
HUMANITARIAN AID FOR  CYCLONE-AFFECTED FAMILIES IN EAST AFRICA

The Crisis

Since March 6, Mozambique has been affected by heavy 
rains. Tropical Cyclone Idai made landfall during the night 
of March 14 near Beira City, Sofala Province, in central 
Mozambique. The cyclone brought torrential rains and 
winds to Sofala, Zambezia, Manica and Inhambane 
provinces, resulting in 150 deaths, 1,500 injured, 17,100 
people displaced and 600,000 people affected. In Malawi, 
an additional 922,900 people were affected by the cyclone, 
56 people were killed and 577 were injured. In Zimbabwe, 
98 people were killed, 217 are missing and 15,000 are 
missing. Flood waters have contaminated drinking water 
sources and have made key roads impassible, slowing the 
delivery of aid. GlobalMedic is responding.

The Response

In response to the devastation caused by Cyclone Idai, 
GlobalMedic is mobilizing our Emergency Water and RescUAV 
programs.

1.5 
MILLION 
AFFECTED Family Emergency 

Kits include a 
Point of Use Water 

Purification 
Solution

GlobalMedic will build Family Emergency Kits and ship 
them from Canada to Mozambique. Family Emergency Kits 
are designed to help families address the critical issues 
that they face in the wake of disaster. Each Family 
Emergency Kit contains a Point of Use Water Purification 
Solution, and essential hygiene items. These kits can 
provide an entire family with safe, clean drinking water and 
help to keep families clean and healthy, which can prevent 
further illness. They can also contain additional items as 
required, such as Oral Rehydration Salts, or Lucky Iron Fish  
- a small cooking tool used to reduced iron deficiency and 
anaemia.  
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Family Emergency Kit with Water 
Purification Solution and Hygiene Items



Point of Source Water Purification UnitsResUAV Program

GlobalMedic has been using innovative Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle (UAV) technology, commonly known as drones, to 
save lives since 2014. UAVs helped us respond to Typhoon 
Hagupit in 2014 in the Philippines, the 2015 earthquake in 
Nepal, the 2016 earthquake in Ecuador, the 2017 landslides 
in Colombia, the 2017 Hurricanes Irma and Maria in the 
Caribbean, and the 2018 volcano in Guatemala. Imagery 
captured by our UAVs quickly provided vital information 
allowing rescue teams to deliver aid where it was needed 
most. Through these responses, GlobalMedic has emerged 
as a leader in using UAVs in disaster settings. 

GlobalMedic will support relief operations with the 
immediate deployment of our RescUAV Team from Canada. 
Using the latest technology, RescUAV can support rescuers 
and broadcast real-time information to responders to help 
plan access and evacuation routes, identify access barriers, 
and identify immediate hazards. RescUAV can also gather 
aerial imagery to produce detailed maps that provide 
invaluable data for creating comprehensive damage 
assessments, helping communities plan the rebuilding 
process, and identifying hazards to reduce the impact of 
future disasters. These damage assessments can be used 
to help validate requests for funds to help rebuild. 

All imagery will be shared with rescue teams, local 
governments, and other humanitarian actors to increase 
the effectiveness of the response and save more lives. 

Appeal

GlobalMedic is seeking $220,000 CAD 

Budget: 

• $30,000 for deployment of RescUAV Team 
• $30,000 for deployment of Point of Source Water 

Purification Units 
• $120,000 for distribution of 3,000 Family Emergency Kits  

• Each Family Emergency Kit costs $40 
• $40,000 for logistics, trucking and distributions

Point of Source Water 
Purification Unit

Our Rapid Response Team will immediately deploy and 
operate point of source water purification units to ensure 
families have access to clean drinking water following a 
disaster. There are different sized units that will provide 
between 12 and 40 litres of clean drinking water per 
minute using a sediment, carbon and UV light filtration 
system. The units are portable and powered by either a 
small generator or a car battery. GlobalMedic donates the 
units and trains our local partners on how to use them so 
that they continue to be used after our teams leave the 
country. Units are typically used in shelters, camps and 
clinics.
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