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IN THE BEGINNING IS FAMILY 
 

“It begins with your family  
 But soon it comes round to your soul”  

- Leonard Cohen,  “The Sisters of Mercy” 
 

Lunar Legacies 
 

The very first relationship begins within family. No matter what your individual fate may be, your family 
is where you forged your earliest relationships, took your beginning steps and first experienced an 
attachment to someone else. Your earliest experiences of forming an emotional bond have a decisive 
influence on your capacity to feel safe enough to explore relationships beyond the foundation stones of 
your family. If you experienced a secure attachment, then mastery over your environment as you grow 
up is a lot easier. This is because you were more aware of feeling safe and knowing you were loved. 
Human beings gain a greater sense of self, distinct from the family, in the shelter of a safe nest and with 
adequate protection. We learn to develop our individuality when we have developed a sense of 
belonging. In a perfect world the family matrix supports and secures our sense of self. Ironically, the 
deeper the sense of safety and belonging, the more capacity there is for individuality and forging 
intimate adult attachments. 
 

The Moon is in Taurus 
Your Moon is in Taurus, which is an Earth sign. When you are born with your Moon in the Element of 
Earth this suggests that you feel bonded to another only if you feel safe, comfortable and secure, 
knowing your physical needs are going to be met. In classical astrology the Moon was considered to be 
exalted in the sign of Taurus, because of its links with the rich fields, fertile valleys and luscious orchards 
of a bountiful earth. Taurus’ icon of the powerful bull also symbolises the development of the lunar 
needs, as the harnessing and domesticating of the powerful ox. Your Moon in Taurus needs to feel 
nurtured, settled and pleasured. Taurus is also the sign of the senses and the Moon placed here suggests 
that you are comforted when the senses are indulged and satisfied. In popular astrology the Moon in 
Taurus is often cited as a chocoholic. And perhaps while true, the underlying urge of Moon in Taurus is 
to feel comforted through the world of the senses, whether that is taste, touch, smell, sight or hearing.  
 
If you reflect on your childhood you may recall that you felt more attached and receptive to others 
when you were warm, fed and in comfortable surroundings. Instinctively your need for affection is also 
strong. A great defence when you needs are not met is to dig in your heels and stand your ground. As a 
child you might have done this to make your needs known. Attachment to others depends not only on 
levels of comfort and safety but also being sure that you have a firm foundation in other areas of life. 
You need to feel a solid base and that any relationship has meaning. When you are insecure, then you 
might recognise that you instinctually reach for sensual pleasure, whether that is comfort food, a 
shopping spree or a massage. You have a great eye for quality not just in merchandise but in others. 
 
With the Moon in Taurus it is important that you feel a strong sense of self-worth. Otherwise a lack of 
self-esteem can lead you to become fixated on security. In other words, you try to accumulate 
possessions or large amounts of money as a way of compensating for feeling emotionally insecure. In 
this state it is hard to let go and trust in the world outside which is coloured by your feelings of lack. 
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Your need for possessions, money and other forms of physical comfort may become insatiable and you 
may try to meet these needs in your significant relationships so that you can, then feel valued and 
accepted. The problem is that no-one can fulfil all of your needs and you need to be careful that you are 
not alienating your loved one, leaving your partner feeling that whatever they might do for you is not 
enough. Building self-esteem is necessary to break the cycle of needing your friends and partners to 
nurture your insecurities.  
 
In adult relationships you have learned that your best pace is to take your time. You need quality, not 
quantity, and seek out others who help you feel secure in your self and can provide you with the quality 
and security you need. Emotionally you are down to earth although sometimes you have been known to 
charge like a bull. Hopefully this is rare and for a good reason. Your manner is more placid, mellow and 
reliable when you have learned to trust and take your time rather than rushing into things. When you 
are in a rush, especially in relationship,, then it is best to stop and reflect on your motivations. Because 
you are more drawn to what you can see or touch, you are often suspicious of fantasy and idealism. In 
relationship you need stability, straight forwardness, a sense of moral and ethical value as well as 
meaning. You feel nourished when your physical needs and spiritual values are encouraged and 
supported.  
 
When the Sun is forming an astrological aspect to the Moon, your parental relationship is emphasized. 
The Sun personifies your father while the Moon personifies your mother. The contrast between activity 
and passivity, doing and being, masculine and feminine is highlighted. It is likely that you learnt to bond 
and feel safe through being identified and mirrored by others in the family. Hearing the applause of your 
achievements and feeling supported in your development and identity instilled a sense of confidence 
and achievement. When this sense of support is missing or your parent has sought their own reflection 
through you,, then your confidence may be at risk unless you are identifying with others or echoing their 
needs. 
 
Astronomically you were born within 24 hours of the New Moon when the Moon is invisible, having lost 
her reflective ability by being so close to the Sun. Astrologically the planets are aligned; however, not 
necessarily allied psychologically, bringing stress into their relationship. This stress may actually be part 
of your experience of your parent’s relationship. The conjunction is highly subjective and often 
internalised, suggesting you might feel the conflict between what you need and what you want, or what 
you want to do and what you feel, but are uncertain how to act. You are likely to undergo a lifelong 
learning curve of how to juggle both energies simultaneously. In adult relationships this could imply 
feeling confused between trying to identify what others want and your own needs. 
 
When you are born near the New Moon this suggests that it may be difficult for you to discern what you 
need. A child learns to bond and feel safe through being identified and mirrored by others in the family. 
With the Sun and Moon so close together it is not an easy task to be objective emotionally. You may 
instinctively identify other’s moods and feelings as your own. Hopefully your parents supported your 
development and identity through instilling a sense of confidence and achievement through active 
encouragement and applause. Without an active participation in helping establish a separate sense of 
self you would have been unable to fully separate from your mother and may well have been vulnerable 
to identifying her maternal moods and anxiety as yours. Like a barometer you might read the emotional 
atmosphere and unknowingly identify it as your own. In later relationships it is imperative to be 
cognisant of personalising other’s reactions and learning to be more patient and objective in reading 
responses and feelings in your environment. Your parents may have been preoccupied with their needs, 
not fully aware of yours, resulting in you feeling you lacked an identity in the system, uncertain unless 
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you were echoing the other. In later relationships it is imperative to fight off the compulsion to mirror 
others’ needs at the expense of your own. 
 
When the Sun and Moon occupy the same Zodiacal space, it suggests that your parents might also be 
aligned, unable to be easily differentiated in your experiences. In other words, you might feel left out, 
not a part of their relationship. The feeling that you were not a part of the unit may underpin earlier 
feelings of safety. In later years you might feel like you are your own unit and it takes a conscious 
attempt to feel you belong to your partner’s unit. Fate might arrange it so you are challenged to find a 
way to belong to the systems of your friends and partners. You may unconsciously identify so personally 
with other’s moods and feelings that you are no longer aware of yours. However, your kindred spirits 
will let you know when you’re taking it too personally and gently show you that what you heard is not 
what they meant. 
 
Jupiter is Conjunct The Moon 
When the planet Jupiter combines with the Moon you have a strong urge to explore beyond your family 
circle, possibly outside your culture as well. You need to feel safe on foreign soil.  
 
Within your family of origin you explore and question family members’ attitudes and beliefs. It is also 
possible than one or both of your parents were born overseas, are from a different culture or a 
multi-cultural, religious or bilingual family, or may have lived or been schooled abroad. Whether this is 
literally so in your case, psychologically this aspect’s essence stresses your cross-cultural needs. 
Religious and cultural beliefs, academic and innovative education, human values, and hope and 
optimism in the future play a large role in your security and attachment. How this was accomplished in 
the family of origin influences the degree of safety you feel in the world. In an adult context this 
suggests that you might discover the mystery of intimacy when in foreign territory. 
 
If you felt secure in a family atmosphere that prized tolerance, open-mindedness, education and 
cross-cultural experiences,, then you are likely to experience a sense of belonging as well as 
independence. Encouraged to think beyond the square and accept all cultures and religions, you could 
develop your natural capacity to explore appropriate ways to extend experience beyond the family 
circle. You mature confident in your own beliefs and have hope for the future. You are liberal, 
far-reaching and expansive. You need to be encouraged to find the foreign in the familiar, to spice up 
your meals and open the mind. 
 
If prejudice, dogma, inflexible beliefs and rigid cultural attitudes polluted your family atmosphere,, then 
the consent to form personal opinions and beliefs was compromised. This would leave you feeling 
uncertain about your own beliefs or opinions. If your ability to adventure outside the safety zone of the 
family is impaired, you might have developed a sense of entitlement which keeps you aloof from being 
involved in exploring differences. When confined by inflexible attitudes you feel unsupported in your 
vision and human values. This aspect suggests you may have been encouraged to mistrust what is 
foreign, be apprehensive of the outside world or fear the future. If your family encouraged you to hang 
onto its limited religious and cultural way of thinking, your hope for the future becomes compromised. 
With this combination the family values may have been short sighted. However, in an adult context it is 
imperative that belonging or intimacy is forged in a wide-open space that encourages tolerance, 
exploration and differences. 
 
Your kindred spirits will encourage your natural visions of faraway places, your excitement of foreign 
landscapes and help you dream the dream of adventure into higher realms. You intimately need to 
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explore beyond the boundaries of your home and homeland, meaning your destiny might be to take 
root on foreign soil or explore other religions, beliefs and values. Your soulmates will help you to spread 
your wings and find your sense of where you belong.  
 
Neptune is Opposite The Moon 
The combination of the Planet Neptune and the Moon suggests you are highly sensitive and receptive to 
other’s feelings and prone to picking up undercurrents and unexpressed feelings in the atmosphere. It 
also implies that you may have heightened expectations of what to expect in close relationships, 
confusing personal feelings with your urge for spirituality. This adds to the chaos of personal 
relationships, as you might be mystified with emotions or overwhelmed by feelings.  
 
The ideal of the family is important. Creativity, spirituality and a heightened sensitivity to others are 
aspects of family life that you registered as important. Emotional understanding, compassion for others 
in your family and the community at large, as well as the urge to serve others, are all a part of your 
family ethos in some way. Unspoken rules, ideals and expectations were the language of your family 
that had a great impact on your sense of safety. This meant that you read subtitles early and tried to fit 
in to unspoken expectations or live up to unexpressed ideals. Your need to bond, be close and merge is 
highlighted. as such themes of enmeshment, sacrifice, relinquishment and illness may dominate your 
family inheritance when these two entities combine.  
 
If you felt your parental bond was secure,, then you felt protected and looked after, encouraged to be 
creative and imaginative. Within a fluid and flexible family atmosphere you could feel secure without 
visible structures and limits. Was your family able to instill confidence in your improvisations and 
creativity? Are you able to feel secure with your own inner creative resourcefulness? With a positive 
bond your imagination and creativity was encouraged helping you develop a healthy relationship 
between your inner world of fantasy and your outer world of reality. Feeling understood and accepted 
allows you to locate your creative feelings in expression, not relegate them to a world of make believe.  
 
However, if family bonding was enmeshed you may feel looked over and invisible in the family unit. Your 
need to sacrifice your independence and will for the sake of the unity of the family, was an unspoken 
rule. This may have been due to an illness or tragedy in the family that demands you surrender your 
individuality to attend to the family. However, it leaves you feeling caught up in a complex that you 
cannot unravel or leave. A lack of boundary might have discouraged your development of a private or 
inner self. A parent may have been ill, weak or victimised yet uses this to wield power confusing your 
ability to be accepted and understood in your own right. If your sense of self was sacrificed for the 
family you are left feeling misunderstood and not met. You are at risk of carrying this projection into 
adult relationships, expecting either to be rescued or the one who will rescue. Being entangled in the 
family web places you at risk when leaving home, feeling compelled to stay to care for others, attend to 
the parent’s needs or remain for peacekeeping duties. With family difficulties, the danger at becoming 
psychologically stranded is increased and you could languish in a twilight zone to avoid the process of 
separation.  
 
The astrological combination suggests that you might have sacrificed personal needs for idealistic and 
universal ones. Psychologically this might lead to a loss of identity or lack of boundary in adult 
relationships. However, your kindred spirits will help you draw the line between fantasy and reality. 
Soulmates will also not expect you to give up any part of who you are to be in relationship with them. 
They accept you for who you are not, who you could be or an idealised version of your potential self. 
They encourage your innate creativity and lose themselves in the magic of relationship. You always 
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know when you are with your soulmate as you feel more connected, more present and more energised. 
Hence it is good to be aware that when you are in relationships that feel draining, confusing and chaotic 
you have fallen into the web of losing self to be accepted. Your kindred spirits want you to be your self 
not surrender to their ideologies, addictions or narcissistic tendencies. 
 
With the Moon in your 4th House your emotional security and your sense of belonging was considerably 
shaped by your family of origin. A strong link to your family develops because you need their support, 
guidance and nurturing to feel safe. Of course this is a human need, but for your need to belong and feel 
attached is highlighted by this placement in your Horoscope. With a positive attachment to your family, 
you are able to leave the nest and return on your own terms. However, if your family experience was 
fractured and unsettled,, then you have a more difficult time separating and becoming independent. 
Your ability to develop a sense of independence may have been compromised by others’ needs, your 
parent/s’ dependence upon you or undertones and moods that remained unspoken in your family.  
 
You have a sixth sense about what others need. You first experienced this in your family. It might not be 
something that you are conscious of, but you innately respond to what is in the atmosphere, sensitive to 
emotional undertones, jarring vibrations or darkened moods. This is not an intellectual knowing; rather 
it is a gut knowing. The emotional climate in the environment is absorbed by you, often settling in the 
stomach or solar plexus. Without conscious knowledge of this pattern you might be responding to 
everyone else’s needs rather than your own, unaware of what it is that you need because of the 
unfulfilled needs of those around you. When this occurs you feel out of sorts, alone, unsupported, as if 
no one really understands. Establishing a clear sense of self when it comes to your feelings is difficult for 
you, but it is a necessity. Hopefully you have an emotionally mature mother and family to help you feel 
supported and separate enough to know what you need. But if you grew up in a volatile or dysfunctional 
environment you probably took responsibility for some of the stress, leaving you feeling insecure and 
unloved. In this environment you feel that to be loved you need to take care of others and put their 
needs first. Love becomes dependent rather than unconditional. as such it is always wise in later years 
to reflect on the extent to which you care for others at the expense of your own needs. Your tenancy to 
bond, merge, be symbiotic is great for nurturing a child, but not necessarily supportive in developing 
friendships and relationships. 
 
Home is important both literally and metaphorically as an image of belonging. Country too. as such your 
natural state suggests you love to be nestled in your home, active in the community and even may wave 
the flag on the national holiday. In a perfect world you want everyone to come to your house as you 
have a heart that opens wide to let people in. You are loyal and devoted. But big hearts also hurt big and 
over time this may have affected the way you love. In an adult context remember your task to provide 
enough emotional containment and boundaries to protect your sensitivity; be selective about who you 
invite into that private and sacred space you call home. Your home is the reflection of your inner life and 
security. When you are unsettled in your self you are unsettled in the home and many of your great life 
changes will go hand in hand with an important move.  
 
While you do not need to learn to love you do need to learn who you can love. You also need support 
and encouragement in your closely-knit circles. Remaining conscious of this helps ward off the instinct to 
care for others when there is nothing in it for you. Common sense dictates you do have to leave home at 
some point and that may be difficult emotionally and psychologically. Being habitual change does not 
come easily. But on an emotional level you will return home time and time again, recreating the habitat 
that is most familiar to you. You want to bring your friends home; you might even bring your work into 
your home. And from home to home you carry those transitional objects that have become dear to you. 
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Stuffed toys, childhood photos, greeting cards are all-important mementoes of your past. It is natural to 
collect memorabilia from your life and give it an honoured place in your home. 
 
Your kindred spirits will nurture you just as much as you nurture them. There’s nothing like dinner 
parties with your closet friends or intimate gatherings to bring it back home to you just how important 
the image of family is. Family is belonging. Whoever is in your orbit feels like family so just be more 
select about who that might be. You couldn’t choose your family but you can be choosy about those you 
share your adult life with. Making a nest is important and in your adult life home plays a major role in 
your relationships. 
 

Neptune is in the 4th House 
Like the other outer planets, Neptune describes experiences beyond the personal, and when placed in 
the 4th House it suggests that underlying the family were larger patterns, feelings and impressions that 
might have influenced your early feelings of safety and security. Enmeshment with the family or lack of 
boundaries is an issue; as such individuality and personal expression is often absorbed by the family 
need for sameness and unity. Instinctively you soak in emotional undertones and unexpressed feeling of 
the family. 
 
If your early life was idyllic,, then you might yearn to regress back to the garden of your childhood where 
everything was perfect in contrast to the confusion of adult life. The ideal of family is important to you; 
However, this might be at odds with your real experience. Your tendency to idealise a parent or a family 
situation might be your antidote to easing the pain of reality. Often behind idealisation is loss, and with 
Neptune in your 4th House you might re-imagine your family experiences to manage the pain of not 
having close connections. The loss of a parent is not necessarily literal although this is a possibility; this 
suggests the loss of emotional bonding or a missing attachment to a parent. Often there are literal 
reasons for this like illness, work, disability or separation. Sometime you may have felt the parents were 
more involved in caring for the world rather than yourself.  
 
As a result, you might have felt the need to relinquish what is important to you for the greater good of 
the family. Making concessions might be part of the family legacy; as such holding on to your 
individuality may have been difficult. Subtly, you might feel you lost your grip on what you desired and 
learned to fit into what others wanted of you. You instinctually feel other’s expectations of you and 
respond, often trying to fulfil their unexpressed desires. Personal identity and individuality is 
surrendered to the group. as such it is important to recognise that in later relationships you might be 
prone to giving up something of value to keep peace in the family you have created. Deep inside you 
know that this is not right, but feel almost helpless to change it. But changing this dynamic is your 
challenge.  
 
Underpinning the family might have been strong spiritual ideals. The way that the family expressed its 
religious attitudes, compassion and spiritual ideals has a formative impact on your beliefs and search for 
security. A pattern of sacrifice of the family or the intimacy of relationship for a higher ideal, spiritual 
goal or religious conviction might underpin the family ethos, shaping how you feel about spirituality. as 
such it is important to reflect on this and how it may interfere with formation of adult relationships. 
Alternately parental addiction, whether that be to a substance, an ideal or a belief, might have left you 
feeling unattended. Outer planets located in the depth of the 4th House suggest that some of the 
imprints of your ancestral or family experiences may be addressed in your adult years as you forge 
relationships and consider your family of choice. Since Neptune makes its first square in its cycle around 
age 41, the early 40’s are often coloured with these earlier issues. The childhood pattern that may 
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reappear is your instinct to sacrifice your needs for others leaving you feeling misunderstood and 
invisible. Your kindred will respond to your kindness and compassion without taking advantage and 
encourage you to follow your own dreams, not other’s expectations. 
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PRIMARY RELATIONSHIPS 
 

Our Early Soulmates 
 

Siblings, Cousins, Neighbours, Playmates and School Chums  
 

“One would be in less danger 
 From the wiles of a stranger 

 If one’s own kin and kith 
 Were more fun to be with”  

- Ogden Nash 
 

3rd House Cusp is in Libra 
The Air Sign Libra on your 3rd House Cusp suggests that romance, fairness, harmony and partnership are 
primary qualities of relationship that are important to you and experienced in some way with your 
siblings and early friends.  
 
Your quest for a partner is brought to awareness through establishing a bond with your early peers. You 
learn how to be a part of a pair early, drawn to others and keen to learn to relate and socialise. You are 
a team player and your partner possibly is your sister or brother. But partnering a sibling is never as easy 
as you might have idealised. When you are not able to get the breathing room you need, the freedom 
you crave or have your own needs and desires reciprocated, you easily lose interest in being in the 
relationship. However, you also might work against your own interests by trying to share everything, 
even when that acts against your innate need to have your own space or be independent. What you find 
most difficult sharing is any contentious or upsetting feelings, especially if you feel their vocalisation will 
harm the relationship or cast you out of favour. Perhaps this is when your relationships get entangled; 
learning to speak your mind, even when that may be seen as unfair or selfish, is your key to feeling freer 
in relationships. 
 
Libra and its planetary ruler Venus crave harmony and equality in any relationship and you strive for this 
in all your early associations. The fate of this placement is often to be a middle child or the child who is 
fated to be in the middle, negotiating solving disputes and trying to appease everyone. You are sensitive 
to the relationship nuances in the family and as such often pick up on unconscious hostilities. If your 
parent’s relationship is unhappy, then you are often drawn into pairing the parent who seems less able 
to cope. With your siblings and later your friends you might always feel in the middle, not quite able to 
be identified what team you are on. This is a pattern that you may repeat in an adult relationship, either 
feeling in the middle or trying to appease someone who is not really in relationship with you anyway. 
 
You have a social ease and skill at communicating and bringing people together. Hospitality and charm 
are qualities you aspire to develop and bring into relationships. But what you learn in your early years is 
the complexity of relationships and the need for independence. While your ideal is to patch up any 
misunderstanding or hurt feelings, you learn that relationship is a two-way street. If the other is not in 
the match,, then the match will not happen even if you are willing to accept a 60-40 split, even a 99-01; 
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it has to be 50-50. But the soul is capable of reaching beyond any differences of opinion or beliefs to 
create relationship. That is the hallmark of a true kindred spirit who engages you in relationship in 
celebration of your uniqueness and difference.  
 
The Sun is Conjunct Mercury 
When the planet Mercury makes an astrological aspect to the Sun a fusion or confusion occurs between 
the sibling, generally a brother but not necessarily, and father. This might suggest that your father was 
competitive like a sibling or that one of your siblings was paternal like a father. However, this worked 
out, your early experience was dual; learning that relationship is both companionship and responsibility. 
You were aware of the communication patterns of your father and these influenced the way you might 
express yourself. There may have been issues of favouritism. Either you may have felt overshadowed by 
a sibling or aware that your father’s attention was directed towards you. Like Hermes and Apollo, there 
may be a fraternal contest for father’s approval and recognition. Your identity may have been caught up 
in some way with a sibling, influencing your adult patterns of friendship and relationship. 
 

Venus is Conjunct Mercury 
When the planets Venus and Mercury aspect each it may point to feminine themes in your sibling 
system and depict how you were influenced by the feminine attitudes that the family displayed. These 
attitudes influenced the equality and roles of women in the family system. Your relationship as a sister 
or to your sister laid the groundwork for future relationships. Your interactions would have influenced 
your values, self-esteem, the ways you share what is important to you and your feelings of equality. In 
some way your partner and your friends are connected to your sibling. If you did not have a sister, the 
attitudes towards equal relating still underscored the family atmosphere. In adult relationships you 
might find a sister in your partner. Both friendship and love are components of your adult relationships 
and you are probably one who states ‘my partner is my best friend’.  
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KINDRED SPIRITS 
 

Friends, Acquaintances and Colleagues  
 

“Friendship is a single soul dwelling in two bodies.”  
- Aristotle 

 

11th House Cusp is in Gemini 
The 11th House represents your community, the groups you encounter and belong to outside the 
family: groups that you belong to because of your interests, your passions and your professional 
affiliations. In this House are kin, not bound by blood, but by a similar spirit of interest. Eleventh House 
experiences include your first class photo, your circle of friends, Girl Guides and Boy Scout experiences, 
the school council; groups where you were part of the community without other family members. This 
House also describes your friends and kindred spirits who share your hopes and wishes and contribute 
to making your world the ideal place to live in.  
 
With Gemini on the Cusp of the 11th House, communication and conversation, sharing ideas, learning, 
exploring and daily contact with friends and kindred spirits is vital for you. But you may have shared and 
still share your social experiences with your siblings; they may have been your companions, part of your 
circle of friends and part of your communal life. Your sibling might be your guide to a new world of 
interests, away from the family. Separation from your siblings may have been difficult because of the 
spirited connection your share. This may only be realised through a physical separation, such as 
attending a different school, etc. This could become a pattern in adult groups, where differentiation 
from the other members is difficult since you might identify yourself as one of the group, not an 
individual separate from the group. But Gemini on the eleventh suggests that you will find your 
separateness through your participation in the larger community. 
 
You are likely to approach your friendships and colleagues based on the patterns from your early 
relationships. Friends are brothers and sisters, unconsciously recreating patterns of behaviour. 
Sometimes you may nickname a friend ‘Brother John’, or use expressions such as ‘she is like a sister to 
me’. You may feel the close bonds with friends that you were not able to feel with your literal brothers 
and sisters. Friends become your substitutes for the lost, missing or idealised sibling. Since the 11th 
House is also a House of relationship, you are susceptible to recreating unfinished sibling business with 
your friends, colleagues and housemates. However, while Gemini on the 11th House suggests that you 
may encounter these incomplete sibling issues in the organisations and groups you join, it also suggests 
that these groups are healing agents for past experiences. Be aware of the potentiality to recreate your 
ordinal position in groups and organisations; for instance, taking the elder or younger position.  
 
Many community programs recognise the universality of the close bond underlying the sibling 
relationship. Organisations that use volunteers to help the disenfranchised and underprivileged often 
model their names on the sibling bond, for example ‘Big Brothers’, ‘Brothers and Sisters’. This position 
suggests you have a variety of friends and acquaintances and are natural at community participation. 
Naturally social you are able to engage with others in your social circles in a friendly, open manner 
creating a wide network of friends and allies. Your kindred spirits share your love of interaction, 
conversation and curiosity about life. 
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SOUL AND RELATIONSHIP 
 

Intimate Friends and Committed Partners 
 

“Love consists in this ... that two solitudes protect and touch and greet each other.”  
- Maria Rilke Rainer 

 

7th House Cusp is in Aquarius 
Astronomically your 7th House begins on the western point of the horizon. Astrologically this is the 
sector of the Zodiac that was setting when you were born. This Zodiacal location is exactly opposite your 
Ascendant or Rising Sign. Your Rising Sign depicts your personality and independent outreach into life. 
Your descending Sign or Descendant, as it is known, represents “others”. as such the 
Ascendant-Descendant axis becomes vital in any relationship analysis. It describes the intimate dance 
between yourself and your partner.  
 
Your Ascendant is Leo; as such the Air Sign Aquarius is on your 7th House Cusp. 
 
The Air trinity includes Gemini, Libra and Aquarius. This triumvirate of signs is compatible, at least 
theoretically, with relationship. It is natural for Air Sign people to want to share ideas and experiences. 
The Element of Air is constantly seeking its other half through the process of relating. However, Air 
seeks a multiplicity of experiences and may share its ideas and experiences in many differing 
relationships, being indiscriminate about privacy and containment. Relationships may be an arena of 
curiosity, and often at the beginning of the getting-to-know-you phase Air’s inquiring and interactive 
manner is mistaken for a deeper emotional or more intimate interest. 
 
Like all elements, Air needs relationship. It is comfortable with the issues of equality, sharing and the 
theory of relatedness but has difficulty in the sphere of intimacy and emotional constancy. It is natural 
for you to experiment with a range of possibilities in a relationship in order to satisfy your curiosity and 
inquisitive urges. You need independence and freedom in your relationships, along with a great amount 
of space, emotionally, physically and psychologically. Without enough space you will feel stifled and 
unable to breathe, increasing your levels of anxiety. If relationships are too stifling, your urge to 
separate is triggered. Your need to experiment with relationship is necessary before an authentic 
commitment to a relationship can be given. Friendships, colleagues, and acquaintances are all important 
to you as you highly regard others. But where you may become confused is the subtle differences 
between friends and lovers. What you might be seeking is a friendship, but are you sure this is what the 
other person wants? 
 
What you are first attracted to in others is their independence, their humanitarian spirit, their 
intellectual curiosity, their uniqueness and the way they don’t seem to care what others think of them. 
You admire the way they refuse to be diagnosed or pigeon holed. While you may attract these qualities 
in your quest for equal relationship, you will also attract the shadow of these qualities. The 
independent, unusual intellect you admire may actually be lucid and brilliant but lacking connection. The 
rebel may turn out to be reckless and what was once inventive and experimental may be a bit too 
cutting edge for your liking. But through light and shadow Aquarius on the 7th draws you into 
relationships that help you explore your individuality and independence in context of another person. 
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Your relationships are healing by nature and through a close friend or loving partner you come to feel 
better about past relationships. But your great lesson is learning how to claim your own space in the 
relationship, not by pushing them away or simply cutting off, but by claiming that space in your own 
right. Your sense of belonging and originality are explored in relationships. 
 
Qualities you admire and are attracted to in others include openness, friendship, inquisitiveness and 
independence. And it is these very qualities that a partner helps you find in yourself. So don’t be 
surprised when your kindred spirits have their Sun or Moon in Aquarius or are freedom fighters and 
humanitarians. 
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PLEASURE, PASSION AND LOVE 
 

The Joys of Venus and Mars 
 

“There is only a single magic, a single power, a single salvation and a single happiness, and that is called 
loving.”  

- Herman Hesse 
 

Venus is in Aries 
White Knight looking for Damsel in Distress Imagine this advertisement in the personal column of your 
local paper. On a lighter note there may be some truth in this for you, as you are chivalrous and also 
known to dash off looking for a cause or a person to champion. as such you are a great friend in times of 
need, but might need to learn to hold back a bit until you are invited into the courtyard. 
 
You value independence and freedom and as such you seek this in your relationships. You want to share 
in the adventure of life holding tightly onto the flame of idealism, hope and romanticism. Your spirit of 
being positive and meeting life challenges is attractive and makes life with you exciting. But what 
happens when the flame flickers or worse still dies? How do you handle the darker sides of relationship? 
Well this is part of your learning curve. You deal much better with beginnings than you do with endings. 
 
When you are attracted to someone you can be direct and out front which is enormously refreshing. 
You take others on face value, as you believe what you see is what you get. While you’ve learnt that this 
axiom is a bit naïve, you still enter your relationships with enthusiasm and gusto because that’s what 
you value. You want a relationship that’s alive and cutting-edge, and so your kindred spirits are 
co-adventurers and share your enthusiasm for exploration.  
 
Passion, yes you know that feeling. When you are attracted to some one you heat up. And when they 
return your attention you are intensely focused on them and wildly romantic. However, when they turn 
away, you bristle with anger. You’re passionate and emotional and so where there’s passion there too is 
anger. Mars rules the sign of Aries so how you express these passions is in that planet’s domain. It’s 
natural for you to wear your heart on your sleeve, so why curb your enthusiasm when you feel close and 
connected. Perhaps it’s wiser to recognise not everyone will respond to this. Those who love you love 
your brash and infectious nature.  
 
Mars is in Virgo 
How you assert yourself in your relationships and take the courage to be your own person is the domain 
of the Planet Mars. In earthy Sign of Virgo you may find that you are circumspect and discriminating 
about where you focus your energy. Before you exert yourself you analyse the situation, a trait that is 
natural to you. Being so prepared you can be shrewd and critical which serves you well in your everyday 
life of work and well being. But perhaps these qualities are not as effective in terms of personal 
relationship. Unfortunately people aren’t as methodical, rational or organised as you had expected, 
which is bit of a disappointment. The good news is that there is lots of room for improvement and that’s 
where you come in. 
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Given a challenge to fix what’s not working, edit the manuscript, analyse the problem or challenge the 
hypothesis,, then you are the person to call. as such it’s important that you work on your relationship, 
not your partner. You desire to feel that your close encounters are improving with age and that they fit 
in with the scheme of your life. You do have a tendency to make sure everything fits into your schedule 
and your well thought through plans. Unfortunately relationships tend to be a bit more chaotic than you 
might be prepared for. 
 
Having such a strong reserve you tend to be focused on your work, well being and lifestyle enjoying the 
routines that you have created. You are stimulated when a kindred spirit shares a similar health regime, 
work routine or lifestyle and long to share the day-to-day with intimate others. Even though you may 
not physically occupy the same space during the day, at the end of the working day you want to share 
the highs and lows of your day with someone who listens and understands. You have a drive for 
perfection and are quite comfortable on your own. But in reality you have been rehearsing for 
relationship for a long time. You bring coherence and healing into your close encounters and you desire 
to have someone share in the daily domestics of life. 
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CROSSING PATHS 
 

Close Encounters with Kindred Spirits  
 

“Lovers don’t finally meet somewhere. They’re in each other all along.”  
- Rumi 

 

The North Node is in the 11th House 
Author C.S. Lewis knew a kindred spirit when he was stirred to cry out “What! You too! I thought I was 
the only one”. It is that wonderful sense of being alive when you realise someone else shares the same 
passions and spirit of inquiry. Aristotle suggested that friendship was “a soul dwelling in two bodies’; the 
same spirit that gave life to the soul infused both individuals and drew them together. Picture, if you 
like, two people meeting at an environmental conference. Both are passionate advocates of 
environmentalism and green politics, their paths crossed while being completely absorbed and 
passionate about their concerns for the ecosystem. There’s no other way they could have met, as they 
are from completely different backgrounds and walks of life. Both are strong individuals and quite 
independent. But their paths converged and they found one other. They seem to have strong opinions 
which are not always compatible, yet somehow they always manage to find the spirit of cooperation. 
This story illustrates the type of destiny that could befall you, whether it is a conference, class, club or 
perhaps even a computer network. Your North Node in the 11th House points towards the community, 
democracy, group efforts, and when you align yourself in this direction, you find your kindred spirits. 
You are likely to meet your soulmates in the communities and organisations that represent your 
passions and your concerns. Have you? 
 
With this placement you may find yourself on committees, chairing meetings, developing policies, 
hosting meetings. It’s not the organising that draws you but the shared spirit and mutual concerns of the 
others in the group, perhaps even the social life. Your South Node occupies the 5th house of your birth 
chart, which suggests that you may be more comfortable being personally involved with your own 
creativity, playing or working on your own. However, your invitation is to become more aligned with 
community concerns and bring your creative spirit and enthusiasm into the group. Once you do your 
creativity comes alive in a new way and you are encircled by kindred spirits. Your path leads towards the 
sphere of being involved in group projects and undertakings; as such you must strive to integrate your 
originality with the group philosophy. Ironically, while you are passionate about your own ideas and 
beliefs, your path takes you into the political arena where the voice of the people and the community 
need to be heard and supported.  
 
It is valuable to know that you will be well received and admired by others in society when you heed the 
call to become involved in organisations and group efforts. Turning the spotlight away from your own 
need for acknowledgement and applause to follow your strong humanitarian impulses will benefit you 
and your social life. You need to be involved in a cooperative to exchange ideas and information and 
bring your unique enterprise into public domain. Your creative talent is both exclusive and original, as 
such you find your colleagues and soulmates through like-minded associations, which are often marginal 
or out of the mainstream. It may be through your participation in communal action that you find a 
greater purpose and direction, as well as your life path and partner. No doubt others will acknowledge 
your social role; as such it is important to consider others’ invitations to speak publicly about your 
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creativity, join the executive of the society or represent the group in some way. When you do you find 
your tribe. Every actor needs a stage and a co-star. You find yours when you congregate with others who 
share your point of view. 
 
 


