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Immerse yourself  Immerse yourself  
in the Eden Unearthed exhibition experience

Learn the stories behind the sculptures,  
the places they came from, and the people  

who brought them into being. 

Meet the artists and hear them reflect on their 
work. Scan theQR codes accompanying every 

installation, (you can use our free WiFI!)

The QR code below will take you to an 
interactive, in-depth online digital version  

of this catalogue (via Eden Unearthed webpage), 
Revisit the exhibition at home, watch the 

interviews you missed, follow more links to gain 
further insight into the artists and  

their creative process.  
It  will be updated constantly thoughout the  

six months of the exhibition with new photos, 
event videos, stories and information.

scan qr for  
all the info

inspiring meaningful dialogue

Rae Bolotin, Eden Unearthed 2021  
selection & judging panel

Eden Unearthed, conceived and staged by the 
Eden Gardens team, is now in its fifth year, and 
it seems the right time to reflect on what makes 
this show so special.

It is a unique exhibition from many points of view.  
It does not compete with, but somehow highlights the 
beauty of its stunning immersive backdrop of botanical 
gardens, a setting which is neither real wilderness nor a 
white wall gallery. The exhibition aspires to be not a mere 
compilation of stand-alone objects, but a collaborative 
voice of participating artists responding to the site and 
the brief. They are encouraged to create works that 
are site-specific, while the site itself has been human-
made and thus represents the ideas and aesthetics of its 
designers. The exhibition reflects the intention of the art 
to be meaningful and to address the issues of the day:  
environment, climate change, sustainability. 

Another unique aspect of this exhibition is the organic 
coexistence between the retail activity of Eden 
Gardens and the non-commercial display of ephemeral 



the benefit of both sides. The retail brings in an array 
of customers that would not usually be exposed to art 
galleries, but in this environment are happy to discover 

something new and fascinating. On the other 
hand, the exhibition and its participating 
artists benefit through an opportunity 
to engage with new audiences. It works 
well because of the high standard and 
professionalism of both components. 

The usual need to deal with the difficulties of staging an 
outdoor show: weather conditions, on-site construction 
requirements, selection of materials used, production and 
installation; were further complicated by the COVID19 
lockdown right in the middle of the project. 

The result is a multilayered exhibition that represents 
artists at different stages of their creative practices, 
working with a wide range of mediums and contributing to 
our understanding of the environment around us.

This show is enriching people’s lives with plants and arts.

Rae Bolotin
Artistic Director, BigCi

This show 
is enriching 
people's lives 
with plants 
and arts

refugee
rae bolotin
2004

Eden Gardens  
Permanent  
Collection



enabling artful conversations

Graham Forsythe, Eden Unearthed 2021 
selection & judging panel

It’s at times like these that exhibitions such 
as Eden Unearthed become more and more 
important, and the vision of Anna and 
Simon Ainsworth more prescient. Since the 

last exhibition in 2019 there have been devastating 
bushfires and a global pandemic, twin natural 
calamities which forced us to revaluate our tenuous 
understanding of nature as benign and controlled. 
Gardening and art are both sites where we must work 
with nature and ourselves, and not simply on them. 
Both are closely entwined, involving nurture, growth, 
creativity, connections, and letting go. 

Much of the work in this year’s exhibition resonates 
with an awareness of the uncertainty and peril 
generated by fires and viral pandemic, but also with 
the strong need to construct refuges and connections, 
places of pause, of home, security, and rootedness. 
Lockdowns have isolated us from each other, but also 
allowed us the opportunity to focus on the local, on 
place, and on both art and gardens.

explore shop eat
Something for everyone! 

Explore our display gardens, choose all the latest season 
colour plants or get advise on your next garden makeover.  

Eden Gardens Macquarie Park   Ph  9491 9900   edengardens.com.au



For the 2021 Eden Unearthed, we can see artists 
moving beyond referencing environmental concerns to 
interrogating the relation between our natural world and 
us – its interdependence, its strangeness, the opportunities 
for reconnection.

This is the real strength of Eden Unearthed. It’s never just 
art in a garden, but always places the garden and the art in 
the context of ideas and challenges. We see, for instance, 

an even more culturally diverse group 
of artists, engaging with issues around 
migration, displacement and trauma. 

The selection and judging panel,  
Allan Giddy, Rae Bolotin and myself, 
are proud to be involved in this year’s 
exhibition, and thank Anna and Simon 
Ainsworth, and especially Meredith 

Kirton, who does so much of the actual organisation.  
We’d also like to thank the artists, including those up-and-
coming student sculptors from UNSW Art & Design, who 
have shown an increasing confidence and capacity.

Graham Forsyth
Honorary Associate Professor, UNSW Arts, Design & Architecture

Lockdowns have 
isolated us ... but 
also allowed us 
the opportunity 
to focus on the 
local, on place, 
and on both art 
and gardens

To register your interest email curator@edengardens.com.auTo register your interest email curator@edengardens.com.au
Christy  Sin installing her work Christy  Sin installing her work Rain in 42̊Rain in 42̊  (35) (35)

call for submissions call for submissions 
eden unearthed 22/23eden unearthed 22/23

eden Gardens is eden Gardens is 

proud to support the proud to support the 

artistic community in artistic community in 

this unique exhibition this unique exhibition 

of temporal works, of temporal works, 

situated within their situated within their 

award winning gardens. award winning gardens. 

Submissions are sought Submissions are sought 

from both student from both student 

and practicing artists, and practicing artists, 

first prize of $10,000 first prize of $10,000 

and stipends are paid to and stipends are paid to 

successful applicantssuccessful applicants



a warm welcome

The garden has been silent for many months 
now, aside from birdsong, and it is with such joy 
that we join with artists to rejuvenate this place, 
as well as our minds and spirits, as the garden 
reopens to all. Thank you to all the artists for 
your patience and trust, as well as talent. 

There is a wonderful synergy about gardeners and artists.  
Gardeners toil away by themselves producing a garden 
of seasonal delights, but like nothing more than to share 
this with others.  Artists similarly share their imaginative 
creations, and here in the garden translate the landscape 
within their installation for the enjoyment of audiences over 
the six month showing. Both have a circular rhythm to them 
that progresses with time, gaining momentum.
Of particular pride is having our apprentice gardeners 
create a work together, an indication surely of the effect 
Eden Unearthed has in inspiring all. I invite people 
to take pictures of the works, vote for their favourite 
(win a complimentary lunch from us each month) and 
bring their friends along to one of the events that have 
been woven into the program for next year.

Simon Ainsworth
Owner & Director of Eden Gardens

a r t a r t 
d ayd ay
a p r i l  3 0

Family

Art is a fantastic way for families to connect  
with each other and create wonderful memories

With family art classes, making art from recycled 
products and various drop-in art activities throughout 

the day. Plus, a curator’s tour of  
Eden Unearthed especially for kids.

scan the qr code for  
details & bookings

Scan for 
Simon 
& Anna 
Ainsworth's 
reflections 
on  Eden 
Unearthed
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15 Reflection Francois Limondin

16 Strategems Anne Levitch

17 Four Seasons Simone Leonelli

18 Being Keepers Ryoko Kose with Danielle Minett

19 Gold Leaf Anne Palmer

20 My Happy Place Alison Thompson

21 Refuge Saskia Everingham

22 Knots of Eden Pamela Leung

23  Bayangan  
Pamela Lee Brenner & Johannes Muljana 

24  Floral Odyssey Lisa Shepherd in collaboration 
with Father Chris Riley’s Youth Off The Streets

25 Sticks & Stones Elizabeth West

26 Small Bird Christina Frank & Michelle Perrett

27 The Walk Forward II Neelam Gopalani

01 Leonardi de Hawk Basilios Papaioannou

02 Still Allyson Adeney

03 Disintegration Pat Land

04 The Night Music Box Alix Crowe

05 Symbiont Marta Ferracin

06 Scribbly Gum Lace Mary Elizabeth Barron

07 Casting A Shadow Rmsina Daniel

08 The Drop Simone Leonelli

09 Seed Bank Sally Kidall

10 Road Trip Ainslie Murray

11 Ritual Rainbow Gathering Jayanto Tan  

12 Mystic Kitten Cybele Cox

13 King Coal Louis Pratt

14  Fools’ Gold: Prospecting in the Garden  
Alex Berini & Selina Springett

works to unearth 2021
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the the 
Accessibility Accessibility 
awardaward

works to unearth 2021

28 Zenova Flower Chloe Alice Stafford

29 Cave of Yhi Chloe Alice Stafford

30 Listening to Trees: Eden Jan Cleveringa

31  Wings of Eden 
Eden Gardens staff & community .. and you!

32 FutureProofing Mimi Dennett

33  The Trickster 
Caleb Fletcher & Christopher Stenta 

34 Fragile Caroline Kronenberg

35 Rain  in 42° Cheuk Ting Christy Sin

eden gardens prizes 2021

winner

highly commended

student award

accessibility award

When people talk about accessibility and the arts, it’s often in the 
context of enabling artists of all abilities to create work, or simply a 
matter of making the venue itself easier to manoeuvre around with 
disabled parking, ramps and lifts.

Eden Gardens has been committed to not only ensuring much of our 
garden and centre caters to a broad audience with universal design, 
but that Eden Unearthed as an exhibition engages with a broad and 
diverse audience. 

Enormous thanks to the Royal Rehab Foundation for sponsoring this 
award, and to Claire Boyle, their Clinical Horticultural Therapist, 
who so thoughtfully examined each work, which highlights art that 
engages with all of the senses. We are thrilled that our long-standing 
relationship with Royal Rehab continues with this sponsorship, 
and to see installations become more thoughtful and inventive in 
providing beauty and wonder for everyone.

Please donate to Royal Rehab via the QR code. 
Above: Accessibility Award 2021 winner Alix Crowe with  
her work The Night Music Box (#04). Images: Brian Rapsey



eden 
unearthed
2021 –2022

exhibiting 
artists

The Gardens Resturant & Terrace Bar 
 is back at Eden Gardens

Dine indoors or lounge outdoors in our Terrace Bar 
and select from our new seasonal menu 

 Eden Gardens Macquarie Park  Ph  9491 9900   edengardens.com.au
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01Leonardi de Hawk is a work constructed of 
repurposed found objects, making a 500% scaled-up version 
of the Austrocordulia leonardi, a rare species of dragonfly 
known as the Sydney hawk. A medium-sized black and yellow 
dragonfly endemic to the Sydney basin, its natural habitat is 
rivers and dams, where it keeps mosquito populations under 
control. The Sydney hawk is threatened by habitat loss due 
to ongoing development of urban areas. The media portrays 
animals as victims due to habitat loss,  but rarely focuses on 
insects, which are valuable to the balance of ecosystems. 

Basilios Papaioannou  is an artist and a landscape 
architect who brings humour, scale and insight to the installations, 
and sculptures he has been creating for twenty years. Finding 
inspiration in fauna and flora, he aims to stimulate thought, 
physical interaction and dialogue. His work is held in private 
collections in Australia, New Zealand, USA, Greece and France. 

a note from the curator

This year especially there seems to be a little 
shimmer and sheen in many of the works, 
evocative perhaps of the hope that lies ahead 
and the joy we all feel at being able to celebrate 
and visit art exhibitions once again. For a time 
it seemed this year might be COVID-cancelled, 
but Simon and Anna Ainsworth really wanted 

to support artists in what has been a truly difficult time. 
They have persevered and “pivoted”, so press on we did. 

The result is that this exhibition is a wonderful 
celebration of art and the people who create it, and the 
parks and gardens and what they mean to a community 
– as only lockdown can reveal! 

The teamwork and collaboration between those who 
create and those who nurture is firmly embedded in all 
of these installations.

Something that has been unearthed during the 
pandemic is the vital importance of art and culture in 
our lives. Breathe deep, unearth your senses and, at last,  
let your spirits soar.

Meredith Kirton 
Horticultural Journalist & Curator, 
Eden Gardens & Garden Centre
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DISINTEGRATION focuses on the diversity of forest 
life through experimental use of materials and techniques. 
The eternal cycle of nature is reflected in this work. Lichens 
are among the first organisms to colonise barren surfaces, 
both natural and man-made; plants transpire to provide the 
elements essential to their growth and health; tissues transfer 
their pigments to other substrates and leave an image of 
themselves; eventually all life disintegrates and is assimilated 
back into the ‘primordial soup’ so that life can begin again.

Pat Land  migrated to Australia from England seventeen 
years ago. She has taught art, design and fashion for over thirty 
years, and currently based on the Mid-North Coast of NSW , 
focusing on fibre in her art practice. This piece forms part of a 
larger body of work of the same title.

Still  is an interior sculpture 
that plays with the notions of 
human growth and decay while 
providing a place to stop and 
be still. The salvaged chair 
has been slowly covered using 
reclaimed yarn. The initial 
layer covers the chair with a 
surface that can be likened to 
the crocheted blankets your 
grannie might have made. 
Growing abundantly over that 
base layer are swollen forms 
of growth, reminiscent of 
moss. From created openings 
new life sprouts: vines slither 
out twisting and reclaiming 
the chair, much like nature 
reclaiming a ruin.

Allyson Adeney 
utilises collage, ceramics, glass, 
textiles and found objects. Studied 
art at SCA,  NAS; MFA from 
USYD. People’s Choice Award 
at Rookwood’s HIDDEN 2014, 
exhibited at Eden Unearthed, 
HarbourSculpture, Art on the 
Greenway, and the Australian 
Ceramics Triennale 2019. 
Her collaborative work with 
ceramicist Jan Guy forms part of 
an international collection  
in Finland.

0302
poa
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The Night Music Box  is an interactive artwork 
that invites viewers to play the star map of the sky above 
them. Crafted almost entirely out of recycled material, The 
Night Music Box has been intricately engineered to convert 
stars into sound. As the music box plays, the audience is 
immersed in both the artwork and the environment around 
them, becoming aware of the infinite expressions of music 
that exist within the phenomenal, natural world. The cosmos 
becomes a living, breathing moment that one may witness, 
should they simply pause to listen.

Alix Crowe  is an emerging multidisciplinary artist 
currently completing a double degree of Fine Arts and Advanced 
Science at UNSW. Her practice examines the intersections 
between science and art, often engaging with recycled material 
and found objects. Crowe aims to immerse viewers in a particular 
sensation or moment, where physics concepts become physical. 

Symbiont  is a multimedia installation which transforms 
the Eden Gardens stairwell space into a ‘living biofield’. The 
limits of ordinary perception are overcome by shifting the 
unseen world of lichens and tardigrades— micro-organisms 
just half a millimetre long — into macroscopic view. These 
ancient, resilient lifeforms are symbiotic in nature, and serve 
a critical role in maintaining the integrity of our broader 
ecosystem. In Symbiont, Ferracin sensitises the viewer to the 
delicate interplay of the human and non-human dimensions of 
micro-habitats, encouraging a mutually beneficial approach to 
co-existence, echoing the evolutionary principle of symbiosis. 

Marta Ferracin  interrogates reality through a 
phenomenological lens to stimulate heightened sentience 
and expand environmental awareness. Italian-born, Sydney-
based, Ferracin recently spent a three-month bio-art residency 
at SymbioticA, UWA, which was assisted by the Australian 
Government through the Australia Council for the Arts.  

0504
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Scribbly Gum Lace is made from thread created 
out of plastic packaging, retaining the delicate beauty and 
familiarity of traditional lace, while being surprising in its 
grandeur. Handmade lace is made of the finest threads, delicate 
and beautiful, and traditional lace making regions developed 
their own styles often referencing local flora. With this 
large-scale lace referencing the distinctive markings of the 
local scribbly gum, Barron endeavours to create something of 
uplifting beauty from plastic waste, inspiring hope that we can 
collectively find positive solutions to an overwhelming problem. 

Mary Elizabeth Barron  came to art later in life 
after raising her family. She employs traditional craft techniques 
in unusual ways, mostly working with recycled materials, and has 
exhibited nationally and internationally since 2006. In 2016 Barron 
undertook an artist residency in the Thai village of Sam Rit, working 
with women to develop products made from local recycled materials.   

Casting a Shadow is a site-specific sculpture, 
casting a shadow for a tree that usually lacks emphasis. The 
shadow is specific to the tree itself and to the direction of a 
light source according to the time of the year and season.   
The use of steel, combined with the placement of this work, 
rejects the limitations of sculpture.

Rmsina Daniel  is a Sydney-based artist who was awarded 
a BFA at The National Art School in 2020, specialising in sculpture. 
Born in 1997, in Baghdad, Iraq, to Assyrian parents, she moved 
to Australia in April 2014 when she was 16 years old. Her recent 
exhibitions include “Casting a Vision,” “Eden and the Willow” 
(2021), “Grad Show” National Art School (2020),  “Untitled,” 
321 Crown Street (2020), and “Remote-Control” Stairwell Gallery 
(2020). Awards include National Art School Collection’s Student 
Acquisitions (2020), The Dr John Vallance Prize for Sculpture (2019).

0706
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Seed Bank Located deep below the gardens, this site-
specific stage-set reveals the entrance to the precious Eden 
Garden’s Seed Bank; the reservoir offers a secure access point 
via the landing platform and ladder. The viewer is invited to 
engage with this fictional narrative via their imagination to 
recreate this subterraneous project within their mind’s eye. 
This work aims to increase community awareness of growing 
threats to our botanical diversity and the importance of 
secure seed storage, aiding botanical research as our planet  
is impacted by climates change and urban development.

Sally Kidall  has over 35 years of making her site-
responsive practice, travelling internationally creating her 
vast interventions within challenging locations and buildings 
of interest, beyond the restraints of the gallery. She explores 
metaphorical spaces and environments that engage with the 
anxieties and insecurities of our contemporary society. 

The Drop We are 
currently too busy suffering 
the pandemic implications 
that we have almost 
lost attention to climate 
change. Unfortunately 
climate change will be a 
much bigger challenge.  
There is no vaccine for our 
planet and the solutions to fix 
it can’t instantly be applied.  
We can still make a 
difference with our 
actions. The ocean is made 
up of drops.

Simone Leonelli  
is an eclectic creative artist.  
His practice explores the 
intersection between art, 
design and technology.  

0908

Delve 
into the 
watery 
under-
ground 
via the 
QR code
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Ritual Rainbow Gathering is a combined 
hard and soft lucky installation work, inspired by the 
artist’s family tradition of performing a ritual of offering 
food in everyday life. The work functions as a reminder of 
the emotional time Tan spent in the Villawood Detention 
Centre before becoming an Australian citizen. He uses colour 
as an expression of identity, culminating in a celebration 
of liberation and creative freedom that proposes a bridge 
from the past to the present, from trauma to healing, to a 
diverse future not of difference but of togetherness in our 
contemporary Australia.

Jayanto Tan  was born and raised in a small village in 
North Sumatra to a Sumatran-Christian mother and Guandong-
Taoist father. From lived experience of poverty and political 
repression, Tan’s practice blends Eastern and Western mythologies 
with the reality of current events. 

Road Trip creates an alternative landscape in a quiet 
corner of the garden. Set within the auditory landscape of 
vehicles passing along the motorway beyond, this striking 
image of a distant landscape transports the viewer elsewhere 
through its scale and circular form. The landscape is 
familiar yet remote, attractive yet hostile, and it speaks to an 
unrequited desire to be elsewhere that has been acutely felt by 
many in recent times. 

Ainslie Murray  is an interdisciplinary artist and 
academic trained in architecture. Her work explores the 
augmentation of architectural space through subtle realisations 
of forgotten and intangible spatial forces. The atmosphere and 
its relation to lived experience are areas of special interest which 
have focused her practice-led research for over 15 years. Her work 
ranges from large-scale immersive installations and constructions 
to film, painting, textiles and printed works. 

1110
poa
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King Coal is an alternative term for coal, as it was a 
great boon for the Australian way of life. This larger-than-
life sculpture has an attitude of arrogance, unaware of his 
crumbling doom.  

Louis Pratt  focuses predominantly through his work on big 
data and climate change, which he sees as the major challenges of 
our time. Pratt has achieved significant recognition as a leading 
Australian contemporary artist, pioneering the application of 
new technologies to the production of sculpture. He built the first 
open-source 3D printer in Australia in 2009, and donated it to 
the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences. Alongside his work 
with technology, Pratt casts work in coal, to explore issues around 
climate change.  His sculptures have won numerous prestigious 
awards and are held in private and public collections.

Mystic Kitten 
Cybele Cox’s practice 
explores the western 
art canon with an intent 
to reconstruct ancient 
Pagan symbols as feminist 
archetypes to disrupt 
hegemonic narratives. With 
characters and icons from 
stories of pre-christian 
mythology, the artist’s 
work evokes a world where 
the importance of art and 
the value of dreamspace 
seek to envision new ways 
of imagining ourselves 
in the world. Using hand 
built ceramic totems, 
figures, painting, collage, 
costume and performance, 
Cox expresses sexual 
empowerment and 
authenticity as a re-flowering 
of the spiritual. 

Cybele Cox  Exhibited 
in Australia and Vienna, 
winner Stonevilla Wearable 
Arts Prize 2017. Performed at 
the Giant Dwarf Theatre, MCA 
Art Bar and independent artist 
Not-For-Profit spaces. 

1312
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Reflection  
A pedestal stands on the ground in an open space.  
A mirror on the top of it reflects an image of the sky above.  
By moving around the artwork, the spectators can see 
different images captured by the mirror, according to the 
movement and the distance from the viewer to the sculpture.  
This spot in the garden on a jetty brings the combination of 
three elements: Earth, Water, and Sky. On a sunny day, the sun 
will add a fourth element: Fire.

Francois Limondin  is a Sydney-based visual 
artist. He has exhibited widely in Australia for the past twenty 
years, winning several awards, while working in the Tool Room 
(Sculpture /Painting) at the College of Fine Arts (UNSW 
Paddington Campus). 

Fools’ Gold: Prospecting in  
the Garden is a playful take on the strong presence 
of the mining industry in Australia. While mining is surely a 
source of wealth for Australia, it is also very environmentally 
damaging and has always polarised the Australian public 
conscience. This work adds geometric volumes into the 
landscape of the garden, which mimic the shape of pyrite 
(aka ‘fool’s gold’). We invite you to reflect, as you prospect the 
treasures of the garden, on mining and our relationship to it.

Selina Springett & Alessandro Berini 
are a multimedia art duo whose work engages people to consider 
social and ecological concerns.  Most recently they have begun 
to explore the integration of technology and nature and the 
roles of art in building community connections.  Their public 
art installations have won several awards, and have been 
commissioned for numerous public events and festivals. 

1514
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Four Seasons This series of computer-generated 
artworks is inspired by the colours and feelings of the 
four different seasons. The artworks are realised using a 
bespoke algorithm that involves machine learning processes 
(generative adversarial networks). As a result, the image 
produced is a collaboration between a human and an  
artificial intelligence.

Simone Leonelli is an eclectic creative artist.  
His practice explores the intersection between art, design  
and technology.  

STRATAGEMS Through familiar diamond forms this 
installation questions our terms of engagement with the earth.  
Diamonds, as symbols of beauty and value, are offered as gifts 
to cement agreement for future partnership.  They refract and 
transform light through their many facets. However, these 
diamonds refract no light: instead their outer faces reference 
a spectrum of other valuable natural resources that we extract 
from the earth, some through harmful extraction processes.  
Is humanity in respectful partnership with the earth?

Anne Levitch  has an artistic and curatorial practice that 
centres on the visual representation of embedded cultural memory, 

of societal attitudes and their traces.  Having recently 
completed her Masters of Art, her work responds 
to what she sees as a layering of the cultural, 
community, family and personal.  

1716
poa poa
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Gold Leaf Leaves are the ultimate symbol of 
recycling. Leaves grow towards the sky, return to the earth, 
decompose, and their elements once again form new leaves. 
This installation is composed of recycled paper and can be 
exhibited outside for a long time, but eventually, it too will 
decompose. Public gardens bring such joy; a single gold leaf 
is hidden in the work for audiences to discover with childlike 
excitement.

Anne Palmer  derives immense joy from life-drawing, 
sculpting and community art projects. Her works have been 
exhibited in Australia and the US. As her  sculptures and 
installations have grown over time she is   delighted to be now able 
to place works in public spaces.

 Being Keepers Revising our own narratives 
is an important component in humanity and wellbeing, 
especially for those at turning points in their lives and in the 
aftermath of extreme experiences. The work explores gentle 
art interventions for the public by creating environmental-
collaborative temporal-architectures in/with the public while 
exploring a new way of understanding security, survival, and 
wellbeing during uncertainty. 

Ryoko Kose  is an artist and a PhD candidate at RMIT 
University, arriving in Melbourne as a transnational voluntary 
evacuee from the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster. She has a 
Master of Arts (Art in Public Space) at RMIT University. She has 
exhibited widely in Japan, France and Australia.
with Danielle Minett  primarily explores ideas as 
an artist and art therapist around connection, memory and the 
intrinsic healing power of art and creativity.

1918
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Refuge In 2019, the artist and thousands of other 
creatures had to evacuate their home due to fire. Soon after, 
she observed the unusual sight of hundreds of birds wheeling 
around our urban streets. They, as with all refugees, had lost 
their native homes and were roaming, searching for a new 
place to rest and thrive. As pressures mount, a secure place to 
call home is becoming rarer for both humans and animals.

Saskia Everingham  is a textile artist working in the 
Blue Mountains. Although felt is her main medium, she embraces 
all textile practices, attracted by the notion of “putting things 
together” that textiles offer. She is particularly interested in ideas 
around home and homelessness, a topic that is becoming urgent 
around the world.

My Happy Place is inspired by Eden Gardens, 
exploding with colour and joy. Walking through the gardens 
provides a sense of calm yet playfulness; feelings captured 
within the artist’s work. Oversized plants and flowers 
highlight the abundance of colour, texture and never-ending 
possibilities where nature is concerned. Thompson shares her 
“happy place” through the use of crochet, colour, imagination 
and nature.

Alison Thompson  has been crocheting for eight 
years and during this time she has used her practice to inspire 
others within the community, whether it be in installation works, 
workshops or by developing new patterns. She has exhibited at 
various outdoor activations.  Her works evoke conversations and 
“yarning”, often triggering emotional reactions, and offer a place 
to feel at home embraced in the colour and comfort of crochet. 

2120
poa
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Bayangan  is a series of kinetic sculptures with shapes 
loosely referring to Javanese gunungan or kayon, a symbol 
used in the staging of wayang kulit (shadow puppetry), 
incorporating the tree of life symbol (pohon kahuripan). The 
word bayangan literally means shadow and, in the extended 
meaning, imagination. This sculpture is a play between the 
meanings of the symbols, imagining that we can take shelter 
and think beyond our daily activities, contemplating the 
larger question that is life.

Pamela Lee Brenner & Johannes 
Muljana are visual artists, sculptors and designers 
exploring the expression of artistic ideas using physical and 
digital media, through sculpture, augmented reality, animation, 
performance, installations and multimedia. Combined, their works 
have been seen in many exhibitions around Australia.

Knots of Eden  
“We see Eden as a place of opportunity to bring together 
people.” Anna Ainsworth, owner/director, Eden Gardens. 
Gardens can serve as a place of refuge for healing and 
reconnecting displaced people with their native roots. As an 
immigrant, Leung expresses her desire to connect with local 
people and the surrounding landscape through her creative 
work. This site-specific installation, situated between west 
and east directions, creates a dialogue between Western and 
Eastern culture. 

Pamela Leung  is a Hong Kong Sydney-based multi-
media artist, gaining a MFA from the National Art School in 2016. 
Following this, Leung received the Emerging Artist Prize in the 
65th Blake Prize 2018, and has exhibited internationally. Pamela 
explores the routines of everyday life, relationships, connections, 
displacement, and the diaspora. 
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Sticks & Stones “Sticks and stones will break my 
bones but names will never hurt me.” Can our words heal our 
relationship to the Earth? Or do we need to move beyond 
words and into different realms? The invitation is to slow down, 
becoming embodied as you walk the path of the labyrinth.  
The accompanying sound piece, via QR code, can help guide  
you beyond the chatter of the active mind. Can you be immersed  
and allow feelings to emerge beyond words, even for a moment?  
Can this knowledge weave new paths of meaning for your 
relationship to landscape?

Elizabeth West  is an environmental artist, exploring 
relationships to environments and resources. Her practice 
is evolving towards immersive and interactive installations. 
Driven by the power of art to influence insight, her works strive to 
invite new perspectives on self, environment and relationships. 

Floral Odyssey  is a journey through the gardens 
here at Eden and is a piece that is designed to evolve 
throughout the six months of the exhibition. The first stage of 
the installation is the embodiment of Shepherd’s own journey: 
“Flowers are my passion, be it their intoxicating scent, the 
delicacy of a petal or an unforgettable colour”.  

Cyanotype printed flowers are themselves worked 
into floral motifs, echoing flora found in the gardens 
during different times of the year.  The second phase 

is a collaboration with students from Father Chris Riley’s Youth 
Off The Streets, working on new elements from the garden.  

Lisa Shepherd  is a visual artist specialising in 
photographic cyanotypes and printmaking.  Her works are 
continuously experimenting with this process and her distinctive 
style subtly expresses the unique atmosphere of Australian flora. 
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The Walk Forward I I  In many traditional 
cultures, the Matriarch is the head of the household. Cultural 
knowledge such as language and food were passed on 
in day-to-day settings, and elders would have profound 
influence over younger women in the family. Whilst modern 
lifestyles, migration and separation of families through these 
current challenging times have challenged the maintenance 
of cultural practices, this artwork celebrates the strength 
of womanhood. The Banyan tree of India is a symbol of 
migration and the strength of traditional roots as it lays on 
Wallumatta Land in Eden Gardens.

Neelam Gopalani  is an emerging artist with a 
multidisciplinary practice from painting into installation works. 
With a Fine Arts degree (UNSW) she exhibited in both group and 
solo shows, creating  site-specific works that convey a story and 
prompt audiences to pause and explore. 

Small Bird Scattered over gathered bush materials 
are myriad bleached clay small birds. Are they alive? Are 
they dead? Is this a nest? Or is it a grave, like a midden? 
This installation is a meditation on the vulnerability of our 
precious urban bush environment, its fragile ecosystem at 
risk from habitat loss, introduced predators and dominance of 
large native birds from a species imbalance. 

Christina Frank  has a background in architecture and 
a drawing-based art practice which finds expression in various 
media, extending to sculptural installation. 
Michelle Perrett  is a contemporary sculptor known  
for her porcelain botanical sculpture and installations. 

Both artists have exhibited widely  
in group and solo events. 

The birds will be offered for sale to raise 
funds for Cancer Council NSW.
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Cave of Yhi  Enter the Cave of Yhi, sit and watch the 
textures dance and the colours sing. Listen to the sounds 
of nature and think back to memories of your childlike 
spirit. This work entwines the artist’s memory of a cave she 
played “pretend” in with her family together with the dream 
time story of Yhi, a solar deity: the artist’s childhood hero. 
Constructed from hundreds of recycled coffee sacks, with 
hand sewn texture to resemble rock, and hand painted to 
capture the magic of Yhi. 

Chloe Alice has playfully created this work to complement  
the Eden Gardens permanent work, Adam and Eve in the Garden 
of Eden (2009) by Trevor Weekes, making a natural home for his 
'fantasy flowers'. 

Zenova Flower  delivers a dance of rainbows 
forever changing with the sun, reflecting and casting 
exuberant colour. This piece speaks to your inner child as 
it plays with the sun and transports light into colour. The 
Zenova Collection is from out of this world, making audiences 
wonder what plants from a different universe could resemble.  
The Zenova Flower was made from 100% materials found on 
the curb side and constructed with 90% recycled hardware.

Chloe Alice  creates immersive installations, made from 
reclaimed materials, which transport audiences into her creative 
mind through surreal landscapes and mystical creations. She 
produces artwork, lighting designs, installations and founded  
In Colour Creative, which designs and hand makes works for events, 
public displays, festivals and for private commissions and sales. 
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wings of eden is inspired by international street 
artist Kelsey Montague,  but with an Eden Gardens leafy twist. 
Standing guard at the entrance, it keeps at bay a succulent snake 
titled The Trickster, (another piece created by staff members). 
This evolving collaborative piece is being created by staff and 
the broader community, and aims to develop a virtual presence 
on social media. The work invites people to step into the picture 
and become winged heavenly version of themselves, posting their 
photo and sharing what inspires them and "lifts them up".

Eden Gardens  is involved with a number of charities 
and community groups. This work aims at engaging everyone – 
including staff,  local schools, Father Chris Riley’s Youth Off The 
Streets – to  craft our own guardian angel. The 'feathers' are to be 
leaf forms that are also part of a bigger colouring-in competition.  
To get involved contact curator@edengardens.com.au

Listening to Trees: Eden The process 
of creating this work involved the artist collaborating in 
pattern and mark making with the environment’s energy. 
The movements of both the painter and the trees, hanging 
and dripping paint, became a performance piece embodying 
connection, and ultimately communication between them. 
The artist then disrupted this natural pattern by cutting 
up the work, creating a new artwork, serving as a metaphor 
for the human need to change the environment to suit 
themselves. Combined with a gum tree torso peeking though 
the house, a sound installation and a grove of lemon scented 
gums, this space becomes an immersive conversation.

Jan Cleveringa B.Arts, Sydney University. A Sydney-
based artist who exhibits widely,  winning first place in Lake 
Light Sculpture, Jindabyne 2019; Eden Unearthed 2019; and the 
Environment Prize at Sydney & Scenic Sculpture  2019.
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The Trickster In the biblical story, Adam and 
Eve were tempted by a deceptive serpent to disobey God’s 
instruction. Tricked into disobedience, Adam and Eve gained 
the knowledge of good and evil embodied in the forbidden 
fruit. In the modern Eden Gardens, surrounded by Lane Cove 
National Park, snakes play a vital role in the continuation 
of a healthy ecosystem. However, within the Sydney urban 
environment, where an abundance of garden snakes often 
encroach onto the retail landscape, they are both protected 
and frightening. Emerging from the garden, The Trickster 
represents a mischievous presence within a garden paradise. 

Caleb Fletcher & Christopher Stenta 
are horticultural apprentices working at Eden Gardens. By 
teaming up to further develop their plant knowledge and explore 
interactivity of space for this display, they’ve taken their  everyday 
horticultural knowledge into an innovative and artistic space.

FutureProofing  is a series of sculptures based 
upon microscopic images of seeds in the global Millennium 
Seed Bank, founded in 2000 to stock away viable seeds in case 
we need them to restore plant populations in the future. By 
transforming these seeds into larger, more colourful versions 
of themselves, attention is drawn to the almost unbelievably 
quirky, unique beauty of the microscopic world of plant 
reproduction and the important work of seedbanks. Made from 
recycled and material offcuts, they are presented in a museum 
like display case as precious objects in need of preservation. 

Mimi Dennett  creates  installations, sculptures 
and costumes and has exhibited extensively nationally and 
internationally, and is a recipient of an Australia Council Grant 
and Residency. She often works collaboratively with composers, 
choreographers, performers and other artists, creating works 
addressing the difficulties facing the natural environment. 
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Rain in 42° Rain can have negative implications, but 
Christy feels safe and sound under the rain with an umbrella, 
and expresses her love of rain through seventeen suspended 
umbrellas with colourful dangling pompoms. The pompoms 
starts with the colour blue, representing fresh raindrops from 
the sky. After falling onto the umbrella, the pompoms change 
into the colours of the rainbow. The rainbow symbolises the 
hope and happiness the artist wishes to bring to the audience, 
and represents how she feels under an umbrella. The rain 
recording, coming from different directions, enhances the 
audience’s rainscape experience.

Christy Sin  is a fine art student from Hong Kong majoring 
in sculpture at UNSW. She is interested in working with human/
nature relationships and expressing herself through natural 
materials and found objects

Fragile  A hive is drawn out in linear form, as if from 
a memory. The repeating hexagonal structure builds a 
honeycomb, at once delicate and unyielding. Suspended in 
the air, the structure floats, weightless, a moment of pause, of 
nature on the precipice. The miniscule world of the beehive is 
scaled up to macro form in a poetic homage to the 1,700 native 
bee species we share the land with in Australia.  
Worldwide bees are experiencing population decline largely 
due to the use of pesticides; this architecture of natural form 
becomes a future relic for a world without bees.

Caroline Kronenberg  is a Sydney-based sculptor 
and installation artist. Enacting a “zoom in/zoom out” in her work, 
she explores the macrocosm of infinite time alongside the fleeting 
experiences of our personal, human timescale. Natural patterns, 
the forces of nature and universal themes offer shared experiences 
of our place in the greater chain of existence.
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After exploring Eden Unearthed, grab a voting form or head 
online to vote for your favourite. You’ll be in the monthly draw 
to win lunch for two at the Gardens Restaurant & Terrace Bar. 
Or, tag your social media photo of the art #edenunearthed, and 
you could be one of the monthly winners of a $50 gift voucher.

Voting forms are at the The Gardens Restaurant  
& Terrace Bar, or scan the QR code to vote online.  
One vote only per person.  
Drawn on the first of each month.

Votefor your favourite

Win lunch or a gift voucher!Win lunch or a gift voucher!

or share a picor share a pic

EDEN  
UNEARTHED
WORKSHOPS

At Eden we aim to  
inspire, enable and guide  
all  towards successful gardens. 
With our arts & crafts  
workshops it’s no different.

Learning from the exhibition artists themselves 
is a unique opportunity to improve your own 
skills and express your creativity.
The workshops include all materials and hospitality,  
enabling you to just enjoy the artistic process while we  
look after everything else. Just show up and dive in!  
Our unique garden setting allows for natural materials to  
be your inspiration, and the outdoor rooms to become our 
studios. Be guided by skilful, experienced artists, all in  
a COVID-safe and socially distanced environment. 

Thank you to the Eden Unearthed artists who are  
holding workshops especially for our charity 
partners, donating their time and all proceeds.

scan qr code for all 
workshop info & bookings
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twine time ✤ Jan 23 10am–11.30am $45*

shadow puppets ✿	 Jan 23 
Puppet-making 10am–11.30am $65 
Stop-motion film-making 11.45am–1.15pm $45

cyanotype Jan 30 10am–12pm $85*

fortune cookies ✤ Feb 5 10am–11.30am $60

small bird ✿ March 12 10am–12pm $60*

small bird adult workshop plus curator's tour  
 March 12 2pm–4.30pm $95*

papier mÂché clay sculpture 
              March 20 & 27, April 3 & 10 9am–12pm $145**

felt pods ✤ April 9 10am–12.30pm $90*

crochet daffodils ✤ 
 April 10 10am–12.30pm $85

collage in the garden ✿ 
 April 14 10am–11.00am $10

beginner's lace April 30 9am–2pm $125**

upcycled wall hanging ✤ 
 April 30 2.30pm–5pm $55*

✿ suitable for children 7+    ✤	suitable for children 13+ 
* includes morning or afternoon tea   **includes morning tea + lunch

2022 workshop program
twine time   Sunday 23 January  
 10am–11.30am $45

How long is a piece of string? This creative and fun 
workshop with artist Danielle Minett may give you the 
answer. Participants will learn the art of string sculpture, 
making interesting patterns on boards. No previous 
experience required. Morning tea included.  Ages 7+

shadow puppets  Sunday 23 January 
Puppet-making   10am–11.30am $65 
Stop-motion film-making 11.45am–1.15pm $45

Unleash your imagination with the creators of the Bayangan, 
(awarded Highly Commended), Johannes Muljana and 
Pamela Lee Brenner, to learn about the traditional meaning 
behind the shadow puppets and their history, and make your 
own two toned shadow puppet.

This session is followed by a stop animation workshop, where 
you can learn how to film your own stop animation using your 
puppet – a skill you can use for many implementations.

Ages 7+

2022 workshops
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cyanotype    
Sunday 30 January 10am–12pm $85

Join Lisa Shepherd, floral artist, 
cyanotype printmaker and creator of 
Floral Odyssey learning how to press 
and print flowers from your garden. After 
a quick introduction to the history of 
cyanotypes, you will be shown how to 
safely mix and coat paper, and then expose 
your design to ultraviolet light (from the 
sun), producing beautiful Prussian blue 
coloured art. You will be guided in design 
composition and shown how to create 
visually pleasing artwork step-by-step. 
Morning tea included.  Adult

2022 workshops

small bird   Saturday 12 March  
Ages 7+ 10am–12pm $60 
Adult 2pm–4.30pm $95

Artist Christina Frank, (with Michelle Perrett), made a work 
for Eden Unearthed that celebrates small native birds in our 
environment, but also considers their vulnerability. As a 
fundraiser for Cancer Council NSW, Christina is generously 
donating her time for the adult workshops, as well as a small 
clay bird sculpture from the installation for each participant.

In the morning session, kids 13+ will visit the sculpture  
Small Bird with the artists, look and listen 
for birds, draw some small bird species, 
and then make their own clay sculptures. 
Morning tea included. 

For the adults in the afternoon, a visit to Small Bird will extend 
to a curator's tour of the entire exhibition. Workshop participants 
will then be guided and inspired by Christina in making their 
own clay birds to take home, as well as one of the original birds 
from the installation. Afternoon tea included. 

papier mÂché clay sculpture 
March 20 & 27, April 3 & 10 9am–12pm $145

In this workshop series of four half-day sessions, explore the 
garden and examine different types of foliage with artist Anne 
Palmer, who will then take you through the basics of building 
your own sculptural forms through paper mâché clay sculpture. 
Participants will come away with a collection of small hand-made 
leaves that can be displayed inside or outdoors. A behind the 
scenes tour of the centre will end the final workshop.        Adult

ceramic fortune cookies  
Saturday February 5  10am–11.30am $60

In his work Ritual Rainbow Gathering, artist Jayanto Tan explores  
family and cultural traditions. Celebrate Lunar New Year by 
making your own ceramic fortune cookies with him.    Ages 12+
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felt pods   Saturday 9 April  
 10am–12.30pm $90

Inspired by Refuge? Have you ever considered creating your own 
hanging habitat? Join award-winning artist Saskia Everingham 
in our design studio as we squelch and squeeze fibres in felt. 
You’ll learn the art of felt making and go home with a pod to  
hang in your garden. Morning tea included.  Ages 13+

crochet & stitch daffodils 
Sunday 10 April 10am–12.30pm $85

Join the passionate crafter and creator of the exhibition's My 
Happy Place, textile artist Alison Thompson, to craft your own 
fabulous daffodil or flower. Can't crochet? That's ok, we will 
show you how to sew or craft a beautiful daffodil, or any flower, 
instead. Eden Unearthed regular Alison is generously donating 

her time as a fundraiser for  
Cancer Council NSW.      Ages 13+

2022 workshops

Business lunches, workshops, conference spaces,  
cocktail party, fresh air breaks. 

 Eden Gardens Macquarie Park  Ph 0422 712 617 events@edengardens.com.au

Break out to bliss
CO R P O R AT E  V E N U E S

BOOK NOW 
New packages 
now available
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collage in the garden 
Thursday 14 April 10am–11.00am $10

Get the kids hands-on these school holidays and make a 
garden collage with the help of Casting A Shadow artist and 
sculptor Rmsina Daniel. Suitable for children 7+,  younger 
children are welcome to attend, but please be advised they 
will need constant parental assistance.      Ages 7+

bobbin lace for beginners 
Sunday 30 April 9am–2pm $125

Mary Barron is an accomplished crafter who will introduce 
you to the off-loom technique of bobbin lace making, which 
was first developed in the 1400’s. At the end of the workshop 
you will have learnt some basic stitches and have completed 
a bespoke bookmark to take home with you.   
Morning tea & lunch included.   Adult

upcycled wall hanging 
Sunday 30 April 2.30pm–5pm $55

Inspired by the incredible hanging work Scribbly Gum Lace? 
Learn the first basic stitch of bobbin lacemaking and create 
a small wall hanging yourself with artist Mary Barron. 
Afternoon tea included.  Ages 13+

april 2022 workshops

Westfield Miranda • Warringah Mall Bondi Junction  • Castle Towers 

Hornsby • Rouse Hill Town Centre       gro-urbanoasis.com.au

Surround yourself              in plant style & wellness at gro

 
plants, pots & contemporary homewares
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but wait there’s more!but wait there’s more!
There’s much more to learn,  

explore & unearth
You don’t have to be at Eden Gardens to enjoy the 

Unearthed exhibition. This catalogue is online, with 
wealth of behind-the-scenes videos, interviews, photos 

and stories about the art and the artists. Plus,  
a virtual audio tour of the exhibition, guided by curator 

Meredith Kirton, and reflections on Eden Unearthed 
from UNSW Dept of Art & Design staff and students.

The accessibility of the gardens, coupled with this 
interactive catalogue, makes this exhibition one of the 

most inclusive art installation displays in Australia. 
Utilise the pram or disabled access, or experience the 
exhibition online, from wherever you are. If you would 
like to borrow a braille and large print version of the 

catalogue, drop into our reception for a copy.

v
Many thanks to Rae Bolotin, Graham Forsyth and Allan Giddy for 

selecting and judging the works for this exhibition; to Claire Boyle from Royal 
Rehab for judging the accessibility award; and to Paul from St Edmund’s School 
for the large print and braille version of the catalogue. Sincere appreciation to 

Shannon Foster, D’harawal Knowledge Keeper, for her valued involvement in the 
exhibition launch, and to Costa Georgiadis for his support. Ongoing gratitude 
to Caroline Verity and Brian Rapsey for their significant contributions. Finally, 

to the team at Eden Gardens and Regal Gardens for their help and support.
8

enriching through the community

Unearthing potential and talent with 
our community partners is always a 
particularly rewarding part of this 
exhibition. Thanks to Lisa Shepherd for 
the planned collaboration with students 
from Father Chris Riley’s Youth Off The 
Streets, fostering their creativity as 

they embark on a ‘Floral Odyssey’, and to Christina 
Frank and Michelle Perrett, who will be raising 
funds for the NSW Cancer Council by offering the 
birds in their installation for sale.

It is also wonderful to develop the accessibility 
of art, with a large print and Braille catalogue 
developed with St Edmunds School, and the 
Accessibility Award sponsored by the Royal Rehab 
Foundation. Thanks too to the artists contributing 
to the community around Eden through their 
workshops: the lessons being learnt about country, 
community and the environment are priceless. 

Lastly, the reward in seeing the children’s art trail 
develop into a wonderful extension of the garden lies 
in the many smiles and satisfied enquiring minds.

Anna Ainsworth
Owner & Director of Eden Gardens
Director, Eden Foundation
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Graham Forsyth  Deputy President,  
Academic Board. Associate Professor  
UNSW Art & Design, UNSW Sydney
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Much of the work in this  Much of the work in this  

year’s exhibition resonates year’s exhibition resonates 

with an awareness of the with an awareness of the 

uncertainty and peril uncertainty and peril 

generated by fires and viral generated by fires and viral 

pandemic, but also with the pandemic, but also with the 

strong need to construct strong need to construct 

refuges and connections, refuges and connections, 

places of pause, of home, places of pause, of home, 

security, and rootedness. security, and rootedness. 

This is the real strength of This is the real strength of 

eden unearthed. It’s never  eden unearthed. It’s never  

just art in a garden, but just art in a garden, but 

always places the garden  always places the garden  

and the art in the context  and the art in the context  

of ideas and challenges.of ideas and challenges.

scan qr for all the info




