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“As Hashem had commanded Moshe, so he counted them in 
Midbar Sinai…”

THE KEDUSHAS LEVI wonders about the wording of this pasuk. 
Wouldn’t a more direct way of saying that Moshe heeded the 
word of Hashem be, “And Moshe counted them in Midbar Sinai 
as Hashem had commanded him”? The tzaddik explains with a 
fascinating idea. The Zohar HaKadosh famously teaches that the 
600,000 letters in the Torah correspond to the 600,000 root souls 
of the Jewish nation. In the same way that each of our 248 limbs 
corresponds to one of the 248 mitzvos aseih and each of our 365 
veins and sinews correspond to one of the mitzvos lo sasieh, the 
Torah in its entirely aligns with our holy nation as a whole. Says 
the Berditchover, it emerges that when Moshe focused on each 
and every individual Jew in the process of taking the census, he 
was studying Torah! This is hinted to in the wording of our pasuk: 
“Kasher tzivah Hashem es Moshe” - the very words of the Torah 
which bear Hashem’s commandment for am Yisrael to be counted 
were studied by Moshe, “vayifkideim b’Midbar Sinai” - in the 

with the literal holiness of the Torah. A group of Jews forms a word. 
A larger group, a sentence. An even larger group, a paragraph. 
And so on and so forth, until the entire Torah becomes manifested 

in human form, shining with unparalleled illumination - brought to 
life within the vicissitudes of the human condition. This perspective 
can enable us to remember how important it is to cherish, respect, 
and value each and every Jew with whom we are privileged to 
come into contact. What a blessing to be a part of this exalted 
nation! Thank You Hashem! 
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Parsha Roundup A 60-second Review

Hashem commands Moshe to conduct a census of the twelve shevatim. Moshe counts 603,550 men ages 20 to 60. Shevet 

“ransom” to redeem themselves.

Upon preparing to travel, the Leviim dismantled and transported the Mishkan and reassembled it at the center of the next stop. The 
kohanim carried the vessels of the Mishkan and camped to its south; the Gershuni, in charge of its tapestries and roof coverings, to 
its west; and the families of Merari, who transported its wall panels and pillars, to its north. The tents of Moshe, Ahron, and Ahron’s 
sons were to the east of the entrance of the Mishkan. 

The twelve shevatim camped in four groups of three shevatim each. East: Yehudah, Yissachar, and Zevulun. South: Reuven, 
Shimon, and Gad. West: Ephraim, Manasheh, and Binyamin. North: Dan, Asher, and Naphtali. This formation was kept while 
traveling as well. Each tribe had its own nasi
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Tohameha Tasting the Depth of Shabbos Kodesh

V’SHAMERU B’NEI YISRAEL es haShabbos, laasos sefer Sidduro Shel Shabbos 
“keviya v’kayma”

avodah

Matan Torah pasuk “V’shameru b’nei Yisrael es haShabbos”
“laasos es haShabbos ledorosam”

pasuk “Bris olam”

This section is adapted from the sefer “Sidduro Shel Shabbos” by R’ Chaim of Chernowitz zy”a (1760-1816)

“And Hashem spoke to Moshe in Midbar Sinai in the Ohel Moed on 
the first day of the second month in the second year following their 

exodus from Mitzrayim, saying...”
teshuvah

“yetziyas mitzrayim”

“Hashem spoke to Moshe in Midbar Sinai”:

“in the 
Ohel Moed”:

“moed” chagim
“the first day of the second 

month”:
(“b’echad”)

teshuvah “la’chodesh”
“hasheini “in the second 

year following their exodus from the land of Egypt”:
meitzarim

P’nimiyus haParsha An Encounter with the Soul of the Torah

ever-present belief in his ability to become spiritually 
reborn again.
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