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27 February 2020 

 

The Wellington Company 

50 Manners Street 

Te Aro 

 

 

Attention: Ian Cassels 

 

 
 

Dear Ian 

 

Shelly Bay Taikuru – Traffic Explained 

 

We herewith provide further explanation around traffic volume expectations on Shelly Bay Road, following the completion 

and full occupancy of the proposed mixed-use development. 

 

 

The reported forecast figure of ‘up to’ 6000 vehicles per day for Shelly Bay Road includes both existing 2500 

vehicle movements made along the road, plus the net addition of 3500 vehicle movements generated by the 

development, once it is fully complete and occupied. 

 

Both are ‘busy day’ numbers.  That is, the 2500 vehicles per day currently using Shelly Bay Road represents 

the busier daily volumes experienced in the summer, with flows during the balance of the year being typically 

40% smaller at around 1500 vehicles per day.  The forecast development traffic at 3500 vehicle movements per 

day is based on higher-end car mobility generation rates, which are promised to be mitigated through a 

combination of alternative transport mode offerings, including ferry services, ride sharing, and cycling, and the 

resident demographic, which is anticipated to include a higher proportion of single and couple occupiers than 

families, generating fewer traffic movements overall than the standard suburban residential trip rates adopted in 

the forecast. 

 

With these characteristics, the higher volumes adopted for assessment purposes would be softened such that 

future traffic levels on Shelly Bay Road could vary from 4000 to 5000 and perhaps up to 6000 vehicle 

movements per day on the busiest days.  There will not be 6000 vehicle movements made each and every day. 

 

The volumes described are total vehicle movements.  That is, they represent the combined two-way flow on 

Shelly Bay Road, accounting for all vehicle comings and goings at Shelly Bay as well as for vehicles travelling 

further around the peninsula.  Most would include multiple movements of the same vehicles over the course of a 

day, making inbound and outbound trips to the likes of work, school, shops and recreational destinations. 

 

The peaks of this traffic will mostly occur during the weekday AM and PM commuter peaks and will not coincide 

with the current Shelly Bay Road peaks which typically occur through the middle of the day.  At these times, the 

net traffic additions to Shelly Bay Road would equate to on average of just 3-4 vehicles per minute passing each 

way.  By way of comparison, the much busier peak volumes on Miramar Avenue through the cutting involve 15-

16 vehicles per minute passing each way.  

 

http://www.stantec.com/


 
Page 2 

 
 

Shelly Bay Traffic Response_Stantec 

The resultant traffic environment on Shelly Bay Road will not present a continuous stream of vehicles, but rather 

maintain a character which is in keeping with a residential and recreational function, operating in an equivalent 

manner to other coastal roads in Wellington including The Esplanade in Island Bay and Marine Drive in 

Eastbourne.  Both roads have similar widths as Shelly Bay Road and accommodate daily volumes of 6000 to 

7000 vehicle movements per day with ease. 

 

Notably too, the current section of Shelly Bay Road between the site and Miramar includes traffic calming and a 

40km/h posted speed limit.  This will remain as a feature of the improved infrastructure of Shelly Bay Road, 

which will add a new off-road footpath and cycleway that does not currently exist.  This pathway, providing 

physical separation from moving traffic, will improve safety for existing and future pedestrians, cyclists and 

micro-mobility users, delivering an enhanced outcome that facilitates, supports and encourages sustainable 

mode use, linking with Wellington’s eastern gateway improvements along Cobham Drive and through Miramar. 

 

 

We trust this supplementary context to the future traffic environment on Shelly Bay Road serves to further explain the 

anticipated future situation, once the full development is in place.  

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Georgeson, Mark 

Group Manager - Transportation 

Stantec New Zealand 

 


