
wrath. The Zohar HaKadosh teaches that Hashem created the world 
so He could reveal the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy. These traits are 
drawn down and revealed by the avodas Hashem of the Jewish 
nation. Indeed, the numerical value (in mispar katan) of the word 
“Bereishis” which teaches that the world was created “b’shvil Yisrael 
shenikreu ‘reishis’” is thirteen, hinting to these thirteen traits which the 
Jewish nation was to reveal. The Avos HaKedoshim revealed the trait 
of “Kel,” the collective name of Kindness which represents the root of 
the other twelve Attributes of Mercy. Akin to the primary light of the 
sun, this trait of “Kel” is reflected by the other traits like the moon - 
embodied in the twelve months of the lunar calendar. As carriers of 
the collective torch of divine kindness kindled by the avos (“Kel”), the 
twelve shevatim allowed the other twelve Attributes of Mercy to come 
to expression through their avodah. Thus, the tzaddik writes that on a 
very deep level, Hashem told Moshe to collect sticks from the 
shevatim so that the twelve middos harachamim would be activated 
through their fulfillment of this command. This would ensure that the 
plague stopped for good. 






