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The Butterfly Garden is an entertaining introduction to the life cycle of a 
butterfly – played out by a fat caterpillar, a hungry kookaburra and a cast of 
beautiful butterflies. Spare and simple, The Butterfly Garden also weaves in 
the idea of how the kookaburra got his laugh. 

Fern Martins illustrations are a mix of strong colour and transluscent beauty. 
Her stained-glass interpretations of the cocoon at its various stages show its 
ephemeral quality in a joyful and fluid way.

This feel-good board book for Early Childhood will bring a smile to all readers.

Michael Torres
Michael Torres is a Jabirr Jabirr man whose 
clan is from the Broome area of the Kimberley 
Region of Western Australia. Michael is a 
consummate storyteller, writer and artist. He 
is the author of the much loved Dead’s Man’s 
Gold (Magabala Books 2010) which has recently been released as a New 
Edition. Michael lives in Darwin.

Fern Martins
Fern Martins is a descendant of the Ngarabul people of northern New South Wales and the Waki 
Waki people of the southern coastal area of Queensland. She has illustrated and written several 
children’s picture books. Fern has exhibited widely over an arts career that has spanned 40 years. 
She was a founding member of the Boomalli Aboriginal Artists Collective. 


