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When she wakes up, she is still in the dormitory.

At the end of each day, she is exhausted. Every night 

she dreams of going back home and running into her 

mother’s arms.

Spreading the seeds of our culture ...
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‘Taking a deep breath, she places the key in the lock. She turns the key 
and the door swings open. She takes her first step towards home.’ And so 
comes a glimmer of hope for a young Aboriginal girl taken from all she 
knows and loves.

Stolen Girl is a fictionalised account of the now universally known story of 
the Stolen Generation and tells of an Aboriginal girl taken from her family 
by the government and sent to a children’s home.

Each night she sings, and dreams of her mother and the life they once 
shared — of sitting on the veranda of their corrugated-iron home, cooking 
damper and hunting goanna. 

But each morning she is woken by the bell to the harsh reality of the chil-
dren’s home, until finally one day she puts into action her carefully crafted 
plan.

In Stolen Girl, author Trina Saffioti gives young readers an insight into the life 
of a child taken away from everything they know into an alien world without love. It captures the depth of 
emotion that was felt by thousands of Australians during this dark chapter in the nation’s history. 

Saffioti now lives in Wellington, New Zealand, but is a descendant of the Gugu Yulangi people of North 
Queensland. This is her second title published by Magabala Books, and she is influenced by the creation sto-
ries her grandmother told her and the family stories of her mother.

The story is brought to life in mixed media illustrations by celebrated Australian artist Norma MacDonald. Mac-
Donald is a Yamitji woman, born in the coastal town of Geraldton in WA. Her work is held in collections at the 
National Gallery in Canberra, the Art Gallery of Western Australia, the Berndt Museum of Anthropology and 
the University of Western Australia amongst others.

Stolen Girl will be available from March 2011 in bookshops and online at www.magabala.com for $19.95.
Launched in 1987, Magabala Books is a not-for-profit Aboriginal Corporation, based in Broome, that aims to 
promote, preserve and publish Indigenous Australian culture.

COMING SOON: Magabala March Release
Touching tale of hope brings dark chapter to life

Weeks and months pass. Winter comes and 

the girls are made to do their exercises in 

the yard. Shivering, they huddle together 

trying to get warm.


