
 
 

 
 

 
Marilyn’s Gift Time Line 
 
2014-2015:  Cheryl Gossman frequently travels between Seattle and Washington DC to help 
take care of her mother who has cancer.  The idea for what becomes Marilyn’s Gift begins on 
one of the long flights. She wants a way to maintain a sense of connection that goes beyond the 
phone, text or emails.  Cheryl’s mother passes away in October of 2015. 
 
2015-2018: The idea stays with Cheryl while she is busy taking care of her family in Seattle and 
staying connected with her siblings on the East Coast.  She talks with other mothers about the 
idea as they try to juggle sick parents and immediate family needs.  
 
February 2019: With the last child off at college, Cheryl incorporates Marilyn’s Gift and asks 
two friends to join her in the start-up.  
 
February – August 2019: Cheryl and her friends do market research, develop a business plan, 
identify where to source product and packaging, establish a website and plan for the first four 
boxes. 
 
September 2019:  Marilyn’s Gift inaugural quarterly Subscription box, the Kindness Box, is sent 
to the first subscribers.  It’s a big success. The box recipients love the products, the packaging 
and feel great about being remembered. The senders are delighted because it was so well 
received.   
 
November 2019: Marilyn’s Gift launches a non-subscription Birthday Box, the first of many 
single purchase specialty gift boxes. It is filled with items to make celebrating a birthday joyful 
and memorable.  The big hit is the birthday hat that everyone loves wearing. 
 
November 2019: A launch party is held in Seattle to a group eager to learn more about 
Marilyn’s Gift.  Everyone is excited about the product and the boxes. 
 
December 2019: The second quarterly subscription box for Marilyn’ Gift, the Holiday Box, is 
delivered to rave reviews once again.  
 



January 2020: Additional launch parties are held in Northern Virginia to introduce Marilyn’s Gift 
to a broader market. People at the parties love the product and buy both subscriptions as well 
as specialty gift boxes. 
 
February 2020: Marilyn’s Gift offers the Valentine’s Day box, the second release under specialty 
gift boxes.  It’s the perfect non-romantic Valentine to send. Once again, people receiving it love 
it and feel special, not forgotten. 
 
March 2020: The third quarterly subscription box, the Refresher Box, is delivered to 
subscribers.  
 
May 2020: Marilyn’s Gift introduces three new non-subscription Wellness and Caring boxes 
designed to help someone dealing  with a health concern receive some comfort and cheer. 
Given the pandemic, it’s a way to stay connected when we can’t be with our loved ones and 
friends. Special thought is given to health and safety issues, so hand sanitizers and specialty 
lotions are offered.   
 
June 2020: The fourth quarterly box, the Sunshine Box, is sent. It is one of our most popular 
boxes as it is a sunny and bright pick-me-up after three months of social distancing under the 
pandemic.  
 
September 2020: Our one-year anniversary. In our September Subscription box, the Pampering 
Box, decadent, handmade chocolates from one of the best artisan chocolatiers in the Pacific 
Northwest are included to help our giftees celebrate with us.  
 
Future: More exciting Marilyn’s Gift boxes to send to loved ones.  
 
 
Contact:  
Cheryl Gossman, Founder & CEO 
cheryl@marilyns.gift 
206-920-3110 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


