
BAD +  
7 — 10 JULY,2022

Left. Omar Mahfoudi, Blue Berbere Woman, 2022. 180x120 cm. Liquid acrylic on canvas. Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery.
Right. Saïdou Dicko, Sculpture Berger, 2022. 100x175 cm. Painted photography. Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery.

SAÏDOU DICKO - MOUSTAPHA BAIDI OUMAROU - SALIFOU LINDOU  
 JEAN DAVID NKOT - OMAR MAHFOUDI - HYACINTHE OUATTARA



FOR THE FIRST EDITION OF THE BAD+ ART 
FAIR, AFIKARIS GALLERY - FOCUSED ON  
THE PROMOTION OF CONTEMPORARY ART 
FROM AFRICA - PLAYS BETWEEN  
FIGURATION AND ABSTRACTION BY 
£CREATING A CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
ARTWORKS BY SAÏDOU DICKO, MOUSTAPHA 
BAIDI OUMAROU, SALIFOU LINDOU, OMAR 
MAHFOUDI, JEAN DAVID NKOT ET  
HYACINTHE OUATTARA. 

In his painted photographs without retouching, 
Saïdou Dicko (b. 1979, Burkina Faso) pays  
tribute to the innocence and spontaneity of 
childhood. An archive document, they bear  
witness to borderless creativity and endless  
games. The images are frank. They teach us to 
seek happiness in the simplest moments and  
send us back to our own existence, to our 
memories. 

Through his anonymized portraits, Moustapha  
Baidi Oumarou (b. 1997, Cameroon) conveys a 
message of joy,  
fraternity, and conviviality. He starts from his 
observations of contemporary society to  
compose an ideal world with his most beautiful 
color palette. 

A major artist of the Cameroonian art scene,  
Salifou Lindou (b. 1965, Cameroon) was and  
still is, a mentor for the next generations of artists. 
In tune with the world and inspired by his 
surroundings, he feeds his art with scenes from 
daily life.

Omar Mahfoudi (b. 1981, Morocco) proposes a 
series of floral and melancholic portraits. There  
is a call to nature emerging from the paper. A  
call to come back to the origin of the world, to 
rethink the universe facing its instability. Behind  
his work, an ecological consciousness arises.  
He initiates, throughout, the idea to side with  
nature.

Jean David Nkot (b. 1989, Cameroon) compensates 
for the lack of visibility and recognition of the men 
and women working in the mines. By giving them 
the status of contemporary icons, he invites us to 
rethink our economic model to protect Men and the 
planet together. If a deep sensitivity to humanity 
has never ceased to tint his work, ecology is a new 
component in the work of this painter of the human 
condition. Nkot reminds us that Men cannot be 
considered independently from their environment 
and that the protection of one comes with the 
conservation of the other.

Hyacinthe Ouattara (b. 1981, Burkina Faso) goes 
beyond a reflection centered on the individual to 
dive into the immaterial, the metaphysics, the 
sensitive. His questioning starts from an 
observation in the face of human movements in 
space: what binds this human tide? How do 
individuals interact with one another? Beyond a 
sociological question, he touches on scientific 
concepts without naming them: from the Big Bang, 
to the cosmos through the origin of life. If he starts 
by dissecting and analysing cellular tissues, soon 
his reflection takes a more global turn and touches 
on the changes of the world itself.

Thus, the stand of AFIKARIS promises to reflect the 
diversity and the richness of the contemporary 
African scene.  
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AFIKARIS GALLERY

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About AFIKARIS Gallery:

Formed in 2018 with the mission to promote artists from Africa and its diaspora, AFIKARIS settled down 
in 2020 at 38 rue Quincampoix, situated next to Centre Pompidou. The gallery is opening a new space 
in Paris at 7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth. The gallery showcases works by artists from Africa and its 
diaspora and mainly aims to provide their works with international visibility through exhibitions, art fairs 
and through collaborations with cultural institutions. 
 
The gallery aims to be a place for exchange and dialogue, engaging in conversation with the 
public. AFIKARIS gives voices to its artists on topical issues as well as subjects at the heart of their art. 
It is also a space for reflection about the African contemporary art scene. The gallery highlights both 
emerging and well renowned talents.

The exhibitions underline the synergies existing within the works of the different artists on common 
themes, whilst echoing modern day issues. This emphasises the multiplicity of the points of view and 
confronts them. The gallery mainly proposes duo and solo shows to leave room for artists to express 
themselves. Duo shows initiate a dialogue between two visions of a subject, whilst solo shows are a 
real carte blanche given to the artist featured.  

PRESS CONTACT :

Michaëla Hadji-Minaglou | Gallery Manager | michaela@afikaris.com

Galerie AFIKARIS
38 rue Quincampoix, 75004 Paris, France
7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth, 75003 Paris, France

Tuesday to Saturday: 11h — 19h

info@afikaris.com 
www.afikaris.com



SAÏDOU DICKO

MATCHED WITH THE CAN TMS4, 2021
100x75 cm 
Painted photography / Unique piece 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Saïdou Dicko:

Saïdou Dicko (b. 1979, Déou, Burkina Faso) is a multidisciplinary artist who lives and works in Paris. A 
self-taught artist, Saïdou Dicko’s art pays tribute to the Peul culture in which he grew up. The shadow is 
the master in his work, erasing social and cultural differences.

Although he is known for his painted photographs, the artist does not consider himself a photographer 
but an artist using the medium of photography. Thus, Dicko’s characters can be found in one medium to 
another: drawing, embroidery and video. He captures moments of play and bears witness to the infinite 
imagination of the children who inhabit his works.
Awarded a prize at his first exhibition at the Dakar Biennial in 2006, his work is now exhibited in many 
international events (biennials, fairs, exhibitions). Since 2003, he has participated in numerous fairs 
such as Paris Photo (Paris), Photo Basel (Basel), 1-54 London (London) and 1-54 New York (New 
York).

THE BROTHERHOOD ACT1 T OUJDA, 2021
100x75 cm 
Painted photography / Unique piece 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery



TEMPS DE REPOS, 2022  
90x60 cm
Acrylic and pen on canvas 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

MOUSTAPHA BAIDI OUMAROU

LA MAGIE DES RENCONTRES, 2022
140x130 cm 
Acrylic and pen on canvas 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Moustapha Baidi Oumarou:

Moustapha Baidi Oumarou (b. 1997, Maroua, Cameroon) is a multidisciplinary artist who works and 
lives in Maroua. A self-taught artist, Moustapha Baidi Oumarou describes himself as a “conscious and 
humanist painter.” This humanism shows through his paintings and drawings, in an attempt to relay 
what the forgotten and most vulnerable cannot express with words.

Most often laying out monochrome backgrounds and human shapes adorned with flowers, his color-
ful canvases, made in acrylic, translate the good within each of us. Naturally, his delicate and subtle 
outlines, immersed in a lush nature, evoke a moment of sharing, conviviality, or even introspection. By 
anonymizing his characters, his nameless yet deeply human shapes suggest a universal message of 
peace and humanity.

Moustapha Baidi Oumarou’s work has been featured in numerous international fairs such as Art Paris 
(Paris); 1- 54 London (London); Investec Cape Town (Cape Town); and AKAA (Paris). A solo show of 
the artist will be held at 7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth, 75003 Paris from September 29th to October 
29th.



L’EXODE ET LA FAMILLE 5, 2022
Pastel on canvas
105x175 cm
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

SALIFOU LINDOU

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Salifou Lindou:

Salifou Lindou (b. 1965, Foumban, Cameroon) is a multidisciplinary artist who works and lives in 
Douala. A self-taught artist, Salifou Lindou is part of the former generations of artists in Cameroon who 
now teach the new generation.
If Salifou Lindou deals with topical issues, he always illustrates the passion and desire to live in 
opposition to the vulnerability of the body. Internal as well as external fights, stirring the society, arise 
under his pastels. On the paper as well as on the canvas, Salifou Lindou explores the complexity of 
human beings through scenes of daily life, fed with references to legends and classics, whilst within 
modern painting.`

Salifou Lindou’s work has been featured in numerous international fairs such as Art Paris (Paris); 
1-54 London (London); 1-54 New York (New York); ARCO Madrid (Madrid); Art Paris (Paris); and 
exhibition in institutions including the National Museum of Yaounde (Yaounde); Institut des Cultures de 
l’Islam (Paris); Art Hub Copenhagen (Copenhagen). He currently represents Cameroon at the Venise 
Biennale.



OMAR MAHFOUDI

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Omar Mahfoudi:

Omar Mahfoudi (b. 1981, Tangier, Morocco) is a multidisciplinary artist who works and lives in Paris. In 
his art, he reinvents and rewrites the history of human beings through emotions.
Mainly working with acrylic and ink, he plays with the movement of the matter created on the surface of 
the canvas. His oases, timeless territories bathed in a distant light and conducive to rêverie, are nou-
rished and enriched by his eclectic influences: from the Amazônia series by photographer Sebastião 
Salgado, to the prints of Katsushika Hokusai. In his most recent work, the color gold, evocative to the 
desert of his Moroccan heritage, impregnates his imagery with heat and mystery.

Omar Mahfoudi’s work has been featured in numerous international fairs such as AKAA (Paris); 1-54 
London (London); and ARCO (Madrid).

SUR LA BRANCHE 6, 2022  
Ink on paper
40x30 cm 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

LES FLEURISTES DE L’ATLAS 12, 2022  
Ink on paper
40x30 cm  
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery



JEAN DAVID NKOT

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Jean David Nkot:

Jean David Nkot (b. 1989, Douala, Cameroon) is a visual artist who works and lives in Douala. A gra-
duate from the Institute of Artistic Training (IFA), Mbalmayo, Cameroon (2010), he subsequently joined 
the Institute of Fine Arts, Foumban, where he obtained a degree in Drawing and Painting. In 2017, he 
took part in the Moving Frontiers post-Master’s Degree, focused on the topic of borders, organized by 
the National School of Arts, Paris- Cergy, France.

Working primarily with acrylic and posca, he continuously seeks to revisit his pictorial language and 
often experiments with other techniques, including silkscreen printing. His highly characteristic signature 
style places hyperrealist portraits over complex cartographies. A “painter of the human condition,” his 
artworks expose faces submerged by inscriptions, depicting characters both reflective of and reflected 
upon their physical and geopolitical context. Moving away from the personal identities of his subjects, 
Nkot draws attention to the embodied turmoil inhabiting them – in a manner reminiscent of Zhang Dali, 
Francis Bacon, and Jenny Saville.

Jean David Nkot’s work has been presented in key international institutions including: Institut des 
Cultures d’Islam, Paris, France; SAVVY Contemporary, Berlin, Germany; Doual’art, Douala, Cameroon; 
National Museum of Cameroon, Yaounde. The artist currently has a solo at FAIKARIS Gallery at 38 rue 
Quincampooix, 75004 Paris, until September 13th.

WWW. @REPOS DU MINEUR#COBALT, 2021
200x200 cm 
Acrylic and silkscreen printing on canvas 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery



HYACINTHE OUATTARA

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Hyacinthe Ouattara:

Hyacinthe Ouattara (b. 1981, Burkina Faso) is a multidisciplinary artist who lives and works in Paris. 

A prophet artist, listening to the world, he becomes a messenger. His work, on paper, on canvas or 
fabric, transmits and transcribes the sensitive messages he receives. The gesture predominates. His 
works are born of spontaneity, like a trance in which the artist lets himself be guided to transcribe 
what he felt. One can think of the process of automatic drawing prevalent among surrealist painters. 
The unconscious materialises in the art of Hyacinthe Ouattara. There is something originally from the 
cosmos that takes us back to Joan Miró’s Constellations. 

Hyacinthe Ouattara’s work was part of the last Dakar Biennale and will be featured in Kinshasa 
Biennale in September. It has also been exhibited in France, Italy, the UK, Burkina Faso and the USA. 
His solo show will be held at 38 rue Quincamppix, 75004 Paris in October 2022.

ANIMISTES 3, 2022
Ink, acrylic, pastel and pen on canvas 
200x343 cm  
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery


