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Left. Moustapha Baidi Oumarou, Un coin de la rue, 2022. 180x150 cm. Acrylic and pen on canvas. Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery.
Right. Matthew Eguavoen, It’s illegal to be myself II, 2022. 130x100 cm. Acrylic and oil on canvas. Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery.

MOUSTAPHA BAIDI OUMAROU - MATTHEW EGUAVOEN 
JEAN DAVID NKOT - HYACINTHE OUATTARA



FOR ITS THIRD PARTICIPATION IN THE AKAA 
ART FAIR, AFIKARIS GALLERY - CREATES A 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE FIGURATIVE 
WORKS OF MATTHEW EGUAVOEN, 
MOUSTAPHA BAIDI OUMAROU, JEAN DAVID 
NKOT AND HYACINTHE OUATTARA’S  
ABSTRACT EXPLORATIONS ON FABRIC. 

Moustapha Baidi Oumarou (b. 1997,  
Cameroon) communicates a message of 
happiness, fraternity, and togetherness. He  
starts from his observations of contemporary 
society to compose an ideal world. Through his 
faceless characters, anonymized yet universally 
recognizable, differences are erased. The  
markers of physical and social barriers fall away, 
leaving space for individuals to emerge.

Matthew Eguavoen (b. 1988, Nigeria) depicts  
his figurative and portrait subjects using a 
combination of oil paint, acrylic paint, charcoal,  
and graphite pencils to document stories that 
encompass the emotions and demeanor of his 
muse to the viewer of his work. Eguavoen uses  
his work to address the societal, economic, and 
political views across the complex  
intersectionality that Nigerians face in different 
facets of life. The constraint of societal ideology 
about life, on human existence and survival.

Jean David Nkot (b. 1989, Cameroon) compensates 
for the lack of visibility and recognition of the men 
and women working in the mines. By giving them 
the status of contemporary icons, he invites us to 
rethink our economic model to protect Men and the 
planet together. If a deep sensitivity to humanity 
has never ceased to tint his work, ecology is a new 
component in the work of this painter of the human 
condition. Nkot reminds us that Men cannot be 
considered independently from their environment 
and that the protection of one comes with the 
conservation of the other.

Hyacinthe Ouattara (b. 1981, Burkina Faso) goes 
beyond a reflection centered on the individual to 
dive into the immaterial, the metaphysics, the 
sensitive. His questioning starts from an 
observation in the face of human movements in 
space: what binds this human tide? How do 
individuals interact with one another?Beyond a 
sociological question, he touches on scientific 
concepts without naming them: from the Big Bang, 
to the cosmos through the origin of life. If he starts 
by dissecting and analysing cellular tissues, soon 
his reflection takes a more global turn and touches 
on the changes of the world itself.
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AFIKARIS GALLERY

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About AFIKARIS Gallery:

Founded in 2018 by Florian Azzopardi, to promote emerging and established artists from Africa and its 
diaspora, AFIKARIS Gallery opened a dedicated Paris-based gallery space in 2021. Engaged in promoting 
cross-cultural and disciplinary exchange, AFIKARIS acts as a platform for artists to engage with the wider 
public. A mirror onto and space for reflection on the contemporary African art scene, it provides artists 
with a space to address the topical local and international issues at the heart of their art.

AFIKARIS’s curated program includes group and solo exhibitions; art fairs; publications; as well as 
institutional partnerships.

PRESS CONTACT:

Michaëla Hadji-Minaglou | Gallery Manager | michaela@afikaris.com

AFIKARIS Gallery
38 rue Quincampoix, 75004 Paris, France
7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth, 75003 Paris, France

From Tuesday to Saturday: 11AM — 7PM 

Ongoing exhibitions:
Une odyssée de l’espace l Hyacinthe Ouattara’s solo show
AFIKARIS Gallery | 38 rue Quincampoix, 75004 Paris 
From October 22nd to November 26th, 2022 

As I Reflected l Emma Odumade’s solo show
AFIKARIS Gallery | 7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth, 75003 Paris 
Until November 5th, 2022

ART FAIRS
Art X Lagos, Lagos, Nigeria 
Matthew Eguavoen, Ousmane Niang, Jean David Nkot, Emma Odumade

info@afikaris.com 
www.afikaris.com



MOUSTAPHA BAIDI OUMAROU

L’ESPRIT DE LA BROUSSE, 2022
120x180 cm 
Acrylic and pen on canvas 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Moustapha Baidi Oumarou :

Moustapha Baidi Oumarou (b. 1997, Maroua, Cameroon) is a multidisciplinary artist who works and 
lives in Maroua. A self-taught artist, Moustapha Baidi Oumarou describes himself as a “conscious and 
humanist painter.” This humanism shows through his paintings and drawings, in an attempt to relay 
what the forgotten and most vulnerable cannot express with words.

Most often laying out monochrome backgrounds and human shapes adorned with flowers, his color- 
ful canvases, made in acrylic, translate the good within each of us. Naturally, his delicate and subtle 
outlines, immersed in a lush nature, evoke a moment of sharing, conviviality, or even introspection. By 
anonymizing his characters, his nameless yet deeply human shapes suggest a universal message of 
peace and humanity.

Moustapha Baidi Oumarou’s work has been featured in numerous international fairs such as Art Paris
(Paris); 1- 54 London (London); Investec Cape Town (Cape Town); and AKAA (Paris). A solo show of
the artist will be held at 7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth, 75003 Paris from November 10th to December 
10th.



MATTHEW EGUAVOEN

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Matthew Eguavoen :

Matthew Eguavoen (b. 1988, Edo State, Nigeria) is a painter who works and lives in Lagos. A self- 
taught artist, Eguavoen is part of the Black Vanguard movement, this figuration that claims its origins 
and culture; influenced by the fashion industry.

Eguavoen’s portraits reflect his gaze on the society in which he evolves, specifically through a reflection 
on family, immigration, and consequences of the colonial past. He gives an overview of social and politi- 
cal issues and mainly focuses on humans.

Matthew Eguavoen’s work has been featured in different international art fairs such as Investec Cape 
Town art fair (Cape Town) and artgenève (Geneva). His work will be showcased at 1-54 Paris (7 — 10 
April) and 1-54 New York (19 — 22 May).

Eguavoen’s artworks have been featured in a solo show entitled Egbé Okpá  at AFIKARIS Gallery in 
April 2022.

I MADE MY HOME HERE, 2022  
Acrylic and oil on canvas
130x100 cm  
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

STEPPING OUT IN A MINUTE, 2022  
Acrylic and oil on canvas
130x100 cm  
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery



JEAN DAVID NKOT

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Jean David Nkot :

Jean David Nkot (b. 1989, Douala, Cameroon) is a visual artist who works and lives in Douala. A graduate 
from the Institute of Artistic Training (IFA), Mbalmayo, Cameroon (2010), he subsequently joined the 
Institute of Fine Arts, Foumban, where he obtained a degree in Drawing and Painting. In 2017, he took 
part in the Moving Frontiers post-Master’s Degree, focused on the topic of borders, organized by the 
National School of Arts, Paris- Cergy, France.

Working primarily with acrylic and posca, he continuously seeks to revisit his pictorial language and often 
experiments with other techniques, including silkscreen printing. His highly characteristic signature style 
places hyperrealist portraits over complex cartographies. A “painter of the human condition,” his artworks 
expose faces submerged by inscriptions, depicting characters both reflective of and reflected upon their 
physical and geopolitical context. Moving away from the personal identities of his subjects, Nkot draws 
attention to the embodied turmoil inhabiting them – in a manner reminiscent of Zhang Dali, Francis 
Bacon, and Jenny Saville.

Jean David Nkot’s work has been presented in key international institutions including: Institut des Cultures 
d’Islam, Paris, France; SAVVY Contemporary, Berlin, Germany; Doual’art, Douala, Cameroon; National 
Museum of Cameroon, Yaounde.

Nkot’s works have been showcased in a solo show - entitled Les pommes de la discorde  - at  AFIKARIS 
Gallery during summer 2022.

FN.WWW.LESCORPS@DELAMONDIALISATION.FR, 2022
203x255 cm 
Acrylic, silkscreen printing and posca on canvas
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery



HYACINTHE OUATTARA

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Hyacinthe Ouattara :

Hyacinthe Ouattara (b. 1981, Burkina Faso) is a multidisciplinary artist who works and lives in Paris.  

Hyacinthe Ouattara’s textile works embody the social link, at the base of all society. Through the 
exploration of the matter, he studies the relationships between individuals and questions the place 
of the human being in the universe. The fabric remnants that give life to his tapestries come from old 
clothes that belonged to his relatives. He explains: «For me, there is no society without clothes. This is 
why I choose them and then knot them, intertwine them, bind them together to give them an organic feel 
as if we were all finally linked through bits of fabric or clothing, like a form of common identity.

Ouattara’s work has been presented in 2022 on the occasion of the last Dakar Biennale and the 
Kinshasa Biennale. He also exhibited in France, Italy, UK, Burkina Faso and USA. 

His solo show within AFIKARIS Gallery’s space located at 38 rue Quincampoix will be held in parallel of 
the AKAA art fair.

FRAGMENTS, 2022  
Mixed media on fabric
160x160 cm  
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

FRAGILITÉ #2, 2022  
Mixed media on fabric
100x80 cm  
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery


