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In the Spotlight: Darryl Matthews’ Work Selected for Piedmont Triad International Airport 

Walking Tour of Art 

The Piedmont Triad International Airport presents its 2021-2022 Walking Tour of Art exhibition to 

celebrate North Carolina artists.  

Raleigh, NC – In October 2021, the Piedmont Triad International Airport (GSO) 2021-2022 Walking 

Tour of Art opens. Darryl Matthews’ pencil drawing of the legendary Negro Leagues Baseball pitcher 

Satchel Paige will be among the works on display. Matthews heard stories about Paige and other Negro 

Leagues players from his father Francis Oliver Matthews who played with the Newark Eagles. In his 

more than 40 years as an artist and illustrator, Raleigh-based Matthews has specialized in creating sports 

art that conveys perseverance and strength, often focusing on underrepresented figures.    

Each February, the Piedmont Triad International Airport (GSO) puts out a call for art. Submissions are 

reviewed by a committee of art professionals and artworks are selected for exhibition. The upcoming 

exhibition will include works of art that will be installed for a period of one year in the airport terminal.  

Since 2015, the Public Art Committee of the Piedmont Triad International Airport (GSO) has placed over 

150 works of art in the airport. Bringing together art that provides a cultural and locally enriching 

experience, the Piedmont Triad International Airport (GSO) Walking Tour of Art is a sampling of the 

type of public art installations that can be found in airport hubs around the world. These impressive 

exhibitions engage travelers and staff, while helping to increase access to the arts.   

“It is an honor to have my work exhibited at the airport alongside that of other talented North Carolina 

artists,” said Matthews. “My Dad and Satchel Paige were friends. Negro Leagues players were some of 

the best that baseball had to offer, but due to structural racism their accomplishments did not receive the 

recognition that they deserved. I hope that my drawing of Mr. Paige will encourage viewers to learn more 

about him and the Negro Leagues in general. My Dad loved baseball and he was a very talented player in 

his own right, and I believe he would be proud to see my work in this exhibition.”  

In addition to the airport exhibition, Matthews’ work can be found in private collections throughout the 

United States and is also currently showing at Drinking Gourd Gallery in Raleigh. The Walking Tour of 

Art at Piedmont Triad International Airport (GSO) is a self-guided tour and the artwork images included 

in the exhibition will also be viewable on the airport website at https://flyfrompti.com/ 

About Piedmont Triad International Airport (GSO) 

Piedmont Triad International Airport (GSO) is owned and operated by the Piedmont Triad Airport 

Authority. Located at the center of North Carolina and the midpoint of the East Coast, Piedmont Triad 

International Airport (GSO) serves Greensboro, High Point and Winston-Salem as well as the entire 

Piedmont Triad Region in North Carolina. 
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About Darryl Matthews 

Darryl Matthews attended the Newark School of Fine and Industrial Art in Newark, New Jersey. He 

became interested in art as a child, and by age 11, he had discovered his passion for creating vibrant 

artwork. His professional career has spanned over four decades, including work as a storyboard artist, 

children’s book illustrator, portrait artist, live event artist, and private art instructor. Matthews is a past 

member of the La Jolla Art Society having received recognition for his “Sports Figures” illustrations in 

1998.  

About Drinking Gourd Gallery 

Based in Raleigh, North Carolina, Drinking Gourd Gallery is a virtual gallery space offering the works of 

established and emerging artists. The gallery name is derived from the "Follow the Drinking Gourd" folk 

song and is meant to honor the legacy of those who were once enslaved. Looking back and ahead, the 

gallery is dedicated to artistic freedom and committed to showcasing diverse voices and perspectives. 

Known for its eclectic, ever-changing collection, Drinking Gourd Gallery is proud to present exhibitions 

and programming that inspire and engage. 
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