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Welcome to the Music and Performing Arts programme at Terra Nova 
School. 

Participation in Music is a fun and enjoyable experience for pupils at Terra 
Nova School. We aim for each pupil to achieve on a personal level whilst 
developing their music and performance skills, building confidence and 
self esteem through collaboration with their peers.

Music and Performing Arts are fully inclusive with all pupils being given 
the opportunity to showcase their talent, at a level appropriate to their 
ability, at least once every term through ensemble and choral concerts. 
It is an expectation that pupils will represent the School at community 
events, periodically throughout the academic year. 

There are a wide variety of instruments to learn as part of curriculum 
lessons, and individually with our visiting muisic teachers (VMTs). We also 
offer superb teaching in LAMDA Speech and Drama lessons.

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to email 
me at james.westall@tnschool.co.uk

Mr James Westall 
Director of Music and Performing Arts

Welcome from the Director of  Music 
and Performing Arts

2 3
3



3

Welcome from the Director of Music with Performing Arts  2 

Year 1 and 2 Music and Performing Arts curriculum 4 

Year 3 and 4 Music and Performing Arts curriculum 5 

Year 5 - 8 Music and Performing Arts curriculum 6 

Choirs 7 

The House Music Competition 7  

Recitals 8 

Scholarship 9 

Instrumental lessons 9 

Syllabus 10 

ABRSM examinations 11

Contents

3
3



4 5

Year 1 and 2 curriculum
In Year 1 and Year 2 pupils listen carefully and respond physically to a wide range of music. 
They play musical instruments and sing a variety of songs from memory. They begin to 
create short compositions, exploring how sound and silence can create different moods 
and effects. They develop their rhythmic skills and focus on note values, learning how 
to distinguish them aurally and visually. Music lessons are fun and interactive exploring 
different performance skills and working towards end of term nativities and concerts.
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Year 3 and 4 curriculum
All pupils take part in a range of activities that integrate performing, composing, listening 
and appraising. 

Performing - pupils develop their singing voices with a focus on pitch, diction, breathing, 
and musical expression. Year 3 will be learning how to play the violin and Year 4 learn to 
play a range of percussion instuments as part of our Samba topic. 

Composing - pupils use the elements of music to create soundscapes as a response to 
differing stimuli, such as poetry, art, or a story. They explore how instruments can be used 
to create differents effects and moods, and learn to organise sounds to match them.

Listening and Appraising - pupils are exposed to a wide variety of music from different 
times and cultures, and respond to them. They learn about how the music is produced, 
how music can be used to influence and inspire, and how to describe what they can hear 
using correct musical terminology.

In the Easter term Year 3 and 4 perform their musical production. Curriculum and 
rehearsal time sees them learning songs and routines, how to use lighting, radio mics, 
sound and costumes to a professional standard. Recent shows have included Dragon 
Days, Charlie and the. Chocolate factory and Snow White.
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Year 5 to 8 curriculum
Pupils are taught to play and perform confidently in a range of solo and 
ensemble contexts using their voice and playing instruments musically, fluently, 
accurately and with expression. They also develop their listening skillls through 
studying a wide range of music from great composers and musicians.

Year 5 pupils learn to play the trumpet and are given an instument for the year 
to take home and practice. In Years 6 to 8, pupils use a range of musical styles, 
genres and traditions to improvise and compose, writing their own music 
including popular songs and raps.

Pupils learn through taking part in whole class workshops and in small group, 
paired and individual work. This works effectively during preparation for their 
summer term productions as pupils develop ownership and self-esteem.

In the Summer term we stage two productions: our Year 5 and 6 production 
followed by the Year 7 and 8. Pupils focus on characterisation, singing and 
creating their routines, along with special effects, costume and lighting. Recent 
productions have been Ali Baba and Superstan (Y5/6) and School of Rock and 
Dream On (Y7/8).
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Choirs
Terra Nova School has three choirs; 
Junior (Year 1 to 4), Senior (Year 5 
to 8) and an invitation only Chamber 
Choir. They perform regularly at 
concerts, special services, competitions, 
and numerous other events in the 
community. 

The House Music 
Competition
At the end of the Spring Term we hold the hugely 
popular and keenly contested House Music 
Competition. Every pupil from Year 1 to 8 is  
inlvolved and due to the nature of the singing 
culture in our school the standard of performance 
is extremely high. The songs are selected and 
rehearsals are led by the children and the House 
Tutors giving a real sense of ownership to each 
House.  An external adjudicator has the final  
decision on the overall winners.
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Recitals 
Throughout the year we hold music recitals for both 
Junior and Senior Prep in the Jodrell Room, to showcase 
pupils’ talents. In addition to this we have an end of term 
showcase for the larger ensembles to perform. 

There are also more informal performance opportunities 
for children to build confidence and performance skills 
including classroom and lunchtime concerts. 
 
We encourage our pupils to enter local music festivals, 
such as the Alderley Edge and Bowdon festivals.
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Scholarships
There are a number of Performing Arts scholarships 
available for pupils in Year 7 and 8, assessments for 
which are held in November of  Year 6.

Pupils who display flair and a great work ethic for the 
Performing Arts are prepared for scholarships in Year 
7 and 8, for  Year 9 entry to destination schools.

Instrumental Lessons
At Terra Nova School we offer individual lessons on the 
following instruments. Lessons are £19.00 each, and are 
taught on a one to one basis by one of our specialist 
visiting music teachers. Lessons take place term time on 
a rotating timetable, in one of the purpose built music 
practice rooms: 
 
Piano  Clarinet  Flute 
Voice  Saxophone  Trumpet 
Theory  Violin   Trombone 
Cello  Guitar   Drum 
Recorder
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Syllabus
Pupils who play guitar and drums follow the 
Rockschool syllabus. Other instruments, 
including singing, follow the ABRSM syllabus. 
 
To encourage a love of ensemble performance 
we urge our instrumentalists to join the 
ensemble groups such as string group and the 
orchestra. Our singers are inspired to perform 
with external choirs such as the Halle Children’s 
Choir.
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ABRSM Examinations
The Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) is the UK’s largest music education body, 
one of its largest music publishers and the world’s leading provider of music examinations, offering 
assessments to over 600,000 candidates in over 90 countries every year. 
 
As a test centre for ABRSM, Terra Nova pupils are entered for the ABRSM music exams twice per year.  
The pupils have a strong record of gaining merits and distinctions in these examinations.
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