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The great thing about gardening is everyone can do it, 

no matter your space, budget or expertise. Having a few 

pots on a windowsill is gardening, planting your empty 

garden with free cuttings from a friend is gardening 

and growing your first veggie is gardening. Even the 

less green fingered amongst us can find a plant that will 

survive. 

One of the most important things about gardening is 

learning.  You learn by talking to other gardeners, by trial 

and error and by reading books, magazines and blogs. 

At Hoselink we’re passionate about gardening.  It’s at 

the foundation of our business and our aim is to make 

watering easy and enjoyable.  Not only do we want to 

make watering fuss free, we also want to help other 

gardeners by sharing our gardening knowledge.  

In this booklet you’ll find some great articles to help 

expand your gardening knowledge.

Happy gardening!
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You’re probably a bit surprised that we, a garden hose 

company, are starting with this article.  Yes we supply 

awesome garden hoses and accessories but that 

doesn’t mean you need to have the tap on 24/7!  We’re 

stating the obvious when we say this and we all know 

it.  WATER IS PRECIOUS, and for many of us, so is our 

garden.

So what can you do to save water and still maintain a 

healthy, beautiful garden?

This was a question we put to our Facebook audience 

and the response was fantastic.  It’s great to know that 

everyone cares and they all have their ways of being 

water efficient in the garden!

The two most popular responses were to mulch the 

garden and to recycle water.

Mulching plants is key to retaining moisture: 

As well as reducing evaporation and water run-off, a 

good quality mulch will also provide nutrients to the 

plants and restrict weed growth.  I’d say that’s definitely 

a winning tip for a healthy water efficient garden.

Recycling water ensures you never waste a drop: 

Many of our audience spread their waste bath, shower, 

sink and washing machine water over the garden, 

instead of letting it go down the drain. Washing your car, 

dog, horse or just about anything on the lawn is another 

great way to kill two birds with one stone.

But it doesn’t stop there...

Choose the right plants:

Local native varieties and other non-thirsty plants need 

less maintenance and watering.

How To Be Water Efficient 
In The Garden
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Water at the right time:

Watering early morning or evening reduces water loss 

through evaporation, don’t use the sprinkler on a windy 

day either and use a timer so you don’t forget to turn 

the tap off.

Save the rain for a dry day:  

Many of our audience use rainwater tanks to make the 

most of what Mother Nature provides.  Don’t forget to 

pause irrigation systems on rainy days too.

Only water your lawn when it needs it:

If it springs back after stepping on it, it doesn’t require 

watering.  When you do water, a good soaking every 

now and then is preferable to frequent, light watering.  

Thorough watering encourages deeper roots, giving you 

a stronger, more drought resistant lawn.

Hoselink’s Top Tip:

Ensure taps, fittings and hoses are not leaking:  

One leaking tap can waste more than 2,000 litres 

a month.   To check your home for leaks, turn off 

every tap and appliance that 

uses water, then read your 

water meter.  Wait 4 hours 

and read again.  If the meter 

has ticked over, something’s 

leaking.  Use good quality 

hose fittings, such as 

Hoselink, that won’t leak or 

break and waste water.





So what is a Succulent? After scouring the Internet for a 

thorough definition, we came across an article written 

by Mark Dimmitt, a botanist and horticulturalist, who 

said “there is no clear definition of the term”.  So we’re 

afraid a general definition will have to suffice.

Good enough for us!

Succulents are awesome plants to keep because they’re 

beautiful and nearly indestructible.  Two qualities 

we love in a plant!  They’ve adapted to survive arid 

conditions throughout the world, from Africa to the 

deserts of North America.  The adaptations have 

resulted in an incredible variety of dazzling leaf forms 

and plant shapes.  It also makes them fantastic plants to 

keep in Australia both indoors and out.

Fact: Cacti are a unique subset of the succulent group.  

All cacti are succulents, but not all succulents are cacti.

Caring for succulents

Most succulents require similar care, however as this is 

an overview there are of course succulents whose care 

differs from that below.

Tips for Successful 
Succulents
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A succulent is any plant with 

thick, fleshy tissue, in which 

they store water.



Light

Succulents prefer bright light.  The plant will tell you if 

it is getting the right amount of light. Too much and the 

leaves may scorch and turn brown or white.  This can 

happen when keeping them indoors by a window.  Too 

little and the plant will start to stretch and the leaves 

will become more spaced out, as it is trying to reach 

more light.

Temperature

Succulents are much more cold-tolerant than you might 

think.  In the desert, there is often a marked contrast 

between night and day and succulents thrive in colder 

nights, getting down as low as 4ºC.  However most of 

them don’t like frost.

Succulents ideally like daytime temperatures between 

21ºC and about 29ºC and night time temperatures 

between 10ºC and 12ºC.

Potting Soils

Succulents should be potted in a fast-draining mixture.  

There are blends available designed specifically for cacti 

and succulents.

Water

If your plants live outside then you probably won’t need 

to ever water them.  If you are experiencing extreme 

drought and the plants have stopped growing and are 

beginning to shed leaves then you will need to water 

them.

Indoor potted 

succulents should be 

watered generously in 

the summer, allowing 

the potting mix to dry 

between watering.  

During the winter 

when the plants go 

dormant, cut watering back to once every other month.  

Overwatering causes plant rot which is the single most 

common cause of plant failure.

Note: An overwatered succulent might at first plump up 

and look healthy. However, the cause of death may have 

already set in, as the rot spreads upward from the root 

system.

Hoselink’s Top Tip:

A succulent should never be allowed to sit in 

water.

What to look for:

• Overwatered plants are soft and 

discoloured.  The leaves may be yellow or 

white and lose their colour.  A plant in this 

condition may be beyond repair, but you 

can still remove it from its pot and inspect 

the roots.  If they are brown and rotted, 

cut away dead roots and re-pot into 

drier potting media, or take a cutting and 

propagate the parent plant.

• Succulents prefer generous water during 

the growing season (spring and summer).  

An under watered plant will first stop 

growing, then begin to shed leaves.  

Alternatively, the plant may develop 

brown spots on the leaves.

Note: Succulents will lose leaves from the bottom as 

they grow which is normal.  You only need to watch out 

for it losing from the middle or the top.

Hopefully following these steps will give you happy 

healthy succulents, some of which have incredible 

flowers.



Flowers don’t have to be the only plants bringing 

colour to your garden.  If you’re anything like us, then 

you’ll love the different colours the garden bursts with 

How To Add Garden 
Colour Without Flowers
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throughout the seasons and finding ways to bring in 

more colour is a winner!  Here are 10 awesome plants 

that have colour even when they’re not in flower.

Begonia

There are lots of varieties of 

Begonia with wonderful 

leaves.  The Begonia 

Rex Escargot (top) and 

the Begonia Rex Stained Glass 

(bottom) are two gorgeous 

examples. 

Vegetables

Cabbage (right) and Lettuce (left) are wonderful 

additions to the garden with the added bonus 

of being edible. 

Bromeliad

You’ll be forgiven for thinking 

that the colourful parts of a 

Bromeliad are its flower 

but no these are indeed 

its leaves.  These are 

great plants for a colourful 

tropical garden. 

Who said there’s not such 

thing as a free lunch?!



Geranium

Geraniums have pretty 

flowers and colourful 

leaves.  That’s a 

2-for-1 in colourful 

gardening! As if that 

wasn’t enough of a bargain they 

are really easy to take cuttings from too.

Hemizygia

These are ideal for a 

cottage garden full 

of colour.  The pretty 

leaves and gorgeous 

flowers are a nice 

addition to  

any flower bed. 

Pennisetum

It’s easy to forget that 

grasses can be for 

decoration and not just 

for lawns. The hardy 

Pennisetum provides 

excellent height to a 

flower bed. 

Basil

Yep that’s right you can 

get purple basil! There 

are several varieties 

available which are 

also edible.  These can 

be grown indoors or outdoors 

in beds or in pots, perfect for everyone! 

Hypoetes

Depending on which 

variety you go for, these 

can be a subtle addition 

or a bold statement piece 

within the garden.  Sadly 

a short lived plant but a 

wonderful one none the less. 

Lamium

Lamium is an excellent 

choice for a large 

garden.  These hardy 

plants can be used to 

cover any area with 

a sea of colour and 

they’re frost hardy too. 

Sedum

A great choice for gardeners 

who are looking for an easy 

to grow colourful plant.  

Of course these aren’t 

the only colourful succulents 

take a look at our blog SELECTING A 

SUCCULENT for more great options.

A succulent is any plant with 
thick, fleshy tissue, in which 
they store water.





Compare

Shop around to compare the prices of anything you 

plan to buy and remember to compare quality too “buy 

cheap, buy twice”.  Sign up to newsletters from your 

local garden centre and of course your favourite garden 

hose company, that way you will be first to know when a 

sale or offer is running.

Be Resourceful

Just because something is broken or no longer needed 

doesn’t mean it’s totally useless, just look at the Mini 

Garden created with old broken pots.  You can also 

recycle old pallets into garden furniture and you make 

your own compost and garden mulch - the possibilities 

are endless.

Be Water Wise

It is possible to save water and still have a lovely garden.  

Not only will it save you money but it’s good for the 

environment.  There are lots of ways in which you can 

be water efficient but installing soaker hoses and timers 

is an easy way to start saving.  

Gardening is a relaxing past time and it definitely 

doesn’t have to be expensive!

Hoselink’s Advice:

Add creativity to a bit 

of resourcefulness 

and pair it with 

team work, to enjoy 

gardening on a 

budget!

We’re going to make a very bold statement here, 

everyone can afford a nice garden!!  Whoa, we can hear 

cries and gasps all over, but hear us out.  The key to a 

nice garden is the love, care and attention that goes 

into it or blood, sweat and tears depending on your 

gardening style! 

You can’t buy that, well ok you could hire a gardener 

but you get our point.  You could buy a whole host of 

expensive plants but if you don’t give them TLC you will 

end up with dead plants and that doesn’t make for a 

nice garden.  

There are many ways to garden on a budget, you just 

have to get a little creative and be clever with any 

money you do spend.

Share

This is by far our favourite trick.  Swapping and sharing 

cuttings, packets of seeds or divided plants is a great 

way to save money and to increase the number and 

variety of plants you have in your garden.

Bulk Buy

Buying in bulk, whether it’s seeds, bulbs, plants, 

gardening tools, compost or mulch, usually will save 

you money.  Get together with gardening friends or 

neighbours to buy in bulk and share in the savings.  

Sometimes just spending over a certain amount in one 

go will get you a discount!

Research

Beware of impulse buying.  That pretty plant you have 

fallen in love with and just have to have from the garden 

centre may not suit your garden and be dead within the 

month.  Make sure you do your research on any plant 

before you buy, to ensure you have just right spot in 

your garden for it.

Gardening On a Budget

Gardening Knowledge Share 4



Miniature and Fairy gardens are becoming increasingly 

popular these days; you only need to take a quick look 

at Pinterest to see a million different examples.  The 

inventive use of broken pots grabs our attention as we 

hate throwing things away that could still be of some 

use.  We recently made use of some old terracotta 

pots we had stuffed away in the shed, which had some 

serious cracks.

Mini Garden
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Succulents are perfect for this type of project and we 

treated ourselves to four tiny new ones and divided one 

thriving in the flower beds.  We also added a few plants 

from a neighbour, so it was a pretty cheap project which 

could easily have been done for free. 

Here’s how to do it! 

Things you’ll need:

• Succulents or other plants

• Soil 

• Broken pots



Step 1

We had two big pots which were going to be great for 

this, one had already broken the whole of its top off 

and the other had a huge crack running down the side.  

So we started to chip away at them to get the perfect 

shape we wanted, of course one of them didn’t chip 

quite as intended and we managed to lose nearly half 

of it.  Never mind, we just laid that one on its side, 

otherwise it would never hold any soil in.  They say the 

best inventions happen by accident!

To make a mini or fairy garden you need to start 

building from the bottom.  As our pots were quite 

deep and we know the succulents don’t need much 

Step 2

As your’re working with 

such small little bits of 

pot and plants it’s much 

better to plant as you 

go. You’ll notice that we 

added another smaller 

broken pot, this is the 

best way to hold back 

the larger section of 

soil, if we had only used 

a piece of pot it would 

likely fall out when it rained. A little bit more 

soil, plants and another pot...

Step 4

Another thing hoarded...

Ahem... stored, in the 

back of the shed was a 

bag of gravel so on that 

went and voila!

We used the same 

principles to make up 

a second pot.

Step 3

Quick water using 

the mist function, on 

our spray gun and 

everything is still in 

place, no mini 

landslide here!

soil, we filled the bottoms with left over polystyrene.  

This is a great way of helping with drainage, making 

the pot lighter, saving on soil and recycling yet another 

thing saved in the shed.

In goes a little bit of 

soil and then comes 

the stacking. This is 

basically where you 

add plants, soil and 

more broken bits of 

pot to ‘terrace’ the soil 

holding it in, as you go 

along.



Poor indoor air quality poses potentially enormous 

health risks. Asthma, allergies and inflammation can be 

caused by poor air quality. Sure you can buy air purifiers 

but why not go the natural root and have more house 

plants?  These plants are 6 great options for better 

indoor air quality.

Houseplants for 
Better Health
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Aloe Vera

We’re big fans of Aloe Vera, it’s on NASA’s top 

oxygen-generating and air-improving plants 

list.  More oxygen can help you to get to sleep 

and stay asleep, plus the gel from the plant can 

be used to treat all sorts of ailments including 

sunburn.

Jasmine

You probably didn’t expect to find this one 

in a house plant blog, commonly an outdoor 

vining plant.  

It can do well 

indoors with a 

good amount 

of natural 

light.  The 

scent can help 

improve your 

quality of 

sleep, not to 

mention how 

lovely it is.

Lavender

It’s scent, not 

only heavenly, 

can reduce 

anxiety and 

stress, slow heart 

rate and improve 

your sleep.  It’s 

also reported 

that it may 

reduce crying in 

babies, which 

for any parent 

is an absolute 

winner!!



Peace Lily

An absolute powerhouse in the air cleaning 

business. From NASA’s clean air study, it 

found it removes Benzene, Formaldehyde, 

trichloroethylene, xylene, toluene and 

ammonia from the air!

Rosemary

Herbs are wonderful plants to grow; they are 

free ingredients for the kitchen ready and fresh 

whenever you want them.  Rosemary has an 

extra bonus as it can improve memory by 75%.  

You have to rub the 

leaves between 

your fingers and 

inhale the aroma to 

get the benefits.

Snake Plant

Also known as mother-in-laws tongue, it 

prevents eye irritation, 

respiratory problems, 

headaches and can 

make you more 

energetic.  All this and 

it’s a great air cleaner!

It’s so easy to underestimate the power of plants, but they don’t just sit there looking pretty. They are busy making our lives better and healthier. Just think, without plants where would we be?

Happy Gardening!
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