s recommendations With 
the Supreme Court working with 30 judges – four 
judges less than the sanctioned strength of 34, 
the Centre is awaiting recommendations from the 
Collegium to fill up the vacancies. The vacancies in 
question have arisen on account of retirements – 
first of Justice Ranjan Gogoi as the Chief Justice of 
India in November 2019 and subsequently Justices 
Deepak Gupta, R Bhanumati and Arun Mishra. The 
Collegium consists of the CJI and four senior-most 
Judges of the apex court.    

POWERGallery
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Hathras case: SC reserves verdict on probe modalities
New Delhi: The SC on 
Thursday reserved its 
order on whether to 
transfer the Hathras 
case from UP to Delhi 
after completion of  
the probe and whether 
the CBI probe should 
be monitored by the 
top court or the Alla-
habad HC.

A bench of  apex 
court, headed by the 
CJI SA Bobde, said it 
will also decide wheth-
er UP police or CRPF 
will provide security to 
victim’s family, wit-
nesses. The bench re-
served order after hear-

ing counsels of  all the 
parties. On Kushwaha’s 
submission to transfer 
case to Delhi, the bench 
said, “I think last time 
all counsels very fairly 
suggested, this matter 

must go to Allahabad 
HC.” Mehta said that 
victim’s family wants 
SC to supervise and UP 
govt has no problem 
with that saying this is 
not adversarial.—ANI

CBI team reaches Bulgarhi village to question 
kin of 4 accused in Hathras gang-rape incident
Hathras: A CBI, which 
is investigating the 
Hathras incident has 
reached the Bulgarhi 
village on Thursday to 
question the family 
members of  the ac-
cused in the alleged 
gang-rape of  a woman 
who died last month. 
The accused in the 
case have been identi-
fied as Sandeep, Ravi, 
Ramu, and Lavkush. 
On the fourth day of  

its investigation, the 
CBI is questioning the 
family members of  the 
accused of  the Hathras 

incident.  CBI on 
Wednesday questioned 
victim’s family mem-
bers for 6 hours.—ANI

‘Make speedy, cheap Covid 
testing available to people’
New Delhi: PM Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday 
held a review meeting 
of  the research and vac-
cine deployment eco-
system against the 
Covid-19 pandemic in-
cluding testing tech-
nologies, contact trac-
ing, drugs and thera-
peutics, etc. 

The meeting was at-
tended by Dr Harsh Var-
dhan, NITI Aayog, Prin-
cipal Scientific Advisor, 
and other officials. The 
PM appreciated the ef-
forts made by Indian 
vaccine developers and 
manufacturers to rise 
to the pandemic chal-
lenge.  

PM took stock of  the 
Health Ministry’s com-
prehensive distribution 
and delivery mecha-
nism for vaccines. This 
includes mechanisms 
for adequate procure-
ment, and technologies 
for bulk-stock piling, 
filling vials for distribu-

tion and ensuring ef-
fective delivery. He di-
rected that both sero-
surveys and testing 
must be scaled up.  He 
appreciated efforts of  
Ministry of  Ayush for 
conducting evidence-
based research. PM 
Modi reiterated the 
country’s resolve to 
provide cost-effective, 
easily available and 
scalable solutions for 
testing, vaccine, medi-
cation, not only for In-
dia but for the entire 
world.—ANI

Punjab cinemas 
to remain shut, 
Ramlilas allowed 

Spike of 67,708 
cases & 680 
deaths in 24 hrs

Chandigarh: While 
cinema halls are reo-
pening in several parts 
of  the country from to-
day, the Punjab Govern-
ment has informed that 
movie theatres will re-
main shut for the time 
being in the State.

 “Captain Amarinder 
Singh led Punjab gov-
ernment decides not to 
open Multiplexes, Cin-
ema Halls and Enter-
tainment Parks in the 
state yet,” Thukral 
tweeted.

He further stated that 
Ramlilas have been al-
lowed during this peri-
od but strict COVID-19 
guidelines need to be 
followed. —ANI

New Delhi: With a 
spike of  67,708 new cas-
es and 680 deaths in the 
last 24 hours, India’s 
COVID-19 count 
reached 73,07,098 on 
Thursday, according to 
the Ministry of  Health 
and Family Welfare. 

As per the MoHFW, 
the COVID-19 count in-
cludes 8,12,390 active 
cases, and 63,83,442 
cured. Further, with 680 
deaths reported due to 
the disease in the last 24 
hours, the toll due to the 
disease is at 1,11,266. 
Maharashtra continues 
to be the worst affected 
state in country. —ANI

Healthy, young will have 
to wait till 2022 for 
Vaccine: Swaminathan

WHO on Wednesday 
warned against any 
complacency in the 
coronavirus death 
rate, saying with the 
increasing number 
of cases, mortality 
would also rise. “A 
healthy young person might have 
to wait until 2022.” The WHO has 
said letting infection spread in hopes 
of achieving “herd immunity” is 
unethical and would cause unneces-
sary deaths. It urges hand-washing, 
social distancing, masks and when 
unavoidable, limited and targeted 
restrictions on movements to control 
disease spread. 

UP CM Yogi’s Social 
Media campaign 
#HathDhonaRokeCorona

Lucknow: UP is 
observed the World 
Hand Washing 
Day yesterday, for 
which CM Yogi 
inaugurated a social 
media campaign 
with the hashtag 
#HathDhonaRokeCorona. “We all 
have realised the relevance of hand-
washing during COVID-19 pandemic, 
one cannot ignore it,” said Aditya-
nath during the inauguration of the 
campaign. The Chief Minister also 
addressed students through ‘U-Rise 
Portal’ and extended greetings to 
all the students, faculty members, 
officers, and staff on the day.—ANI

CBI team visit the accused house to question family embers of 
four accused in Hathras gang-rape on Thursday.—PHOTO BY ANI

‘Nitish broke hopes 
of youth, Bihar has 
high hopes from us’

Gadkari suggests Maha 
CM to use rain water
Mumbai: Union minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari has 
written a letter to Maha-
rashtra CM Uddhav 
Thackeray, suggesting 
that rain water from 
Mumbai be used for ir-
rigation, supply to indus-
tries around the city and 
for horticulture in cities 
like Nashik, Ahmedna-
gar. “If  systematically 
planned, flood water, 
drainage & sewerage can 

be diverted towards 
Thane, and entire divert-
ed influx can be stored in 
a dam after treating wa-
ter midway,” he said.—ANI

New Delhi: The Con-
gress party has placed 
its bets on the ‘youth 
force’ for the second and 
third phases of  Bihar 
assembly election de-
picting a clear imprint 
of  the Chairperson of  
the party’s screening 
committee - Avinash 
Pande. Pande, a long 
term advocate of  involv-
ing youth in politics has 
managed to provide 
tickets to 39 individuals 
from the ‘young stock’ 
of  individuals between 
35-50 years which in po-
litical parlance is a 
young age. 

Among these are 
Shatrughan Sinha’s son 
Luv Sinha from Bankip-
ur and Sharad Yadav’s 
daughter Subhashini 
Yadav from Bihariganj 
seats. Speaking to First 
India on Thursday, the 
head of  the screening 
committee said that Bi-
har is a young state 
where the youth is 
smart. “However, Nitish 
government has broken 
all the hopes of  youth. 
There has not been any 
development, the youth 

are unemployed, people 
are troubled and the law 
and order situation is 
also bad. Therefore, Bi-
har has immense hopes 
from the Mahagath-
bandhan,” Pande said, 
further adding, “The 
Congress party has 
toiled hard and re-estab-
lished its lost organiza-
tion. This time around 
Congress will be able to 
form government in col-
laboration with smaller 
parties and will prove 
itself  to the people’s as-
pirations.” Pande went 
on to say that the Nitish 
government has played 
a fraud with the people 
of  Bihar and that he is 
hopeful the Congress 
will perform better in 
elections.

Avinash Pande

Nitin Gadkari

‘Consumers 
continue to focus 
on essentials’
New Delhi: According 
to a report by ANA-
ROCK and RAI, demand 
for essentials will fuel 
Indian retail as con-
sumers continue to fo-
cus on supplies such as 
food, grocery. Retail 
ranked 4th in world 
with 10% to India’s 
GDP, 8% to emp genera-
tion in India.—ANI

PM Narendra Modi
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FINALLY ABHAY GETS 
OVER ‘OFFICE’ WOES! 

Finally, the controversy 
surrounding allotment of a 

proper room to IAS Abhay Kumar 
has come to an end as Kumar 
has been allotted two rooms - 
number 101 and 102 - on the 
first floor of the main building 
of Secretariat. Along with this, 
the room reserved as waiting 
room for deputy CM and another 
room adjacent to it have also 
been allotted to Kumar. This 
means that Kumar has been given 
‘space’ by the DOP befitting his 
position of Principal Secretary. 
The entire issue of room to 
Kumar started when IAS Rohit 
Kumar Singh denied letting go 
of the room he was allotted 

after he was made ACS Home. 
Singh had contested that the 
said room was not earmarked for 
Home department and therefore 
since he is a senior officer of 
ACS level, hence he can not be 
asked to vacate the room. Since 
then Abhay Kumar had been 
working out of a small office 
on the ground floor. However, 
now that Hemant Gera has been 
transferred to DOP, his rooms 
-number 101 and 102 - were 
lying vacant and therefore this 
bigger room was allotted to 
Kumar. —Rajendra Chhabra

THE ‘SECRET’  
IS OUT!

S ome years back the Special 
Operations Group (SOG) had 

busted a group leaking examination 
papers to students in the Rajasthan 
University which had raised serious 
questions on the security of the 
university. Now sources claim 
that yet another ‘game’ is afoot 
in the state which encompasses 
all universities by keeping the 
‘secrecy’ of universities on the 
lowest pedestal possible. Word 
is that the Vice Chancellors are 
being contacted regularly through 

telephone calls from a ‘Bada Ghar’ 
and the VC are asked to choose 
a security press for printing 
purposes. The VCs are pressurized 
to give ‘work’ to this press and this 
has raised serious aspersions on 
the entire system since security 

press is considered to be extremely 
secret job as it is where the printing 
of examination papers is done. 
Giving the printing to a private 
hand could mean that examination 
papers could be leaked! 
 —Kashiram Choudhary 

Chris Gayle of KXIP plays a shot during match 31 of IPL 2020 at Sharjah Circket Stadium in 
Sharjah on Thursday.   —PHOTO BY ANI

 KXIP BEAT RCB BY 8 WICKETS

Many retd & senior babus vie for coveted CIC & IC posts

Online registration for purchase of crops on 
MSP to begin from Oct 20 in state: Anjana
Nirmal Tiwari

Jaipur. Cooperatives 
Department is gearing 
for purchase of  crops 
for the coming season. 
Cooperatives minister 
Uday Lal Anjana said 
that the state govt has 
identified 500 more pur-
chase centres compared 
to last year for the ease 
of  the farmers. 

He specified the num-
ber of  purchase centres 
for Black Gram, Green 
Gram, Groundnuts and 
Soybean as 161, 365, 266 
and 79 respectively. 

Anjana said for the 
ease of  the farmers on-

line registration facili-
ty will be open from 9 
am to 7 pm at all e-mitra 
and purchase centres 
from October 20. Cen-
tral govt has approved 
the target purchase of  
3.57, 71.55, 2.92 and 3.74 
lakh tonnes of  Green 
Gram, Black Gram, 
Soybean and Ground-

nuts respectively for the 
state at the MSP of  Rs 
7196, Rs 6000, Rs 5275 
and Rs 3880 per quintal 
in that order. The pur-
chase will strictly be 
through online regis-
tration. The arrange-
ments for hassle free 
weighing and packing 
have been made to avoid 
any inconvenience to 
the farmers.

PS Kunji Lal Meena 
said that each farmer 
will have to upload the 
copy of  Aadhaar, khas-
ra girdawari and bank 
passbook while online 
registration in the e-
mitra or purchase cen-

tres in the concerned 
area only. 

Registrar Muktan-
and Agarwal too 
stressed on the details 
to be observed while the 
registration. 

RAJFED MD Sushma 
Arora asked the farm-
ers to ensure the link-
ing of  the mobile num-
bers with the Aadhar 
cards so that all infor-
mation can be received 
on the mobile of  the 
farmer. 

She also said that a 
helpline number 1800-
180-6001 will start as-
sisting farmers from 20 
October.

No re-appointment for 
govt staff after 65 yrs
First India Bureasu

Jaipur: Former state 
government employees 
except faculty members 
of  medical education de-
partment will not be 
able to get reappoint-
ment after the age of  65 
years. The reappoint-
ment of  MBBS faculty 
members for two years 
will be exceptional and 
approval for it will be 
required from finance 

and DoP. DoP has issued 
a revised order in this 
regard which has come 
into force from 12 Octo-
ber. DoP also clarified 
that retired officers or 
employees, who have 
been punished in any 
case, will not be consid-
ered for reappointment 
on fixed pay. There are 
several retired employ-
ees over the age of  65 
who are reemployed in 
various departments. 

Gujars call 
Mahapanchayat 
on Oct 17
Jaipur: In Rajasthan, 
fears of  another round 
of  Gujjar agitation have 
started haunting people. 
Upset at the lack of  gov-
ernment response on 
the issue of  reserva-
tions for Gujjars, Colo-
nel KS Bainsla, the lead-
er of  the Gujjars, has 
announced that they 
will hold a community 
Mahapanchayat on Oc-
tober 17 at village Ada 
Pilupura in Bharatpur 
district.

This large communi-
ty Mahapanchayat 
could see the launch of  
a fresh Gujjar agitation 
for reservations in state 
and central jobs. 

Inclusion of  Gujjar 
quotas in the ninth 
schedule, withdrawal of  
all cases lodged against 
Gujjars in previous agi-
tations and implementa-
tion of  5 percent MBC 
quota in all state jobs 
are their major de-
mands.  Alarmingly, this 
Mahapanchayat is being 
held in the same area of  
Pilupura in the Bharat-
pur district where Guj-
jars had organised the 
massive agitation in 
2008 that led to a police 
firing and left over 70 
people dead in the agita-
tion that time.  —ANI

Naresh Sharma 

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has said 
that it is a challenge to 
maintain social and 
economic development 
of  the state even in the 
odd circumstances of  
Covid-19 pandemic. “It 
is our endeavor to estab-
lish Rajasthan as a mod-
el of  good governance 
on the basis of  the opin-
ion of  experts by eco-
nomic reform and prop-
er utilization of  re-
sources.  The formation 
of  Chief  Minister Eco-
nomic Reform Advisory 
Council is an important 
step in this direction,” 
Gehlot said while ad-
dressing its first meet-
ing on Thursday 
through a video confer-
ence at CMR. He said 
that the economic 
downturn, demonetisa-
tion, reduction in GST 
collection and the eco-
nomic crisis arising out 
of  Corona pandemic 
has given us the oppor-
tunity to change the 

model of  governance 
along with economic re-
forms for sustainable 
development.

He said Rajasthan 
has not been a BIMARU 
state like in the past. 
“Infrastructure has 
been continuously 
strengthened in the 
state. Rajasthan has ad-
vanced rapidly in the 
fields of  education, 
health, roads, energy, 
industry etc. To main-
tain this pace of  devel-
opment even further, it 
is necessary to take 

strong decisions with 
willpower, which can 
change the picture of  
Rajasthan,” Gehlot said 
further adding, “We 
need to move forward in 
the areas of  creating 
employment opportuni-
ties, organic farming, 
ensuring access to digi-
tal education to poor 
children, expansion of  
medical services, tour-
ism and social security. 
Along with this, how to 
improve our fiscal man-
agement is our priority. 
It is our endeavor to 

make Rajasthan finan-
cially empowered by ef-
ficient financial man-
agement so that our 
state can run fast on the 
track of  development.”

Council member and 
well-known industrial-
ist LN Mittal welcomed 
this innovation for the 
development of  Ra-
jasthan and said that 
management of  Ra-
jasthan has been excel-
lent even in difficult 
times like Corona. He 
said that experience of  
IIIT experts could be 

used towards online 
education. Welcoming 
the State Government’s 
Solar and Wind Energy 
Policy, he said that his 
group will invest in Ra-
jasthan.

Eminent medical ex-
pert Dr. Devi Shetty em-
phasized on the promo-
tion of  telemedicine 
and expansion of  nurs-
ing education in the 
medical field. Principal 
educationist Dr. Dinesh 
Singh stressed on mak-
ing the economy knowl-
edge-based. 

Our effort, Raj becomes model of good governance: CM
FIRST MEETING OF CM ECONOMIC REFORM ADVISORY COUNCIL

State Level Celebration on 
‘Global Handwashing Day’

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has called 
upon all the people of  
the state to dedicate 
themselves in the battle 
against Corona. He said 
that this battle can be 
won only with the coor-
dinated efforts and co-
operation of  all the of-
ficers, employees, con-
tract workers etc. as 
well as the common 
people of  Rajasthan. 
Gehlot, while address-
ing a state level func-
tion on Thursday to 
commemorate ‘Global 
Handwashing Day’ 
through video confer-

ence at CMR, said that 
the message of  Global 
Handwashing Day is 
that people wash their 
hands before eating and 
after defecation to keep 
the body clean. Health 
protocols issued by 
health experts to pre-
vent corona have em-
phasized the use of  
masks and physical dis-
tance as well as fre-
quent hand washing. 
The Chief  Minister said 
that the aim of  Global 
Handwashing Day is to 
protect against infected 
diseases. 

Medical and Health 
Minister Dr. Raghu 
Sharma called for cele-
brating Global Hand-
washing Day as ‘Sankalp 
Diwas’. “The habit of  
washing hands can pre-
vent all contagious dis-
eases including corona 
pandemic and negli-
gence in it can prove fa-
tal to the health of  the 
people on a large scale. 
Along with adopting 
personal hygiene, we 
must also emphasize on 
social hygiene,” he said.

UNICEF state repre-
sentative Aizawl Bar-
dam said that during 
the last few years, there 
has been an improve-
ment in the level of  
awareness of  hand 
washing in Rajasthan 
due to the campaign 
run by the departments 
of  edu and health.

Residents should 
dedicate themselves 
in war against 
Corona: Gehlot

Dr Rituraj Sharma

Jaipur: The race for 
coveted post of  Chief  
Information Commis-
sioner (CIC) and two 
Information Commis-
sioners (IC) has heated 
up with as many as 118 
applicants for CIC post 
and these include more 
than 40 existing or re-
tired babus and names 
from the power gallery. 

The post of  two ICs is 
also being fiercely lob-
bied by 187 applicants 

which include more 
than 40 names worth 
their weight. The CIC 
aspirants in the queue 
include DG (Jail) Rajiv 
Dasot, Advisor to CM – 
DB Gupta, retired IASs 
Manjit Singh, Vinod 
Zutshi, Khemraj, Jag-
rup Yadav, Shailendra 
Kumar Agrawal, NC 
Goyal, Loknath Soni, 
Sudarhsan Sethi, JC 
Mahanty among others.

Retired IPS aspirants 
include OP Galhotra, 
Navdeep Singh, Habib 

Khan GoranKapil Garg 
and IFS Dr Jitendra 
Sharma  

The IC aspirant aspir-
ants include the names 
of  retired IAS Dr Mad-

hukar Gupta, Khemraj, 
Vinod Ajmera, Shakun-
tala Singh, Vipin Chan-
dra Sharma, Raghuvir 
Singh Meena, Vinod 
Zutshi, Loknath Soni, 
Jagrup Yadav, Hanu-
man Singh Bhati, 
among others. 

The retired IPS aspir-
ant queue has the names 
of  Dr Manoj Bhatt, NRK 
Reddy, Anil Kumar Jain, 
Hemant Purohit, OP 
Galhotra, Ramdev Sin-
gh, Sunil Mehrotra, Ha-
bib Khan Goran, Kapil 

Garg, Hari Prasad Shar-
ma, Pradeep Vyas and 
retired RPS Madhaw 
Singh Palawat apart 
from retired IFS Pramod 
Merkap, Lalaram Bair-
wa and Suresh Chan-
dra. Retired judge Ram-
chandra Singh Jhala is 
among the names doing 
rounds for the IC post. 
In all probability the 
posts will be filled by 
October end for which a 
meeting chaired by CM 
Gehlot will take the fi-
nal decision. 

DB Gupta came to CMR after a long time on Thursday to attend economic reform advisory council meeting. Both former CS Gupta and 
present CS Rajeeva Swarup sat on either side of CM Gehlot. Also present were Pratap Singh Khachariwyawas, Kuldeep Ranka and others.
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Jaipur: The hearing on 
an application filed by 
media advisor to Sachin 
Pilot - Lokendra Singh - 
in the Rajasthan HC af-
ter the Jaipur Police reg-
istered a FIR against 
him, will be heard today.  

The hearing will be 
conducted in the single 
bench of  Justice Goverd-
han Bardar. Singh had 
moved High Court to 
quash the FIR registered 
by the Jaipur police 
wherein it has claimed 
that information sent 
out by Lokendra Singh, 
during the political cri-

sis, promoted enmity af-
ter he made a report and 
published it based on 
heresy. On Wednesday 
the hearing on the appli-
cation could not be con-
ducted as the case was 
not listed for the same, 
however, it is now listed 
as number 79 in the main 
list for Friday.

According to legal ex-
perts, by approaching 
High Court to quash the 
FIR, Lokendra has taken 
a calculated risk. In case 
, he fails to get any relief  
from the High Court, it 
will provide a fair oppor-
tunity to Jaipur police to 
proceed against him and 

Lokendra will also be 
compelled to challenge 
the verdict in the Su-
preme Court. In fact, Lo-
kendra’s move is being 
considered as an ‘extra 
and uncalled for effort’ 
because according to re-
liable sources, the 
Jaipur police had almost 
made up its mind to put 
a FR and to close the 
matter, but now every-
thing will depend on HC 
judgement.

Interestingly, the oth-
er person involved in the 
matter - senior journal-
ist Sharat Kumar - has 
not approached the court 
for any relief.

Lokendra’s plea to be heard today

Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has said 
that computerization of  
various important ser-
vices related to the lives 
of  common people of  
the Revenue Depart-
ment is a revolutionary 
initiative. “People, espe-
cially in rural areas, 
will get rid of  the toil of  
frequent visits to the 
Revenue Department's 
offices with services 
like land mutation, 
Girdawari report, regis-
tration being available 
online,” Gehlot said 
while addressing the 
first Revenue Day func-
tion of  the state on 
Thursday through vid-
eo conference from the 
Chief  Minister's resi-
dence. During this, he 
inaugurated the servic-
es of  e-Girdawari, agri-
cultural loan living por-
tal, e-registration etc. 

of  the revenue depart-
ment. Taking forward 
the objective by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
first Prime Minister of  
the country, on October 
15, 1955, the Rajasthan 
Tenancy Act, 1955 was 
implemented and the 
historic day of  declar-
ing agricultural farm-
ers as land owners was 
celebrated as the first 
revenue day.

The Chief  Minister 
said at the ceremony 
that the Revenue Day 
starting from today will 
be an important day in 
the calendar of  this de-
partment. “Now every 
year on this occasion, 
the Revenue Depart-
ment will assess its 
year-long achievements 
and challenges and will 
work on it by preparing 
a schematic outline of  
future activities. The 
computerisation of  the 
services of  the depart-

ment during the era of  
Internet and informa-
tion technology, will 
help Patwari and Girda-
war level officers in 
their revenue and espe-
cially the small work 
related to agriculture, 
to be completed on time 
and workload on these 
officers will also be re-
duced,” Gehlot said.

He instructed the of-

ficials of  the depart-
ment that the services 
which have been com-
puterised as pilot pro-
jects should be made 
online for the entire 
state at the earliest. 
“The work of  simplify-
ing many laws related 
to revenue department 
has also been started. 
This will help farmers 
and landowners of  ru-

ral areas to get the 
rights to their lands and 
their sharing and man-
agement,” he said. 

Revenue Minister 
Harish Chaudhary said 
that the changes in the 
functioning and deci-
sions of  the Revenue 
Department in the last 
one and a half  years 
have created a better en-
vironment for the wel-

fare of  the common 
man. “Crores of  farm-
ers are getting benefit-
ed by considering com-
puter copy of  many 
types of  revenue re-
cords as true copy and 
through legal validity 
of  e-signature. With the 
revenue department's 
services being online, 
there has been efficien-
cy and accuracy in work 

of  the officers of  the 
department,” Chaud-
hary said.

Minister of  State for 
Revenue Bhanwar Sin-
gh Bhati thanked Chief  
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
for celebrating Revenue 
Day for the first time in 
the state and congratu-
lated the officers and 
personnel of  the depart-
ment for this. He said 
that out of  the total 338 
tehsils of  Rajasthan, the 
records of  244 tehsils 
have become online and 
by March 31, 2021, the 
target of  providing re-
cords of  all tehsils on-
line has been set.

This will speed up the 
disposal of  cases relat-
ed to land revenue.

Chief  Secretary Ra-
jeeva Swarup said that 
the management of  
land revenue is an im-
portant task related to 
the life of  75 percent of  
the population connect-

ed with land. He said 
that the revenue depart-
ment is also the strong-
est part of  the state ad-
ministration. “Even af-
ter computerisation of  
land records and ser-
vices, the challenges 
faced by the officers of  
the department will re-
main. Now the revenue 
officers from Patwari to 
Tehsildar and Collector 
will have to show more 
readiness in disposal of  
cases,” he said. 

During the function, 
the CM interacted with 
Barmer, Dungarpur, 
H a n u m a n g a r h , 
Udaipur, Bharatpur di-
visional commissioner, 
district collector, subdi-
vision officer, land re-
cords inspector, offi-
cials and personnel up 
to the level of  Patwari. 
He also released the Ra-
jasthan Revenue Board 
magazine 'Ravira' on 
the occasion.

‘Villagers will get rid of frequent visits to revenue offices’
FIRST REVENUE DAY CELEBRATION : CHIEF MINISTER INAUGURATES ONLINE SERVICES OF REVENUE DEPARTMENT

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, Harish Chaudhary, Rajeeva Swarup, R Venkateswaran during the event.

 HEALTH MIN’S JANSUNWAI

Health Minister Dr Raghu 
Sharma held a Jansunwai 
at his residence on 
Thursday and gave 
necessary guidelines 
to the concerned 
offi cers for redressal. 
Dr Raghu Sharma has 
extended wishes to 
anaesthesiologists on 
the occasion of World 
Anaesthesia Day on 
October 16. He said 
anaesthesia is the spinal 
cord of modern health 
services and without being 
seen, it is working with 
almost every branch of 
medical science in making 
the health services 
successful and safe.

Yadav inspects RPSC office after 
taking charge, gets warm welcome 

PM richer, 
Shah’s net 
worth gets hit

Flattened factory to be constructed in 4 
dists of state at cost of ̀ 345 cr: Dr Sehgal

Shubham Jain

Jaipur: Bhupendra 
Yadav after taking over 
the charge of  post of  
chairman of  RPSC, on 
the second day, inspect-
ed the office where the 
employees and officers 
association welcomed 
their new chief. 

The patron of  the 
employee’s union 
Harendra Singh 
Rathore, the president 
Praveen Meena and of-
ficer’s association 
president Dayakar 

Sharma accorded a flo-
ral welcome to the new 
RPSC chief. Bhupen-
dra Yadav reciprocated 
by expressing grati-

tude towards all. 
The officers and the 

staff  assured Yadav of  
their complete sup-
port in executing the 

mandate of  their new 
boss. After this Yadav 
enquired about the 
working style of  the 
organisation.

New Delhi: The latest 
asset declarations sub-
mitted to the Prime Min-
ister’s Office (PMO) re-
vealed that PM Naren-
dra Modi’s net worth in-
creased in comparison to 
last year, while Home 
Minister Amit Shah’s 
fortunes took a hit.

PM Modi’s net worth 
as of  June 30 this year 
was Rs 2.85 crore, up 
nearly Rs 36 lakh com-
pared to Rs 2.49 crore last 
year, according to his lat-
est asset declaration. His 
assets have primarily 
increased due to bank 
deposits of  around Rs 3.3 
lakh and returns on safe 
investments worth Rs 33 
lakh during last year. By 
the end of  June 2020, he 
had only Rs 31,450 as 
cash in hand and a bank 
balance of  Rs 3,38,173 
with SBI Gandhinagar 
NSC branch. 

PM Modi is slightly 
richer compared to last 
year but the net worth of  
Home Minister Amit 
Shah, who belongs to a 
rich Gujarati family, has 
dipped. The volatility in 
the share market and 
poor market sentiment 
has taken a toll on the 
equity held by Shah.

As of  June 2020, Shah 
declared his net worth as 
Rs 28.63 crore, compared 
to Rs 32.3 crore of  last 
year. Shah owns 10 im-
movable properties and 
all of  them in Gujarat. 

Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh has declared 
Rs 1.97 crore worth 
moveable assets and Rs 
2.97 crore worth immov-
able assets. The movable 
assets of  the ex-BJP 
president and highway 
minister Nitin Gadkari, 
his family jointly stand 
at Rs 2.97 crore as per 
declaration under HUF 
category.  —Agencies

Ahtesham Siddiqui

Lucknow: Four major 
proposals were approved 
in the 247th meeting of  
the Uttar Pradesh Small 
Industries Corporation 
Board held on Thursday 
under the chairmanship 
of  Additional Chief  Sec-
retary, Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises Dr 
Navneet Sehgal. Approv-
al has been given to con-
struct a  flattened factory 
in four districts of  the 
state at a cost of  Rs 345 
crore and a one district-
one product (ODOP) dis-
play centre in Kanpur. 
Apart from this, the pro-
posal to develop indus-
trial area on PPP model 
in the area of  05 to 50 
acres was approved. 

Besides, a proposal 
was also approved to cre-

ate a joint venture ABL 
between UPICO and UP 
Small Industries Corpo-
ration Ltd. to provide 
easy credit to small trad-
ers. “It has been planned 
to develop a  flattened 
factory on the vacant 
plots / sheds of  Uttar 
Pradesh Small Indus-
tries Corporation. Keep-

ing in view the conveni-
ence of  the entrepre-
neurs and the business 
interest of  the corpora-
tion, the board will con-
struct  flattened factories 
in 4 districts viz Luc-
know, Kanpur, Ghazi-
abad and Agra in the 
first phase,” said  Dr 
Navneet Sehgal.  

He further said that a 
five-storeyed  flattened 
factory will be construct-
ed in the foundry city of  
Agra with a total of  245 
factory halls and con-
structed at a cost of  
around Rs 185 crore.   

“Multi-storey housing 
should be built for the 
workers working in the 
factory, which has ac-
commodation for at least 
250 labourers. Facility 
management should 
also be set up for all flat-
tened factories. The fac-
tory of  IUCD at Fazal-
ganj Kanpur, a state in-
dustrial estate, was 
closed for many years. 
With the establishment 
of  this centre, ODOP en-
trepreneurs will get a 
commercial place in the 
center of  the city to dis-
play their products. At 
the same time, ODOP 
products will also be able 
to reach customers easi-
ly,” the Additional Chief  
Secretary said.

Bhupendra Yadav interacting with RPSC Staff after being welcomed.

247th meeting of the UP Small Industries Corporation Board

ODOP display 
centre to be built 
in Kanpur

Dr Navneet Sehgal

COVID-19 
UPDATE

RAJASTHAN
1,708

DEATHS
1,67,279

CONFIRMED  CASES

GUJARAT 
3,609 DEATHS 1,56,283 CASES

DELHI 
5,924 DEATHS 3,21,031 CASES

WORLD
11,00,215

DEATHS
3,90,01,521

CONFIRMED  CASES

INDIA
73,64,821
CONFIRMED  CASES

1,12,135
DEATHS

MAHARASHTRA
41,196 DEATHS 15,64,615 CASES

TAMIL NADU
10,472 DEATHS 6,74,802 CASES

KARNATAKA
10,283 DEATHS 7,43,848 CASES

OOO
THREE IAS SHUFFLED
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uilding a brand is 
never as easy as it 
looks like- there is 
always a lot of  hard 
work and dedication 
involved to make it 
big. ‘Bunaai’, a 

Jaipur-based brand that was 
established in 2016, has not 
just made its name in the 
country and among all the ce-
lebrities but has also won a lot 
of  hearts in the international 
markets. Their unique de-
signs and patterns are one of  

the main reasons that set 
them apart from others.

In a conversation with 
Pari Choudhary, the 
founder and creative 
head of  ‘Bunaai’, City 
First explored a lot 

about how the brand 
made it big global-
ly.

Talking about 
how ‘Bunaai’ came 
into existence, 
Pari said, “I start-
ed off  as a Fash-
ion Influencer in 
Delhi a few 

years ago, and 
building a 

brand of  
my own 
was nev-

er in my 
m i n d , 

e v e n 
though I 

have always 
been into fash-
ion since child-
hood. After re-
turning to 
Jaipur in 2016, 
things just fell 

into place and the idea of  
starting a brand occurred to 
me very randomly.”

“Being an Influencer, I had 
an idea about how brands 
work and I knew I could use 
those branding skills for Bu-
naai, which eventually worked 
out for the best,” she add-
ed. Talking about curat-
ing new designs every 
other day, Pari men-
tioned, “Bunaai is 
‘ME’- casual yet fancy. 
We make sure we cu-
rate designs that are 
trending so that peo-
ple can relate to it in 
a better way and we 
eventually keep ex-
perimenting. At the 
end of  the day, giving a 
lot of  options to the peo-
ple is what we truly 
believe in.”

‘Love and serve with 
fashion’ is what Pari 
believes in and that is 
something that has 
made the brand reach 
where it is today. 
From various celeb-
rities in the country 
like Kangana 
Ranaut, Soha Ali 
Khan, Yuvika 
Chaudhary, to peo-
ple across the globe, 
this brand is known 
by all. On being 
asked about how 
she would define 
the brand in just 
one word, Pari in-
stantly said, 
“BEAUTIFUL. I 
feel every single 
woman out there 
is beautiful in 
her own 
sweet way. 
Our main 
mission is 
to make 
them ‘feel’ 
beautiful.”

City First in a conversation with Pari Choudhary, the founder of ‘Bunaai’, who managed 
to take the Jaipur-based brand to a whole new level in the international markets!

NEHAL NAYAR
nehal.nayar@firstindia.co.in

B

Soha Ali Khan

Ridhi Dogra

Yuvika Chaudhary

Kishwer Merchantt
Pari Choudhary



ollywood’s heavy-
weights joined forc-
es last week to ask 
the US government 
to help save cinemas. 
Directors James 
Cameron, Patty Jen-

kins and Martin Scorsese 
warned that cinemas “may 
not survive the impact of  
the pandemic,” with more 
than two thirds likely to 
fold without a bailout.

Meanwhile, the release 
of  the next James Bond 
film has been delayed yet 
again following disap-
pointing ticket sales for 
Christopher Nolan’s Ten-
et.

COVID-19 has done 
something two world wars 
were not able to achieve. It 
closed cinemas. But to bor-
row from Mark Twain, re-
ports of  the death of  cine-
ma have always been 
greatly exaggerated. First 
it was television, then 
home video, then comput-
er games, interactive mov-
ies, downloading and vir-
tual reality that spelled the 
end of  the big screen.

There will always be 
people who want to get out 
of  the house (a desire 
made more keen by COVID 
lockdown), buy popcorn 
and experience the com-

munal magic of  the pic-
ture palace. Still, that 

doesn’t mean the 
new normal 

will look 
l i k e 

t h e 

old one. There are three 
probable scenarios.

SCENARIO 1: MORE ‘DAY-
AND-DATE’ NEW RELEASES 
TO STREAM AT HOME

The previous “cinema-
killers” didn’t finish off  
the industry, in part be-
cause it has a history of  
reacting well to threats. 

When television arrived 
it was small and black-

and-white, so feature films 
became all-colour and cin-
emascope. When torrent-
ing (largely illegal down-
loading) emerged, cinema 
responded with the return 
of  3D — and now 4DX.

That said, the film in-
dustry has had tense rela-
tions with Netflix. The 
streaming giant has had a 
huge impact on how films 
are made, distributed and 

screened, thanks to its 
completely different finan-
cial model.

SCENARIO 2: A STUDIO 
SYSTEM WITH SOME NEW 
(FAMILIAR) OWNERS

In this take, cinema 
chains can’t make it work 
financially, and begin to 
close venues. Regional ar-
eas will certainly be af-
fected, potentially less so 

in cities. But even if  the 
big chains fail, it is highly 
possible they will be 
bought out by those dis-
ruptive streamers. Indeed 
Netflix bought its first cin-
ema in 2019.

This could see a return 
to the old studio system of  
vertical integration, where 
production, distribution 
and exhibition is owned by 
one company. Theatres 

then run at cost or as “loss 
leaders” where new mate-
rial can be showcased with 
the profits coming largely 
from home sales and mer-
chandising.

In fact, in August, a New 
York judge granted the US 
Justice Department per-
mission to end a set of  rules 
called the Paramount Con-
sent Decrees. This 1948 leg-
islation outlawed vertical 
integration with the aim of  
promoting competition and 
stopping Hollywood studi-
os from owning cinemas.

Those restrictions have 
now been cleared meaning 
the likes of  Disney+ and 
Amazon as well as the ma-
jor film studios could now 
become cinema owners.

SCENARIO 3: JUST LIKE OLD 
TIMES

In this scenario, film ex-
hibitors survive the mas-
sive financial hit from the 
loss of  attendance and pro-
duction and, once pandem-
ic restrictions are lifted, 
it’s business as usual.

Business is even better 
than before, due to a glut of  
high-end product hitting 
the screen and a highly 
motivated audience.

Unfortunately, this third 
scenario is highly unlikely. 
Although some filming — 
including Tom Cruise’s 
Mission: Impossible 7 has 
resumed — COVID is not 
going away any time soon.
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YOUR 
DAY
Horoscope by  

Saurabbh Sachdeva

LEO 
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

Please do not expect  
appreciation from everyone 
from office  for the 
corrections you’ve done in 

some project or presentation, not 
every one may like what you do and 
that’s alright because it’s not your 
problem. Money could be a temporary 
hindrance in your endeavour.

LIBRA 
SEPT 24 - OCTOBER 22

Don’t indulge in rumour 
mongering, as you simply 
will  gain nothing. If 
someone has shown trust 

in you and has given you some 
responsibility, give your best because 
this could be the moment to get you 
recognition. Your finances will be 
managed well.

ARIES
MAR 21 - APR 20

Try different approach in 
life and then see the 
miracles. You will managed 
to overcome all the hurdles 

as far as your office work is 
concerned . You will resume doing 
something that you left in the mid on 
business front. Things may not turn 
out the way you expected.

SAGITTARIUS 
NOV 23 - DEC 22

Do not let your precious 
relationship bonds slip out 
of your hands. You must 
strive the hardest in a 

project that has been assigned to you 
for it to be successful. Support the 
younger ones in family if they are 
insisting too much on something that 
you don’t agree upon.

GEMINI 
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

No matter what you do, 
creativity flows in your 
blood and this is one thing 
you cannot keep yourself 

away from. You may call a friend or 
two to catch up after long time and 
may decide to meet up, just be 
careful and take covid related 
precautions.

AQUARIUS 
JAN 21 - FEB 19

You will have a ball of time 
as your will make your 
hobby as your full time 
profession and you will 

make big money in coming time. You 
will be in the limelight because of 
getting too  involved and helping in a 
project for which you aren’t 
responsible.

TAURUS
APR 21 - MAY 20

You may find it very 
difficult to give your family 
some of your quality time 
because of work pressure 

but you always know what they need 
and you make sure to make that 
thing available for them. Your 
colleague at work place can be very 
helpful to you.

CAPRICORN
DEC 23 - JAN 20

You will surprise your kid 
at home with something 
he/she wanted for a long 
time. Being too busy with 

work and because of excess pressure 
you may feel totally drained out of 
energy. Academically you will have 
fun dealing with something new in 
the class. You may feel lost.

VIRGO 
AUG 24 - SEP 23

You may get introduced to 
someone special, who will 
change your life for good 
and make it heavenly. You 

may be irritated whole day because 
of your piled up frustration over 
something but things may not be as 
you’re assuming them to be. You 
may have to adjust with someone.

CANCER 
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

Enjoy life and just stop 
worrying about everything, 
nobody is here for ever so 
enjoy while you can. Do 

not hesitate from putting pressure on 
someone to accept something that 
they are not ready to accept. Few of 
you must be thinking about 
renovating your house.

PISCES 
FEB20 - MARCH 20

Pay lot of attention to 
someone who is in dying 
need of it. Incase of a 
family youngster just be 

very careful and  avoid taking  any 
hurried decision. You will see an 
improvement incase if  you are 
suffering from any medical condition. 
You will win someone’s heart.

SCORPIO 
OCT 23 - NOVEMBER 22 

Love and value those 
precious relationships in 
which people truly value 
you and respect you. Don’t 

try to irritate someone by your 
foolish behaviour, as you can face 
retaliation. Your money deposits may 
influence you to try out new things. 
Change in lifestyle is good.

Sponsored by Rodic Consultants Pvt. Ltd.

3 possible endings for cinema 
as COVID pushes it to the brink

H

Source: https://theconversation.
com/picture-this-3-possible-end-

ings-for-cinema-as-covid-push-
es-it-to-the-brink-146917



C
ostume designer Bhanu Athaiya, India’s 
first Oscar winner, passed at her home 
on Thursday after a prolonged ill-
ness, her daughter said. She was 91. 

Athaiya, who won an Oscar for her work in 
the 1983 epic film ‘Gandhi’, passed away 
peacefully in her sleep, her daughter Radhi-
ka Gupta said.  —Agency

‘I’LL BE OUT OF 
CANCER SOON’

S
anjay Dutt who had report-
edly traveled to Dubai for his 
health treatment, on Wednes-
day got a new hair-do in 

Mumbai, and spoke about beating 
“cancer.”

In a video posted by hairstylist 
Aalim Hakim, Dutt is seen showing 

his treatment scar on his head 
while he addresses his cancer di-
agnosis stating that he will be 
“out of  this cancer soon.” “Hi, 
this Sanjay Dutt. Aalim its good 
to be back in your 
salon. Love the 

hair cut. This is 
the recent scar 
in my life but I’ll 
beat it, I’ll beat 
it. I’ll be out of  

this cancer soon,” 
Dutt said. —ANI

F
ilm company Sony Pic-
tures Film India is all set 
to team up with actors 
Randeep Hooda and Ile-

ana D’Cruz for a film ‘Unfair N 
Lovely.’ Both Hooda and D’Cruz 
announced the film on their In-
stagram accounts by sharing a 

picture each of  themselves 
and explaining about how 

the film will focus on 
the beauty standards 
based on skin colour. 
“Har koi fair, lovely 
nahi hota, aur har 
koi lovely, fair nahi 
hota. Nahi samjhe? 
Sab samajh jaoge in 
my next #UnfairN-

Lovely,” the ‘Extrac-
tion’ actor wrote in the 

caption.
“Really excited to be 

shooting this one with the 
beautiful @ileana_official 
and my superb director @
balwindersinghjanjua @
sonypicsprodns @sonyp-
icturesin @movietun-
nelproductions @
vivekkrishnani,” he 
added.  —ANI

R
ecognising India’s 
unsung selfless he-
roes who have gone 
out of  their 

way to help those 
in need during the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Unit-
ed Nations in 
India and NITI 
Aayog, in part-
nership with Discovery 
Channel, are launching 
#BharatKeMahaveer.

The campaign will 

celebrate Indians who have 
shown extraordinary kindness - 
extending a helping hand to the 

vulnerable, going that 
extra mile - selflessly and 
without any expectation. 
The series will be co-
hosted by the UN Secre-
tary-General’s SDG advo-
cate Dia Mirza and actor 
Sonu Sood, who was re-

cently conferred the ‘Special Hu-
manitarian Action Award’ by the 
Govt. of  Punjab for his humani-
tarian efforts recently.  —ANI
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Just Married
I

n what is definite-
ly some surpris-
ing news to wake 
up to, John Cena 

is now a married 
man! Yes, you heard 
that right; the WWE 
wrestler secretly 
tied the knot with 
his girlfriend Shay 
Shariatzade in Tam-
pa, Florida, as re-
vealed by TMZ. For 
the unversed, the 

couple were first 
publicly spotted in 
Vancouver, Canada 
towards early 2019 
when Cena was 
shooting for Playing 
With Fire. Since 
then, there’s been 
tons of  red carpet 
PDA and outings as 
evidence of  their se-
rious relationship. 

—Agency

BREAKING THE 
TRADITION

W
hile we have to 
sadly wait until 
next year for 
No Time To 

Die’s release, director 
Cary Joji Fukunaga 
teased fans by giving a de-
tailed description of  the 
opening sequence during 
his The Wall Street Jour-
nal profile piece. What’s 
interesting is that the first 
scene will break James 
Bond tradition by not fea-
turing the titular charac-

ter at all! This has never 
happened in the previous 
24 Bond films. The open-
ing has been described as 
“slow-paced, visually ar-
resting, and subtitled with 
dialogue in French,” via 
Comicbook. Instead of  
Bond, the sequence will be 
a ‘going down memory 
lane’ moment from Swan’s 
childhood when Safin 
kills her mother and chas-
es her through her family 
home. —Agency

Different Plan
risten Bell recently 
opened up about 
husband Dax Shep-
ard‘s recent relapse 
in the new episode 
of  The Ellen DeGe-
neres Show, airing 

Wednesday (Oc-
tober 14). 

T h e 
40-year-
old Good 

Place actress revealed just 
how Dax told her about his 
relapse and their new plan 
going forward. “He is actu-
ally doing really great. … 
Everybody is up against 
their own demons,” Kristen 
shared in the clip, via Peo-
ple. “Sometimes it’s anxiety 
and depression. Sometimes 
it’s substance abuse.” Kris-
ten continued, “The thing I 

love most about Dax is … 
that he was able to tell me 
and tell us and say, ‘We need 
a different plan.’ We have a 
plan: if  he has to take medi-
cation for any reason, I have 
to administer it. But he was 
like, ‘We need a plan.’” She 
recalled him telling her that 
he “‘was faltering. I have to 
do some sort of  emotional 
work to figure.”  —Agency

K

Co-hosting NITI Aayog

Unfair N Lovely

W
hile ‘Laal Singh Chaddha’ 
fans are eagerly awaiting for 
the movie to release, things 
are operating rapidly on the 

production end. Actress Kareena Ka-
poor Khan has completed shooting for 
the movie.

Kareena had left for the Delhi sched-
ule during the last week of  September 
to wrap up the remaining portions that 
were left to be shot. The actress has fin-
ished shooting for the movie yesterday. 
Adapting to the new normal and fol-
lowing all precautions, Aamir khan 
had resumed the shooting. —Agency

IT’S A WRAP!

FIRST OSCAR 
WINNER, NO MORE

Kristen Bell

Poster of the film Dia Mirza

Sonu Sood

...poster of the film

Randeep Hooda

John Cena and Shay Shariatzade Sanjay Dutt
Late Bhanu Athaiya

Ileana D’Cruz
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CITY  BUZZ

adhika Agarwal, is a 
dentist by education 
but a full-time digital 
food & travel micro-
blogger by profession. 
Her social media han-
dle is a veritable treas-

ure trove of  recipes where she 
exuberates her love for food by 
exploring. Over four years, Ra-
dhika has gone from being a 
blogging enthusiast to a pro-

fessional blogger who is one of  
the top 5 Food Bloggers of  Ra-
jasthan.

As we celebrate World Food 
Day today, City First brings 
you some amazing insights on 
food, blogging and Radhika’s 
passion. She started her food 

blog four years back in 2016, as 
she always had a knack for 
writing food reviews on Zoma-
to and clicking food pictures. 
This passionate food blogger 
received various awards like 
the Food Talent Award 2020 by 
Vigo at National level, Vide-
omart Folks Award by 
Jaipur Beat for creating 
the most engaging con-
tent in lockdown. Her 
first award was in 2018 
by Jaipur Mag for the Best 
food blog in Jaipur.

On how she faced the chal-
lenges, Radhika said, “There 
is always a fear of  not doing 
good enough because, in a 
field like this, you have to stay 
consistent and stay up to date 
with the latest trends. There 
are a lot of  new bloggers com-
ing up these days but I see eve-
ryone as healthy competition 
and try to focus on improving 
my work by competing with 

myself. ”
She also talked about how 

important Food photography 
is, as a lot goes into that one 
picture. Food styling is a part 
of  food photography and it 
takes at least 1 hour to prepare 
all the elements for a single 

picture. She adds props and 
ingredients used in the 
recipe to enhance her 
pictures so they can con-
vey a story.
“As I am a full-time free-

lance blogger, the lockdown 
was a difficult time for me. But 
COVID had both its pros and 
cons on my profession. Due to 
the current situation, digital 
media has become extremely 
important for all businesses 
and the importance of  social 
media influencers has in-
creased ten folds. Even though 
I had a couple of  difficult 
months, now it is getting bet-
ter”, Radhika shared.

THE FOODIE DEVITHE FOODIE DEVI
MITALI DUSAD
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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AWARE EACH OTHER 
TO WEAR A MASK

PADAM SAINI

I
n these turbulent 
times, we all want to 
remember Salman 
Khan’s dialogue in 

‘Jai Ho movie’. Salman 
appearing as a crusader 
against corruption 
says, “Aap thank you 
mat kahiye... uske badle 
mein teen logon ki ma-
dad kijiye... aur un 
teenon se kehna ki woh 
teen aur ki madad ka-
ren... duniya badal jaye-
gi.” (Don’t say thanks to 
me, rather you help 
three others by your 
deeds and ask them to 
help other three 
people each... this 
way, the whole 
world will 
change.) 

In this crucial 
time, we all need to do is 
to talk to the people 
around us, “Aap bina 
mask na  ghumiye, 
mask lagayiye or teen 

logon ko mask lagane 
ke liye  prarit kijiye... 
aur un teeno se kehna 
ki woh teen aur ko mask 
lagaye rakhn ke liye  ka-
hen... Rajasthan, 
Bharat or Dunia badal 
jayegi.” This is the sim-
plest way of  contribut-
ing to the fight against 

corona without any 
budgetary spend-
ing.   

Now, we all 
should take this 

pledge of  ensuring 
that everybody wears a 
mask. “ham sab ki 
zimmedari hai, mask 
lagana jaruri hai.” 
Wearing a mask is the 

most important thing 
we can do to stop the 
spread of  COVID-19. To 
save ourselves and 
make others, including 
our loved ones, in the 
society from a first-time 
everlasting Chinese 
product, the Novel Cor-
onavirus.  

Let me first commend 
the Gehlot govern-
ment’s Department of  
Information and Public 
Relations (DIPR), Medi-
cal & Health Depart-
ment and all who are 
leading a collective 
fight against Corona 
and taking all proactive 
steps to control the 
spread of  the virus. 
This is the time when 
not only the govern-
ment but all Rajasthan-
is should work together 
with ‘Sarkar’ in the 
times of  pandemic. Eve-
rybody should make 
everybody else wearing 
masks.

CITY FIRST

E
ver heard of  a 
Navratri Art Fes-
tival? Well, a first-
of-its-kind, this 

art festival has been 
curated by Rajasthan 
Studio, a platform dedi-
cated to curating im-
mersive art experienc-
es with master artists. 

The beauty of  the 
Navratri festival lies in 
its celebration of  art-
making and how it can 
help you connect with 
like-minded people. 

The art festival will 
host exclusively curat-
ed online art experi-

ences with sixteen dif-
ferent master artists 
from around the coun-
try. The theme of  the 
festival complements 
the nine avatars and 
colour associations of  
Goddess Durga.

These virtual experi-
ences will be free for 
the circle members i.e. 
the artists who are Reg-
istered with Rajasthan 
Studio’s ‘The Circle.’ 
The non- members can 
be a part of  this experi-
ence by booking their 
slot from Rajasthan 
Studio’s official web-
site.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

CITY FIRST

A
fter six months of  lock-
down, Kerala is now 
open for tourists once 
again. The state gov-

ernment has decided to wel-
come guests to revive the tour-
ism sector in Kerala. Though 
major tourist hot spots in the 
state will be open for visitors, 
beaches will remain closed till 
November 1. The expert com-
mittee headed by the Chief  
Secretary, Vishwas Mehta has 
submitted its recommen-
dations on the guide-
lines that have to be fol-
lowed during the Ma-
karavilakku festival 
season at Sabarimala.

As per the recommenda-
tions, the Committee has sug-
gested that all pilgrims will 
have to register on the virtual 
queue portal of  the Police De-
partment. Initially, only 1000 
pilgrims per day on week-
days and 2000 pilgrims per 

day on weekends will be al-
lowed to register on first 

come first serve basis. 
Covid negative certifi-
cate obtained within 48 
hours of  Darshan will 

be mandatory for regis-
tration. Entry points will 

have Antigen Test facilities 
on a cost basis to help others. 
Also, those below 10 years 
and above  60-65 years will 
not be permitted. Those with 
co-morbidities should be 
strictly forbidden from trav-
elling for the pilgrimage.

God’s own country 
OPENS ITS GATES!

TWEETED! 

DURING THE DAY!

GUJARAT: Ahmedabad Police Commissioner Sanjay Srivastava took an oath with other 
Police officers about always wearing a mask, using sanitizer before and after duty and 
following social distancing in public places during duty at Police commissioner office in 
Ahmedabad on Thursday morning.

A joint initiative of Apollo 
hospital and Rotary 
International District 3190, 
a unique passport to health 
card, Apollo Rotary ‘big pink 
card’ has been launched for 
women Rotarians. The big 
pink card is an initiative to 
make women of RI District 
3190 healthier and more 
empowered. The pink card 
was unveiled by the District 
Governor of 3190 Rtn. BL 
Nagendra Prasad virtually in 
Bangalore.

Bollywood actor Randeep Hooda was seen 
in the Pink City on Thursday, to shoot for an 
advertisement.

GUJARAT: People from Urban Health Center of different fields, who performed 
their duty during covid-19, were honoured with the corona warrior Certificates 
by MLA Jagdish Patel in Amraiwadi area of Ahmedabad on Thursday.

HAPPY B’DAY!

IPS Rashi Dogra and 
IPS Dharamchand Jain 
celebrated their birthdays 
on 15 October, Thursday. 
We wish them all the best!

Robert Vadra on Thursday took to Twitter to wish his late sister Michelle Vadra on her birth 
anniversary. Remembering her, he wrote, “Happy Birthday Mish... You’re missed everyday. I 
cherish the 28 years spent together with a sis & a friend who always kept me smiling. You, 
being an aerobics enthusiast,forced me to get back to exercising & to get fitter. RIP sister...
will celebrate your day today.” —Vaishali

THE SWEET WISH

RAJASTHAN: Congress Youth leader Sagar Sharma visited the Gram Panchayats of Dhundri, 
Chitiwas, Aloli and Sawar in Kekri assembly area to congratulate the newly elected panchs 
and sarpanchs and also gave the message of NO MASK NO ENTRY to one and all. He was 
felicitated by the local workers.

Radhika Agarwal

Robert Vadra His Tweet

Randeep Hooda

Vishwas Mehta

ART FESTIVAL
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