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When a group of desert children invite their school teacher, Mrs White, home 
for dinner to show her why their homework is always grubby, no-one expects 
what is to come! 

They are happily showing Mrs White their higgledy piggledy garden when 
suddenly a big red sand storm comes billowing over the hill. Sand and spinifex 
whips at their legs and flies at their heads. They can hardly see through the 
storm. 

They hurry back home, only to discover that everything is now red. Their 
lovely clean house is covered in red dust. The beds are red. The washing on 
the line is red. The table is red. Their delicious dinner is red and ruined. And 
Mrs White’s clean white dress has turned into a dusty red dress. Now Mrs 
White finally knows why the children’s homework is always so grubby!

About the author and illustrator

Josie Wowolla Boyle is a Wonghi woman from WA. She is 
an acclaimed storyteller, singer and visual artist who for 
many years has entertained people with stories from her 
Wongutha heritage. Her other books include Bubbay: 
A Christmas Adventure and The Spotty Dotty Lady (both 
illustrated by Fern Martins).

Maggie Prewett is a descendant of the Ngarluma people of 
the Pilbara region of WA. Maggie is a celebrated artist and 
has illustrated several Magabala Books’ children’s titles 
including The Old Frangipani Tree at Flying Fish Point (Trina 
Saffioti), The Grumpy Lighthouse Keeper (Terrizita Corpus), 
and the award-winning Two Mates (Melanie Prewett).

A lyrical story from a master storyteller that celebrates the transformative 
nature and beauty of the Australian outback in a joyful and humorous way
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