
Germination Support  self diagnose | common issues

A successful germination should look something like this. 
Typically the taproot should appear in 24-72 hours and 

should be ½ - 1” in length when it is planted. 

Seeds won’t sprout, or crack 
but won’t form taproot

Taproot is very long, or 
small leaves are visible

Taproot grows curled, bent 
or twists irregularly

o Be Patient! Some seeds take longer than 
others to sprout. While most seeds will 
germinate in 72 hours or less, we’ve seen 
some successful seeds take a full 7 days.

o Check your water saturation. Your paper 
towel should be moist – never dry, and 
never sopping wet. If your paper is dry, 
give it a light spray with water. If your 
paper towel is dripping with excess 
water, you might be restricting necessary 
oxygen to the seed. 

o Worst case, you’ve got a dead seed. 
Don’t fret, it happens. If the seed doesn’t 
sprout after a full week, inform your seed 
supplier. Try Again. 

o No Worries! This is completely 
normal. Unfortunately not all 
taproots sprout perfectly straight. 
It is not uncommon for taproots to 
come in bent, curled or twisted. 

o Proceed as usual. When the 
taproot is ½ to 1” in length, plant it 
in the Starter Plug! 

o Be sure to handle your seed very 
gently. DO NOT try and bend or 
force the taproot straight into the 
plug. Gently lay the seed in the 
general correct direction, best you 
can. The root will naturally right 
itself as it grows into a seedling.

o If you’re taproot has grown long, 
beyond 1”, and/or showing small 
leaves, unfortunately you’ve left 
the germination process go on too 
long. Time to start again. 

o While some growers may try and 
plant these over-germinated seeds 
- proceed at your own risk, 
typically these seeds will not grow.

o The seed casing should not fall off 
until it is planted. 

o The taproot should not grow into 
the paper towel.

o Any of these signs are indicative of 
over-germination.  


