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From 
Belgium, 
with Love

PHOTOGRAPHY MICHAEL BERNABE

Who lives in the house: Belgian expat Anne-Jean Liétaer, her 
Belgian-born Greek husband Panagiotis and their four children, 
Constantin (12), Marguerite (11), Alexandre (7) and Leonard (3), 
well guarded by Cookie the SPCA rescue dog. 
Time in Singapore: Initially from 1997 to 2002, followed by nine 
months in Shanghai. Returned to Belgium in 2003, and came 
back to Singapore in 2007 “with two children and four suitcases”. 
Historical note: Mount Pleasant’s elegant pre-war black-and-
white houses were built for the families of colonial British police 
officers. Apart from being the name of a hill, Mount Pleasant was 
also the name of the 1860s mansion of early resident G. H. Brown, 
who owned the estate at that time – explaining the name of the 
neighbouring Bukit Brown Cemetery (bukit meaning “hill”).

Immediately after you swing left from hectic 
Thomson Road into leafy, meandering Mount 
Pleasant, a cool haven of mature saga trees 
interspersed with cinnamon, palm and fig, 
you involuntarily relax, slow down and just 
breathe. It’s so green, so shady, so, well… 
pleasant. Who would not want to live in such 
a rarefied colonial ambience, surrounded by 
nature and steeped in history? ANNE-JEAN 
LIÉTAER showed Verne Maree around her 
lovely retreat.
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What brought you to Singapore?
Back in 1997, I came here to join my then boyfriend and now husband, 
Panagiotis; we had met at university. He was here on a Belgian government 
scholarship created to encourage SMEs all over the world. I came out on a similar 
scholarship, doing business development for a Belgian chocolate company.

How did you secure this prize property five years ago?
Panagiotis found it on Property Guru. The Mount Pleasant estate doesn’t come 
under SLA’s bidding system; instead, the properties are privately rented by 
Ascott Residences, the master tenant. 

We’d enjoyed the black-and-white experience for one amazing year, in a small 
double-storey house on the Oval at Seletar Camp. Expat Living’s editor-in-chief 
Rebecca was our neighbour there, and it was lovely – a real community, until 
everyone was given notice because of the development of the aeronautical hub. 
We moved to the East Coast for a couple of years.
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This Mount Pleasant house was my dream 
Singapore property: a place where I could be creative 
and raise my children well. Having grown up in the 
Belgian countryside with chickens, horses and open 
doors, that’s what I wanted for my children – to run 
around barefoot and get dirty in the garden, to be 
surrounded by nature.

So, when we took the plunge to move in here 
five years ago from our little semi-detached off East 
Coast Road, I vowed that I’d make it work through 
my new interior business!

What did you have to do to the place?
Ascott provides quite good bathrooms and kitchens, 
and it leaves the pools and air-conditioning installed by 
previous tenants, unlike some other landlords. We had 
to renovate the pool deck, though, and all the aircons. 
We also extended the terrace by a metre and sealed up 
the verandah ceilings to get rid of the bats that liked to 
hang there all night, pooing on the outdoor furniture. 

What’s it like to live here?
It’s a great experience! For me, these black-and-white 
houses are beautifully adapted to this tropical climate 
– though you still sweat, of course! Thick walls keep 

the interior several degrees cooler, and we hardly use 
the air-cons downstairs.

The first thing I fell in love with was the garden 
and the view – I think we have the best view, though 
not necessarily the biggest or the best house. And it’s 
just 3km to Orchard Road as the crow flies, so it’s 
very conveniently located. The kids can walk to the 
Polo Club, which is amazing; they can cycle around 
the neighbourhood and they like to go fishing in the 
drains in the neighbouring Bukit Brown Cemetery. 

Only once did we have a snake in the house; 
we’ve seen a few in the garden, though, and our 
dog, Cookie, is very good at chasing the monkeys 
off. The odd monitor lizard swings by, and we have 
plenty of squirrels and birds, from huge eagles flying 
overhead to Indian cuckoos, kingfishers and so on. 
These houses are a beautiful heritage for Singapore, 
and I hope they will be preserved. 

How did you start your business, House of AnLi?
My family background is in textiles. My grandfather 
had a swimwear and lingerie business, and even as 
a child I would design my own swimsuits – five or 
six at a time – and have them made up for me in 
the factory. 
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So, after a couple of years of employment in 
Singapore, in 1999 I felt it was time to be my own 
boss. I took a year’s sabbatical to explore the market, 
and finally came across a local importer of straw bags 
from Indonesia that I believed in. I took a sample 
collection back to Europe, bought a car so as to visit 
fashion and accessories companies all over Europe, 
and came back with a whole book-full of orders. 
Before long I was buying hats and bags from my 
own Indonesian sources, and gradually evolved from 
buyer into designer.  

Panagiotis joined the business 12 years ago. During 
the 15 years our fashion accessory adventure lasted, 
we built up the name of House of AnLi all over the 
world with my twice-yearly collections, most notably 
in Japan and Europe, where we worked with the best 
brands and were in all the best stores. 

How did House of AnLi switch from fashion 
accessories to home furnishings?
About six years ago, I decided to follow my passion 
for interior decoration. And when we moved into this 
house in January 2011, my husband’s suggestion that 
we use the place as a showroom worked out well.

Actually, when I first established House 
of AnLi I wanted to become a buyer for the 
Belgian interiors company, Flamant, which 
has stores all over Europe. Whatever you see 
here in my house is part of the collections we 
bring in, including those carried by Flamant, 
and all very much in the Flamant style: 
displayed in context, in a real home setting, 
rather than ten sofas in a row or 20 lamps on 
a shelf. Flamant did in fact become one of my 
customers for the hats and bags. Now I am a 
customer for their retailers.

Our collections are mainly Belgian, along 
with some other European labels, in a toned-
down palette that works to create a “rustic 
chic” look. Accessories are generally both 
beautiful and utilitarian, including what 
we call les arts de la table – crockery, cutlery 
such as Laguiole (we’re its distributors in 
Singapore), and especially linen. Both for 
beds and tables, linen is amazingly suitable 
for the tropics, being anti-allergenic and very 
durable. We also bring in rolls of fabric for 
our bespoke upholstery and curtains. 

ABOVE  
A remarkably 
rustic dining table 
complements two 
huge, fishing-
themed artworks 
by Anne-Jean’s 
Amsterdam-
based cousin, 
a professional 
artist. “They’re 
painted on 
boards recycled 
from a Dutch 
cheese factory.”
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Recommendations:
Bukit Brown Cemetery for 
walking and cycling

Far East Flora, 565 Thompson 
Road, for plants and flowers

House of AnLi Interiors, #03-03 
Tanglin Mall (6235 3851)

Loy Kee Best Chicken Rice, 
342 Balestier Road, for Sunday 
lunch

Singapore Polo Club, 80 Mount 
Pleasant Road, for its kids’ 
menu (under $10) and Lush Spa

Having opened your busy Tanglin 
Mall showroom only in May last year, 
what made you decide to also reopen 
your house to customers – albeit for 
three days a week plus Saturdays by 
appointment only?
There’s more space here for showcasing larger 
items of furniture, and for spreading out big rolls 
of fabric. Also, having done the Asian furniture 
style during our early years in Singapore, when 
we came back we wanted a more cosy, familiar 
European style; and that’s what our like-minded 
customers can find here in this real home 
environment. 
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Side-by-side console, Kuhl Home

Brooklyn dresser by Karpenter, 
Mountain Teak

Mono television sideboard, Scanteak

Philippe sideboard from Bellavista, Pure Interior

Organik sideboard with 
three doors by Karpenter, 
Mountain Teak

Console Vinnie 
from Gommaire 
in stone-grey 
reclaimed teak, 
House of AnLi

Teak 
console 
in natural 
finish with 
stainless-
steel legs, 
Arete 
Culture 
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Black altar table from 
China’s Shanxi Province, 
FairPrice Antique

Key 
console by 
Signature, 
House of 
AnLi

Eight-drawer 
sideboard, Galanga Living

Listings
Arete Culture (various locations)
6310 8098 | areteculture.com

Artful House
#08-04 Tan Boon Liat Building
315 Outram Road
8112 6127 | artful-house.com

China Collection
20 Malcolm Road
6235 1905 | chinacollection.com.sg

Danish Design
#06-03 Century Warehouse
100E Pasir Panjang Road
6270 8483 | danishdesignco.com.sg

Deeb Designs
#03-64 Midview City
20 Sin Ming Lane
8722 6381 | deebdesigns.com.sg

Dreamweave Concepts
9 Raffles Boulevard, #01-34
6333 1669
dreamweaveconcepts.com

E&A Interiors
#04-24 The Herencia
46 Kim Yam Road
6702 4850 | eandainteriors.com

EDD+
#01-07 B Central
996 Bendemeer Road
6291 0990 | eddplus.com

Ethnicraft Online
72 Eunos Avenue 7, #05-05
9272 1545
ethnicraft-online.com.sg

FairPrice Antique
#01-10 Tan Boon Liat Building
315 Outram Road
6270 2544 |fairpriceantique.com

Finn Avenue
#02-21 8B@Admiralty
8B Admiralty Street
6753 3466 | finnavenue.com

Gallery 278
278 River Valley Road
6737 2322 | gallery278.com

Galanga Living
211 Henderson Road, #01-02
6475 2633 | galangaliving.com

Hacienda Blue
9061 9446 | haciendablue.com

House of AnLi
#03-13 Tanglin Mall
163 Tanglin Road
6235 3851| houseofanli.com

Just Anthony
379 Upper Paya Lebar Road
6283 4782 | justanthony.com

Kuhl Home
#08-01 Century Warehouse
100E Pasir Panjang Road
kuhlhome.com

Make Room
#11-09B Tan Boon Liat Building
315 Outram Road
9113 1274 | make-room.net

Mountain Teak Furniture Gallery
#07-02 Tan Boon Liat Building
315 Outram Road 
6224 7176 | mountainteak.com

Originals
#02-03 Sime Darby Centre
896 Dunearn Road
6471 9918 | originals.com.sg

Pure Interior
#01-01 Delta House 
2 Alexandra Road
6534 9043 | pureinterior.com.sg

Scanteak
#B1-14 The Star Vista
1 Vista Exchange Green
6694 0171 | s canteak.com.sg

Star Living 
50 Sungei Kadut Avenue
Star Building II
6362 7077 | starliving.com.sg

Taylor B. Fine Design
43 Keppel Road, Levels 1, 2 & 4
27 West Coast Highway
9420 4000 | taylorbdesign.com

Treasures of the Raj
#02-30 Tanglin Shopping Centre
19 Tanglin Road
9173 5041 | totr.pw

Woody Antique House
#01-05 Block 13, Dempsey Road
6471 1770 | woodyantique.com

WTP The Furniture Company
3 Kung Chong Road
6235 2760 | wtpstyle.com
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