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Preface

Why a book on preaching the wedding sermon? The ques-
tion has several answers. First, it is the one area of occasional 
sermon preaching that offers the fewest available resources to 
ministers. While there are numerous wedding manuals that dis-
cuss the planning of the entire wedding service, the preaching 
itself is generally referred to only in a tangential way. Why is 
this? Given the unique aspects of every wedding, a minister’s 
decision to preach at them is necessarily idiosyncratic. It is a 
homiletical area of work that is often without guidelines or 
precedents and, therefore, usually without resources.

Many personal and public factors contribute to conduct-
ing a marriage service, such as where it is held, which couples 
are eligible for marriage, the governance of a church’s worship 
committee, and pastoral preferences related to whether there 
will even be proclamation. Certainly, the rubrics that focus on 
Sunday preaching or occasional preaching, such as at funerals, 
are generally absent in the arena of wedding proclamation. 
A decision to preach at one wedding may not hold true for 
 another. This resource is a response to the wide array of pro-
clamatory decisions a pastor confronts when discerning what 
is appropriate for a given wedding.

The need for a wedding sermon resource has also evolved 
out of my experiences as a homiletics instructor at Gettysburg 
Lutheran Theological Seminary. Beyond the occasional article, 
no materials currently exist for students interested in learning 
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about the genre of wedding proclamation. And yet, outside of 
Sunday proclamation, it will be a type of preaching they will 
most often encounter in their ministries.

Furthermore, as a Lutheran parish pastor for a number of 
years, I became intrigued by the variety, rationale, and proc-
lamation of wedding sermons. What is this kind of preaching 
anyway? I found myself simultaneously amused and frustrated as 
I created my own wedding sermons. Further studies in the areas 
of classical rhetorical and historical homiletics provided some 
answers for me about the origins of contemporary forms of 
the wedding sermon. The ancient Greeks and Romans always 
seemed to have “been there first,” and in the case of wedding 
discourse, this has proven delightfully so. In fact, earlier classical 
sources reveal much deeper refinements in wedding discourse 
than we yet dare contemplate.

Readers of this volume will note the wide array of refer-
ences to people and preaching of many times and places. The 
treasures of historical preaching are infrequently tapped, and it 
remains our loss that this is so. Valuable perspectives on human-
ity are not time-bound, and selections from different sources 
in this book prove that this is so.

Above all else, one of the most pervasive, though sometimes 
subtle, influences on this work are those marriages—current 
and past—I have encountered in my daily life that witness in 
countless and loving ways to the incarnational truth and mean-
ing of marriage to which this volume speaks.

In rhetorical studies over the centuries, students were 
taught to keep what are called “commonplace books,” col-
lections of useful thoughts, illustrations, and topics for future 
use in speeches. While this book certainly acts as a map for 
pondering and writing wedding sermons, it will have served 
its purpose well as a commonplace book if a word, a topic, 
or a phrase elicits for the reader an idea for that “just right” 
wedding  sermon.




















