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We don’t care what they call it in Oregon

250 ENDURO

It's a dog-eat-dog world in the
motorcyele business today. Arf-ter
all, the volume of competition alone
is enough to give one paws.
Consequently, despite the tradi-
tional Hodaka dogma of the small-
bore engine, Pabatco higher-ups
elected to lift a leg over the fleaing
small-bore market and pursue the
gravy train of the rabid 250 enduro
enthusiast. Some may feel that
Hodaka is barking up the wrong
tree, since they stand little chance of
actually collaring the giant 250
enduro market, but no one who has
actually ridden the new 250 enduro
can doubt this critter’s ability to
hound the competition.

Ahem, gaff, gaff. Be that as it may
and other factors notwithstanding or
in any event, Hodaka has taken a
somewhat novel approach to the 250
enduro market. Some may view it as
a DT-1 with all the trick parts;
others may convince themselves that
the 250 Enduro is the ultimate
panacea. Nay. We say this: The
Hodaka 250 Enduro is a 100-percent
enduro bike for a large segment of
the motoenduring populace. Who's
that? Well, take Sidney for example:

Dear Dirt Bike,

You probably get a dozen letters
just like mine every day of the week
and twice on Saturday, but I really
need help bad. I don’t know what
bike to buy and the more of them
there are to choose from the less I
can decide. Please help me!

First off, I'm no rocket rider. I
never even have thought about
going to a motocross — I'm just not
into proving myself better than
someone else. I'm more into the
terrain. I ride enduros sometimes,
though I'm not sure I'd call myself
an enduro rider. That is, I'm starting
to learn a little about keeping time
but it doesn’t much matter. Mostly 1
just do my best and see how late I
am. What I do mostly is trail ride.
There are lots of trails not far from
where I live, but since I'm a
carpenter I have a pickup anyway,
so I usually ferry my bike to the
trails. I don’t use the bike for
transportation either just because it’s
usually too cold up here.
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My present machine is a 1972
Kawasaki F-7 175. It's been a good
bike — suited my needs pretty well,
I guess. But it’s getting tired and I'm
starting to get the lust. Know what I
mean? A little more power. I'd like
to try out some of this new long
travel suspension, too. Besides, I've
always been interested in machines
and it would be nice to have one
that's at least a little exotic. Of
course, mechanically I'm a hammer
and chisel above zero. The thought
of a truly exotic enduro bike makes
me quake in my Full Bores. I just
know I could own one for a year and
never be able to get it running.

Well. I won't take too much more
of your time. You guys- probably
don't like telling people what bike to
buy that much. If you goof the
world hates you, if you get it right
nobody cares. But I'd still like a
suggestion. I'm certainly not dumb
enough to run right out and buy
what vou tell me, but I could use an
experienced opinion.

Thanks much,
Sidney Rivers
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Thank you, Sid, your inquiry is
actually most opportune. See, we're
supposed to be doing a test on
Hodaka’s 250 Enduro right now and
vour letter provides us with the
possibility of avoiding the normal
test drivel. You have no idea what
it’s like to write four or five or more
vears of the same test over and over
again. Come to think of it, if you
read them you might have an
inkling.

Anyway, as to your question.
What you seem to be in the market
for is a true enduro bike. That is,
since you don’t intend to use your
new bike for transport, vou don’t
require turn signals or trials tires or
massive instrumentation. That nar-
rows the field considerably.

You do indicate that you are
interested in performance to a
certain extent, which leads you
away from a pure bonk-around
trailer like a Bultaco Alpina. You
also would not likely find a trials
bike suitable to your intentions,
since it’'s our guess that you like to
squirt a little dirt now and then. We
have narrowed the field some more.

Basically, there are about ten
bikes left for you to choose from.
They fall into three classes:
European, including Penton/KTM,

DIRT BIKE




Husqvarna, Bultaco, Montesa, and

Ossa: American, including the
Rokon: Japanese, including the
Honda MR series, Yamaha's IT

series. Suzuki’s new PE (based on the
RM) series and the Hodaka 250
Enduro.

If we take your estimation of your
mechanical abilities as fact, along
with your limited riding needs. you
should probably eliminate the
European enduros. They offer
performance and handling beyond
what you will likely need, and they
require a deft mechanical hand to
keep them running correctly. Rokon
vou might consider. It is a reliable
enduro bike, a bit out of the
ordinary in design and a respectable
performer. Again, the question
arises: Will you need or find useful
the performance the Rokon has to
offer? Maybe someday.

Which leaves you with the crop of
Japanese enduros: all very reliable
and simple to maintain, all
somewhat more economical than the
European models they imitate and
noneoffering the exceptional quality,
performance or handling of the
European or American bikes.

Once we reach the level of
Japanese enduro bikes, which is
probably where you should be
looking, we've reached the point of
name-calling. The original intention
of this abstruse testing method was
to avoid name-calling and attendant
alienation of owners, retailers and
manufacturers. Honest, all those
bikes — in fact, any bikes we can
think of offhand — are real good.
They're all wonderful. None is better
than the other. But. We think you
might like a Hodaka. Here's why:

If you are a carpenter you're
probably not a youngster. Conse-
quently, you don’t care that much
what your buddies have. In fact,
you might even want to have
something a little different than the
standard Red, Yellow and Blue
models. You probably don’t care if
Pierre Karsmakers or Roger De-
Coster or Bob Hannah honestagawd
claims he rode one just like it to
victory. You probably do care how
much it cost vou in the first place
and how much you're going to have
to put into make it personable.

Hodaka’s 250 Enduro is easily the
cheapest Japanese enduro at a
suggested retail of $1195. It is
actually cheaper than most street/
trail bikes. As an added attraction,
once you buy it the parts also turn
NOVEMBER 1976

out to be the cheapest. But here
comes the bonus part:

Hodaka’s 250 Enduro is not
cheaply built. Resting upon one or
another part of its countenance is
everything you need to ride an
enduro and even some things you
don’t know you need. Hodaka has
taken an unprecedented approach to
economy enduroing. When you buy
the bike it already has a Preston
Petty headlight/number plate, a
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P.P. Integral Taillight rear fender,
an unbreakable or dentable plastic
gas tank, folding shift and brake
levers, shock absorber mud covers, a
chain tensioner, D.I.D rims and so
on. There is nothing that the average
rider needs to change to enter an
enduro. Put gas in the gas tank, oil
in the oil tank, lubethe chain, check
your tire pressure and gas it.

Unfortunately, editorial
prohibited us from

duties
personally




entering the 250 Enduro in the
Hart’s Mountain enduro, a favorite
of bovine and canine fanciers
everywhere. But our somewhat less
strenuous testing impressions pro-
duced primarily favorable opinions.
Even though the Hodie breaks no
records as a lightweight at 260
pounds wet, the weight does not
make itself apparent in the handling
characteristics of the bike. Steering is
reasonably nimble and accurate.

64

Undoubtedly, once the limits of
rider or suspension ability are
reached the weight could become a
significant factor in the maintenance
of control.

It should be stressed that the
Hodie handles well . . . to a point.
Unlike many Japanese trail/enduro
bikes, Hodaka does not choose
geometry or engine placement in
accordance to styling or expediency.
Their trailbikes handle like trail-

HODAKA

Price (approx. retail, West Coast): $1195
Engine ..Two-stroke, piston-port, single

Displacement . ................. 246cc
Bore & Stroke .. ......... 70mmx64mm
Compression Ratio .............. 8.0:1
CarbUretion!: i are s o sies 36mm Mikuni
Horsepower .......... N/A at 7000 rpm
Clutchfkensis AT DO Seven-plate wet

Primary Drive . . ... Helical gears, 2.481:1
Transmission Ratios:

1) 3.70:1

2) 2.35:1

3) 1.61:1

4) 1.23:1

5) 1.00:1
Final Drive:

13-tooth countershaft

42-tooth rear sprocket

AirFiltration ... . ... oo oo onen Oiled foam
Electrics hiinsiavti o Preston Petty
SO miomro o e SO R o Primary kick
Lubrication......... Injection, port type
Recommended Fuel .......... Premium
Recommended Oil ............ Bardahl

Fuel Tank Capacity:

9.5 liters (2 %2 gallons)
Frame:

Double downtube, cradle, mild steel
Suspension:

Front: Kayaba 175mm

Rear: Kayaba 175mm
Wheels & Spokes:

Front: D.I.D WM1, 4mm spoke

Rear: D.I.D WM2, 4mm spoke
Tires:

Front: Bridgestone, 3.00x21

Rear: Bridgestone 4.50x18
Dimensions:
Wheelbase. . . 146cm + 3cm (58.5 inches)
Swingarm length . .48.0cm (19.0 inches)

Ground clearance .. ... 230cm (9 inches)
Bars, height ....... 115.0cm (46 inches)

width ....... 81.0cm (32.5 inches)
Pegs, height ...... 29.0cm (11.5inches)
Seat Height ... .. .. 79.0cm (32.0 inches)
Weightais it 250 pounds dry
Brakes:

Front: Conical, cable-operated
Rear: Conical, rod-operated
Instruments . . . Optional speedo ($26.70)

e | L oo ey S A O O B i Preston Petty
Silencer s i sy e Skyway
Spark Arrestor. . .. .. U.S.F.S.-approved
A 2101 0 e o s S s None
Parts Prices:
PISTORME A o s $25.80 w/rings
RIN@ S sz vs o trtey oo ook $9.14
Clutchicableysriat siaite s $4.24
DO BT R A Heas e ol i o prop $2.82

bikes. They turn well in the woods
and handle slippery situations better
than most. The point (of “to a
point”) is where the rider asks too
much of the bike. Take the 250
Enduro through whoopdies too
quickly and it wags its tail. Shock
springing is appropriate for slow or
moderate going, but for any normal-
bodied person at speed, bottoming
will occur. Damping is nothing to
write home about but serves its
intended purpose: woods riding.
Continued on page 87
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Circle Number 23 on pg. 86

PERFORMANCE
SPECIALTIESinc,

ROD KIT =

for CR1 25
AVAILABLE
AT LAST!

$23.95

INCLUDES:
ROD, ROD PIN,
ROD BEARINGS AND
THRUST WASHERS.

Made specifically for CR125
to DG's exacting specs...
the same as original Honda

DG’s '76 Book of Tricks
(catalog) with 28 pages of
goodies . . . only $1.00!

5552 La Palma Avenue East
Anaheim, California 92806
714/996-4430

DEALER INQUIRY INVITED

JOVORIT 12K S

RACIN’
JERSEY

You'll always have
the look of a winner=32
in our brightly col-
ored, vented, rein- ¢/
forced elbowed DIRT /
BIKE RACING JER- '
SEYS. They're iden-
tical to the ones worn
by our DIRT BIKE
editors and test riders
with the logo on both
sides. Come join the
DIRT BIKE crowd —
ORDER TODAY!

$14.95 + 50c postage and handling. Please

send me racin’ jersey(s) S M L XL.
Enclosed is $ check or money order.
1 BLUE YELLOW 0 RED
PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. D&

P.0O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nev. 89114
Name
Address
City

State Zip

NOVEMBER 1976

HODAKA C(ontinued from page 64

On our first day of testing Daryl
Meter of Tiger Distributing ac-
companied us to ensure our and the
bike’s well-being. We were in-
terested to note that his personal 250
Enduro was stock other than a pair
of Works Performance shocks. Daryl
also taught us something we might
not have learned otherwise. One in-
trepid staff tester forced Daryl into
leading through a narrow, rocky
canyon in order to avoid lurking
personal embarrassment. Poor Daryl
took the bait and rode/fell off a rock
ledge. A portion of his clutch lever
then parted company whilst inter-
mingling with one of the afore-
mentioned rocks. Keep the pinch
bolt on your levers a little loose, all
you folks out there, and avoid
embarrassment and expense.

Hodaka did not produce the
fastest 250 enduro on the market.
Nor did they produce the fastest
Japanese enduro on the market.
They did, however, produce the
Japanese enduro with the best power-
band we've seen to date. A good
powerband is complemented by a
proper set of transmission ratios
which allow the Hodaka to proceed
forward in most any circumstance.
It will grunt over logs or up slimy
banks with ease. In short, Sidney, it
will likely propel you through your
enduro bogs as well as anything you
could hope for.

On the other end of its power
spectrum are numerous revs and
moderate power. In the first three
gears there’s plenty to practice your
powerslides, if you deem such things
as necessary. And with the nature of
the power and gears you will find it
a quite suitable hillclimber, should
there be any serious tectonic activity
in Minnesota.

Without getting into out-and-out
comparison, which is subjective at
best, we would have to tell you that
there are numerous reasons why we
might consider the Hodaka a
superior choice for a rider of your
type. Perhaps the foremost of these
is that Hodaka may be the last
company producing a bike perfectly
suited to the average rider. — Ed. @&

5 SKINNY

&Y SYSTEMS TO
JAS) FIT MOST DIRT

2 BIKES! SEND 50
FOR STICKER AND
CATALOG.OF PLAS-
TIC TANKS USED BY
WINNING RIDERS.
DON VESCO PRODUCTS, INC.
7565 NORTH AVENUE
LEMON GROVE, CA. 92045

GATHER
AROUND ALL
YOU DIRT
RIDING
WRENCHES .

Here is your basic tool kit
manual . . . keep itin your
garage, in your enduro case
or tucked in your belt!

HOP-UPS
FIX-ITS
BASIC INFO ON:

® PORTS
e CARBS
°* TOOLS
°* PLUGS

Get one for yourself and one
for a friend so he won't
borrow your copy.

Only $2.00

WRENCH MANUAL D6-11
P.0. Box 317, Encino, California 91316

Enclose $2.00 plus $.50 cents postage
and handling for each copy ordered.

Name
Address
City
State

Zip
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