
Country
welcomes a chic update that honours its heritage, transforming 

                   it into a fitting home for a family with rural origins.
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A gracious city terraceMANNER
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This page A recycled clay chandelier made 
to order from The Design Hunter, Charing 
Cross, reigns over the ‘Dritto’ dining table 
by Piero Lissoni and Salvatori from Boffi 

Studio with Arne Jacobsen ‘Series 7’ chairs 
from Corporate Culture. On the left of the 

fireplace is an artwork by Ian McEwan 
(top) and a painting by Annie Herron 

(below). Antlers are from 1803 Artisan Deer 
Design. Opposite page The generous hallway 

entrance of ‘Mimosa’ features a recycled 
timber mirror inherited from the first house 

the Hanans restored in this area of 
Paddington, and a chandelier that came 

with the house and was restored by Edwards 
Chandelierium. The two paintings are by 
Peter Boggs from Barry Stern Galleries. 



 O wner and creative director of 1803 Artisan Deer Design, Penny Hanan and husband 
Campbell have injected a large dose of sophisticated country style into ‘Mimosa’,  
a gracious four-storey terrace in Paddington, where many of Sydney’s most imposing 
Victorian-era homes are located. They have created a tranquil and welcoming space 
for their daughters, extended family, friends and neighbours. “This is a special 

Australian terrace – one of the six grand old terraces of Paddington,” Penny says. “We felt a 
responsibility to nurture its heritage while creating a contemporary home for an evolving family. We 
wanted to bring in light and make it a welcoming place for people of all ages. We enjoy having people 
visit. It is in an amazing location, with a 6.5-metre frontage in a densely populated part of Sydney.”

Penny was raised in Orange on the Central Western slopes of NSW, where her family has had  
a deer farm for more than 30 years. Her brother, Tim Hansen, farms venison under the moniker 
Mandagery Creek and supplies many of Australia’s leading restaurants. A strong believer in creative 
collaborations, Penny launched 1803, which uses by-products of the family enterprise to craft 
stunning homewares and accessories, including bone-handled knives, antlers, throws and bags. She 
has sourced a team of artisans  to work with her – including Tony Scott, a tanner in South Australia, 
Tom Hounslow, a bladesmith in the Huon Valley of Tasmania, and renowned textile designer Julie 
Paterson, whose company, ClothFabric, is located in the Blue Mountains west of Sydney. Penny has 
a studio at the rear of the property and her elegant designs are evident throughout her home.

For people born and raised in the country and who love open spaces, the couple have fully 
embraced city living. This is the third property they have renovated in the same part of Paddington.



These pages At the right of the  
mantel is a work by Graeme Drendel. 
The Great Disruption by James King 

from Becker Minty sits on the fireplace 
mantel next to a West African carved 
head from Macleay on Manning and a 
Kelly Wearstler sculpture from Becker 
Minty. Floors from Salvage were milled 

and hand-finished in Belgium. The 
Portuguese render was meant to be 

painted over but the owners loved how 
the light bounced off the surface  

so they left it as is.
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“I love living with light and trees. One of the 
      highlights of the renovation occurred when 
rendering the downstairs walls.
               We saw light flooding onto the render 
    and quickly decided not to paint over it.”
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This page The kitchen and stools are 
from Boffi. The Domain After a Storm by 
Robert Malherbe sits above the bench 

and next to a bronze champagne 
bucket from Zuster. Knitted neoprene 

bowl from Macleay on Manning. 
Opposite page Underwood by Felix 

Forest sits on the sitting-room mantel 
with an Indonesian fossilised wood 

sculpture on a metal base, both from 
Becker Minty. Votive from Elements I 
Love. ‘Tinker’ stool from MCM House. 

Hair-on hide cushions from 1803 Artisan 
Deer Design. ‘Lektor’ floor lamp by 

Niclas Hoflin from Fred. 
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“We were drawn to the convenience of the inner city when the girls were young and Campbell 
was working lengthy hours in the city,” Penny says. “We found a welcoming community. We are 
close to everything. The football stadium is across the road and Centennial Park is minutes away.” 

With her love of collaboration, it’s no surprise that Penny chose two creative sounding boards – 
Annie Wilkes of Annie Wilkes Design and Edwina Withers of Boffi Studio – when they set about 
renovating the terrace. “Annie understands how space works better than anyone I know,” Penny says. 
“She created a wonderful courtyard garden of river birch, which now has its own ecosystem and is an 
amazing feature. We had worked with Annie on our previous renovation, so she was my first choice 
for this project. Not only do I respect and admire her knowledge of outdoor spaces, she is skilled in 
the use of space and choosing pieces for interiors. Edwina Withers is a friend, who – by happy 
coincidence – works for Boffi, a brand with an aesthetic I love, so together we chose the perfect 
kitchen for the space. We installed a Boffi powder room and brought in a fabulous dining table.” 

The Hanans bought the terrace in 2011 and renovated it in two stages. An integral part of 
achieving the optimal use of space and introducing much-needed light was getting the rear area 
right. Marsh Cashman Koolloos worked out a solution, which includes an accessible atrium that 
provides an easy transition between old and new. “Another aspect of our approach to the renovation 
was enhancing and maintaining the heritage feel with natural materials,” Penny says. “We were 
content only with stone, steel and wood. And because of my country background, I love living with 
light and trees. One of the highlights of the renovation occurred when rendering the downstairs 
walls. We saw light flooding onto the render and quickly decided not to paint over it.”

Penny says renovating an old house “really gets your blood running … The melding of the old and 
the new is very emotional.” Will they embark on more renovation collaborations in the future? “Oh 
no,” Penny says, “After three renovations in the past 10 years we are hanging up our hard-hats for  
a while to enjoy the results – but there may be one left in us should we move back to Orange!”  
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S P E E D  R E A D
» A grand old terrace in Paddington, Sydney, has been given a contemporary update that also 

honours the building’s Victorian-era origins. » The owners limited the materials used to stone, steel and 
wood to enhance the heritage feel while also creating a livable family home. » An atrium introduced 

much-needed light and acts as a transition between the old and new parts of the home. » A lush 
courtyard garden liberally planted in river birch is a tranquil space for the country-born owners.  

This page, clockwise from top left ‘Holt’ 
armchair in the master bedroom from 

MCM House, with a bag from 1803 
Artisan Deer Design. French table from 
Parterre displays a neckpiece from the 

Beijing antique market. In the guest 
room, Black and Blue II and III, both by 

Angus McDonald from Olsen Irwin, hang 
above a glass lamp by Blainey North from 

Becker Minty. ‘Jade’ stool from Zuster. 
‘Pearl Necklace’ cushion from Becker 

Minty. Suede throw in ‘Storm’ from 1803 
Artisan Deer Design. Kaldewei bath from 

Reece. Powder room vanity, basin and 
light all from Boffi Studio. Reclining Nude 

by Robert Malherbe from Olsen Irwin. 
Leather basket from Zuster.



This page On an Eagle’s Wings by 
Sophie Cape rests behind a sofa and 
coffee table from The Country Trader 

Contemporary Collection. Water 
feature from Annie Wilkes Design in 

the foreground. The atrium solution for 
the rear of the house was designed by 

Marsh Cashman Koolloos and built  
by F&D Normoyle Engineering. Annie 

Wilkes designed the courtyard garden 
of river birch. Outdoor cushions in 

Marco Meneguzzi fabric were made by 
Dean Kahler of Warwick Upholstery.

USE THE FREE VIEWA APP 
AND SCAN THIS PAGE TO 
SEE AN INTERVIEW WITH 

THE OWNER.
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