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Jean David Nkot, www.joueurs@deludo.com, 2020. 200 x 250 cm. Acrylic and silkscreen printing on canvas. Courtesy of AFIKARIS.

MOUSTAPHA BAIDI OUMAROU - MATTHEW EGUAVOEN - SALIFOU LINDOU  
OMAR MAHFOUDI - JEAN DAVID NKOT



ON THE OCCASION OF THE 1-54 PARIS ART 
FAIR AND IN THE CONTINUITY OF ITS 
PARTICIPATION IN THE LONDON,  
MARRAKECH, AND NEW YORK EDITIONS, 
PARIS-BASED AFIKARIS GALLERY UNVEILS 
WORKS BY BOTH ESTABLISHED AND 
EMERGING ARTISTS FROM THE AFRICAN 
CONTEMPORARY ART SCENE. THE BOOTH 
BEARS WITNESS TO THE RENEWAL OF THE 
PORTRAITURE TRADITION.

Thus, artworks by Salifou Lindou (b. 1965, 
Cameroon) and Jean David Nkot (b. 1989, 
Cameroon) unfold through Christie’s space 
alongside inks on paper by Omar Mahfoudi  
(b. 1981, Morocco), colorful paintings by 
Moustapha Baidi Oumarou (b. 1997, Cameroon) 
and realistic portraits by Matthew Eguavoen  
(b. 1988, Nigeria).

Through his anonymized portraits, Moustapha  
Baidi Oumarou conveys a message of joy,  
fraternity, and conviviality. He starts from his 
observations of contemporary society to  
compose an ideal world with his most beautiful 
color palette. 

The portraits by Matthew Eguavoen reflect his 
thoughts on the society in which he lives, 
specifically through a reflection on family, 
immigration, and the consequences of  
colonialism.He gives an overview of political  
and social issues and mainly focuses on  
humans. His characters embody contemporary  
life, settling down in a familiar environment. 

A major artist of the Cameroonian art scene, Lindou 
was and still is, a mentor for the next generations of 
artists. In tune with the world and inspired by his 
surroundings, he feeds his art with scenes from 
daily life.

Omar Mahfoudi proposes a series of floral and 
melancholic portraits. There is a call to nature 
emerging from the paper. A call to come back to the 
origin of the world, to rethink the universe facing its 
instability. Behind his work, an ecological 
consciousness arises. He initiates, throughout, the 
idea to side with nature.

Whilst Jean David Nkot focussed on the sorrow of 
his characters, it is time for them to be redeemed. 
He now frees his portraits from the weight of their 
history and emphasises their struggle, rather than 
their pain. He is interested in the moments of joy 
and captures the smiles behind the suffering. 

Through this presentation, AFIKARIS Gallery 
testifies to its will to create long-standing links with 
its artists as well as discover newcomers.
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MOUSTAPHA BAIDI OUMAROU

MOI ET MA REUSS, 2021
150x100 cm 
Acrylic and pen on canvas 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

ON SE RETROUVE, 2021
140x130 cm 
Acrylic and pen on canvas 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Moustapha Baidi Oumarou:

Moustapha Baidi Oumarou (b. 1997, Maroua, Cameroon) is a multidisciplinary artist who works and 
lives in Maroua. A self-taught artist, Moustapha Baidi Oumarou describes himself as a “conscious and 
humanist painter.” This humanism shows through his paintings and drawings, in an attempt to relay 
what the forgotten and most vulnerable cannot express with words.

Most often laying out monochrome backgrounds and human shapes adorned with flowers, his color-
ful canvases, made in acrylic, translate the good within each of us. Naturally, his delicate and subtle 
outlines, immersed in a lush nature, evoke a moment of sharing, conviviality, or even introspection. By 
anonymizing his characters, his nameless yet deeply human shapes suggest a universal message of 
peace and humanity.

Moustapha Baidi Oumarou’s work has been featured in numerous international fairs such as Art Paris 
(Paris); 1- 54 London (London); Investec Cape Town (Cape Town); and AKAA (Paris). 



WITH ALL THE MONEY, 2022
130 x 100 cm 
Acrylique et huile sur toile 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

MATTHEW EGUAVOEN

NOW THAT WE ARE HERE, 2022
130 x 100 cm 
Acrylique et huile sur toile 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Matthew Eguavoen:

Matthew Eguavoen (b. 1988, Edo State, Nigeria) is a painter who works and lives in Lagos. A self-
taught artist, Eguavoen is part of the Black Vanguard movement, this figuration that claims its origins 
and culture; influenced by the fashion industry.

Eguavoen’s portraits reflect his gaze on the society in which he evolves, specifically through a reflection 
on family, immigration, and consequences of the colonial past. He gives an overview of social and politi-
cal issues and mainly focuses on humans.

Matthew Eguavoen’s work has been featured in different international art fairs such as Investec Cape 
Town art fair (Cape Town) and artgenève (Geneva). His work will be showcased at 1-54 Paris (7 — 10 
April) and 1-54 New York (19 — 22 May).

Eguavoen’s works are showcased at AFIKARIS Gallery in parallel of 1-54 Paris. 



LES FLEURISTES DE L’ATLAS 1, 2021
40 x 30 cm 
Encre sur papier 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

OMAR MAHFOUDI

LES FLEURISTES DE L’ATLAS 3, 2021
40 x 30 cm 
Encre sur papier 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Omar Mahfoudi:

Omar Mahfoudi (b. 1981, Tangier, Morocco) is a multidisciplinary artist who works and lives in Paris. In 
his art, he reinvents and rewrites the history of human beings through emotions.
Mainly working with acrylic and ink, he plays with the movement of the matter created on the surface of 
the canvas. His oases, timeless territories bathed in a distant light and conducive to rêverie, are nou-
rished and enriched by his eclectic influences: from the Amazônia series by photographer Sebastião 
Salgado, to the prints of Katsushika Hokusai. In his most recent work, the color gold, evocative to the 
desert of his Moroccan heritage, impregnates his imagery with heat and mystery.

Omar Mahfoudi’s work has been featured in numerous international fairs such as AKAA (Paris); 1-54 
London (London); and ARCO (Madrid).



L’EXODE ET LA FAMILLE 2, 2022
107x285 cm 
Pastel on canvas 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

SALIFOU LINDOU

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Salifou Lindou:

Salifou Lindou (b. 1965, Foumban, Cameroon) is a multidisciplinary artist who works and lives in Doua-
la. A self-taught artist, Salifou Lindou is part of the former generations of artists in Cameroon who now 
teach the new generation.
If Salifou Lindou deals with topical issues, he always illustrates the passion and desire to live in oppo-
sition to the vulnerability of the body. Internal as well as external fights, stirring the society, arise under 
his pastels. On the paper as well as on the canvas, Salifou Lindou explores the complexity of human 
beings through scenes of daily life, fed with references to legends and classics, whilst within modern 
painting.`

Salifou Lindou’s work has been featured in numerous international fairs such as Art Paris (Paris); 1-54 
London (London); 1-54 New York (New York); ARCO Madrid (Madrid); Art Paris (Paris); and exhibition 
in institutions including the National Museum of Yaounde (Yaounde); Institut des Cultures de l’Islam 
(Paris); Art Hub Copenhagen (Copenhagen).



WWW.JOUEURS@DELUDO.COM, 2020
200x250 cm 
Acrylic and silkscreen printing on canvas 
Courtesy of AFIKARIS Gallery

JEAN DAVID NKOT

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Jean David Nkot:

Jean David Nkot (b. 1989, Douala, Cameroon) is a visual artist who works and lives in Douala. A gra-
duate from the Institute of Artistic Training (IFA), Mbalmayo, Cameroon (2010), he subsequently joined 
the Institute of Fine Arts, Foumban, where he obtained a degree in Drawing and Painting. In 2017, he 
took part in the Moving Frontiers post-Master’s Degree, focused on the topic of borders, organized by 
the National School of Arts, Paris- Cergy, France.

Working primarily with acrylic and posca, he continuously seeks to revisit his pictorial language and 
often experiments with other techniques, including silkscreen printing. His highly characteristic signature 
style places hyperrealist portraits over complex cartographies. A “painter of the human condition,” his 
artworks expose faces submerged by inscriptions, depicting characters both reflective of and reflected 
upon their physical and geopolitical context. Moving away from the personal identities of his subjects, 
Nkot draws attention to the embodied turmoil inhabiting them – in a manner reminiscent of Zhang Dali, 
Francis Bacon, and Jenny Saville.

Jean David Nkot’s work has been presented in key international institutions including: Institut des 
Cultures d’Islam, Paris, France; SAVVY Contemporary, Berlin, Germany; Doual’art, Douala, Cameroon; 
National Museum of Cameroon, Yaounde.


