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If you are considering a move for your child to study in 
the UK,  on a short or long term basis, the team at Terra 
Nova School hopes to be a valuable resource in helping 
you find the right School for your child. 
 
Our role is to help provide you with as much information 
as possible to enable you to make the best decision for 
you and your family. 
 
Much of our communication with you will take place by 
email or telephone, but nothing can replace a visit to the 
School. We actively encourage you to visit us, to tour the facilities and get a feel for 
the engaging community. We also encourage you to bring your children with you on 
a tour, if possible. 
 
This booklet describes the admission process for international students and answers 
many commonly asked questions. On joining the School you will also receive the 
welcome pack and other helpful resources. This booklet will cover many of your 
questions and we hope you will find them useful. Please visit our website, Facebook 
or Twitter pages for additional and up-to-date news.  
 
We look forward to introducing you to all that Terra Nova School has to offer you 
and your family. 
 
Mr. Philip Stewart 
Headmaster

Welcome to Terra Nova School
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A brief guide to the area
Cheshire is a county in North West England, bordering Merseyside and Greater 
Manchester to the north, Derbyshire to the east, Staffordshire and Shropshire to the south 
and Flintshire,  Wales  and  Wrexham  to the west. Cheshire’s county town is Chester.  The 
county covers 905 square miles (2,344 km2) and has a population of around 1 million.  
 
There is currently significant investment being made in the area through the building 
of a Northern Powerhouse. The local community will be boosted by  investment into 
skills, innovation, transport and culture. 

The North of England and Wales offer an outstanding quality of life which attracts 
tourists, businesses and investors from around the world. That’s why investment in 
housing, education, healthcare, culture and tourism is at the heart of the Northern 
Powerhouse. Investing in the region’s residential and cultural assets will attract and 
retain the best talent to ensure long-term sustainable increases in productivity and 
growth. 

The UK Government have committed to supporting science and innovation in the 
North.The area is already home to many centres of scientific excellence, including 
Jodrell Bank, just two miles from the school. 

Improving transport is also at the heart of the Northern Powerhouse plans, with £13 
billion investment for development of the HS2 (high speed train). It will connect all 
the great Northern towns and cities, create employement opportunities, and lead to 
faster and better journeys – all making the North an excellent place to live and work.
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Introduction 
Terra Nova is a vibrant and exciting school set in 35 acres of rural Cheshire 
countryside. The perfect place for a child to grow and develop. The school is 
steeped in history and values the traditions that form the foundations on which a 
fresh thinking approach is adopted.

All children in the School are encouraged to develop their talents and realise their 
potential in the way that best meets their needs and personalities. The wellbeing of 
every child is at the heart of the School’s philosophy, we want them to develop a 
genuine love of learning, be resilient, optimistic, confident and kind people who can 
sustain good relationships and make a positive contribution to society.
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General Information 
Terra Nova School is an independent preparatory School for children aged 2.5 
to 13 offering boarding for pupils aged 8 to 13.  The School welcomes children 
from many different ethnic groups, backgrounds and creeds. Pupils are required to 
respect human rights and freedoms and uphold the values of British society.  All 
applications will be treated on merit and in a sensitive manner. 
 
Facilities 
Terra Nova School offers an enviable setting for pupils, perfect for learning outside 
the classroom through the purpose built forest school set in our own woodlands, 
bespoke shooting range, all purpose floodlit astroturf, tennis courts, Performing 
Arts Centre and swimming pool. This summer the school has also developed two 
further facilities, a state of the art Makerspace to enhance our Science, Technology, 
Engineering,  Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) programme and The Hub, a new a 
vibrant library and resource centre for pupils.  
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Boarding 
Relationships are further fostered, and independence developed with the 
opportunity for pupils to board at Terra Nova School in preparation for their 
Senior schools and future university life. Pupils are enjoying flexible boarding from 
Year 3 to Year 8. There are currently 35-50 pupils boarding on a regular basis.  
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Academic Reputation 
Terra Nova School prides itself on preparing pupils for the next stage in their 
education, through a dynamic, vibrant and engaging curriculum taught by world-class 
educators who have training and experience across the world. All this achieved 
making use of the very best resources. Many pupils leave Terra Nova with schol-
arships at prestigious Schools such as Shrewsbury, Uppingham, Rugby, Repton, 
Marlborough and Sedburgh. Other pupils have gone on to study at Eton and 
Oxford.
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Below are just a few of our destination schools describing the pupils that study at 
Terra Nova and go on to futher their education at these Senior Boarding Schools.  
 
Sedbergh School

Mr. Andrew Fleck 
Principal, Sedbergh School 
Governor, Terra Nova School 
 
Terra Nova School is one of Sedbergh’s most important feeder schools and the two 
schools share a similar commitment to the highest quality of boarding education 
and pastoral care. Both schools focus on academic excellence for every individual 
child matched with a wide and varied range of extra-curricular and cultural activ-
ities which include fine music, technology, sport and drama. Sedbergh and Terra 
Nova are located in beautiful, clean countryside which allows children to play and 
learn in a particularly healthy environment. Places of great cultural interest are easily 
accessible. 
 
Pupils from Terra Nova School are swift to adapt to secondary education and 
boarding at Sedbergh. Without exception, they are quick to build friendships and 
embrace the range of opportunities available to them. They are well disciplined in 
their studies and perform highly in exams. Sedbergh is placed in the top 10% of 
Schools in UK for the progress that pupils make in their studies, Terra Novians play 
an important part in our success by providing the firmest educational foundations. 
 
The Schools enjoy close links between senior staff meaning that the transition from 
Terra Nova to Sedbergh is carefully and individually planned. If you are seeking a 
place for your son or daughter at one of the UK’s oldest and most prestigious 
high-performing boarding schools, Terra Nova provides excellent foundations.

Destination Senior Schools
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Shrewsbury School

 
Mr. Leo Winkley
Headmaster
Shrewsbury School

Shrewsbury School has enjoyed a close link with Terra Nova School over very many 
years. The pupils who transfer from TN to Shrewsbury are excellent members of 
our school.  The close-knit Terra Nova community makes them aware of others 
around them, and this is a key element of thriving in a boarding house.  They have 
developed good study skills and perform well in the classroom.  And finally, they 
have enjoyed a rich co-curriculum at Terra Nova, and are ready to embrace the 
even larger range on offer at Shrewsbury.

 
Denstone College

Mr. Miles Norris
Headmaster
Denstone College

Denstone College has been welcoming Terra Nova pupils for many years. They are 
invariably amongst our very best young people, always well-rounded individuals with 
a strong sense of community, which is so important in boarding schools. Excellent 
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contributors to school life, both outside and in the classroom, Terra Nova pupils are 
beautifully prepared for senior school. Often talented and well-coached in sport, 
music, drama and other co-curricular areas, they are also well prepared academical-
ly by the time they join us to be educated for the rigours of public examinations. 
Terra Nova is a wonderful school, with a flexible approach to boarding, which our 
parents appreciate too, and we hope to continue welcoming their alumni to Den-
stone every year.

Repton School

 
Mr. Tim Collins
Director of Admissions
Repton School

Repton School has a long held and valued relationship with Terra Nova School over 
many years and year on year welcomes a number of Terra Nova pupils to Repton 
School. There is a close and supportive relationship with Repton Heads of Depart-
ment liaising directly with Terra Nova members of staff with regard to entrance 
exams and scholarships. Terra Nova pupils often enter various competitions and 
events held at Repton from the Prep Schools’ Tennis Tournament to Year 6 Experi-
ence Days. The pupils themselves are prepared extremely well for the busy life of a 
senior boarding school and we have witnessed them thrive and go on to succeed in 
an impressively diverse range of areas of school life, whether it be academically or 
in the wider  educational areas of Sport,  Music, Art or Drama.

14
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Uppingham School 
 

 
 

Dr. Richard Maloney
Headmaster 
Uppingham School

Uppingham values its long relationship with Terra Nova. As a full boarding school, Up-
pingham has enjoyed the independently minded pupils who have joined us. Terra Nova 
pupils have distinguished themselves with their enthusiasm for the wider curriculum, their 
well-developed study skills, their friendliness and the ability to enjoy the full breadth of the 
boarding opportunity here.
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Age Year Level Grade Equivalent Key Stage

2.5 Nursery Nursery
Early Years

4 Reception Pre-kindergarten
5 Year 1 Kindergarten

Junior Prep

Key Stage 1

6 Year 2 Grade 1
7 Year 3 Grade 2
8 Year 4 Grade 3
9 Year 5 Grade 4

Senior Prep

Key Stage 2

10 Year 6 Grade 5
11 Year 7 Grade 6
12 Year 8 Grade 7

Year Level Guide
Each application is reviewed by the Admissions Committee, comprising of the Head 
of relevant School, Admissions Team, the Learning Resource Centre (if applicable), and 
the Headmaster.  Admission is based on academic evaluations and assessments, English 
proficiency, past School records,  a pupil interview, teacher recommendation in the 
form of a confidential report, and any diagnostic testing that will help the Admissions 
Committee to understand any special learning needs an applicant may have. 
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Admission to Terra Nova School
 
 

 
 

Admission process overview

 

Complete and submit a registration form, along with a non-refundable registration fee  
of £75 and any required supporting documents.

The registration process is now complete.

 

The Admissions Committee will review the file to ensure the application satifies the 
admission criteria and check to confirm that there is a space available.

  

Candidate meets entry requirements Application denied. Parent informed.

    

Place offered/
accepted

A surety 
fee of £500 
is required, 
along with 
a signed 

copy of the 
terms and 

conditions to 
secure the 
child’s place 

at the School.

Deferment 
requested

 
One 

deferment 
will be 

allowed, but 
application 

will be 
considered 
withdrawn/

closed 
thereafter.

Waiting  
list

 
If there 

are more 
candidates 

than available 
places the 

applicant will 
be placed on 
a waiting list.

Application closed. Candidates may  
re-apply after one academic year  

has passed.
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Admission criteria 
The School has 2 forms in each year group, with a maximum of 20 pupils per form.

If a year group is full then a pupil may be placed on a waiting list for entry.  Where there 
is a case of oversubscription,  places are allocated at the Headmaster’s discretion and 
will take into account the following factors:

• A sibling already in the School

• A family is moving into the area with more than one child that wishes to attend 
the School

• Parents are ex-pupils of Terra Nova School

• Pupils have exceptional personal/domestic circumstances

• Pupil’s performance in entrance assessments

• Parents are required to declare in advance of entry any circumstances that may 
affect the admission of their child (these may include family circumstances, special 
educational needs, physical or emotional impairment or any disabilities).

Criteria for entry
All pupils from Year 1 and above will be informally assessed to establish a child’s 
suitability to access the School’s curriculum.

• The assessment may take the form of appropriate literacy and numeracy tests and 
possibly cognitive ability tests and is dependent on age and specific needs.

• A satisfactory reference will also be required from a pupil’s existing School.

• Parents are obliged to declare fully any diagnosed or suspected special educational 
needs or disability. Where this is the case, an assessment will be made by the 
SENCO and a recommendation passed to the Headmaster.
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Procedure for entry to Terra Nova School 
The School publishes full details of the opportunities that it provides, on its website 
(www.tnschool.co.uk) and in the parent handbooks.

The School also publishes a schedule of fees and charges on its website. (Further 
details may be accessed through application to the Director of Finance and 
Operations).

All applications for admission must be made using the registration form.

On completion of the registration form and payment of the non-refundable 
registration fee of £250 a child’s name is formally registered for entry in the School.

Provided that a pupil satisfies the criteria for entry and a place is available, the 
Headmaster will send a letter offering a place at the School. This offer will be 
accompanied by an acceptance form and the full standard terms and conditions. This 
form should be completed and returned to the School with payment of one terms 
fees, which secures the child’s place within the School. The Surety Fee is refundable 
at the end of a pupil’s last term at Terra Nova School, less any expenses incurred. 

Admission appeals
If the School does not offer a place to a pupil because in the opinion of the Headmaster 
it would not be in the best interests of the School or in the best interests of the 
applicant, the parents have the right to appeal against a decision to refuse entry. They 
can do so by applying to the Governors of Terra Nova School who will convene an 
appeals panel to consider the appeal.

The appeals panel decision is binding for all parties concerned. If the appeals panel 
decides that the School should accept a pupil then the School would do all that it can 
to provide the best education possible.  Annual reviews will take place to ensure that 
the best interests of the School and child continue to be met.



22 23

The School aims to encourage applications from candidates with as diverse a range 
of backgrounds as possible. This enriches our community and is vital in preparing our 
pupils for today’s world. Bursaries are offered in order to make it possible for as many 
as possible who meet the School’s admission criteria to attend the School.

The School is committed to equal treatment for all pupils regardless of  gender, 
race, ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual orientation or social background. The School’s 
provision for bursaries is described below.

Special educational needs and disabilities
The School welcomes pupils with special educational needs or disabilities if it is confident it 
can support them within the Schools resources taking into account ‘reasonable’ adjustments.

The School welcomes pupils with special educational needs provided that its learning support 
department can offer them the support that they require. Currrently, this largley relates 
to specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia,  dyscalculia,  dyspraxia, autistic spectrum 
disorders,  speech & language issues as well as medical conditions.

The School welcomes pupils with disabilities provided that our site can accommodate them. 
However,  we strongly advise parents of children with special educational needs or disabilities 
to discuss their child’s requirements with the School before they attend a taster day and sit 
any assessment, so that the School can make adequate provision for them. Parents should 
provide a copy of any professional reports relating to the pupil (for example, educational 
psychologist’s report,  speech & language therapy reports,  medical reports) if they have 
them.

The School will discuss thoroughly with parents and their medical advisors the adjustments 
that can reasonably be made for the child if he/she becomes a pupil at the School.
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English as an Additional Language (EAL)

Applicants whose first language is not English may be subject to additional entrance 
assessment for English as an Additional Language (EAL). The purpose of such 
assessment is to further explore whether the student can access the English-based 
curriculum and whether the level of support needed fits within the level of staff 
support available.

Students who require additional English language assistance in order to access the 
curriculum successfully are provided with English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
support. There is an additional annual cost for this service. Our EAL specialists help 
students develop the skills necessary to complete their school work in English by 
working and planning with the students’ class and subject teachers. Students who are 
not native English speakers, but who are fluent in English and also have age appropriate 
literacy skills in English, are not classified by the School as EAL learners. In order to 
ensure a balanced and diverse student body, the School reserves the right to limit the 
enrolment of EAL students per class and year group. The School will only admit those 
students for whom it can make adequate provision of support.

Religous beliefs
Although the School has a christian foundation, it does not select for entry on the 
basis of religious belief, and it offers the opportunity for all religions to practise their 
own faith. Families should discuss any specific issues or needs with the Headmaster.
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Termly fees for 2019-20
Terra Nova School Fees include the following::
• Breakfast club (if required) which includes specific care for smaller children, and is     
   available from 7.30am. 

• A multiple choice lunch including hot, cold and vegetarian options daily. (Food allergies and    
  intolerances are fully catered)

• Snacks, drinks and fruit available at break times.

• In school laundry and organisation of sportswear from Year 3.

• An extensive selection of free after-school clubs for all years, including Prep.

• Supper (if required) from Year 3, at no additional cost if your child needs to stay until      
6.30pm. 

Student Day fee per term
(with private guardian, at own expense)

International £6,025

Student Flexi boarding per term
(5 nights per week, weekends with private guardian, at own expense)

International £7,025

Student Full boarding per term
(7 nights per week, Saturday STEAM School, Sunday Trip)

International £8,025

Please inform the Director of Finance and Operations in advance if you wish your child(ren) 
to be enrolled with full boarding by emailing bursar@tnschool.co.uk. Bedding is provided by 
the School if requested.

Discounts
There is a reduction for younger siblings when both are in the School:  
2nd child 10%     3rd child (or more) 15% 
 
Scholarships 
Pupils in Year 6 and above, from September 2019, are welcome to apply for one of the 
following scholarships: Academic, Sport, Creative Arts and Performing Arts 
Please enquire at the time of admissions. 
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Terra Nova School Fees (up to 4 weeks) include the following:
Breakfast club (if required) which includes specific care for smaller children, and is    
available from 7.30am.

• A multiple choice lunch including hot, cold and vegetarian options daily. (Food         
allergies and intolerances are fully catered)

• Snacks, drinks and fruit available at break times.

• In school laundry and organisation of sportswear from Year 3.

• An extensive selection of free after-school clubs for all years, including Prep.

• Supper (if required) from Year 3, at no additional cost if your child needs to stay       
  until 6.30pm.

Student Day fee per week
(with private guardian, at own expense)

International £300

Student Flexi boarding per week
(5 nights per week, weekends with private guardian, at own expense)

International £500

Student Full boarding per week
(7 nights per week, Saturday STEAM School, Sunday Trip)

International £700

Please inform the Director of Finance and Operations in advance if you wish your 
child(ren) to be enrolled with full boarding by emailing bursar@tnschool.co.uk
Bedding is provided by the School if requested.

Weekly fees for 2019-20
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Term Dates for 2019-20
Autumn Term

Start of term
30 August - 3 September: staff training 
3 September: new pupil and family day 

4 September: all puplis

Parent consultation day 11 October: School closed for pupils

Half term
18 October: School closes 

4 November School commences

Terra Nova School 
scholarship day

23 November

End of Term 18 December

Spring Term

Start of term 6 January School commences

Half term
7 February: School closes 

17 February: School commences

End of term 27 March

Summer Term

Start of term 15 April

Half term
22 May: School closes 

1 June: School commences

End of term 3 July at 1.00pm

 
Bank holidays 
10 April 2020   Good Friday 
13 April 2020  Easter Monday 
4 May 2020  Early May bank holiday 
25 May 2020  Spring bank holiday 
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Jodrell Bank, Holmes Chapel, Cheshire CW4 8BT

Tel: 01477 571251

Web: www.tnschool.co.uk

Facebook: Terra Nova School
Twitter: @TerraNovaSchool 
LinkedIn: TerraNovaSchool


