
 
Losing your pet is truly like losing a member of your family. They are with you every day for years and the 
emptiness after they pass is real. It can leave such a void in a person’s heart, which is why we understand just 
how meaningful it can be to preserve their memory by discovering what made them so exceptionally unique with 
the help of a DNA test. 
 
In order to analyze DNA of any organism, living or deceased, we require a viable DNA sample. A viable DNA 
sample is a sample that contains enough DNA that is not fragmented or contaminated. The following are 
important points and guidelines for the collection, submission and processing of a viable DNA sample 
collected from a deceased pet. 
 
Types of Samples Accepted: 
 

● Oral Swab - The swab from the Basepaws Cat DNA Test kit can be used to collect an oral cheek 
cell sample at the time of death, or before preservation/cremation. Please note, if the body is 
already being preserved under freezing conditions it may be too difficult to collect a viable oral 
swab sample, and would be left to your Veterinarian’s discretion. 

○ If the Basepaws Cat DNA Test kit does not arrive prior to preservation, you or your 
Veterinarian may use 2 new, clean Q-tips to collect the cheek cell sample. Seal the Q-tips 
in a small clean, unused container/vial and store in the freezer. Once your kit arrives 
please follow Step #1 of the instructions and register your kit. Then, simply pack the small 
container holding the Q-tips inside the kit box along with the unused/unopened swab tube 
pouch, seal the box shut and ship it back to us. 

 
● Tissue - A small biopsy of either the liver or spleen. This can be submitted in a preservation 

liquid such as DMSO (dimethyl sulfoxide) solution, or simply placed inside the swab tube’s 
stabilization liquid, found inside each Basepaws Cat DNA Test kit (recommended). 

○ If your Basepaws Cat DNA Test kit has not arrived by the time your tissue sample is 
collected, you may store the tissue sample in your freezer. Once your kit arrives, please 
follow Step #1 of the instructions and register your kit. Then, submerge the tissue sample 
into the swab tube’s stabilization liquid, taking great care not to spill any of the liquid. 
Continue to Step #3 to complete your sample submission. 
IMPORTANT: Do not place the clean, unused swab head into the tube’s stabilization 
liquid along with your tissue sample! Simply screw the green cap tightly back on the 
tube just as it was prior to opening, in the same exact position (the swab head portion 
should be sticking out, remaining clean and dry). 

 
● Blood - Enough blood to fill a single small blood collection vial containing an anticoagulant 

additive in order to prevent clotting. 
○ If your Basepaws Cat DNA Test Kit has not arrived by the time your blood sample is 

collected, you may store the blood sample in the freezer. Once your kit arrives, please 
follow Step #1 of the instructions and register your kit. Then, simply pack the blood 
sample vial inside the kit box along with the unused/unopened swab tube pouch, seal the 
box shut and ship it back to us. 



 
Important Notes: 
 

● In order to ensure proper and ethical handling, all samples must be collected by the Veterinary 
office at which the patient is being held. Once collected, you may take the sample home in order 
to pack and ship it back to the Basepaws lab. 

 
● A sample collected from a deceased pet will be required to undergo a different, more complex 

DNA extraction process, therefore the final report may take longer to complete than the current 
set timeframe of 4-6 weeks. 

 
● Due to the complexity of processing samples of this nature, we cannot guarantee the successful 

extraction of viable DNA. We will do our best, however, in the case that a sample fails, you will be 
notified immediately and fully refunded. 
 

● Since we have completely transitioned over to the buccal/cheek swab DNA collection method, 
our lab protocols no longer support hair follicle extractions, therefore, unfortunately, we can no 
longer accept any hair or fur samples as a form of DNA. We apologize for the inconvenience. 
 


