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BABY BUSINESS

A warm and loving story about an ancient First Nations ritual,
brought in to present-day context to share with young children

Baby Business tells the story of the baby smoking ceremony that
welcomes baby to country. The smoke is a blessing - it will protect
the baby and remind them that they belong. This beautiful ritual is

recounted in a way young children will completely relate to.

Jasmine Seymour

Jasmine Seymour is a Darug woman
and descendant of Maria Lock, who
was the daughter of Yarramundi, the
Boorooberongal elder who had met
Governor Phillip on the banks of the
Hawkesbury River in 1791. Maria was the
first Aboriginal woman to be educated
by the Blacktown Native Institute. She was married to carpenter
and convict, Robert Lock and their union resulted in thousands
of descendants who can all trace their Darug heritage back past
Yarramundi.
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It is Jasmine’s wish that through her books, everyone will know that the Darug mob are still here, still strong. Jasmine is a primary

school teacher in the Hawkesbury area of NSW. Baby Business is her first book.

‘Warm smoke from the fire
on your feet to connect you
to Country.

VLT,

* Listen now my Gurung.
Warm smoke from the fire

on your ears from

your totem, the bee.

In Dreaming,

before you were born,

* I heard the song

~ ofthe bees.

You must always

care for your totem

and do it no harm.

For enquiries contact: ‘ Ph: (08) 9192 1991 .
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Spreading the seeds of our culture
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Celebrating the talent and diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices through the publication of quality literature




