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Senate Bill 199 Modernizes Texas Laws on 
Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs)
Starting September 1, 2021, it will be  easier for 
businesses and organizations to have AEDs

Changes to Texas’ AED Law (Changes take effect September 1, 2021)

❖❖ Eliminates Liability.  SB 199 provides immunity from civil liability for anyone who 
owns, occupies, manages, or is otherwise responsible for the location where an 
AED is placed.  This applies whether an AED is used, not used properly, or not 
used at all.  Texas is the 35th state to provide this immunity.

❖❖ Eliminates Training Requirement.  SB 199 removes CPR / AED training 
requirements that have prevented many businesses from having AEDs.  While CPR 
training is still a good idea, it is no longer a prerequisite for having an AED

❖❖ Requires Monthly Inspections.  SB 199 requires a monthly inspection to make 
sure each AED is ready for use, undamaged and placed in its designated location. 
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AEDs Save Lives
32,000 Texans will experience 

cardiac arrest this year

29,000 will not survive

Most of the 29,000 can be saved 
if an AED is available

This section, in particular, needs 
work.  This graph needs to be 

rebuilt and section / messaging 
needs to be cleaned up

New Texas Law Clears Way 
for More Businesses to 
Install Life-Saving AEDs

Cardiac Arrest Incidents
(400,000/Year in the United States)

% saved 
without an AED

% saved 
with an AED

9%

93%

Changes to Texas’ AED Law  
Senate Bill 199, sponsored by Sen. Jane Nelson and Rep. Four Price and signed by Gov. Greg Abbott,  
takes effect Sept 1, 2021. The new law:

  Eliminates Liability. SB 199 provides immunity from civil liability to anyone who owns, 
occupies, manages, or is responsible for the location where an Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED) is placed. This applies whether an AED is used, not used, or not used properly when 
someone goes into cardiac arrest. Texas is the 35th state to provide this immunity.

  Eliminates Training Requirements. SB 199 removes CPR and AED training 
requirements that have prevented many businesses from purchasing AEDs. While CPR training 
is always a good idea, it is no longer a a requirement under state law.

  Requires Monthly Inspections. SB 199 requires a monthly inspection to make sure each 
AED is ready for use, undamaged, and placed in its designated location. 

AEDs Save Lives
 �32,000 Texans will experience cardiac 

arrest this year. Using an AED within 
the first few minutes could save the 
vast majority of those lives.

 �With the passage SB 199, 
businesses and organizations now 
have greater incentive to have these 
life-saving devices on site. 
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