
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FOR PIPER COMANCHE
ADDITION TO THE STC GROUP AUTOPILOT AML

The STC Group, LLC (STC Group), is a Michigan limited liability company with its headquarters and principal place 
of business at 1701 West 5th Street, Oxnard Airport, Oxnard, California 93030. The STC Group is the owner of the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) Supplemental Type Certificate SA04230CH (“Installation and activation of a Trio Pro Pilot 
autopilot system”) (hereinafter, the Trio STC) that permits the use in certain certificated aircraft of the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot 
system designed and manufactured by Trio Avionics Corporation (Trio), a Delaware corporation with its principal offices 
located at 1905 N. Marshall Ave. #6, El Cajon, CA 92020.  The STC Group is currently engaged in the business of designing 
and installing hardware items (Installation Kits) that conform to the Trio STC and obtaining FAA approvals permitting 
installation and use of the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system in types of aircraft not presently on the STC Group’s Approved 
Models List (the Trio AML). Addition of various versions of the Piper Comanche aircraft type to the A/P AML are referred to 
hereinafter as “approval(s).” The STC Group has licensed Trio to act as the Parts Manufacturing Approval Authority (PMA) 
for all of the components of the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system.

BACKGROUND AND SCOPE OF THE PROJECT

A number of owners of Piper Comanche single- and twin-engine aircraft (hereinafter, the COMANCHE TYPE) have 
expressed sufficient interest in obtaining FAA approval of a modern, digital, low-cost autopilot like the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot 
system that they are willing to support the research, development and FAA documentation (the Project) necessary to add 
COMANCHE TYPE aircraft to the Trio AML. The STC Group has been informed that the PA-24-180, PA-24-250, PA-24-
260, PA-30 and PA-39 are identical airframes for purposes relevant to the Project.  The Project is contingent upon that 
representation being borne out after inspection of specimens of each Comanche model. If that representation proves to be 
inaccurate, the STC Group will have the right to cancel the Project or narrow it in scope.

The Project will not extend to the PA-24-400 as it is a unique aircraft with a number in service too small to justify a 
separate engineering project. The term COMANCHE TYPE does not include the PA-24-400.

The STC Group is informed by knowledgeable owners of the COMANCHE TYPE that the PA-30 and PA-39 multi-
engine models will require relatively minor hardware variations from the single engine models but it is uncertain whether, in
the case of these multi-engine models, the FAA’s certification process will add tests, limitations and costs above and beyond 
those required for the single engine models of the COMANCHE TYPE.  Addition of the PA-30 and PA-39 to the A/P AML is 
contingent upon the FAA not imposing additional requirements that will impose a material cost.  If the expectation of the 
single- and multi-engine models being treated the same proves to be inaccurate, the STC Group will have the right to narrow 
the Project including cancelling it with respect to adding the PA-30 and PA-39 to the Trio AML.

The provision of support services that the STC Group would otherwise have to provide is an essential condition for 
the commencement of the Project.  These support services (referred to hereinafter as Technical Support) consist of
engineering and drafting services by individuals (Technical Supporters) known to be knowledgeable with respect to the 
COMANCHE TYPE who have agreed that they will work as a contribution to the Project or for reduced and/or deferred 
payment based on the success of the Project and sales to Comanche owners.  The terms under which services-in-lieu-of-
cash will be provided as Technical Support are addressed in separate agreements with each such provider of such 
Technical Support.

To commence the Project, the STC Group requires cash deposits of no less than $10,000 and commitments from 
the owners of one PA-24-180, one PA-24-250, one PA-24-260 and one PA-30/39 aircraft: (1) to make such aircraft available 
for research and development as described hereinafter and (2) to purchase the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system for each such 
aircraft after addition of the specific model to the Trio AML The STC Group reserves the right to narrow the Project to 
specific models of the COMANCHE TYPE if the deposits, in the sole judgment of the STC Group, reflect shallow interest 
as to certain models.

In order to obtain deposits, the STC Group will publicize on its website (www.thestcgroupllc.com) that it is collecting 
cash deposits for the Project. Deposits collected for the Project are referenced hereinafter as the Development Fund and 
persons or entities making such cash deposits are referenced hereinafter as Depositors.

1

Depositors will be deemed to have agreed with the terms and conditions herein and to have accepted the same by 
tendering a deposit to the Development Fund.

CAVEAT – MODIFIED AIRCRAFT

In order to be economically feasible, the approval must cover a broad range of similar aircraft. There are STOL and 
other modifications for the COMANCHE TYPE aircraft which may not be compatible with the final design for installation of 
the “Pro Pilot”TM in the COMANCHE TYPE. The STC Group will, in its sole discretion, determine a final design which will be 
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usable for the most economically logical segment of the COMANCHE TYPE fleet.  This may result in an inability to equip 
some modified aircraft.

AGREEMENT

1. The above conditions and recitals are deemed to be integral terms of this Agreement.

2. Upon the receipt of cash deposits of $1,000 each from ten (10) prospective purchasers and services-in-lieu-of-
cash commitments acceptable to the STC Group, the STC Group will begin the designing, documenting and test flying 
required to add the COMANCHE TYPE to the AML for FAA Supplemental Type Certificate SA04230CH (hereinafter, the 
A/P AML).  Completion of the work will require the Depositors to obtain for the STC Group’s non-destructive inspection,
use and testing typical COMANCHE TYPE aircraft.  Initially, the STC Group will inspect typical PA-24-180, PA-24-250, PA-
24-260 and PA-30/39 airframes to determine hardware configurations. These initial inspections may require the STC Group 
to have access to each model of the aircraft for approximately two weeks during which it will be inspected, measured and 
photographed but not flown.  Upon completion of this initial inspection work, the STC Group will require access to and use 
of representative flying prototypes either at its Oxnard, California, Airport (KOXR) facility for installation and testing of the 
“Pro Pilot”TM or, alternatively, at the facility of one of the persons (Technical Supporters) selected to provide Technical 
Support.  Such flying prototypes must be airworthy with sufficient documentation of airworthiness to satisfy an FAA 
designated airworthiness representative (DAR) who will be assigned for placing each flying prototype in the Experimental
category for test flying and, after test completion, for returning the aircraft to Normal category.  (In many cases, this status 
may last less than a week.) Upon delivery to the STC Group, each prototype aircraft must be in specification as to rigging 
and as to the integrity of the aircraft’s pitot-static system.  If a prototype is not in specification, the STC Group or its 
Technical Supporter will make the necessary adjustments and repairs reserving the right to bill the aircraft owner for the 
work at then-current shop rates.  Aircraft provided as flying prototypes may be in the custody of the STC Group or 
of its Technical Supporter(s) for up to six (6) weeks and require that the aircraft be placed temporarily in 
Experimental Category to complete flight testing. During this prototype work, the owner of the aircraft will be required 
to continue insuring the aircraft.  The STC Group will not be liable for an hourly charge for use of the aircraft during flight 
testing but will pay for all fuel used. The actual flight time is estimated to be five (5) hours or less.

DEPOSITS BY CREDIT CARD MAY BE MADE BY ADDING THE COMANCHE PROJECT TO YOUR SHOPPING 
CART.  IF A REFUND IS MADE FOR ANY REASON THERE WILL BE A 5% CHARGE TO COVER THE CREDIT 
CARD PROCESSING FEE THAT THE STC GROUP INCURS ON A CASH PAYMENT AND REFUND.  THIS 5% 
CHARGE ALSO APPLIES TO INTER-BANK FUNDS TRANSFERS.  ANY PURCHASE QUESTIONS SHOULD 
BE DIRECTED TO JEFFREY ODUM at jeff@thestcgroupllc.com.

3. Until cash deposits in the amount of $10,000 are received, all cash deposits will be held in a savings account 
with Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., in the name of the STC Group and such funds will not be used for any purpose until the 
Project commences. This savings account may not accrue interest and, if it does, the amount will be nominal at current 
rates and the STC Group will not be required to account to the Depositors for such interest but may apply such interest to 
bank fees. If deposits are made by credit card, they will be subject to non-refundable fees imposed by the credit card 
processors.  Any refund to the Depositor will be net of such processing fees which, at a minimum, will be 5%. Similarly, 
any credit extended to the Depositor on the purchase price of the “Pro Pilot”TM will be based on the net received by the 
STC Group after deduction of an estimated 5% credit card processing fee.

4. If the Depositors fail to make deposits of $10,000, total, by October 1, 2020, or if the STC Group fails to receive 
commitments from qualified Technical Supporters for drafting and engineering services of a reasonable value of $10,000, 
all deposits will be returned to their respective Depositor without interest. The STC Group will have sole discretion to 
determine the value of the work-product to be provided in lieu of cash by the proposed Technical Supporters.  

5. The STC Group reserves the right not to commence any work on the Project until it has received the full amount 
of the deposits and sufficient service-in-lieu-of-cash commitments. The STC Group gives no guarantee as to the final date
of the Project, i.e., addition of the COMANCHE TYPE to the A/P AML. The STC Group will endeavor in good faith to obtain 
an addition of the COMANCHE TYPE aircraft to the A/P AML but will not be liable to refund any expended portion of the 
Development Fund if there are unforeseen delays in obtaining FAA approval or if there is an unanticipated change in 
regulatory requirements that makes it economically infeasible as defined in paragraph 8, below, to proceed with the Project.  
If and when the Project becomes economically infeasible the STC Group will refund to the Depositors, ratably, that portion 
of the Development Fund not then expended.

6. Depositors may request a full refund of their deposit up until the point in time that the $10,000 cash deposit 
target is reached. After that sum has been deposited, individual deposits will become refundable only under the 
circumstances outlined in this Agreement, e.g., non-completion of the Project. If, however, the final design is not compatible 
with a Depositor’s particular aircraft due to its modified configuration his/her/its deposit will be refunded. Depositors may 
assign their right to a credit on the purchase price to the owner of a COMANCHE TYPE aircraft.
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7. The STC Group represents to the Depositors that it believes that the COMANCHE TYPE aircraft is a suitable 
platform for addition to the A/P AML but the STC Group cannot be certain of this until it has conducted test flights which 
will require access to and use of a Prototype Aircraft which will be re-registered temporarily with the FAA (often for less 
than a week) in the Experimental Category. The Depositors further understand that the FAA may for reasons not 
anticipated by the STC Group determine that some or all models of the COMANCHE TYPE are not a suitable platform or 
may impose limitations as to which modifications of the COMANCHE TYPE are compatible with the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot 
system.

8. The STC Group cannot guarantee that the FAA will not impose new or additional certification test requirements 
previously not required for additions to the A/P AML which make addition of the COMANCHE TYPE to the Trio AML 
economically infeasible, e.g., certification testing or requirements imposing costs which, when combined with those 
experienced in obtaining prior Trio AML applications, would make the total expense incurred in excess of $30,000.  In the 
event that the FAA takes such action, the Depositors who have made deposits will have the option to direct the STC Group 
to abandon the Project or to advance to the STC Group the funds needed to complete any such new or additional 
certification test requirements.

9. Upon addition of the COMANCHE TYPE to the Trio AML, Depositors will be the first in line for the purchase of 
an installation kit and the associated electronics and harness of the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system. Depositors will initially 
receive a dollar-for-dollar credit towards the purchase price of the installation kit and the associated electronics and harness 
of the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system.  Additionally, on the six-month anniversary of the addition of the COMANCHE TYPE 
to the Trio AML, the STC Group will determine the total number of kits purchased for COMANCHE TYPE aircraft and will 
offer a discount based on the following scale.

Less Than 15 Sales All Models No Discount Trio Pro PilotTM With Capstan
RETAIL PRICE - $6,995.00

15 to 19 Sales All Models $6.750.00

20 to 24 Sales All Models $6,250

25 to 29 Sales All Models $5,995.00

30 or more Sales All Models $5,795.00

No discount will be offered for PA-30 and PA-39 kits unless there are a minimum of ten 
(10) sales for Twin Comanches prior to the six-month anniversary of the AML addition.
All amounts are in U.S. Dollars.
10. In the event that the STC Group fails in adding the COMANCHE TYPE to its Trio AML, the remedies of the 

Depositors, individually and collectively, shall be limited to a return of their deposit, without interest, or, if the Project is 
started and then is stopped, of so much of the deposit that has not been expended at the time that the STC Group stops 
work on the Project.

11. ALL PURCHASES OF THE INSTALLATION KIT AND THE ASSOCIATED ELECTRONICS AND HARNESS OF THE “PRO PILOT”TM

AUTOPILOT SYSTEM WILL BE SUBJECT TO THE CONSOLIDATED TRIO AVIONICS – STC GROUP LIMITED WARRANTY, COPY ATTACHED,
THE TERMS OF WHICH ARE EXPRESSLY INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE HEREIN. NOTHING IN THIS DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT, IN 
THE CONSOLIDATED TRIO AVIONICS – STC GROUP LIMITED WARRANTY OR IN THE INTERNET WEB PAGES OF TRIO AVIONICS OR OF 
THE STC GROUP SHOULD BE CONSTRUED AS A PROMISE, COMMITMENT OR CONTRACT TO OBTAIN APPROVAL FOR THE USE AND 
INSTALLATION OF THE AUTOPILOT SYSTEM BY ANY NON-U.S. REGULATORY AUTHORITY OR IN ANY AIRCRAFT NOT REGISTERED WITH 
THE UNITED STATES FAA.

12. All intellectual property, inventions or discoveries made or developed in the Project, including the inventions, 
discoveries or know how acquired by the Technical Supporters, will remain the sole and exclusive property of the STC 
Group. All notes, abstracts, memoranda, or other documents prepared by or for any Depositor or Technical Supporter 
which contain non-public, proprietary information or any discussion thereof, shall be destroyed or returned to the STC 
Group upon written request.  No disclosure of any proprietary information hereunder shall be construed as a public 
disclosure of such Proprietary Information for any purpose whatever.

13. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed as granting or conferring any rights to the Depositors 
other than the right to a refund under the conditions specified herein or to a purchase credit.  The Depositors and Technical 
Supporters, individually and collectively, will not acquire any intellectual property or royalty rights in Supplemental Type 
Certificate SA04230CH (“Installation and activation of a Trio Pro Pilot autopilot system”) as a result of participating in or 



financing the Project.  The right to sell or otherwise provide installation kits and the associated electronics and harness of 
the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system for installation and use in COMANCHE TYPE aircraft will remain the sole and exclusive 
right of the STC Group.

14. Except as is expressly stated and authorized in this Agreement, this Agreement may not be assigned.  No 
agency, partnership, joint venture or other business relationship shall be or is created by this Agreement.

15. Trio Avionics Corporation is and shall be understood to be an express third-party beneficiary of the covenants 
made herein by Type Representative and by the Depositors. 

16. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of California, without reference to its conflict of law rules. If an 
action is brought to enforce this agreement, such action will be brought in the state or federal courts in or for Ventura 
County, California. Each party will bear its own costs and attorney’s fees.

17. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as limiting or waiving the agreement to submit warranty claims to 
arbitration as set forth in the attached LIMITED WARRANTY.

18. TRIO AVIONICS CORPORATION AND THE STC GROUP MAKE NO REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTIES AS TO THE 
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OF THE TRIO PRO PILOT AUTOPILOT SYSTEM AND THE INSTALLATION 
KIT EXCEPT AS STATED IN THE ATTACHED LIMITED WARRANTY.

19. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties and supersedes any prior or 
contemporaneous oral or written representation with regard to the subject matter hereof.  This Agreement may not be 
modified except by a writing signed by both parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the parties has caused this Agreement to be executed by its duly authorized 
representative as of the day and year first above written.

For: The STC Group, LLC

______________________________
Mark F. Sullivan

Depositor: 

Signature: ___________________________________
PRINT NAME:________________________________
ADDRESS___________________ 
Aircraft Year of Manufacture _________
Aircraft Model ____________
Aircraft Serial No. __________
Aircraft Registration N_______
DEPOSITOR’s E-Mail:____________________________
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DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FOR PIPER COMANCHE
ADDITION TO THE STC GROUP AUTOPILOT AML

The STC Group, LLC (STC Group), is a Michigan limited liability company with its headquarters and principal place 
of business at 1701 West 5th Street, Oxnard Airport, Oxnard, California 93030. The STC Group is the owner of the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) Supplemental Type Certificate SA04230CH (“Installation and activation of a Trio Pro Pilot 
autopilot system”) (hereinafter, the Trio STC) that permits the use in certain certificated aircraft of the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot 
system designed and manufactured by Trio Avionics Corporation (Trio), a Delaware corporation with its principal offices 
located at 1905 N. Marshall Ave. #6, El Cajon, CA 92020.  The STC Group is currently engaged in the business of designing 
and installing hardware items (Installation Kits) that conform to the Trio STC and obtaining FAA approvals permitting 
installation and use of the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system in types of aircraft not presently on the STC Group’s Approved 
Models List (the Trio AML). Addition of various versions of the Piper Comanche aircraft type to the A/P AML are referred to 
hereinafter as “approval(s).” The STC Group has licensed Trio to act as the Parts Manufacturing Approval Authority (PMA) 
for all of the components of the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system.

BACKGROUND AND SCOPE OF THE PROJECT

A number of owners of Piper Comanche single- and twin-engine aircraft (hereinafter, the COMANCHE TYPE) have 
expressed sufficient interest in obtaining FAA approval of a modern, digital, low-cost autopilot like the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot 
system that they are willing to support the research, development and FAA documentation (the Project) necessary to add 
COMANCHE TYPE aircraft to the Trio AML. The STC Group has been informed that the PA-24-180, PA-24-250, PA-24-
260, PA-30 and PA-39 are identical airframes for purposes relevant to the Project.  The Project is contingent upon that 
representation being borne out after inspection of specimens of each Comanche model. If that representation proves to be 
inaccurate, the STC Group will have the right to cancel the Project or narrow it in scope.

The Project will not extend to the PA-24-400 as it is a unique aircraft with a number in service too small to justify a 
separate engineering project. The term COMANCHE TYPE does not include the PA-24-400.

The STC Group is informed by knowledgeable owners of the COMANCHE TYPE that the PA-30 and PA-39 multi-
engine models will require relatively minor hardware variations from the single engine models but it is uncertain whether, in
the case of these multi-engine models, the FAA’s certification process will add tests, limitations and costs above and beyond 
those required for the single engine models of the COMANCHE TYPE.  Addition of the PA-30 and PA-39 to the A/P AML is 
contingent upon the FAA not imposing additional requirements that will impose a material cost.  If the expectation of the 
single- and multi-engine models being treated the same proves to be inaccurate, the STC Group will have the right to narrow 
the Project including cancelling it with respect to adding the PA-30 and PA-39 to the Trio AML.

The provision of support services that the STC Group would otherwise have to provide is an essential condition for 
the commencement of the Project.  These support services (referred to hereinafter as Technical Support) consist of
engineering and drafting services by individuals (Technical Supporters) known to be knowledgeable with respect to the 
COMANCHE TYPE who have agreed that they will work as a contribution to the Project or for reduced and/or deferred 
payment based on the success of the Project and sales to Comanche owners.  The terms under which services-in-lieu-of-
cash will be provided as Technical Support are addressed in separate agreements with each such provider of such 
Technical Support.

To commence the Project, the STC Group requires cash deposits of no less than $10,000 and commitments from 
the owners of one PA-24-180, one PA-24-250, one PA-24-260 and one PA-30/39 aircraft: (1) to make such aircraft available 
for research and development as described hereinafter and (2) to purchase the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system for each such 
aircraft after addition of the specific model to the Trio AML The STC Group reserves the right to narrow the Project to 
specific models of the COMANCHE TYPE if the deposits, in the sole judgment of the STC Group, reflect shallow interest 
as to certain models.

In order to obtain deposits, the STC Group will publicize on its website (www.thestcgroupllc.com) that it is collecting 
cash deposits for the Project. Deposits collected for the Project are referenced hereinafter as the Development Fund and 
persons or entities making such cash deposits are referenced hereinafter as Depositors.

1

Depositors will be deemed to have agreed with the terms and conditions herein and to have accepted the same by 
tendering a deposit to the Development Fund.

CAVEAT – MODIFIED AIRCRAFT

In order to be economically feasible, the approval must cover a broad range of similar aircraft. There are STOL and 
other modifications for the COMANCHE TYPE aircraft which may not be compatible with the final design for installation of 
the “Pro Pilot”TM in the COMANCHE TYPE. The STC Group will, in its sole discretion, determine a final design which will be 
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usable for the most economically logical segment of the COMANCHE TYPE fleet.  This may result in an inability to equip 
some modified aircraft.

AGREEMENT

1. The above conditions and recitals are deemed to be integral terms of this Agreement.

2. Upon the receipt of cash deposits of $1,000 each from ten (10) prospective purchasers and services-in-lieu-of-
cash commitments acceptable to the STC Group, the STC Group will begin the designing, documenting and test flying 
required to add the COMANCHE TYPE to the AML for FAA Supplemental Type Certificate SA04230CH (hereinafter, the 
A/P AML).  Completion of the work will require the Depositors to obtain for the STC Group’s non-destructive inspection,
use and testing typical COMANCHE TYPE aircraft.  Initially, the STC Group will inspect typical PA-24-180, PA-24-250, PA-
24-260 and PA-30/39 airframes to determine hardware configurations. These initial inspections may require the STC Group 
to have access to each model of the aircraft for approximately two weeks during which it will be inspected, measured and 
photographed but not flown.  Upon completion of this initial inspection work, the STC Group will require access to and use 
of representative flying prototypes either at its Oxnard, California, Airport (KOXR) facility for installation and testing of the 
“Pro Pilot”TM or, alternatively, at the facility of one of the persons (Technical Supporters) selected to provide Technical 
Support.  Such flying prototypes must be airworthy with sufficient documentation of airworthiness to satisfy an FAA 
designated airworthiness representative (DAR) who will be assigned for placing each flying prototype in the Experimental
category for test flying and, after test completion, for returning the aircraft to Normal category.  (In many cases, this status 
may last less than a week.) Upon delivery to the STC Group, each prototype aircraft must be in specification as to rigging 
and as to the integrity of the aircraft’s pitot-static system.  If a prototype is not in specification, the STC Group or its 
Technical Supporter will make the necessary adjustments and repairs reserving the right to bill the aircraft owner for the 
work at then-current shop rates.  Aircraft provided as flying prototypes may be in the custody of the STC Group or 
of its Technical Supporter(s) for up to six (6) weeks and require that the aircraft be placed temporarily in 
Experimental Category to complete flight testing. During this prototype work, the owner of the aircraft will be required 
to continue insuring the aircraft.  The STC Group will not be liable for an hourly charge for use of the aircraft during flight 
testing but will pay for all fuel used. The actual flight time is estimated to be five (5) hours or less.

DEPOSITS may be made by check or credit card.  If the deposit is 
made by credit card, there will be a 5% charge on any refunds to 
cover the charge imposed on the STC Group by the credit card 
processors. (E-mail Jeffrey Odum at jeff@the stcgroupllc.com to set up the credit card 
payment.)
3. Until cash deposits in the amount of $10,000 are received, all cash deposits will be held in a savings account 

with Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., in the name of the STC Group and such funds will not be used for any purpose until the 
Project commences. This savings account may not accrue interest and, if it does, the amount will be nominal at current 
rates and the STC Group will not be required to account to the Depositors for such interest but may apply such interest to 
bank fees. If deposits are made by credit card, they will be subject to non-refundable fees imposed by the credit card 
processors.  Any refund to the Depositor will be net of such processing fees which, at a minimum, will be 5%. Similarly, 
any credit extended to the Depositor on the purchase price of the “Pro Pilot”TM will be based on the net received by the 
STC Group after deduction of an estimated 5% credit card processing fee.

4. If the Depositors fail to make deposits of $10,000, total, by September 1, 2020, or if the STC Group fails to 
receive commitments from qualified Technical Supporters for drafting and engineering services of a reasonable value of 
$10,000, all deposits will be returned to their respective Depositor without interest. The STC Group will have sole discretion 
to determine the value of the work-product to be provided in lieu of cash by the proposed Technical Supporters.  

5. The STC Group reserves the right not to commence any work on the Project until it has received the full amount 
of the deposits and sufficient service-in-lieu-of-cash commitments. The STC Group gives no guarantee as to the final date
of the Project, i.e., addition of the COMANCHE TYPE to the A/P AML. The STC Group will endeavor in good faith to obtain 
an addition of the COMANCHE TYPE aircraft to the A/P AML but will not be liable to refund any expended portion of the 
Development Fund if there are unforeseen delays in obtaining FAA approval or if there is an unanticipated change in 
regulatory requirements that makes it economically infeasible as defined in paragraph 8, below, to proceed with the Project.  
If and when the Project becomes economically infeasible the STC Group will refund to the Depositors, ratably, that portion 
of the Development Fund not then expended.

6. Depositors may request a full refund of their deposit up until the point in time that the $10,000 cash deposit 
target is reached. After that sum has been deposited, individual deposits will become refundable only under the 
circumstances outlined in this Agreement, e.g., non-completion of the Project. If, however, the final design is not compatible 
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with a Depositor’s particular aircraft due to its modified configuration his/her/its deposit will be refunded. Depositors may 
assign their right to a credit on the purchase price to the owner of a COMANCHE TYPE aircraft.

7. The STC Group represents to the Depositors that it believes that the COMANCHE TYPE aircraft is a suitable 
platform for addition to the A/P AML but the STC Group cannot be certain of this until it has conducted test flights which 
will require access to and use of a Prototype Aircraft which will be re-registered temporarily with the FAA (often for less 
than a week) in the Experimental Category. The Depositors further understand that the FAA may for reasons not 
anticipated by the STC Group determine that some or all models of the COMANCHE TYPE are not a suitable platform or 
may impose limitations as to which modifications of the COMANCHE TYPE are compatible with the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot 
system.

8. The STC Group cannot guarantee that the FAA will not impose new or additional certification test requirements 
previously not required for additions to the A/P AML which make addition of the COMANCHE TYPE to the Trio AML 
economically infeasible, e.g., certification testing or requirements imposing costs which, when combined with those 
experienced in obtaining prior Trio AML applications, would make the total expense incurred in excess of $30,000.  In the 
event that the FAA takes such action, the Depositors who have made deposits will have the option to direct the STC Group 
to abandon the Project or to advance to the STC Group the funds needed to complete any such new or additional 
certification test requirements.

9. Upon addition of the COMANCHE TYPE to the Trio AML, Depositors will be the first in line for the purchase of 
an installation kit and the associated electronics and harness of the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system. Depositors will initially 
receive a dollar-for-dollar credit towards the purchase price of the installation kit and the associated electronics and harness 
of the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system.  Additionally, on the six-month anniversary of the addition of the COMANCHE TYPE 
to the Trio AML, the STC Group will determine the total number of kits purchased for COMANCHE TYPE aircraft and will 
offer a discount based on the following scale.

Less Than 15 Sales All Models No Discount Trio Pro PilotTM With Capstan
RETAIL PRICE - $6,995.00

15 to 19 Sales All Models $6.750.00

20 to 24 Sales All Models $6,250

25 to 29 Sales All Models $5,995.00

30 or more Sales All Models $5,795.00

No discount will be offered for PA-30 and PA-39 kits unless there are a minimum of ten 
(10) sales for Twin Comanches prior to the six-month anniversary of the AML addition.
All prices are in U.S. Dollars.
10. In the event that the STC Group fails in adding the COMANCHE TYPE to its Trio AML, the remedies of the 

Depositors, individually and collectively, shall be limited to a return of their deposit, without interest, or, if the Project is 
started and then is stopped, of so much of the deposit that has not been expended at the time that the STC Group stops 
work on the Project.

11. ALL PURCHASES OF THE INSTALLATION KIT AND THE ASSOCIATED ELECTRONICS AND HARNESS OF THE “PRO PILOT”TM

AUTOPILOT SYSTEM WILL BE SUBJECT TO THE CONSOLIDATED TRIO AVIONICS – STC GROUP LIMITED WARRANTY, COPY ATTACHED,
THE TERMS OF WHICH ARE EXPRESSLY INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE HEREIN. NOTHING IN THIS DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT, IN 
THE CONSOLIDATED TRIO AVIONICS – STC GROUP LIMITED WARRANTY OR IN THE INTERNET WEB PAGES OF TRIO AVIONICS OR OF 
THE STC GROUP SHOULD BE CONSTRUED AS A PROMISE, COMMITMENT OR CONTRACT TO OBTAIN APPROVAL FOR THE USE AND 
INSTALLATION OF THE AUTOPILOT SYSTEM BY ANY NON-U.S. REGULATORY AUTHORITY OR IN ANY AIRCRAFT NOT REGISTERED WITH 
THE UNITED STATES FAA.

12. All intellectual property, inventions or discoveries made or developed in the Project, including the inventions, 
discoveries or know how acquired by the Technical Supporters, will remain the sole and exclusive property of the STC 
Group. All notes, abstracts, memoranda, or other documents prepared by or for any Depositor or Technical Supporter 
which contain non-public, proprietary information or any discussion thereof, shall be destroyed or returned to the STC 
Group upon written request.  No disclosure of any proprietary information hereunder shall be construed as a public 
disclosure of such Proprietary Information for any purpose whatever.

13. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed as granting or conferring any rights to the Depositors 
other than the right to a refund under the conditions specified herein or to a purchase credit.  The Depositors and Technical 



Supporters, individually and collectively, will not acquire any intellectual property or royalty rights in Supplemental Type 
Certificate SA04230CH (“Installation and activation of a Trio Pro Pilot autopilot system”) as a result of participating in or 
financing the Project.  The right to sell or otherwise provide installation kits and the associated electronics and harness of 
the “Pro Pilot”TM autopilot system for installation and use in COMANCHE TYPE aircraft will remain the sole and exclusive 
right of the STC Group.

14. Except as is expressly stated and authorized in this Agreement, this Agreement may not be assigned.  No 
agency, partnership, joint venture or other business relationship shall be or is created by this Agreement.

15. Trio Avionics Corporation is and shall be understood to be an express third-party beneficiary of the covenants 
made herein by Type Representative and by the Depositors. 

16. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of California, without reference to its conflict of law rules. If an 
action is brought to enforce this agreement, such action will be brought in the state or federal courts in or for Ventura 
County, California. Each party will bear its own costs and attorney’s fees.

17. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as limiting or waiving the agreement to submit warranty claims to 
arbitration as set forth in the attached LIMITED WARRANTY.

18. TRIO AVIONICS CORPORATION AND THE STC GROUP MAKE NO REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTIES AS TO THE 
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OF THE TRIO PRO PILOT AUTOPILOT SYSTEM AND THE INSTALLATION 
KIT EXCEPT AS STATED IN THE ATTACHED LIMITED WARRANTY.

19. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties and supersedes any prior or 
contemporaneous oral or written representation with regard to the subject matter hereof.  This Agreement may not be 
modified except by a writing signed by both parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the parties has caused this Agreement to be executed by its duly authorized 
representative as of the day and year first above written.

For: The STC Group, LLC

______________________________
Mark F. Sullivan

Depositor: 

Signature: ___________________________________
PRINT NAME:________________________________
ADDRESS___________________ 
Aircraft Year of Manufacture _________
Aircraft Model ____________
Aircraft Serial No. __________
Aircraft Registration N_______
E-Mail Address: _______________________________
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The STC GROUP LLC 
TERMS & CONDITIONS - LIMITED WARRANTY

Separate Warranty by Trio Avionics.
Autopilots, servos and electrical harnesses approved for installation in certified 
aircraft under the authority of Federal Aviation Administration Supplemental Type 
Certificate (STC) SA04230CHTC are manufactured by Trio Avionics Corporation 
(Trio Avionics) and warranted exclusively by that manufacturer. There is no 
warranty from The STC Group LLC (STC Group) on any components of the Trio 
Avionics Corporation Pro Pilot system other than the installation hardware kit 
(installation kit) manufactured under FAA STC SA04230CH.

Limited Warranty by The STC Group on Installation Kits.
Installation kits manufactured under FAA STC SA04230CHTC are warranted to 
be free from defects in materials or workmanship for the earlier of 3 years or 400 
flight hours from the date of purchase and 6 months or 200 flight hours for factory 
repaired or newly-overhauled products exchanged through The STC Group LLC or 
its authorized dealers or vendors. Within the applicable period, The STC Group 
LLC will, at its sole option, repair or replace any components of the installation kit 
that fail in normal use. Such repairs or replacement will be made at no charge to 
the customer for parts.

No charge will be made for labor incurred in making a parts replacement under 
warranty, provided that: (i) the labor is performed by The STC Group LLC at its 
facility, and (ii) the need for repair was not attributable, in whole or in part, to an 
installation error by an installer other than The STC Group or by mis-rigging or 
other fault in the aircraft.  In all cases, if The STC Group LLC was not the 
installer, the customer shall be responsible for all costs of removing from any 
aircraft and re-installing the allegedly defective installation kit in any aircraft
and for all shipping, packaging, handling or transportation cost, including any 
import or export fees, taxes, customs, tariffs or similar charges.

This limited warranty does not apply to: (i) cosmetic damage, such as scratches, 
nicks and dents; (ii) consumable parts, such as batteries, unless product damage 
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has occurred due to a defect in materials or workmanship; (iii) damage caused by 
accident, abuse, misuse, water, flood, fire, or other acts of nature or external 
causes; (iv) damage caused by service performed by anyone who is not expressly 
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authorized in writing by The STC Group LLC to be a service provider; (v) damage 
to a product that has been modified or altered without the written permission of 
The STC Group LLC, or (vi) alleged failure of the autopilots and/or servos to 
perform any function not specifically authorized in the Instructions for Continued 
Airworthiness (ICAW) or the aircraft flight manual supplement (AFMS) provided 
with the STC.

The STC Group LLC reserves the right to refuse warranty claims against products 
that have been installed or used in contravention of any terms set out in the 
relevant Supplemental Type Certificate or in The STC Group LLC’s ICAW.  The 
STC Group LLC reserves the right to refuse warranty claims against products or 
services that are obtained and/or used in contravention of the laws of any country.

Note Concerning Limited Warranty on Performance
The altitude hold and heading hold performance of the Trio ProPilot autopilot 
system is substantially dependent on correct installation, proper gain setting per 
Trio Avionics Corporation’s procedures and adjustment of torque settings in the 
case of excessive “clutch slip”.  The STC Group LLC does not guarantee that the 
altitude capture, altitude hold and heading hold performance of the Trio ProPilot 
autopilot will meet each customer’s subjective expectations in installations made 
by technicians not under its control.  The STC Group will during customary 
California business hours (Monday through Friday. 8:30 AM – 5:00 PM, Pacific 
time) provide telephone assistance and guidance on set up issues provided that the 
customer uses an internet-based calling platform or otherwise covers long distance 
calling charges such as international calling charges.  If a customer remains 
unsatisfied with the autopilot’s performance after consultation with The STC 
Group LLC, the customer’s warranty will be limited to a refund upon return of all 
installation parts and materials, provided however, that The STC Group may 
condition any refund on test flights by duly licensed pilots meeting the “approved 
pilot” limitations of the insurer of the aircraft to document by video any alleged 
unsatisfactory performance. All other terms of this Limited Warranty apply to any 
alleged failure to meet performance expectations.

THE WARRANTIES AND REMEDIES CONTAINED HEREIN ARE 
EXCLUSIVE AND IN LIEU OF ALL OTHER WARRANTIES, WHETHER 
EXPRESS, IMPLIED OR STATUTORY, INCLUDING ANY LIABILITY 
ARISING UNDER ANY WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR 
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, STATUTORY OR 
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OTHERWISE. THIS WARRANTY GIVES YOU SPECIFIC LEGAL 
RIGHTS, WHICH MAY VARY FROM STATE TO STATE.

IN NO EVENT SHALL THE STC GROUP LLC BE LIABLE IN A CLAIM 
FOR BREACH OF WARRANTY FOR ANY INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, 
INDIRECT OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, WHETHER RESULTING 
FROM THE USE, MISUSE OR INABILITY TO USE THE PRODUCT OR 
FROM DEFECTS IN THE PRODUCT.  AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE 
STC GROUP LLC WILL NOT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE BE LIABLE 
FOR LOSS OF USE OF ANY AIRCRAFT DUE TO AN ALLEGED DEFECT 
OR FAILURE OF ANY COMPONENT COVERED BY THIS LIMITED 
WARRANTY.  SOME STATES DO NOT ALLOW THE EXCLUSION OF 
INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, SO THE ABOVE 
LIMITATIONS MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU.

The STC Group LLC retains the exclusive right to repair or replace (with a new, 
remanufactured or newly-overhauled replacement installation kit) the product or 
offer a full refund of the purchase price at its sole discretion. SUCH REMEDY 
SHALL BE YOUR SOLE AND EXCLUSIVE REMEDY FOR ANY 
BREACH OF WARRANTY.

Returns
This return policy applies solely to installation kits.  Autopilots, servos and 
electrical harnesses manufactured by Trio Avionics are subject to that 
manufacturer’s returns policy.  All returns of installation kits must be pre-
approved.  All returned items must be new and never installed with no scratches or 
other indicia of use or mishandling.  No refund will be paid until returned items are 
received by the STC Group and confirmed to be in new and unused condition. All 
returns are subject to a five percent (5%) re-stocking fee. Returns more than ninety 
(90) days after the delivery to a common carrier or the US Post Office for shipment 
to the customer are subject to a 15% re-stocking fee.  The STC Group reserves the 
right to refuse to accept returns of items more than six (6) months after shipment to 
the customer or to impose a re-stocking fee greater than 15% for such late returns.

Purchases from Unauthorized Sellers
Products purchased from sellers who are not authorized dealers are not eligible for 
warranty coverage. Online auction confirmations are not accepted for warranty 
verification. To obtain warranty service, an original or copy of the sales receipt 
from a retailer authorized to sell installation kits manufactured pursuant to a 
license from The STC Group LLC is required. The STC Group LLC will not 



replace missing components from any package purchased through an online 
auction.

International Purchases A separate warranty may be provided by international 
distributors for devices purchased for installation outside the U.S. or Canada, 
depending on the country. If applicable, this warranty is provided by the local in-
country distributor and this distributor is the sole source of warranty service for 
your device. Distributor warranties are only valid in the area of intended 
distribution. Installation kits purchased in the U.S. or Canada must be returned to 
The STC Group LLC or its designated PMA vendor for service or replacement.

Return to Service
Installation kits manufactured under FAA STC SA04230CH require an authorized 
person to return the aircraft to service after product repair.
Arbitration of Disputes. 
All claims of any type involving these terms and conditions, and the foregoing 
limited warranty or any other dispute involving installation kits manufactured 
under FAA STC SA04230CH will be subject to mandatory arbitration under the 
substantive law of the State of California in Ventura County, California.  Purchaser 
and The STC Group LLC waive any right to have any dispute or controversy 
involving covered by this section resolved in any other forum. Purchaser and The 
STC Group LLC expressly waive any right to trial by jury.

Trio Avionics is an express third party beneficiary of this agreement and will have 
standing to require arbitration and to enforce the waiver herein of trial by jury.

Arbitration will be conducted under the Streamlined Arbitration Rules and 
Procedures of the Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Service (“JAMS”) in effect 
on the date this agreement is signed. This rules are posted on the JAMS website at 
this address http://www.jamsadr.com/rules-streamlined-arbitration. Any conflict 
between such rules and the requirements of due process under the substantive law 
governing the underlying dispute shall be resolved by conforming the JAMS rules 
to comply with the requirements of the governing local law, provided however, 
that such local law shall not be construed to invalidate or nullify this agreement to 
arbitrate the validity of which shall be construed in accordance with the United 
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States Arbitration Act; 9 U.S. Code §1, et seq.
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The foregoing agreement to use the Streamlined Arbitration Rules and Procedures 
of the Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Service should not be construed as a 
requirement to use arbitrators on the approved panels of JAMS. To the contrary, 
the parties may select any neutral arbitrator by providing each other lists of 
proposed arbitrators from the following Los Angeles, California, alternative 
dispute resolution service providers: JAMS; ADR Services, Inc.; Alternative 
Resolution Centers; IVAMS or American Arbitration Association.  If, and only if, 
this procedure fails to select an arbitrator, then the parties will resort to use of the 
selection procedure established by JAMS using its arbitration panel.
In all disputes between Purchaser and The STC Group LLC or Purchaser and Trio 
Avionics Corporation, each shall bear his/her/its own attorney fees and costs, including 
that party’s share of the arbitration costs and fees.

Non-Warranty Repairs
Repairs not governed by the foregoing limited warranty will be performed by The
STC Group or its designated PMA manufacturer under then-prevailing billing 
rates.

****************************************************************


