
WESTERN AUSTRALIA POOL 
BARRIER INFORMATION. 
 

The Building Regulations 2012 (the Regulations) requires all private swimming and 
spa pools that contain water that is more than 300mm deep to have a compliant 
safety barrier installed that restricts access by young children to the pool and its 
immediate surrounds. 

The requirements for safety barriers have changed over time. In Western Australia, 
there are two sets of safety barrier requirements depending on when the private 
swimming pool was installed or when plans for the installation of the pool were 
submitted to the permit authority for approval: 

• Post 1 May 2016; and 
• Pre 1 May 2016 

Generally: 

• For new private swimming pools (that is post 1 May 2016) the safety barrier 
requirements are those of the Building Code of Australia (BCA) 2016. The 
BCA references AS 1926.1:2012 (Safety barriers for swimming pools) and AS 
1926.2:2007 (Location of safety barriers for swimming pools) incorporating 
amendments 1 and 2; and 

• Existing private swimming pools (that is pre 1 May 2016) can continue to 
comply with their existing requirements under the Regulations or alternatively 
comply with the new requirements (that is the BCA). 

The Building Commission has produced the following publications to assist 
swimming pool and spa owners to understand the barrier requirements for swimming 
and spa pools: 

 

Compliant Barriers: 
There are specific requirements for a compliant barrier (including stipulations on 
spacing between segments and door/latch requirements). Some of the more general 
requisites include: 

• The barrier may be made of any materials providing they are of a durable 
nature and the components that make up the barrier, when finished, comply 
with the requirements contained within AS 1926.1-2012 and AS 1926.2-2007, 
in particular, strength and rigidity of openings. 

• Safety barriers must be permanent in nature, which means unable to be 
removed without the use of tools.  

•  All parts of a barrier must have an effective height at least 1200mm from the 
top of the barrier to the ground.  



• Where internal pool barriers are less than 1800mm in height, they must have 
compliant non-climbable zones.  

•  There must be no objects, steps, retaining walls or ground level changes 
within 500mm of the barrier that would reduce the minimum height of the 
barrier as required on that side. 

A building permit is required under the Building Act and the Regulations prior to 
installing, constructing or altering swimming and spa pool barriers, including 
windows, doors and gates that restrict access to a swimming or spa pool area. 

The local government (as the permit authority) is responsible for monitoring 
compliance with the requirements that apply to a swimming or spa pool barrier. The 
local government will receive and process building permit applications, arrange and 
conduct inspections at least once every four years and issue infringement notices for 
barriers found to be noncompliant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Requirements:  

 



 

 



 

 


