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Omar Mahfoudi, Le bacchus, 2022. 156x149 cm. Liquid acrylic on canvas.  
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery.
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FOR ITS THIRD PARTICIPATION IN THE 1-54 
LONDON ART FAIR, AFIKARIS GALLERY 
FEATURES NEW WORKS BY SALIFOU  
LINDOU, OMAR MAHFOUDI AND OZIOMA 
ONUZULIKE. THEY INSPIRE SOCIAL CHANGE, 
THE VERY NOTION OF IDENTITY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS, TO  
ULTIMATELY APPROACH UNIVERSAL 
QUESTIONS.

A major artist of the Cameroonian art scene,  
Salifou Lindou (b. 1965, Cameroon) was, and  
still is, a mentor for the next generations of  
artists. An observer of the society around him,  
he feeds his imagination with everyday scenes.  
In Social Game - the series on display at 1-54 
London - Lindou the artist creates the encounter 
between two of his favourite topics: daily life  
and the politicians. By bringing together  
politicians and citizens, attempts to start a 
conversation between them while underlining  
the reconnection between the political world and 
the real economy. All the characters mingle in  
the urban chaos. The cacophony and  
surrounding movement separate them rather  
than unite. Lindou highlights how politicians 
manipulate the public without them even noticing  
it. Thus, whilst life goes on in the streets of the  
city, the politicians act in the shadows.

Omar Mahfoudi (b. 1981, Morocco) questions  
our relationship to the environment alongside  
the very notion of identity. His work emerges as  
a result of his personal reflections and feelings.  
On the border of abstraction, his paintings  
express a mystical, almost metaphysical exile. 
Carried by his memories, Mahfoudi paints liquid 
landscapes crossed by isolated characters 
immersed in a meditative state. Sometimes,  
they stand out from the landscape and engage  
in a monologue. On the white page, the faces  
are drawn in close-up. They emerge, like ghosts, 
from the depths of the artist’s memory - from his 
dreams, perhaps? Imaginary figures, they 

nevertheless resonate within each of us, taking on 
the familiar features of an old friend. To that extent, 
Mahfoudi’s art is an invitation to introspection and 
rethinking a more harmonious ecosystem.

A ceramics artist and poet, Ozioma Onuzulike 
(b.1972, Nigeria) creates pieces largely focusing on 
the historical and sociological roots of the political 
and socio-economic turmoil in Africa and their 
debilitating effects on daily life on the continent. He 
presents works from two different series at 1-54 
London: The chainmail project and The palm kernel 
shell beads project. The first one addresses the 
issues gravitating around social change and the 
second one explores the aesthetic qualities and 
historical significance of an iconic African natural 
resource - the palm kernel. 

Thus, the stand of AFIKARIS is in tune with the 
world’s concerns, underlining political, social, and 
environmental issues.

AFIKARIS GALLERY, PARIS
SOMERSET HOUSE l LONDON l UK

STAND E2
13 — 16 OCTOBER, 2022

1-54 LONDON

AFIKARIS Gallery - 7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth, 75003 Paris, France - www.afikaris.com



AFIKARIS GALLERY

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About AFIKARIS Gallery:

Formed in 2018 with the mission to promote artists from Africa and its diaspora, AFIKARIS settled down 
in 2020 at 38 rue Quincampoix, situated next to Centre Pompidou. The gallery is opening a new space 
in Paris at 7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth. The gallery showcases works by artists from Africa and its 
diaspora and mainly aims to provide their works with international visibility through exhibitions, art fairs 
and through collaborations with cultural institutions. 
 
The gallery aims to be a place for exchange and dialogue, engaging in conversation with the 
public. AFIKARIS gives voices to its artists on topical issues as well as subjects at the heart of their art. 
It is also a space for reflection about the African contemporary art scene. The gallery highlights both 
emerging and well renowned talents.

The exhibitions underline the synergies existing within the works of the different artists on common 
themes, whilst echoing modern day issues. This emphasises the multiplicity of the points of view and 
confronts them. The gallery mainly proposes duo and solo shows to leave room for artists to express 
themselves. Duo shows initiate a dialogue between two visions of a subject, whilst solo shows are a 
real carte blanche given to the artist featured.  

PRESS CONTACT :

Michaëla Hadji-Minaglou | Gallery Manager | michaela@afikaris.com

AFIKARIS Gallery 
38 rue Quincampoix, 75004 Paris, France l 7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth, 75003 Paris, France

Ongoing exhibitions:
As I Reflected | Emma Odumade’s solo show 
AFIKARIS Gallery l 7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth, 75003 Paris, France 
Until November 5th, 2022 

Le monde cherche un futur l Ousmane Niang’s solo show 
AFIKARIS Gallery | 38 rue Quincampoix, 75004 Paris, France 
Until October 15th, 2022

Upcoming shows:
Une odyssée de l’espace l Hyacinthe Ouattara’s solo show
AFIKARIS Gallery | 38 rue Quincampoix, 75004 Paris 
From October 22nd to November 26th, 2022

ART FAIRS 
AKAA, Paris, France 
Moustapha Baidi Oumarou - Matthew Eguavoen - Jean David Nkot - Hyacinthe Ouattara

Art X Lagos, Lagos, Nigeria 
Matthew Eguavoen, Ousmane Niang, Jean David Nkot, Emma Odumade

www.afikaris.com
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SOCIAL GAME, 2022
Pastel, acrylic, posca and collage on canvas
170x170 cm / 67x67 in
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

SALIFOU LINDOU

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Salifou Lindou:

Salifou Lindou (b. 1965, Foumban, Cameroon) is a multidisciplinary artist who works and lives in Douala. 
A self-taught artist, Salifou Lindou is part of the former generations of artists in Cameroon who now teach 
the new generation.

If Salifou Lindou deals with topical issues, he always illustrates the passion and desire to live in opposition 
to the vulnerability of the body. Internal as well as external fights, stirring the society, arise under his 
pastels. On the paper as well as on the canvas, Salifou Lindou explores the complexity of human beings 
through scenes of daily life, fed with references to legends and classics, whilst within modern painting.

While Lindou celebrated last year the 30th anniversary of his career, his participation in the 1-54 London 
art fair in 2020, truly marked his recognition on the international art scene. Since then, his work has been 
featured in numerous international fairs such as Art Paris (Paris); 1-54 New York (New York); ARCO 
Madrid (Madrid); Art Paris (Paris). It has also been featured in exhibitions in institutions including the 
National Museum of Yaounde (Yaounde); Institut des Cultures de l’Islam (Paris); Art Hub Copenhagen 
(Copenhagen) and represented Cameroon at the last Venise Biennale (2022).

AFIKARIS Gallery - 7 rue Notre-Dame-de-Nazareth, 75003 Paris, France - www.afikaris.com



OMAR MAHFOUDI

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Omar Mahfoudi:

Omar Mahfoudi (b.1981, Tangier, Morocco) is a multidisciplinary artist who works and lives in Paris. His 
art is guided by the poetry of his memories, and gives birth to a phantasmagorical imagery filled with 
lonely enigmatic beings.

Mainly working with acrylic and ink, he plays with the movement of the matter created on the surface 
of the canvas. It is in a constant oscillation between past and present, memory and fantasy, that Omar 
Mahfoudi’s work presents itself as an absence of obstacles to dreaming. Over the last three years, Omar 
have looked at the world from a political and humanistic point of view and this was the reason for less 
and less figurative work. Indeed, his work on emptiness has led Omar to consider much more abstract 
elements. Omar Mahfoudi plays with presence and absence. Emptiness fills his works with a mystery, 
alongside a form of existential solitude. 

Omar Mahfoudi’s work has been featured in numerous international fairs such as AKAA (Paris, France); 
1-54 London (London, UK); artgenève (Geneva, Switzerland); Art Cologne (Cologne, Germany); and 
ARCO (Madrid, Spain). The new body of works on display at 1-54 London, paves the way for Mahfoudi’s 
solo show at AFIKARIS Gallery in December, in which he will engage a dialogue between lonely characters 
and Nature through fantasized stories. 

LE TOUAREG, 2022  
Ink on paper
60x42 cm / 24x17 in
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

LE BAIGNEUR BLEU, 2022  
Liquid acrylic on canvas
140x140 cm / 55x55 in 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery
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OZIOMA ONUZULIKE
NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Ozioma Onuzulike:

Ozioma Onuzulike (b.1972, Achi, Nigeria) is a ceramics artist and poet. He graduated first class from 
the department of Fine and Applied Arts at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, where he is currently a 
professor of ceramic art and African art and design history.

Centered around the aesthetical, symbolical and metaphorical nature of clay (his basic material) and 
the clay-working processes, his work gives life to large tapestries. While working with African natural 
resources, his works are assembled from ceramic elements he crafts one by one by hand. Onuzulike 
transforms the clays through several firing circles as a metaphor for socio-environmental turmoil. The 
items of personal adornment and protection that arise from this long process, embody his idea of personal 
and environmental securities as lying primarily with our individual actions and choices. 

The artist’s first solo exhibition, Seed Yams of Our Land, was held at the Centre for Contemporary Art 
(CCA), Lagos, Nigeria, in 2019, along with a presentation of his poetry collection of the same title, also 
published by the CCA. Onuzulike’s works were included in the Entanglements: Colonial Collections in 
Decolonial Times exhibition that was recently concluded at the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, 
Cambridge. His work has also been featured in international art fairs such as The Armory Show in New 
York and 1-54 London. His presentation at 1-54 london with AFIKARIS Gallery announces the debuts of 
their collaboration and prepares the solo show of the artist at the Parisian space of the gallery in 2023.

AGEING PLAID SKIRT WITH WAIST GATHER, 
2022  
Stoneware clays, ash glaze, engobe and 
aluminium wires
178x163x9 cm / 70x64x3 in

Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

SOCIETY LADY’S GOLDEN LACE WITH STEPPED 
DESIGN, 2022  
Stoneware Clay, Ash Glazes, Recycled glass and 
repurposed copper wires, ceramic palm kernel shell 
beads
193x173x10 cm / 73x68x3 in 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery
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