




Introduction 
It was in 1995 that an off-shoot of the Encore brand, the VINTAGE range would 
first be seen on the guitar market.  Aimed at taking the already well known 
brand, known for cost effective instruments, up a notch in terms of quality.  Of-
fering upgraded hardware such as Wilkinson tremolos, Don Lace pickups and 
Grover tuners, as well as a more deluxe feel to the spec – they paved the way for 
what would in circa 1997 become a brand in its own right—Vintage.   
 
Owned and operated by UK distributor John Hornby Skewes & Co Ltd (aka JHS) 
the company has taken its range from quality instruments manufactured in Vi-
etnam, Korea and China to the hands of respected players and artist across the 
globe.  From the bedrooms of those learning their first three chords on a guitar 
they’ll always remember to the stages where the working musicians play their 
reliable, trusted axe to the crowd gathered for a night they’ll never forget. 
 
Gordon Giltrap, Thomas Blug, Jerry Donahue, Paul Brett, Midge Ure, John Veri-
ty, Graham Oliver, Midge Ure, Carrie Martin,  Tony Butler, Darnell Cole, Jen-
nifer Maidman, Pat McManus, Dave “Bucket” Colwell, Gav Coulson, ,Mick 
Abrahams, Gillian Montgomery, Steve Dawson, Paul Guerin, Paul Raymond, 
Phil Shouse, Moa Lenngren, Nikki Loy, Jamie Mallender, Bobby Tench, You...the 
list goes on and it will grow. 
 
Welcome to a place where you can enjoy the nostalgia trip of guitars you rec-
ognise from up to a quarter of a century ago.  The place you can find out some 
more about the bargain you just took a punt on.  And the place you’ll see those 
things with strings your favourite dealer is tempting you with from their cur-
rent range. 
 
Enjoy this resource detailing the last 25 years – we hope you’ll be with us for 
the next.  



1997—the first catalogue with Vintage 
on show as a brand in its own right. 

2011—These words say it all! 



History 

After appearing in 1995 in the form of the VINTAGE range from Encore, the 
input from Trevor Wilkinson (known for teaming up with the likes of Leo 
Fender and Seth Lover) saw some worth-while upgrades on some of the hard-
ware  From circa 1997 the instruments were offered as a brand in their own 
right.  Bringing you some familiar styles paired with different hardware.  Aim-
ing to please a wide range of musicians, they gave and still give great bang for 
buck, in terms of dependable quality at prices you wouldn’t believe. 

Up until circa 2005 some of the instruments were made in Korea.  Thereafter, 
manufacture moved entirely to Vietnam and China. 

As time moved on, the range continued to diversify in terms of the variety of 
electrics, semi-acoustics, basses, acoustics and folk instruments available, as 
did the numbers and walks of life of people playing them and the countries in 
which you could find them.  Some models came and went, others have per-
haps changed the name or shape slightly to become unmistakably Vintage.  
But, the mission and the principle behind the name remain.- instruments you 
can rely on and be proud of.  At times a curious talking point for people who 
get their hands on your beloved and leave the conversation with a smile on 
their face and the hunger to find out more about buying their own. 

From time-to-time the odd scoff has been forced into a sudden, handbrake U-
turn when misplaced assumptions on quality, sound and playability have been 
dispelled upon closer inspection, plugging (or not) in and putting a Vintage 
through its paces.   





From 2005,Wilkinson hardware became a staple of a great number of guitars in the 
range.  In 2006, Trevor Wilkinson, alongside JHS MD Dennis Drumm, embarked on a 
collaboration that lasted more than a decade and saw the evolution of Vintage guitars, 
further enhancing the offer.  The guru, known for his own range of quality hardware 
and designs and conceiving the Fret King brand initially looked to review the 57 
models on offer at the time and spec them as what he would see perfecting them,.  
This saw some re-designing and also the birth of ICON and REISSUED series in 2006 
and ADVANCED series in 2007. 
 
In reference to questions about making the brand more expensive, Trevor responded; 
“Why should we?  Everyone should have access to a working guitar”. 
 
This ethos, along with decades of experience shaped the guitars we know and love 
today, where you’ll still find Wilkinson hardware a staple part of so many Vintage 
instruments—and in so many cases—boutique options available, as standard.  
 
“There came a point in our industry where prices came down so low it was actually 
impossible to make a reasonable guitar cheaper than what the big brands were doing. 
So the sensible distributors—the people who were in control of their own destinies—
looked at the situation and said, “Well, we’ve got to change. We can no longer com-
pete on price, so we have to compete on quality and features.” And I think that was 
the key for the Vintage brand. We concentrated on the quality of the product and the 
features. It’s part of a long-term plan and probably the most important way that we 
went from a “me too” guitar to a brand that people ask for by name because they 
know it’s a quality product”.  
 
Wilkinson’s consultancy agreement with JHS expired in August 2018, after an amaz-
ing 12 years developing the Vintage range. 

Enter, Mr Wilkinson 





Vintage Signature Models 

The year 2009 saw Vintage produce their first signature model guitars, the 
first of many.  As the instruments became more well-known and in circles of 
players and touring musicians their signature ranges expanded to encompass 
some of the hardest working names in the business.  The following is the list 
(to date) of signature artists, and some of the names they’ve played/toured/
recorded with: 
 
• Geoff Whitehorn (The Who, Bad Company, Paul Rodgers, Procol Harum) 
• Robbie Gladwell (Steve Harley, Cockney Rebel, Suzi Quatro) 
• Thomas Blug  
• Mick Abrahams (Jethro Tull, Blodwyn Pig) 
• Graham Oliver (Saxon, Oliver/Dawson Saxon, Mickey Finn’s T-Rex) 
• Tony Butler (Big Country, The Pretenders, Roger Daltry, Pete Townshend) 
• Jerry Donahue (Hellecasters, Fortheringay, Fairport Convention) 
• Midge Ure (Ultravox, Thin Lizzy, Silk) 
• John Verity (The John Verity Band, Argent, Charlie) 
• Paul Brett (Strawbs, The Overlanders, The Velvet Opera) 
• Gordon Giltrap 
• Rory Evans 



Spurred on by overwhelming demand from musicians and music stores 
around the world, there was only one way to celebrate 25 years of Vintage 
and their silver anniversary..........a limited edition silverburst.  The celebrato-
ry masterpieces were strictly limited to just 100 pieces of each being pro-
duced.. 
 
Due to the great popularity of these guitars and this finish, you’ll now see 
some other Vintage silverburst guitars in production in the Reissued Series, 
but those lucky to get their hands on the limited run will be able to proudly 
differentiate them from the rest as you’ll note the “Anniversary Series” 
scripting emblazoned on the headstock and by the accompanying, signed 
Certificate of Authenticity, sure to please avid fans and collectors alike. 
 
Here’s to the gold anniversary!. 
 

202 0 Marks 25 Years of Vintage 



25th Anniversary Series—Edition 1 (2020, V100SVB, V6HSVB, V75SVB)  

25th Anniversary Series—Edition 2 (2021, VJ74SVB, V6HMSVB, VS6SVB) 



From 2018, the ProShop appeared.  With work being carried out in the US and 
originally a little more quietly in the UK—the PRO Shop offers modified ver-
sions of Vintage instruments for some of the hardest working musicians on the 
planet.  Pick your favourite Vintage model and let your imagination go wild 
with the modifications you’d like to see to make it your dream guitar! 
 
The models passing through these hands are unique , one-off masterpieces, 
often with enhanced wear and tear, where requested,  All work is by hand and 
each instrument comes with a ProShop Plus set up. 
 
These Master Builders have worked collectively on designing or modifying 
guitars for the exacting standard of musicians, such as Phil Collen, Dave Mus-
taine, Scott Ian, Joe Perry, Adrian Smith, Dave Murray and April Wine, to 
name but a handful. 
 
Players can get in touch via their website 
to create their very own dream Vintage at 
an incredible price. 

Vintage ProShop 











Wherever you are in the world,  get in touch with Vintage and get your quote 
for your dream Vintage Pro Shop unique guitar.... 
    ww.w.vintageguitarsrus.com 



2005 1997 2006 2006 

1997 2006 
2014 2013 

2014 



Over the years, the evolution of Vintage has seen a few changes to the range—
more details of which will be seen in the images section.  Some of these chang-
es can be helpful in identifying the instruments. 
• Logos 
 - Black on F-style heads until 2005. Series included from 2006. 
 - Pearloid logos on G-style heads until 2018—gold decal thereafter. 
 - Gold decal on ICON series from inception. 
• No instrument with Wilkinson hardware was not made in Korea. 
• VS6s changes to offset bodies in 2013, some semi-acoustics in 2014. 
• ADVANCED SERIES semi-acoustics had offset bodies from inception. 
• ADVANCED SERIES made from 2007 to 2010, inclusive. 
• Some models were named under REISSUED & ICON series from c.2008. 
• METAL AXXE Series made from 2003 until 2013, inclusive. 
• SIGNATURES made from 2009 until present (some discontinued) 
• Heel on V100s changed in 2014 to allow greater upper fret access. 
• Some models changed to an off-set design from 2013 and 2014 
• VV60 changed to V60 & then name of those and VXP6 changed in 2013. 
• The Venture Green V6 was discontinued before the REISSUED series and 

re-introduced as an ICON in 2020. 
• The V100MP was initially called the V100MRN. 
• Fishman electronics replaced Shadow in electro-acoustics in circa 2010.  
• In 2017 Lignum Rosa replaced rosewood so Vintage are CITES-free.  
• V52 heads and such changing 
• V6MFR scratch plate both white and torty 
• Pilgrim & Laka migrated to their own brands in circa 2015. 
• The V40 bass was discontinued in around 2004 but a similar model in-

troduced in the 2022 Coaster Series. 

Vintage Trivia 















Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics– Encore VINTAGE SERIES 1995 

The 1995 range that started it all... 



 Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics - The P50 & P100  

1997 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics– V99 & LV99 

2000 

2000 

2000 
2008 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VR100 

2003 

2008 

2013 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V120 

2014 

2019 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V130 

2014 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V132 

2019 

2019 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics– V100 

2000 
2005 

2009 

2003 



2010 

2011 

2014 

2014 

2018 



2019 

2019 

2019 

2019 

2019 

2020 



2022 

2022 

2022 

2022 



2022 

2022 

2022 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – ZIP 

2008 

2008 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – TC200, V3 & LV3(1997 to c. 2004) 

1997 

2005 

1999 

2008 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics– V2 

2010 



2009 

Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics– V52 

2016 

2020 

2020 



2009 

Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V62 

2019 

2020 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V75 

2018 

2020 

2022 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V72 

2022 

2022 

2022 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VP6  

1999 

2000 
2005 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V6 

2005 

2008 
2010 

2008 

2011 



2018 

2018 

2018 



2022 

2019 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V6M24 

2015 

2018 

2019 



2015 

Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V7HT 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V65 

2020 

2020 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VS6 

1999 

2000 

2005 

2009 

2013 



2013 

2015 

2018 

2019 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VV60 & V60 

2010 
2011 

2013 



2013 

Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VXP6 

2011 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics– VJ6  

2000 

2003 
2008 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V8 

2003 

2008 

2010 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics– VRS100, VRS110, VRS130 & VRS150 

2000 2003 

2005 



2008 

2008 

2008 

2014 

2014 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VH51 

2000 

2003 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics– VHE90 & VHE100 

2000 

2000 

2003 

2008 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics - Metal Axxe Warp, & Wraith 

2003 

2005 

2005 

2008 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics - Metal Axxe  Razer,& basses 

2005 

2005 

2005 

2008 

2009 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics- Metal Axxe Reaper & Raider 

2005 

2005 

2005 

2005 

2008 

2009 

2010 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics - Custom Spec Range V6 & V72 

2015 

2019 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VSA500 

1997 

2000 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VSA650 

2000 

2009 

2005 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – EY80 & VCG750  

2000 

2003 



2020 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VSA535 

2000 

2003 

2008 

2009 

2014 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics– VSA540 

2016 

2015 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VSA555 

2003 

2005 

2014 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VSA575  

2000 

2000 

2014 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VSA590 

2009 

2014 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VSA750  

2008 

2009 

2005 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VSA850 

2005 

2008 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics  – V940, V950, EST96, , LEST96, E83, E84, 
EJM96 

1997 

2003 

2003 

2003 

2008 



2000 

2000 

1997 

2005 

2005 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V990 

2003 

2005 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V1004 & V1005 

2008 

2009 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – PK40B 

1997 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V40 

2000 
2003 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V4 

2005 

2008 

2012 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V4 

2022 

2018 

2018 

2022 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – v800, V900 ,V905 & V940  

2000 

2000 

2003 

2005 

2008 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VVB4 

2013 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – BUBINGA Series V10004, V10005,  
V9004 & V8004 

2013 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – V80 & V90 

2014 

2014 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics– VJ74 

2014 

2018 

2018 



2018 

2022 

2022 

2022 



Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VJ75 

2018 

2018 



2019 

Electrics, Basses & Semi-acoustics – VS4 



Advanced Series – AV6 

2008 

2007 

2007 

2007 



Advanced Series – AV4 

2007 



Advanced Series – AV2 

2007 

2007 

2008 



Advanced Series – AV1 

2007 

2008 



Advanced Series – AV3 

2007 

2008 



ICON Series – V6 ICON 

2008 

2008 

2010 

2011 



2020 

2020 



2022 

2022 



ICON Series – LV6 ICON 

2022 

2022 



ICON Series – V100 ICON 

2008 

2010 

2020 



ICON Series – LV6100ICON 

2022 

2014 



ICON Series – V120 ICON 

2020 



ICON Series – V4, VJ96, V74, LV96, LV74 & VJ74 

2008 

2020 

2020 

2014 



ICON Series – V52 ICON 

2009 

2020 



ICON Series – V59 ICON 

2020 



ICON Series – V62 ICON 

2009 

2020 

2020 



ICON Series – VS6 ICON 

2009 

2010 

2013 



ICON Series – V65 ICON 

2021 

2021 



Joe Doe by Vintage Series 

2020 



Joe Doe by Vintage Series 

2020 



SIGNATURE Series – Geoff Whitehorn (AV6HGW) & Robbie Gladwell (AV6PRG) 

2009 



SIGNATURE Series – Thomas Blug V6 ICON & Summer of Love 

2009 

2010 

2010 

2012 



SIGNATURE Series – Mick Abrahams VS6 ICON 

2010 



SIGNATURE Series – Graham Oliver VS6  & VV60 

2012 

2012 
2013 

2013 



SIGNATURE Series – Tony Butler V4MTB 

2012 

2015 



SIGNATURE Series – Jerry Donahue V58JD 

2014 

2015 
2020 



SIGNATURE Series – Midge Ure V100MU 

2014 



SIGNATURE Series – John Verity V6 

2019 



Limited Run—V6JMH-UK & VS6MFR 

2015 

2016 



VMX Series— V100, VR2000, VW5000 

2022 

2022 

2022 



Coaster Series— V10, LH-V10 

2022 

2022 

2022 

2022 



Coaster Series— V69 

2022 

2022 



Coaster Series— V60 LH-V60 

2022 

2022 

2022 

2022 



Coaster Series— V60 LH-V60 

2022 

2022 

2022 



Coaster Series— V20 

2022 

2022 



Coaster Series— V40 & LH-V40 

2022 

2022 

2022 



Coaster Series— V40 & LH-V40 

2022 

2022 



Coaster Series— V49 

2022 

2022 

2022 



Coaster Series— V495 

2022 

2022 




